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Item 3, Clustered interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteurs 
on right to food and on adequate housing
Right to adequate housing

This statement is on behalf of the European Disability Forum, a member of the International Disability Alliance.

We thank both of the Special Rapporteurs for their attention to the rights of persons with disabilities in their work. Our remarks will focus on adequate housing. We note that the Special Rapporteur has highlighted concerns regarding homelessness and institutionalization of persons with disabilities in her reports, for example in her report on her visit to Kazakhstan. We encourage her to continue to prioritize the right of persons with disabilities to adequate housing.
The human right to adequate housing is the right of every person to acquire and sustain a home in which to live in dignity, and it forms the base from which we have the security to build our lives as we choose. However, the reality is that persons with disabilities face significant barriers in access to adequate housing, as well as to sanitation and water, and are therefore  denied of the right to a dignified and independent life. Housing must be available, affordable and accessible and meet the needs of persons with disabilities. 
The CRPD expressly provides, in article 28, for the right to adequate housing of persons with disabilities. It recognizes the inherent dignity of all persons with disabilities and requires non-discrimination on the grounds of disability by the State or any person, organization or private enterprise, including in enjoyment of the right to adequate housing. 
There is a lack of attention to this right in light of existing serious challenges and discrimination. For example, persons with disabilities are vastly over-represented among homeless persons, in all countries, wealthy or developing. Homelessness is often wrongly criminalized and can lead to incarceration, when what was needed was access to adequate housing and services.  
Many persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities are institutionalized and deprived of liberty and dignity because of lack of community based housing with necessary supports. Often, when “housing” is made available to persons with disabilities, it is in congregate settings or institutions. Sometimes, persons with disabilities living in residential institutions find themselves low on the priority list for social housing as they are already considered as “housed”, even though their arrangement (living in an institution) is not in compliance with the CRPD. Article 19 (a) of the CRPD stipulates that persons with disabilities have the right to choose where and with whom they live, and the right to have access to a range of in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the community, as outlined in Article 19 (b). 
The right to housing for persons with disabilities has not been adequately addressed in the commentary and jurisprudence of other UN treaty monitoring bodies.  The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has made important advances.  General Comment No. 4 identifies the need for prioritizing the needs of persons with disabilities, but it still defines “adequacy” without appropriate reference to the needs of persons with disabilities.  General Comment No. 5 recognizes the need to take positive measures and allocate resources to address structural and systemic violations, and identifies the need for support services as a component of that right, but more work is needed to describe the nature of the right to support services and other positive measures required: for example, ensuring that they are freely chosen, that they respect dignity and autonomy, are available to people with disabilities in the communities in which they choose to live, etc.
We recommend to States, UN agencies and other relevant partners:

1. Initiate or continue a process that moves persons with disabilities out of congregated settings and institutions into adequate housing in the community;
2. To ensure access by persons with disabilities to public and private housing programs, including through the use of universal design; 
3. To develop national housing policies in compliance with the CRPD, with the active participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
We recommend to the Special Rapporteur to: 
1. Provide guidance on the content of the right of persons with disabilities to adequate  housing and on relevant obligations of States Parties to the CRPD, especially obligations relating to living in the community;
2. To meet with national organizations of persons with disabilities in your country visits;
3. To cooperate with the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability;
4. To consider doing a report on the right to housing of persons with disabilities, as a way to ensure the integration of the rights of persons with disabilities in your work.
Thank you for your attention.

