UPR nineth session

Disability analysis of Draft reports of the Working Group on the UPR

Countries reviewed: Andorra, Bulgaria, Croatia, Honduras, Jamaica, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Maldives, Marshall Islands,  Mauritania, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Panama, United States of America
Andorra

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.6)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

25. Morocco noted, inter alia, the establishment of a Comprehensive Care Team for women victims of violence; the results of the social national action plan for women, persons with disabilities and the elderly, based on the principles of solidarity and shared responsibility;…

54. The Republic of Moldova expressed its appreciation for the detailed presentation of the national report and congratulated the delegation on Andorra’s systematic and focused approach to human rights, mentioning as examples the initiative to establish objective indicators on specific topics such as childhood, gender, disabilities, immigration and the National Action Plan for Equality.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

84. The following recommendations will be examined by Andorra, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 

Rights Council, in March 2011: 

84.4. Become a party to the…the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto;

84.7. Pursue its commitment to the ratification of international conventions by ratifying fundamental instruments, in particular…the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria); 

84.10. Ratify the International Covenant…the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities,
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Bulgaria

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.7) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

18. Morocco welcomed the various actions undertaken in favour of persons with disabilities in the areas of education, employment, health and accessibility, and asked for further information about the two-year Plan on Equal Opportunities.

20. France noted the adoption in 2010 of the two-year plan on equal opportunities for people with disabilities and of the Integration of People with Disabilities Act, but inquired what obstacles had prevented Bulgaria from ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

25. Belgium congratulated Bulgaria on the continuing progress made in human rights protection, but raised concerns relating to shelters for orphans and/or people with mental disabilities. 

26. Mexico asked for further information about measures to prevent discrimination against people with mental disabilities. 

35. In relation to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 

Optional Protocol thereto, the delegation responded that Bulgaria had signed both, in 2007 and 2008, respectively. Thus, the Government had demonstrated its political will to abide by their provisions. However, if Bulgaria was to be able to fully implement the Convention, a number of changes needed to be made in domestic legislation, including the Family Code, and such changes were now in process. Once that process had been completed, Bulgaria would be able to proceed with ratification. 

50. The United States…remained concerned about harsh conditions in prisons and detention facilities and in State- run institutions for children, such as orphanages, reform boarding schools and facilities for children with mental disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

80. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Bulgaria, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the sixteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in March 
2011: 

80.3. Adhere to the principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with a view to its early ratification (Mexico); ratify CRPD 
(Spain); consider the possibility of expressing its consent to be bound by 
(Argentina)/consider ratifying CRPD and the Optional Protocol thereto (Chile), which would result in a higher level of cooperation with international human rights mechanisms, ensuring better safeguards for the rights of people with disabilities (Hungary); 
80.20. Adopt a national strategy to continue and intensify the de- institutionalization process aimed at replacing current shelters with alternative housing and means of care better suited to meeting the needs of orphans and/or persons with mental disabilities (Belgium);
80.27. Establish training programmes addressed to staff members of shelters for orphans and persons with mental disabilities in order to enable them to respond at best to the specific needs of the residents (Belgium); 
80.70. Set up a policy specifically aimed at reducing the number of Roma children placed without valid reasons in establishments for children with disabilities or in rehabilitation centres (Canada);
80.88. Take further measures to combat poverty of elderly women, single mothers with children and women with disabilities (Norway);

80.98. Continue its efforts on the issue of inclusion of children with disabilities in the general school system and reducing the number of schools for children with special educational needs (Slovenia)

Back to Top
Croatia

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.11)

A. Presentation by the State under review

18. Croatia was among the first countries to ratify the Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities and would adopt a Master Plan of Deinstitutionalization and Transformation of Social Welfare Institutions (2011-2018) by the end of 2010.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

26. Indonesia praised the progress made in improving the rights of persons with disabilities, noting that Croatia was among the first countries to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

30. France noted that Croatia had yet to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Noting the country’s efforts to adapt its judicial procedures in order to combat impunity for war criminals, France indicated that efforts must still be undertaken to reduce the backlog of cases. France noted Croatia’s ambitious legislation on the rights of women, children and disabled persons, the appointment of three ombudsmen and the adoption of multi-year national strategies. 

47. In respect of persons with disabilities, Croatia referred to the National Strategy for Equal Opportunity for Disabled People. A special working group had been established toassess the implementation of the existing legislation and had put forward suggestions for its improvement, such as an amendment relating to guardianship following the deprivation of legal capacity. Such an amendment would require further consideration because of its complexity.

60. Sweden referred to the fact that in 2007, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment had indicated that, in certain cases, alleged ill treatment by the police could be considered as amounting to torture. Sweden requested elaboration on measures to ensure impartial investigations into allegations of torture and the prosecution and punishment of perpetrators. Sweden asked about measures to protect the rights of children with disabilities. Sweden made recommendations.

71. Mexico recognized efforts to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and encouraged Croatia to strengthen actions to protect persons with mental disabilities in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Mexico expressed appreciation for the information about the programme on the institutionalization of such persons. Mexico made recommendations.

77. Ghana praised the progress made in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, in making respect for human rights the highest value of the constitutional order, and in establishing several bodies to protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

78. Ukraine acknowledged efforts to combat racial discrimination, domestic violence

and trafficking in persons and to promote gender equality, child protection and the rights of persons with disabilities, migrants and asylum-seekers. Ukraine welcomed the establishment of the Office for Human Rights and the adoption of the Anti-Discrimination Act (2008).

82. Iraq welcomed the establishment of an Ombudsperson in addition to the courts. Iraq also praised the supremacy of the treaties over national legislation. Iraq praised Croatia’s cooperation with the special procedures and the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

97. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Croatia, which considers

that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:

97.11. Take all necessary measures to protect and promote the rights of persons, notably children with disabilities (Sweden);

97.26. Implement fully the obligations to ensure unhampered enjoyment of

human rights by all persons with disabilities (Czech Republic);

98. The following recommendations will be examined by Croatia, which will

provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human

Rights Council, in March 2011:

98.8. Reinforce its efforts to protect the rights of people with disabilities and

to oversee the work of mental health residential facilities, and amend its legal

framework to ensure that it contains human rights guarantees in line with

international standards (Canada);
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Honduras

Working Groups Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.8)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

16. The delegation referred to other priority areas to be addressed as part of the national human rights plan of action, such as the comprehensive attention that should be accorded to persons with disabilities,

74. Singapore commended Honduras for having established the Truth Commission and for placing emphasis on strengthening the rule of law. It thanked Honduras to share its practices on how to tackle human rights challenges, such as prison conditions. Singapore also commended Honduras for the priority accorded to health, education, housing and work and to the situation of women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and recommendations

83. The following recommendations will be examined by Honduras, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Honduras to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session:

83.3. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Spain);
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Jamaica

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.12)

9. Despite those constraints, Jamaica continued to strengthen the national infrastructure and improve the legal and policy framework to protect the rights of specific target groups, such as women, children, young people, the elderly and the disabled.

15. Jamaica explained that, given its past experience, the issue of ratifying any instrument could not be taken lightly. Once the Cabinet had given its approval for ratification, it hoped to first draft the enabling legislation before actually ratifying, in order to reduce the gap between ratification and the implementation of domestic laws. It indicated that significant strides had been made in the ratification of various instruments. It stated thata submission was now before the Cabinet recommending ratification of the Optional

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, since appropriate enabling legislation was now in place; that legislation was being drafted to facilitate ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and that active consideration was also being given to ratifying the Rome Statute.

41. Morocco congratulated Jamaica on its impressive progress in achieving Millennium

Development Goals. Morocco welcomed efforts taken to protect children and women from exploitation and ill treatment and to guarantee respect for the rights of older persons and persons with disabilities.

70. China noted with appreciation that in recent years, Jamaica had achieved

Millennium Development Goals related to poverty alleviation, universal education and health care. China noted that Jamaica was the first country to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

76. Panama welcomed the steps forward concerning the MDGs and inquired about the specific actions Jamaica is undertaking to guarantee real gender balance. It noted with interest the various projects benefiting persons with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

98. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Jamaica and enjoy its support:

98.2. Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on Persons with Disabilities (Panama); ratify OP-CRPD, currently before Parliament

(Spain); become a party to OP-CRPD (Argentina);

98.37. Adopt targeted policies and programmes to offer protections for the most vulnerable in society, including women, children and persons with disabilities, and to eliminate discrimination against them (Canada).

99. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Jamaica, which considers that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:

99.13. Establish adequate services and opportunities for children with disabilities (Germany);

99.14. Enhance the facilities, services and opportunities for children and persons with disabilities (Trinidad and Tobago);
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Lebanon 

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.16) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
26. Cuba recognized Lebanon’s efforts to achieve socio-economic development which had been hampered by invasions and aggressions causing loss of life and property on a large scale. Nevertheless, there were achievements in the area of human rights, such as compulsory basic education, the initiative Education for All and programs to combat illiteracy. Vulnerable groups, particularly children, women and persons with disabilities, had benefited from positive developments.

43. Lebanon had adopted a law on persons with disabilities establishing a National

Committee for the Disabled and providing a number of services for people with special needs. The ratification of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities was now before Parliament. The Ministry of Education focused on the integration of children with special needs, inter alia by ensuring that buildings and premises were adapted and that an enabling environment for these children was created to ensure their integration into mainstream education.
73. Turkey noted with satisfaction the fact that Lebanon was a party to international human rights treaties and their protocols. It positively noted Lebanon’s efforts that were undertaken to establish the National Commission on Lebanese women, High Council on the Rights of the Child and the Commission on the persons with disabilities. Turkey asked formore information on the Commission on the education for children with special needs. It welcomed the existence of a dynamic civil society and the initiative to establish an independent national human rights institution.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

80. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed belowhave been examined by Lebanon and enjoy the support of Lebanon:

80.1. Consider becoming a party to the human rights instruments it has notyet ratified. (Cote d’Ivoire);

80.2. Consider ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (Mexico); (Turkey);

80.3. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Algeria);

80.4. Expedite the necessary process to ratify the UN Convention on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities and step up its efforts to address specific needs of persons with disabilities (Thailand);

80.5. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, signed in 2007 (Spain);

80.21. Consider the creation of additional national mechanisms to promote and protect human rights of vulnerable groups especially women, children, and people with disabilities (Iran);

80.8. Strengthen the institutional framework in the human rights area, including through the establishment of a national human rights institution inaccordance with the Paris Principles (Egypt);

80.9. Establish a national human rights commission accredited by the

International Coordinating Committee (Algeria); Establish a National

Commission on Human Rights in accordance with the Paris Principles

(Greece); Establish a national human rights institution so as to promote human

rights and address the many challenges mentioned by Lebanon in its national

report (Sudan);

80.21. Consider the creation of additional national mechanisms to promote and protect human rights of vulnerable groups especially women, children, and people with disabilities (Iran);

81. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Lebanon which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:

81.13. Further strengthen the protection of rights of vulnerable groups, like

children, women, migrant workers and persons with disabilities (Bangladesh);

81.21. Continue efforts in connection with the integration of disabled children
in formal education as far as possible, in accordance with an inclusive educational approach (Qatar);
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Liberia

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.1)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
21. Since its establishment in 2005, the Liberian National Commission on Disabilities had consistently carried out the task of protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, and a number of activities had been carried out in that regard. Liberia had ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008. However, despite those achievements, persons with disabilities continued to face serious challenges in the country

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
40. China expressed appreciation for efforts made to improve and promote the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities.
71. Bangladesh stated that there was an urgent need to devote special attention to children with disabilities and child victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

77. The following recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Liberia and enjoy its support: 

77.1. Consider ratifying the CRPD, along with the two Optional Protocols to the CRC, to which it is a signatory (India)
77.3. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (Senegal);

78. The following recommendations will be examined by Liberia, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011: 

78.2. Sign and ratify: the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Optional Protocol to CEDAW; the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Argentina); 
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Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.13)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
12. The delegation indicated that women were highly regarded in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, and their rights were guaranteed by all laws and legislation. Discriminatory laws had been revoked. Libyan women occupied prominent positions in the public sector, the judicial system, the public prosecutor’s office, the police and the military. Libyan legislation also guaranteed children their rights, and provided for special care for children with special needs, the elderly and persons with disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

33. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea praised the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its achievements in the protection of human rights, especially in the field of economic and social rights, including income augmentation, social care, a free education system, increased delivery of health-care services, care for people with disabilities, and efforts to empower women. 

34. Bahrain noted that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had adopted various policies aimed at improving human rights, in particular the right to education and the rights of persons with disabilities. Bahrain commended the free education system and praised programmes such as electronic examinations and teacher training. It commended the country for its efforts regarding persons with disabilities, particularly all the services and rehabilitation programmes provided. Bahrain made a recommendation. 

41. Cuba noted that the country had also made a firm commitment to providing health care. Cuba asked about the mechanism for providing care for persons with physical and mental disabilities. 

59. In response to the question relating to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya noted that it had signed the Convention and was currently carrying out all procedures related to ratification.

68. Brazil noted the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya’s economic and social progress and acknowledged the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, the free health care and the high enrolment in primary education. 

70. Kuwait called upon the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to continue its efforts to integrate people with disabilities into society while recognizing their positive role. Kuwait asked about the functions of two national entities that addressed disability issues.   

83. Belarus welcomed the country’s determination to raise the living standards of its population, and noted successes in health, education, employment and the social protection of vulnerable groups. It noted the role of the social research centre and ongoing poverty alleviation policies, and lauded measures to benefit persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
93. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and enjoy its support: 

93.29. Continue their efforts in enhancing the role of persons with disabilities 
in society (Jordan); 
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Malawi

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.2)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

80. Slovenia was also concerned that children, especially girls, children with disabilities, child labourers, street children and orphans, were subjected to discrimination, abuse, neglect, violence, trafficking and exploitation.

88.  Bangladesh welcomed the adoption of the National Plan of Action for Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children, in addition to policies and actions to ensure the enjoyment of the right to health.  However, Bangladesh expressed concern that discrimination persisted against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children with disabilities and orphans.  

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 

104. The following recommendations will be examined by Malawi, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Malawi to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 16th session. 
104.8. Adhere to the following international instruments: the Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to CEDAW; the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance (Argentina); 

104.9. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance; the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Spain); 

105. The recommendations below did not enjoy the support of Malawi: 

105.11. Strengthen efforts to eliminate discrimination against girls and vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities and orphans (Bangladesh); 
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Maldives

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.5) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
60. Brazil expressed concern at discrimination and violence against women, impunity for torture, the marginalization of persons with disabilities, the lack of child protection mechanisms, and the absence of freedom of religion or belief. 

74. Argentina asked about measures taken to eliminate discrimination against children born out of wedlock and persons with disabilities in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

75. Chile referred to the new Constitution and congratulated Maldives on its recent ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its accession to ILO. 

81. Japan noted positively recent legislation and measures to protect women, children, the elderly and the disabled. 

83.Nepal noted efforts for the empowerment of women and the well-being of persons with disabilities, senior citizens and migrant workers, as well as Maldives’ active role in the Human Rights Council, including with regard to climate change.  

85. Chad…noted with appreciation specific measures adopted to improve the situation of women, the disabled and the elderly. 

97. Ecuador commended Maldives’ initiatives with regard to the rights of vulnerable groups, particularly women, children and persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
100. The following recommendations will be examined by Maldives, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 
Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Maldives to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session, in 
March 2011: 
100.30. Adopt and implement draft laws regarding persons with disabilities and concerning mental health, as referred to in the national report, with a view to providing a normative framework to strengthen awareness-raising campaigns on human rights and disability (Mexico); 
100.49. Make further efforts and take the legislative and administrative measures necessary to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities on the ground (Qatar); 
100.124. Take all measures for the purpose of post-disaster reconstruction and adaptation to climate change, with a human-rights-based approach, and carry out consultations with the concerned local communities, giving special attention to women, children and persons with disabilities in this process (Finland); 
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Marshall Islands

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.10)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
22. Climate change was a real concern for the Marshallese people, insofar as it placed lives and livelihoods at risk and could lead to poverty, loss of land, loss of customs and culture, and loss of identity. Vulnerable groups, including, in particular, women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, were most exposed to such risks. The Marshall 

Islands would continue its dialogue with the international community in that regard, as it continued to be a strong supporter of the fast-start climate financing concept under the 

Copenhagen Accord. In that regard, the Marshall Islands called upon the international community to assist it in addressing the issue of climate change, and to focus not only on building capacity and partnerships, but also on providing assistance with specific, “shovel- ready” projects that would produce visible, concrete and measurable results in safeguarding communities and resources. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
30. Slovenia welcomed the Government’s commitment to human rights and noted with appreciation that the Constitution prohibited discrimination based on gender, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, place of birth, family status and descent. However, Slovenia noted that the Constitution did not address discrimination based on disability. 

32. Australia...While welcoming the commitment of the Marshall Islands to meet its obligation to help people with disabilities, it encouraged the country to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

33. Morocco asked whether the Government envisaged developing a legal framework relating to persons with disabilities, including legislation to facilitate their access to public spaces. 

34. Hungary…while acknowledging educational reforms aimed at enhancing the basic rights of young citizens, it expressed concern at allegations of child abuse and neglect, lawful corporal punishment within the family, problems in the area of birth registration, the high number of teen-age pregnancies and barriers to the enjoyment by disabled children of their rights. 

37. New Zealand acknowledged that the Marshall Islands had made progress in improving its human rights situation with limited resources. It noted that the country had not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights or the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and that, as indicated in the national report, more work needed to be done before the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities could be ratified and the related regional Biwako Millennium Framework could be implemented. 

43. The United Kingdom believed that there was a pressing need to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and underlined the importance of amending the Constitution to prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
56. The following recommendations will be examined by the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 
16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011:

56.5. Ratify the main international human rights instruments, particularly 
ICCPR and ICESCR, the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and the 
Optional Protocol thereto, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocols to CEDAW and the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Spain); 

56.6. Ratify ICCPR and the two Optional Protocols thereto, ICESCR and the Optional Protocol thereto, ICERD, the Optional Protocol to CEDAW, CAT and the two Optional Protocols to CRC, as well as CRPD (Slovakia); 

56.7. Sign the CRPD treaty (Hungary); ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and work to implement the Pacific Regional Strategy on Disability (Australia); 

56.24. Reinforce constitutional protections against discrimination to include sex, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity as prohibited grounds for discrimination (Canada); 
56.28. Include disability as prohibited grounds for discrimination in its 
Constitution (New Zealand); 

56.29. Develop comprehensive legislation and policies in favour of persons with disabilities, particularly with regard to non-discrimination, accessibility, education and awareness-raising (Spain); amend its domestic law to prohibit discrimination based on disability, and adopt a national plan to address the needs of the disabled community (United Kingdom); adopt measures to prohibit and prevent discrimination based on disability (Slovenia)
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Mauritania

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.15)

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
91. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Mauritania, which considers that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:
91.11. Continue its persistent efforts to promote mechanisms for the protection of the rights of children, particularly children with disabilities, and to secure their rights, and continue the implementation of programmes for children (Yemen);
92. The following recommendations will be examined by Mauritania, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 
Rights Council, in March 2011. The responses of Mauritania to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session: 
92.3. Ratify the Optional Protocols to ICCPR, ICESCR, CAT and CEDAW, the Optional Protocol to CRC on children in armed conflict, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol thereto, and CED (Spain)
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Micronesia (Federated States of)

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.14)

A. Presentation by the State under review

8. The Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia was the supreme law of the land and guaranteed the right to life, liberty, equal protection and due process of law. It guaranteed non-discrimination on the basis of sex, race, ancestry, national origin, language or social status, as well as the right to property. It provided for freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, association and petition and for the non-establishment of religion and its free exercise. It recognized the right of people to education, health care and legal services. It protected the rights of persons with disabilities, the rights of defendants through the presumption of innocence, and the right against self-incrimination and double jeopardy. It prohibited capital punishment.

13. In 2004, the Federated States of Micronesia had adopted its Strategic Development

Plan to guide the nation for the next 20 years. A key matrix of the rolling development plan was on gender. Gender, as defined in the Plan, included women, young people, the elderly and the disabled.

14. As a nation, the Federated States of Micronesia recognized the rights of persons with disabilities and provided special services for disabled persons in the areas of education and medical care. Special programmes were available. Just this year, the Federated States of Micronesia had adopted a national policy on the disabled. Sanctioned by the National

Congress, the policy set out clear directions on protecting the rights of the disabled. The delegation indicated that the Federated States of Micronesia intended to sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by State under review

26. Mexico recognized the efforts of the Federated States of Micronesia regarding the promotion of and respect for human rights, and paid tribute to the significant progress made with respect to persons with disabilities, compulsory primary education and environmental protection.

27. Australia welcomed progress made in raising awareness about women’s issues, in particular the Government’s support for the first National Women’s Conference. It welcomed the commitment of the national Government to work with state governments to remove the three reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Australia highlighted the Pacific Regional Strategy on

Disability and noted the challenges faced by Micronesia in achieving development goals, as detailed in its national report. Australia made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

61. The following recommendations will be examined by the Federated States of

Micronesia, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The responses of the Federated States of Micronesia to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session:

61.5 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol thereto, the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
III. Voluntary pledges and commitments

63. The Federated States of Micronesia made the following voluntary pledges:

(b) Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
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Mongolia

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.3)

A. Presentation by the State under review 

9. Mongolia, while providing specific protection of civil and political rights, was also committed to promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights. The Government’s actions were also focused on the rights of persons with disabilities and of citizens with monthly incomes lower than the national average. In addition, protecting the rights of national minorities was a priority of Government action, as it implemented non- discriminatory policies and legislation concerning the rights of national minorities. 

16. The Government had been working to implement the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, and its Action Plan 2008-2012 included such objectives as providing persons with disabilities with standard facilities, as well as opportunities for a comfortable lifestyle. The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare had sought to expand its cooperation with non-governmental organizations through the publication and distribution of Braille books for blind persons, and by raising public awareness about the need to ensure the participation of persons with disabilities in social life. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

28. Morocco…welcomed Mongolia’s actions regarding the protection of the rights of minorities and the creation of legal aid centres. Morocco also welcomed the efforts to ensure the protection of disabled persons, the adoption of the law on the protection of child rights, and the Programme on Gender Equality. Morocco took note of Mongolia’s efforts in the areas of health, education, employment and the reform of the electoral system. 

41. Slovakia welcomed the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

53. Efforts had been made to improve the relevant legislation, and a number of 

programmes had been implemented to address the needs of persons with disabilities. The access of persons with disabilities to public office needed to be further addressed. A lack of knowledge about the rights of persons with disabilities had been observed, and thus the Government would continue to enhance those measures to address the problem. 

55. Turkey welcomed the establishment of legal aid centres in all provinces and the National Programme on the Promotion of Persons with Disabilities, and asked for further information in that regard. 

60. The United States…expressed concern at the discrimination based on disabilities, human trafficking and the difficulties faced by religious minorities in registering and building places of worship. 
76. Ukraine welcomed the adoption of national action programmes for human rights. It shared the concern of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women over the lack of measures to eliminate discrimination against women with regard to access to health, employment and participation in political and public life, and the concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child about the social exclusion of children with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
84. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Mongolia and enjoy its support: 

84.28. Successfully implement its plan of action for the period 2008-2012, which was adopted by the Government with a view to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Russian Federation);
84.37. For the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, the participation of all relevant organizations is vital in order to promote their rights as well as the infrastructural and psychological environment are much needed (Kazakhstan); 
84.38. Undertake special measures concerning employment, social welfare and protection of the rights of vulnerable groups, in particular women and persons with disabilities (Islamic Republic of Iran); 
84.59. Support the efforts to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups such as children, women, disabled persons and the elderly (Cuba); 
84.60. Increase awareness regarding disability rights, and make all appropriate accommodations for disabled voters (United States); 
84.61. Design and implement educational programmes for the gradual inclusion of students with disabilities in the education system (Slovenia); 
84.100. Introduce appropriate measures necessary to allow persons with disabilities to exercise their right to vote (Slovakia); 
84.101. Take effective measures to ensure that persons with disabilities and detained persons can exercise their right to vote (Islamic Republic of Iran)
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Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.4) 

A. Presentation by the State under review 
13. The Panamanian Constitution provides that work is both a right and a duty, and bans 

labour discrimination on the grounds of race, birth, disability, social class, gender, religion or political ideas. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

33. China welcomed the efforts made by Panama to improve the health of the population, promote employment, ensure compulsory education, eliminate domestic violence, prevent discrimination against HIV/AIDS patients, eliminate discrimination against women, protect the rights of the disabled, promote food security and prevent deforestation.

55. Peru highlighted the establishment of the National Secretariat for Children and Adolescence, the National Institute for Women and the Secretariat and the National Council for Persons with Disabilities. It commended the universal and free access to health care for children up to the age of 5, pregnant women and women who have just given birth, persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples. 

56. Costa Rica particularly commended Panama for the 2010-2014 Strategic Plan focusing on the most vulnerable groups. It also acknowledged the existence of the National Secretariat on Children, Adolescents and the Family, the National Institute for Women and the National Secretariat for the Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities. 

59.  Jamaica noted that nearly half of the 2010 budget was allocated to social expenditure, and praised the establishment of the 2010-2014 Strategic Plan addressing the problems of vulnerable groups and providing programmes to assist persons with disabilities in entering the labour market.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
70. The following recommendations will be examined by Panama, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. 

70.10. Revise the Constitution, in accordance with the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to avoid the rejection of naturalization for individuals on the grounds of physical or mental disability (Mexico); 
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Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.9)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

28. In addressing a number of observations and recommendations related to ratification of treaties, the delegation noted that its practice was to ensure that it could fully implement a treaty before it became a party to it and not to ratify unless it could do so. Under its Constitution, such ratification required approval of two thirds of the United States Senate. The United States was strongly committed to ratifying the CEDAW and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
36. The United States continues to be a world leader in protecting disability rights. In addition to signing the Disabilities Convention, it vigorously enforces laws against architectural barriers and unnecessary institutionalization. In the past year, the United States filed or participated in more than a dozen lawsuits to promote full inclusion of persons with disabilities. 

77. New Zealand stated that the United States had demonstrated leadership in the promotion of human rights. It noted with appreciation that the United States had excluded the death penalty for those under 18 years of age at the time of the offence, and those with intellectual disabilities. However, it noted that significant numbers of people continued to be executed. New Zealand welcomed the signing by the United States of CPRD.

91. It is a testament to the steady erosion of barriers of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, disability, and ethnicity that United States delegation members of such diversity were present to speak for the United States today.  

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

92. In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the United States of America: 

92.1. Ratify without reservations the following conventions and protocols: 
CEDAW; the ICESCR; the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

92.4. Ratify ICESCR and its Optional Protocol; the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Spain); 
92.5. Continue its efforts to realise universal human rights by a) ratifying 
CEDAW; b) becoming a party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; c) acceding to ICESCR; d) ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Canada);

92.17. Ratify ICESCR, CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other core human rights treaties as soon as possible (China); 
92.18. Ratify additional human rights treaties such as the ICESCR; the Convention of the Rights of the Child; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances and the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in order to further strengthen their support to the United Nations Human Rights mechanisms (Netherlands); 
92.21. Consider ratifying CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Austria);

92.24. Ratify at its earliest opportunity other core human rights instruments, particularly, those to which it is already a signatory, namely CEDAW, Convention on the Rights of the Child, ICESCR, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Thailand); 

92.35. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as a matter of priority (New Zealand); Become a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Australia); 

92.109. Promote equal socio-economic as well as educational opportunities for all both in law and in fact, regardless of their ethnicity, race, religion, national origin, gender or disability (Thailand); 

92.114. Increase its efforts to effectively guarantee human rights of persons with disabilities, while welcoming the signing of the Convention and urging their prompt implementation (Costa Rica); 

92.116. Continue its intense efforts to undertake all necessary measures to ensure fair and equal treatment of all persons, without regard to sex, race, religion, colour, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability, and encourage further steps in this regard (Israel); 

92.133. Abolish the death penalty, which is also applied to persons with mental disabilities and commute those which have already been imposed (Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela); 
92.198. Reinforce the broad range of safeguards in favour of the most vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities and the homeless to allow them the full enjoyment of their rights and dignity (Morocco);
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