Page 22

Human Rights Council, 24th session, 9 to 27 September 2013

Half-day panel discussion on the World Conference on Indigenous peoples: Human rights as a cross-cutting theme in the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva

17th September 2013

This panel was made accessible to persons with disabilities and had captioning in English and simultaneous International Sign interpretation, which were also webcast.

This panel talked about the coming World Conference on Indigenous Peoples in September 2014. The panellists were Ms. Falvia Pansieri, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. John Henriksen, Co-facilitator in the process towards the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, Mr. Raja Devasish Roy, member of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Mr. Wilton Littlechild, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights o Indigenous Peoples, Ms. Tania Edith Pariona Tarqui, Indigenous Global Coordinating Group, Ms. Soyata Maiga, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Some Human Rights Council members, Observer States, other observers, NGOs took the floor as well.
The main issues addressed during the discussion were the essential participation of Indigenous peoples in the World Conference and its preparatory process – including women, youths, and persons with disabilities; the sharing of perspectives and best practices; the preparatory conference which took place in Alta and its Outcome Document [pdf]; the main issues to be addressed at the World Conference; the modalities of the World Conference; the implementation of the rights of Indigenous peoples as stated in the Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007); financial support for the World Conference (UN Fund for Indigenous Peoples); recognition of the eventual outcome document (of the World Conference) by the UN; political or legal changes and efforts to implement Indigenous rights at a national level; the diversity of Indigenous peoples to be taken into account at the World Conference; respect of Indigenous justice; United Nations Indigenous People’s Partnership.
Ms Olga Montúfar Contreras, speaking on behalf of the Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network, took the floor during the discussion. She mentioned the need for greater financial, technical and political support for the participation of Indigenous peoples at the World Conference and its preparatory process. Indigenous persons with disabilities face discrimination in terms of educational and cultural rights, in addition with challenges regarding health, housing and education. She advocates for the report on the situation of Indigenous peoples with disabilities to be integrated into the final resolution of this Council session and the inclusion of Indigenous peoples with disabilities within the global caucus to ensure their full and effective participation on an equal footing with Indigenous peoples.
For more details, see the summary of the discussion below.

Opening remarks

Ms. Flavia Pansieri, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights



Ms Pansieri noted that this discussion represented an opportunity to explore how the outcome of the World Conference yields concrete results to improve and advance the rights of Indigenous peoples, including women and children. The World Conference preparatory process has already inspired innovations and generated energy and enthusiasm. The President of General Assembly decided to appoint an indigenous co-facilitator, John Henriksen of the Sami Parliament of Norway, to conduct with Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba of Mexico first consultations with governments and Indigenous peoples on the World Conference. Indigenous peoples from all regions have organised themselves and actively engaged in the process. The Global Indigenous Preparatory Conference - organised in Alta, Norway, in June 2013 – resulted in a substantial and detailed outcome document. The Office of the High Commissionaire for Human Rights wants to ensure direct support to the participation of Indigenous peoples in the World Conference through the UN Voluntary Fund on Indigenous Populations. This participation must ensure that the Conference addresses themes, issues and challenges that are truly priorities for Indigenous peoples who have already put forward a number of valuable recommendations in this respect. Important proposals have also been made in recent sessions of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Since the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007, we have seen such action in a number of countries in all regions. However, only a limited number of States have introduced comprehensive strategies or national action plans devoted to the implementation of the Declaration. The World Conference would be an excellent opportunity to encourage the introduction of such comprehensive approaches through implementation strategies and/or action plans, to be developed, implemented and monitored in close partnership with Indigenous peoples. Indigenous peoples’ rights have gradually moved from obscurity to visibility in the United Nations (Indigenous peoples’ rights are regularly raised in Human Rights mechanisms; three UN mandates are devoted to Indigenous peoples; OHCHR and other UN agencies are working closely together, and with Indigenous peoples, to advance Indigenous peoples’ rights). The World Conference can encourage attention to Indigenous peoples in the post-2015 development agenda and other key contexts. For example, it could help to galvanize further support to the crucial work of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and stimulate more consistent follow-up to their findings.  It can also help to boost inter-agency initiatives on Indigenous peoples.

Mr. John Henriksen, Co-facilitator in the process towards the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples



Mr. Henriksen mentioned that it has been decided that the World Conference should focus on the realization of the rights of Indigenous peoples, including rights recognized in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The United Nations make serious efforts in meeting one of the most fundamental requirements under the Declaration. The World Conference should assure that Indigenous peoples’ rights become a reality on the ground around the world. The World Conference provides an excellent opportunity for the United Nations to continue this inclusive practice. The full and effective participation of the rights holders – the indigenous peoples – must be secured in the World Conference process.
The organizational arrangements for the World Conference, provide an innovative basis and framework for Indigenous peoples’ participation at the General Assembly level. The resolution also encourages participation of Indigenous women, youth, elders and persons with disabilities. The Declaration also provides minimum standards for Indigenous peoples’ participation in decision-making processes affecting them. The representatives of Indigenous peoples need access to the consultations carried out by the President of the General Assembly, on the remaining organizational matters, and the outcome document. It also requires that Indigenous peoples are provided necessary financial assistance, as many would otherwise not be able to participate in the process.  Unfortunately, the expansion of the mandate of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples has, so far, generated limited interest and pledges from States. Indigenous peoples, throughout the last 1 ½ years, have carried out regional, thematic and global preparatory processes. The Preparatory Conference adopted the Alta Outcome Document by consensus. Indigenous peoples should have an opportunity to effectively contribute towards shaping the outcome of the World Conference.

Mr. Raja Devasish Roy, member of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues



Mr. Raja Devasish Roy made the following remarks.
1.
Introduction

The General Assembly decided, through resolution A/RES/65/198 of 21 December 2010, to organize “a high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly in 2014, to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples”.

Objective: The main aim is to share perspectives and best practices on the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples and to pursue the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous (2007).

2.
Background

Resolution 65/198 invites the President of the General Assembly (PGA) to conduct open-ended consultations with Member States and with representatives of Indigenous peoples within the framework of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PFII), as well as the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (SRIP), in order to determine the modalities for the meeting, including the participation of indigenous peoples in the Conference.

The three UN mandates specific to indigenous peoples - PFII, EMRIP and SRIP- have initiated discussions on the World Conference.  During its 10th, 11th and 12th sessions (2011, 2012 and 2013), the Permanent Forum devoted plenary sessions to enable Indigenous peoples, member States and other partners to discuss their views and perspectives on the 2014 World Conference. The sessions in 2011 and 2012 were undertaken in close cooperation with the Presidents of the General Assembly. Drawing on the discussions, the Forum adopted a number of recommendations and highlighted the need to secure the equal, direct and meaningful participation of Indigenous peoples throughout all stages of the World Conference as essential to achieve a constructive and comprehensive outcome document that will genuinely improve the status and conditions of indigenous peoples worldwide.
 The recommendations from those sessions are contained in documents E/2011/43, E/2012/43 and E/2013/43.  EMRIP has also included the 2014 World Conference in its discussions since 2012.

In January 2012, the Permanent Forum was asked by the other indigenous-specific UN mechanisms to take the leading role in the World Conference process, mainly due to its position and role within the UN system, and the location of its secretariat at UNHQ.

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples provides the normative framework for the World Conference and its outcome documents. In this context, it is relevant to note Article 42, which firmly places the responsibility to promote respect for and full application and effectiveness of the Declaration on the UN, its agencies and bodies, including the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and on Member States.
3.
Modalities 

Facilitators: In accordance with the mandate and the spirit of GA resolution 65/198, in April 2012 the President of the 66th session of the General Assembly appointed H. E. Luis Alfonso de Alba, Permanent Representative of Mexico and Mr. John B. Henriksen, the international representative of the Sami Parliament of Norway, to facilitate consultations on the modalities and arrangements for the World Conference, including the substantive participation of Indigenous peoples.

Based on these consultations, the 66th Session of the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution in September 2012 (A/RES/66/296) on the Organization of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly, to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. This resolution includes the following elements:
Format:  

The High Level Event (WCIP 2014) will be a two day event on 22-23 September consisting of:

· Two plenary meetings in the form of an opening and closing session; 

· Three interactive round-table discussions
· One interactive panel discussion.
Accreditation: Organizations and institutions of indigenous peoples interested in participating in the World Conference will submit applications for accreditation for consideration of Member States. The President of the General Assembly (PGA) will draw up a list of representatives of non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, national human rights institutions and the private sector to be considered on a non-objection basis.
Preparatory process: The PGA is requested to organize, no later than June 2014, an informal interactive hearing with representatives of indigenous peoples, the UN system, academic institutions, national human rights institutions, parliamentarians, civil society and non-governmental organizations, to provide input into the preparatory process.

Outcome: The World Conference shall result in a concise, action oriented outcome document.  The PGA will prepare a draft text in consultations with member States and Indigenous Peoples, taking into account the views emerging from the preparatory process and interactive hearing. 

Funding: The mandate of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations, managed by OHCHR, is expanded to assist representatives of indigenous peoples to participate in the World Conference (travel). 

In this context, it is relevant to take into consideration that no additional funds have been provided and/or requested for organizing and conducting the World Conference in 2014.
4. 
Activities related to the World Conference

The following are some of the activities and events that are upcoming:

· It is hoped that during the next resumed session of ECOSOC in October 2013 the draft decisions and the report of 12th session of the Permanent Forum will be adopted.  This was deferred from the July ECOSOC session;

· The Chairperson of the Permanent Forum will meet the Chef de Cabinet of the President-elect of the 68th session of the General Assembly to deliver the recommendations of the Permanent Forum on the World Conference;
· The Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues will conduct its annual meeting in New York.  This will be hosted by UNICEF and the main focus is to discuss the role of the UN system agencies, funds and programmes for the World Conference. The meeting will be held from 22 to 23 October 2013;
· The Government of Mexico plans to organize a regional thematic preparatory meeting in early 2014 in Mexico on the World Conference;
· There will be an informal interactive hearing conducted by the President of the General Assembly – to be completed before June 2014;
· The Permanent Forum session will take place from 12 to 23 May 2014, and will include a discussion on the World Conference;
· EMRIP is also expected to include a discussion at its July, 2014 session; and

· Finally, the high level event of the General Assembly, to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, will be organized on 22-23 September 2014.  
5. 
Pending tasks for the PGA

As of now, these are some of the tasks that remain:

· That the PGA continues the earlier practice and appoints a State representative and an indigenous peoples’ representative to conduct inclusive informal consultations on his behalf;
· In consultation with member States and representatives of Indigenous Peoples, the PGA finalizes the organizational arrangements for the World Conference, including the definition of specific themes for the round-table discussions and the interactive panel discussion, the opening ceremony, the discussion of the outcome document, and the identification of the chairs of the roundtable discussions and panel discussion; 
· It is hoped that, with the support of all concerned, an action-oriented outcome document will emerge, which will provide all concerned with a road map to put into practice the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Next, Mr. Raja Devasish Roy discussed the UNPFII and recommendations of the 12th session, May 2013: 

In preparation for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (2014), during an inter-active discussion at the 12th session in May 2013, the PFII took careful note of the statements and recommendations on what are the expectations of the upcoming World Conference.

At this session, statements were made by Member States, indigenous peoples from the seven socio-cultural regions, in addition to indigenous women, youth and disability caucuses, UN Agencies and Inter-governmental Organizations as well as NGOs. Based on these discussions, the Permanent Forum prepared 24 recommendations on the World Conference. (E/2013/43).
Some of the important aspects of the recommendations are:

(71.) The Permanent Forum reaffirms the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the normative framework for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. The provisions of General Assembly resolution 66/296 regarding the organization of the high-level plenary meeting of the sixty-ninth session of the Assembly, to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, must be given the widest and most generous interpretation possible in order to achieve the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples.
(74.) The Permanent Forum welcomes the confirmation of the Government of Mexico to hold a regional and thematic preparatory meeting with the participation of United Nations Member States, indigenous peoples and the United Nations system, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Permanent Forum to build further consensus on the process and content of the World Conference and its related discussions.
(78.) The Permanent Forum considers that the conclusion of the Global Preparatory Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in Alta, Norway, from 10 to 12 June 2013, should be considered as a firm basis for the identification of specific themes for the round table and panel discussions under the auspices of the General Assembly.

(79.) The Permanent Forum recommends to the President of the sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly the continuation of the practice, established during the sixty-sixth session of the Assembly, to appoint a State representative and an indigenous peoples’ representative to conduct inclusive informal consultations on his behalf, in order to build consensus on the themes of the round table and panel discussions and the contents of the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples as well as to ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the process.

(80.) The Permanent Forum recalls GA Resolution 66/296 and recommends that the President of the sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly organize an informal interactive hearing, back-to-back with, but separate from, the thirteenth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues [May 2014]. This will ensure that those representatives of indigenous peoples who are attending the Permanent Forum are also able to participate in the informal interactive hearing without the need to return to New York at a later date and incur further travel and other related expenditures. 

(84.) The Permanent Forum requests the Office of the sixty-eighth session of the President of the General Assembly to maintain close communication with the Forum, through its secretariat, to facilitate the Forum’s contribution to the preparatory stages of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. The Permanent Forum further requests DESA of the UN Secretariat to provide support to the secretariat of the Permanent Forum to carry out its responsibilities in this regard.

(86.) Recalling the recommendation made in paragraph 118 of the report on its eleventh session (E/2012/43-E.C19/2012/13), the Permanent Forum takes note of the interventions made by indigenous peoples, Member States, and others concerning the potential themes for the World Conference.  A number of themes have emerged as priority issues of concern to all:  (a) the right of Indigenous peoples to self-determination; (b) the right of Indigenous peoples to lands, territories, and resources, extractive industries, and the related right to free, prior, and informed consent; (c) the economic, social, and cultural rights of Indigenous peoples and; (d) and the need to strengthen the participation of indigenous peoples in United Nations mechanisms and the mechanism themselves, as well as the need for immediate, effective and comprehensive implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by Member States and the United Nations system with the full participation of indigenous peoples. The Forum is mindful that dialogue will continue among and between indigenous peoples and Member States in preparation for the World Conference.

(89.) The Permanent Forum calls upon Member States, guided by the spirit of solidarity with indigenous peoples and consistent with their capabilities, to provide support for the effective implementation of outcomes of the World Conference in mutually agreed areas of cooperation within the framework of United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

(90.) The Permanent Forum recommends that the President of the sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly in the selection of co-chairs and other members of the two plenary meetings,  the three interactive round-table discussions,  one interactive panel discussion during the WCIP and the informal interactive hearing to be held before June 2014, apply the following criteria: (a) Regional representation of indigenous peoples; (b) Gender balance; (c) The inclusion of indigenous elders and youth; (d) The inclusion of indigenous persons with disabilities. The Permanent Forum offers its assistance to the PGA in identifying potential co-chairs and other members.

Mr. Wilton Littlechild, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples



Mr. Littlechild noted that he participated in preparatory meetings for the World conference. The meeting in Alta was part of the global preparatory process and will contribute to dialogues and negotiations between states and Indigenous peoples on the final outcome document of the World Conference. The sixth session of the Expert Mechanism provided the first opportunity to consider further the Alta Outcome Document and several proposals were made to the Human Rights Council.
The right to participate in decision-making should be respected and recognized by the UN and its member States, in relation to the World Conference. The Indigenous-specific mechanisms must have ample opportunity to participate in the World Conference.The full and effective participation in decision-making of Indigenous peoples on an equal basis throughout the United Nations system. 

The Expert Mechanism’s 7th Session will provide the last opportunity for Indigenous specific mechanisms to inform the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, along with possibly the Human Rights Council Session in the fall of 2014.

Through the thematic Advice, studies and research that the Expert Mechanism provides to the Human Rights Council, we have had the opportunity to contribute to an understanding of the human rights of Indigenous peoples. Some of the work of the Expert mechanism:

· For the Indigenous Peoples’ Lands, Territories and Resources, the CRP 1 highlights the inter-relationship between the right to self-determination and to permanent sovereignty over Indigenous peoples’ lands, territories and resources.
· Focus on the right to full and effective participation of Indigenous peoples in relation to the right to education.

· Increased involvement of, and representation of, Indigenous peoples throughout the UN system is advanced.

· Centrality of the right of self-determination, in achieving a human rights-based approach and addressing the underlying causes of rights violations, such as land dispossession, conflict, displacement and loss of sustainable livelihoods.
· Inter-relationship between Indigenous peoples’ cultures, languages and ways of life and the right to self-determination. 
· Need for full recognition of the rights contained in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, at all levels.

Ms. Tania Edith Pariona Tarqui, Indigenous Global Coordinating Group



(summary translation)
Ms. Tania Edith Pariona Tarqui mentioned the importance of the participation of Indigenous peoples in the preparatory process of the World Conference. The World Conference represents an opportunity to strengthen their commitment to States, with representatives from different regions of the world. She appeals for States to consult Indigenous peoples to strengthen their participation. It is necessary to guarantee a better participation of Indigenous peoples, youth, women and persons with disabilities and to have financial resources. The States must consult Indigenous peoples at a national, regional and international level to find a consensus on the themes and the recommendations of the World Conference. 

Ms. Soyata Maiga, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights



Ms. Maiga mentioned that the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples is a forum which is expected to re-affirm the principles, values and standards set particularly by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and also assist in the implementation of this instrument by all stakeholders.
I. Aims and goals of the World Conference in general and the participation of Indigenous peoples in the process, in line with Resolution A/RES/66/296:

- For this panel: identify cross-cutting human rights violations and best practices from each region

- Manner and modalities of participation of Indigenous peoples and their organizations at the Conference

- Regional organizations can play a pivotal role in informing Indigenous organizations and institutions to participate at the World Conference

- A mechanism should also be developed to raise funds for the participation of Indigenous peoples and their organizations

II. Issues that are central importance to Indigenous peoples worldwide and explore whether and how these could be addressed in the context of the World Conference:

a. Land, territories and resources 

b. Health and Education

c. Discrimination against Women and Persons with Disabilities :

At the World Conference Indigenous women and persons with disabilities should be well represented, and their issues discussed, not in the general context of Indigenous peoples, but with specific focus on the challenges they face within their communities. 

d. Lack of Political Participation 

e. Cooperation with the Private Sector

f. Implementation Strategies and Mainstreaming of Indigenous Peoples Issues in the Work of the UN 
Council Members, Observer States and other Observers
Malaysia



The Conference will provide an appropriate consultative mechanism to deliberate the way to integrate and translate the rights of Indigenous peoples into national policies and development plans. Continuous engagement with the community is essential to ensure that Indigenous groups are not left behind in the development agenda. The representative gives examples of national measures to help development and inclusion of Indigenous groups. Indigenous peoples should have the choice to join the mainstream society.

Bolivia (Plurinational State of)



(summary translation)

Bolivia is the only State which put the UN Declaration of Indigenous Rights in its constitution. It was then able to implement some legal and administrative means to guarantee the rights of Indigenous peoples. 

Ireland



Ireland is supportive of the World Conference’s aim to exchange practices. The States need to be careful about the special needs of different groups within Indigenous peoples (including people with disabilities). Ireland is pleased to fund the UN Indigenous People’s Partnership.

Norway



Norway values the innovative approach of Mr. John Henriksen and support the outcome document of the Alta meeting. Norway needs to see good partnerships between representatives of Indigenous peoples and States and contributed to the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations. 

United States of America


The U.S. government places importance on the coming World Conference, consistent with its policy to strengthen its relationship with Indian tribes. USA will conduct a listening session to hear the suggestions of Indigenous representatives for the World Conference (October 11 2013). The recommendations of the Alta outcome document should be considered during the negotiations on the outcome document. Civil partners should be able to participate at the Conference and the round tables will allow full participation of Indigenous Peoples. 

Australia



Australia acknowledges the work of the UN and its fora focussed on Indigenous peoples, where Australia has been active, also in the preparatory work of the World Conference. A particular focus for Australia will be on practical changes to improve the lives of Indigenous Peoples. Australia is committed to better engagement with Indigenous peoples.

Cuba on behalf of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)


The CELAC is for the protection, promotion and respect of the traditional cultures of Indigenous people. CELAC established new fora to discuss human rights for health, education, agriculture, justice but there are still more challenges to overcome.

Congo (Republic of)


Congo adopted its second national plan to improve the quality of life for Indigenous peoples and would like to ratify the convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation, concerning Indigenous peoples. There is a working group (in the African Union) which studies the major challenges that face Indigenous peoples. Congo notes the delay in the implementation of the action programmes of the second decade for Indigenous peoples. Congo reaffirms its support for the World Conference.

Paraguay



(summary translation)
There is often gap between the principles of the Declaration and the realities of Indigenous peoples. The World Conference could be an opportunity, with different actors, to renovate compromises. It is important to guarantee the involvement and the participation of Indigenous peoples in activities that concern their rights. Paraguay implemented a national policy for Indigenous Health as an example of an inclusive process.

Finland



The World Conference is a process which Finland strongly believes should be inclusive. Finland supports Indigenous peoples' full and effective participation and consultation both in preparation for the World Conference as well as during the Conference, stressing the vision of Indigenous peoples’ self-determination and their free, prior and informed consent. The government of Finland will consult the Sami Parliament in Finland. Finland is committed to supporting the Indigenous peoples' own preparatory meetings.

Russian Federation



Indigenous peoples’ rights are one of the key issues of Russian policy. The Russian Federation hopes that the World conference will bring dialogue between governments, civil society organisations and Indigenous peoples to implement the provisions of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This conference could be a summing up of the decade of Indigenous peoples, where international cooperation was needed to resolve several problems.
Non-governmental Organizations

European Disability Forum, Olga Montúfar Contreras
Other minority movements have begun to formalize their existence. In May 2012, a group of Indigenous persons with disabilities met under the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Two experts submitted a report looking at the special challenges faced by Indigenous persons with disabilities, who face discrimination, concerning cultural and educational rights, housing, education and health.

Greater financial, technical and political support is needed for Indigenous peoples' participation in the World Conference preparatory activities, local and national activities designed to increase understanding of the processes prior to the World Conference, and various forms of participation. These should be available in formats accessible to Indigenous persons with disabilities.

Largely indigenous persons with disabilities have been invisible in the work of the various United Nations entities dealing with human rights and the situation of Indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, should invite States Parties to integrate direct consultation with Indigenous persons with disabilities.

Therefore indigenous persons with disabilities advocate for the Alta Outcome document and the report on the situation of Indigenous persons with disabilities [E/C.19/2013/6] to be integrated into the final resolution of this Council session. They also ask for inclusion within the Global Caucus to ensure their full and effective participation on an equal footing with Indigenous peoples.

Indian Law Resources Centre



The recommendations of the World Conference should have the support of authentic Indigenous government and peoples, should be workable for the UN and improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. The UN must create a new authoritative body to promote the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Steps should be taken to address violence against Indigenous women. A new status should be found for the Indigenous peoples and governments in order to participate in UN activities.
Panellists
Mr. John Henriksen, Co-facilitator in the process towards the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples



Mr. Henriksen noted that the issues that are central to Indigenous peoples depend on which Indigenous people is asked this question. The Alta Outcome Document is a consensus document, and the result of consultations and negotiations between, and among, Indigenous peoples in all seven regions. It identifies four overarching themes that capture the issues regarded as of greatest importance to Indigenous peoples:
Theme 1: Indigenous peoples’ lands, territories, resources, oceans and waters;

Theme 2: UN system action for the implementation of the rights of indigenous peoples;

Theme 3: Implementation of the rights of indigenous peoples; 
Theme 4: Indigenous peoples’ priorities for development with free, prior and informed consent. 

He continued on the theme of the Indigenous peoples’ rights to lands, territories and waters. 

Council Members, Observer States and other Observers
State of Palestine on behalf of Arab Group



The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the World Conference are international instruments to ensure the rights of Indigenous peoples. The Arab group read different reports submitted to the Council about this issue and gave attention to the final summary of replies to questionnaires concerning views of Indigenous peoples with regard to best practices to implement the Declaration. The challenges which exist will require solidarity, cooperation and complementarities among Indigenous people, States, the United Nations and UN agencies.

Estonia



Estonia stresses the importance of the participation in decision-making processes for Indigenous peoples at local and governmental level but also at the United Nations. Estonia values the framework of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and would appreciate the views of the panellists to include the recommendation in the Convention to the Conference outcome document. Estonia invites the panellists to think about the opportunities offered by modern information and communication technology to encourage and increase participation in socio-political life, including in preparing for the World Conference.

European Union



It is essential for the success of the World Conference that the Indigenous peoples themselves can participate throughout the preparatory process as well as during the Conference. The EU recalls that the GA resolution 66/296 encouraged the participation of Indigenous women, youth, older persons and persons with disabilities. The EU is committed to review and further develop its policy in the run-up to the 2014 World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. It launched a call for proposals under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) with the aim of promoting rights of Indigenous peoples. The World Conference should contribute to “pursuing the objectives of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”.

Peru



(summary translation)
The World Conference will be a good opportunity to exchange point of views and practices on rights on Indigenous peoples and preparatory meetings seem essential. Representatives of States, national institutions for human rights, Indigenous peoples from all regions, including women and other relevant stakeholders. The final document of the Conference must be concise and action-orientated, taking into account the national and regional realities.

New Zealand



The Human Rights Council should be engaged in this process. The World Conference and its preparation should be an inclusive process and New Zealand worked for this purpose (circulate the Alta document as a formal UN document). The World Conference must engage and listen to the Indigenous peoples outside the Indigenous Coordinating Group and the Alta process to have a broad representation of all Indigenous groups and organisations.

Chile



(summary translation)
The World Conference is an opportunity to share best practices and experiences in terms of Indigenous rights. There is a UN project that aim at creating a space for dialogue and capacity strengthening for representatives of Indigenous peoples of Chile. 

Denmark



Denmark hopes to work constructively with all stakeholders towards the adoption of an action-oriented and concise outcome document of the World Conference. The Alta outcome document should obtain a status as an official document of the UN. The Human Rights Council considers the four themes identified in the Alta outcome document as the themes for the World Conference. Both States and Indigenous peoples will have to engage actively in order to move the Indigenous peoples’ agenda forward in the context of the development theme and the post 2015 agenda. Denmark is concerned regarding the postponement of the adoption of the report of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on its twelfth session. 

Ecuador



(summary translation)
Ecuador worked with Indigenous organisations of four countries where the community is. It recognises justice of Indigenous peoples and stimulates public policies to guarantee it. The constitution introduces changes for the jurisdiction of Indigenous peoples. They must be clear and uniform parameters in the different organs and procedure of the UN to avoid divergence between ordinary justice and Indigenous justice.

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)



(summary translation)
Venezuela recognises the rights of Indigenous Peoples with its multiethnic, multicultural and multilingual character. The World Conference will be an opportunity to share views about Indigenous rights. Venezuela leads an initiative to develop and strengthen the legal policies and reforms for the Indigenous rights to be recognised.

International Labour Organisation



ILO has a programme to promote the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention (number 169) in order to make their rights become a reality on the ground. The UN Indigenous Peoples Partnership was created in 2011 and aim at implementing the international standards for Indigenous peoples. UNIPP aims at establishing participatory and consultative processes for governments and Indigenous peoples. UNIPP is informed by recommendations and studies from other UN organisations. Its programmes and activities are designed at the county level. Some UNIPP achievements are listed here by ILO.

International Development Law Organization



IDLO welcomes the World Conference to share perspectives and best practices on the realization of the rights of Indigenous peoples and to pursue the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. IDLO would like to highlight its commitment to focus on Indigenous communities as we document and promote legal initiatives to create a culture of justice. Traditional justice systems, built on years of history, are essential and must exist hand in hand with other legal systems. It should be ensured that the World Conference won’t be used to diminish, redefine or qualify the rights affirmed as the minimum standard by the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples.
Non-Governmental Organizations

International Indian Treaty Council



The International Indian Treaty Council hopes that the outcomes of the World Conference will include mechanisms and processes for the implementation of rights of Indigenous peoples. It calls the Human Rights Council to recognise the Alta document and agrees that it will be a basis for the outcome document of the World Conference. The IITC recommends the General Assembly to call for “the establishment of an international mechanism to provide oversights, redress, restitution and the implementation of Treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between Indigenous Nations and States and successor States”. 
For more information:
See webcast link for the discussion, which includes captioning in English and International Sign interpretation, here:
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/regular-sessions/24th-session/watch/panel-discussion-on-indigenous-peoples-16th-meeting-24th-regular-session-of-human-rights-council/2678947254001
� Para 69 of Report of 11th Session of the UN PFII (� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=E/C.19/2012/13" �E/2012/43�).






