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Global News

CRPD ratifications and signatories

Currently, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has 107 ratifications, while the Optional Protocol (OP) has 63 ratifications. 
The number of signatures to the CRPD is 153 while the OP has 90 signatures. 

Please click the link to check the list of Signatories and State Parties.
States Reports submitted to the CRPD Committee

Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have recently presented their national reports to the CRPD Committee. For the moment, the reports are only available in English.
Spain, Tunisia, Peru, China, Argentina, Austria, Hungary, Paraguay, Australia, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Sweden, Azerbaijan, Mexico, Republic of Korea and Belgium were the first countries in submit their national reports to the CRPD Committee.

Please click here to access the CRPD Committee website section where you can find all reports presented so far to the CRPD Committee.
CRPD Implementation Guidelines Seminar
On 14 - 15 November, IDA held a AusAID funded seminar in Geneva to establish a roadmap for CRPD implementation guidelines in an effort to support DPOs’ advocacy work. IDA members and other stakeholders (including NGOs, States and UN entities) actively participated in the discussions and the testing of the proposed methodology for the implementation guidelines. The meeting was webcasted, allowing web participants, consisting mainly of DPO representatives, to present suggestions and questions. All participants welcomed the idea to produce the guidelines by modules and to start the process by producing a foundational module. The recorded webcast is available at www.livestream.com/ida_crpd. 

International Day for the Elimination of the Violence Against women

On 25 November the world celebrated the International Day for the Elimination of the Violence Against Women with the aim to raise public awareness of the problem of violence against women.
Please click the links below to access the press release, in which IDA calls for urgent and concerted measures to eradicate violence against women and girls with disabilities worldwide, as well as, to address the causes and effects of violence for the full and equal participation by women and girls with disabilities in all aspects of society. (English and Spanish)
Treaty Bodies
The Committee on Migrant Workers held its 15th session in September 2011 to review Argentina, Chile and Guatemala.  For the first time, IDA, together with RIADIS and Argentinian DPO, REDI (Red por los derechos de las personas con discapacidad), participated before this Committee and provided information on Argentina’s excessive residence requirements for migrant workers applying for disability pensions, despite a Supreme Court judgment declaring the application of the 20 year residence requirement unconstitutional in a case concerning disability benefits for a child with disabilities.  A strong recommendation (par. 29) was issued by the Committee to Argentina to review the required length of residence for non-contributory social benefits to migrant workers and members of their families. Concluding Observations on Argentina.

The Human Rights Committee held its 103rd session from 17 October – 4 November.  It examined the reports of Iran, Kuwait, Jamaica, and Norway in public sessions, and in the absence of a report, Malawi, in a closed session as has been the practice for non-reporting States.  Together with Norwegian DPO, We Shall Overcome (WSO), and the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP), IDA made a joint submission on Norway. Click here to read the disability analysis of the Committee’s Concluding Observations. Click here to read the WSO, WNUSP and IDA submission on Norway, here to read IDA’s disability analysis of the State reports, and here for IDA’s recommendations on Concluding Observations.  The Committee’s review sessions have been webcast live and are available for viewing here.
During this session, the Committee decided to amend rule 70 of its Rules of Procedure which now allows the Committee to review non-reporting States in public sessions and to make public the adopted Concluding Observations at the end of the session (instead of treating them confidentially and delaying their publication for one year as has been the practice).  The amendment ensures that all States are treated equally and are reviewed under the same procedure; in addition, it acts as an incentive for States to comply with their reporting obligations. 
The Committee against Torture held its 47th session from 31 October – 25 November. It examined the reports of Belarus, Bulgaria, Djibouti, Germany, Madagascar, Morocco, Paraguay and Sri Lanka (the foreseen review of Greece was postponed). Click here to read the disability analysis of the Concluding Observations, here to read IDA’s recommendations for Concluding Observations, and here to read IDA’s disability analysis of the State reports.  With respect to Germany, DPI’s German member, Interessenvertretung Selbstbestimmt Leben in Deutschland e.V, made their own submission, available here, as did WNUSP member, Bundesverband Psychiatrie-Erfahrener e.V. (Federal Organisation of (ex-) Users and Survivors of Psychiatry in Germany) which is available here.  The Committee’s review sessions have been webcast live and are available for viewing here.
Additionally, on 22 November the Committee held a public consultation on their draft of General Comment on Article 14, CAT, the right to redress and rehabilitation.  IDA participated in this consultation and made a submission on the latest draft of the General Comment, click here to read it.
The Sub-Committee on the Prevention of Torture (SPT) held its 15th session from 14-18 November.  The SPT visited Brazil from 19 - 30 September 2011; for further information on the cities and places of detention visited during this visit, click here.

The SPT announced that it will be making the following country visits in 2012: Argentina, Gabon, Honduras, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of Moldova and Senegal. For further details, visit the SPT Committee’s website. 

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is holding its 47th session from 14 November – 2 December.  It examined the reports of Argentina, Cameroon, Estonia, Israel and Turkmenistan. Click here to read IDA’s recommendations for Concluding Observations, and here to read IDA’s disability analysis of the State reports.  Together with Argentinian DPO, REDI (Red por los derechos de las personas con discapacidad), and RIADIS, IDA made a joint submission on Argentina, click here to read it.
On 10-11 November, a meeting on the treaty body strengthening process was held in Dublin, named Dublin II, two years after the original Dublin meeting started off these discussions.  Treaty body members, civil society and representatives of NHRIs, the OHCHR and the Irish government attended to review the recommendations made to date in the treaty body strengthening process. These recommendations have been synthesised in the Dublin II Outcome document, available here.  Two further consultations are foreseen with States in February and April and it is envisaged that the High Commissioner will be launching her report on treaty body strengthening by mid 2012.
General Assembly
The Third Committee of the 66th session of the General Assembly has adopted during this session three specific resolutions on the rights of persons with disabilities: 
World Down Syndrome Day, Draft: A/C.3/66/L.27; Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, Draft: A/C.3/66/L.29, which authorizes the CRPD Committee to meet for an extra week per year consecutive to one of the regular meetings; and High-level Meeting on Realization of the Millennium Development Goals and Other Internationally Agreed Development Goals for Persons with Disabilities, Draft: A/C.3/66/L.10, which establishes a one-day High-level Meeting of the General Assembly, at the level of Heads of State and Government, to be held on the 23rd September 2013, with the overarching theme “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”. 
Fifteen of the resolutions adopted by the Third Committee during this session of the General Assembly also include references to persons with disabilities. Especially relevant is  the resolution on the rights of the child, which includes a section focusing on children with disabilities. For further information on these resolutions please click here.
Upcoming Meetings

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will be holding its Pre-Sessional Working Group from 5-9 December 2011 during which it will adopt List of Issues on Bulgaria, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Mauritania and the United Republic of Tanzania. Click here to read IDA’s suggested questions for the List of Issues, and here to read IDA’s disability analysis of those State reports.  
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