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IDA submission to the Human Rights Committee on the right to vote of persons with disabilities in Paraguay, 107th session
PARAGUAY
Paraguay ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2007 and 2008, respectively.

Articles 2, 16, 25, 26 ICCPR
There is an exclusion from the right to vote and stand for election inscribed in Paraguay's electoral law which is directed at persons with disabilities and persons whose legal capacity has been restricted or removed.

Electoral Code (1996)
· Article 149 states, “...This is intended to exclude from the electoral registration registration by...b) persons declared not rehabilitated or under interdiction.”

· Article 91 states, “The following persons are not electors...b) the deaf who cannot make themselves understood in writing or by other means.”

Furthermore, most of the electoral colleges are inaccessible. With regard to the possibility of disabled people voting when accompanied by a person they trust, the Electoral code regulation authorises this only for blind people,
 but not to the rest of the persons with disabilities who wish to vote.

Proposed Recommendations to the Government: 
· Take steps to remove provisions from the Electoral Code that exclude from the right to vote persons with disabilities declared "not rehabiltiated", persons whose legal capacity has been restricted or removed, and deaf persons (Articles 91,149) which is violation of Article 25, ICCPR and Article 29, CRPD and contrary to the latest international standards on political participation.
· Take steps to ensure the accessibility of elections and to extend to all persons with disabilities, the possibility to vote accompanied by a person who they trust of their choosing.
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned. (See also report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, paras 73 and 44)
� Voter Assistance, Electoral Code (1996): Article 207 states, "Electors shall vote in order of arrival, but the returning officer shall give priority to...b) persons suffering from illness c) Voters over seventy-five years...” Article 217 states, "Persons who are unable, due to physical defect, to mark their ballots and insert them in the ballot box, may avail themselves, for these operations, of a person in whom they trust."





