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Statement of the International Disability Alliance to the Human Rights Committee
Thank you Chairperson and members of the Committee for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the International Disability Alliance.

The IDA is the network of global and regional organizations of persons with disabilities representing the more than 650 million persons with disabilities in all parts of the world.

I would like to highlight two central points.

The first is that IDA is producing a regular disability-analysis of the work of all treaty bodies, including the Human Rights Committee.  Based on this analysis of your documents from this session, IDA has sent you suggestions for concluding observations and for lists of issues, which we encourage you to look at.

The second point speaks to a specific focus on deprivation of liberty:

Countries that have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities need to be urged to comply with its provisions prohibiting deprivation of liberty based on disability of any kind, including mental health grounds, which is a violation of human rights in itself.  They should comply irrespective of any procedural safeguards, and should prohibit compulsory medical treatment, including in mental health, without the free and informed consent of the person concerned, who should be free to exercise their full rights to legal capacity and the right to make their own decisions.  

The rights of prisoners with psychosocial disabilities (mental health problems) are governed by the CRPD and they should be offered reasonable accommodation for disability, including any disability-related support, services and treatment that they choose, and should not be placed under medical supervision or forced treatment, since this is counter to their rights and principles under the CRPD.  

The CRPD supersedes all earlier instruments dealing with the rights of persons with disabilities, including the Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illness and for the Improvement of Mental Health Care, which had endorsed involuntary treatment, involuntary confinement and deprivation of legal capacity, contrary to the CRPD.

Thank you very much for your time.







