Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education - mission to Paraguay (A/HRC/14/25/Add.2)
The Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Mr. Vernor Muñoz Villalobos, undertook a mission to Paraguay between 14 and 22 April 2009.

B. Domestic legal framework and national policies

9. On 5 December 2002 the Children and Adolescents Code was adopted, recognizing children’s and adolescents’ right to an education that will guarantee them full and harmonious development and prepare them for citizenship. The Code guarantees children and adolescents: (a) the right to be respected by their educators; (b) the right to organize and join student bodies; (c) the promotion and dissemination of their rights; (d) access to free State schools near their homes; and (e) respect for their dignity. It also recognizes the right of children and adolescents with physical, sensory, intellectual or emotional disabilities to receive prompt, adequate and ongoing care and attention that will nurture their self-respect and enable them to take part in the life of their community on the basis of equality and dignity. Lastly, the Code bans all discrimination or ostracism of persons with such disabilities.

F. Inclusive education
66. More than 10,000 students aged between 6 and 18 in Paraguay’s education system have some form of diagnosed disability or impairment.30 The illiteracy rate among the population with disabilities is 43 per cent as compared with 7 per cent for the general population aged 10 or over with no disabilities. Many disabilities are the result of accident or illness or of malnutrition in early childhood. Many of the children who live with disabilities do not go to school, in some cases because schools are not equipped to cater for them, in others because their parents prefer to keep them at home.

67. It is estimated that only 36 per cent of persons aged 6–18 with a disability attend some kind of educational establishment, as compared with 82 per cent of persons without a disability. Disablement is an important factor in exclusion from education: 83 per cent of the population with disabilities has no more than six years of basic education and only 8 per cent have some years of secondary education, while a tiny minority (2 per cent) have completed higher education.

68. The Special Rapporteur notes that there is a need to set up special programmes for students with disabilities, run by specialist teachers and with materials adapted to their special needs.

69. The Special Rapporteur emphasizes the need to formulate and apply a new approach to education based on knowledge and experience of human rights. In that context, the Special Rapporteur notes that it is necessary to include the gender perspective in educational policies so that sex education programmes can be provided as part of the curriculum. This is important because of the high maternal mortality rates and the incidence of sexual and gender-based violence against women, younger girls and teenage girls in order to build human relations based on respect for all.

82. In light of these conclusions, the Special Rapporteur recommends that the

Government of Paraguay should:

(n) Make a start on the design and implementation of inclusive education

programmes that will gradually bring students with disabilities into the regular

education system.
