Persons with disabilities

1279. Information provided to the Mission showed that many of those who were injured during

the Israeli military operations sustained permanent disabilities owing to the severity of their

injuries and/or the lack of adequate and timely medical attention and rehabilitation. Gaza

hospitals reportedly had to discharge patients too early so as to handle incoming emergencies.

Other cases resulted in amputations or disfigurement. About 30 per cent of patients were

expected to have long-term disabilities.652

1280. WHO reported that by mid-April 2009 the number of people with different types of

permanent disability (e.g. brain injuries, amputations, spinal injuries, hearing deficiencies,

mental health problems) as a result of the military operations was not yet known. It reported

speculations that there might be some 1000 amputees; but information provided by the WHO

office in Gaza and based on estimates by Handicap International indicated that around 200

persons underwent amputations.653

1281. While the exact number of people who will suffer permanent disabilities is still unknown,

the Mission understands that many persons who sustained traumatic injuries during the conflict

still face the risk of permanent disability owing to complications and inadequate follow-up and

physical rehabilitation.654

1282. The Mission also heard moving accounts of families with disabled relatives whose

disability had slowed their evacuation from a dangerous area or who lived with a constant fear

that, in an emergency, their families would have to leave them behind because it would be too

difficult to evacuate them.

1283. One testimony concerned a person whose electric wheelchair was lost after his house was

targeted and destroyed. Since the residents were given very short notice of the impending attack,

the wheelchair could not be salvaged and the person had to be taken to safety on a plastic chair

carried by four people.

1284. The Mission also heard a testimony concerning a pregnant woman who was instructed by

an Israeli soldier to evacuate her home with her children, but to leave behind a mentally disabled

child, which she refused to do.

1285. Even in the relative safety of shelters, people with disabilities continued to be exposed to

additional hardship, as these shelters were not equipped for their special needs. The Mission

heard of the case of a person with a hearing disability who was sheltering in an UNRWA school,

but was unable to communicate in sign language or understand what was happening and

experienced sheer fear.

1286. Frequent disruptions in the power supply had a severe impact on the medical equipment

needed by many people with disabilities. People using wheelchairs had to face additional hurdles

when streets started piling up with the rubble from destroyed buildings and infrastructure.

1287. In addition, programmes for people with disabilities had to be closed down during the

military operations and rehabilitation services stopped (for instance, organizations providing

assistance were unable to access stocks of wheelchairs and other aids). Many social, educational,

medical and psychological programmes have not yet fully resumed.655
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1323. The Mission is also aware of the statement made by the Committee on the Elimination of

All Forms of Discrimination against Women that “the human rights of women and children in

Gaza, in particular to peace and security, free movement, livelihood and health, have been

seriously violated during this military engagement.”673 It concurs with this statement. The

Mission also notes that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, article 11,

requires States parties to take “all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of

persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict”. Israel has

signed, but not yet ratified, this Convention and is thus under an obligation not to defeat its

object and purpose.

1773. To the international community and responsible Palestinian authorities

The Mission recommends that appropriate mechanisms be established to ensure that the

funds pledged by international donors for reconstruction activities in the Gaza strip are

smoothly and efficiently disbursed, and urgently put to use for the benefit of the

population of Gaza.

In view of the consequences of the military operations, the Mission recommends that

responsible Palestinian authorities as well as international aid providers pay special

attention to the needs of persons with disabilities. In addition, the Mission recommends

that medical follow-up be ensured by relevant international and Palestinian structures

with regard to patients who suffered amputations or were otherwise injured by munitions,

the nature of which has not been clarified, in order to monitor any possible long-term

impact on their health. Financial and technical assistance should be provided to ensure

adequate medical follow up to Palestinian patients.
