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Report: Annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Human Rights Council (HRC) 25th session
Wednesday, 19 March 2014, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Room 20 (XX), Palais des Nations

Moderator:  
H.E. Maurizio Enrico Serra, Vice-President of the Human Rights 
  Council (HRC)
Opening Statement: 
Ms. Navi Pillay, U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights

Panelists: 
Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, Member of the CRPD Committee
Ms. Maria Madgalena Orlando, Independent Expert, Argentina 
Mr. Gordon Porter, Senior Advisor of the Ministry of Education of New   
  Brunswick, Canada
Mr. Philippe Testo-Ferry, Senior Education Advisor, UNICEF 
  Regional Office CEE/CIS
Summary
The annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities of the Human Rights Council was held in Geneva, during the Council’s 25th regular session, on 19 March 2014. This year, the panel discussion focused on the right of persons with disabilities to education. 


During the discussion, the panelists highlighted various forms of discrimination facing persons with disabilities in educational settings, as well as exclusion and segregation that stem from prejudice and misconceptions. Speakers stressed the importance of eliminating barriers, fighting discrimination and to give all persons equal opportunities. Participants highlighted strategies for building or transitioning to inclusive education systems, in accordance with article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). As well, they stressed the importance of inclusive education in fulfilling the universality of the right to education. Also emphasized was the importance of ensuring particular attention to women and girls with disabilities, who face multiple discrimination. 

A recurring theme throughout the discussion was the need for the post-2015 agenda to include attention to inclusive education, and involvement of civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations. The panelists were also asked about the tools, means and good practices to implement inclusive education, as well as about the human rights but also financial cases for inclusive education.

The discussion was made accessible to persons with disabilities through captioning (in English) and International Sign interpretation, which were also webcast. 

The link to the webcast of the discussion can be found here: http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/regular-sessions/25th-session/watch/panel-discussion-on-disabilities-37th-meeting-25th-regular-session-human-rights-council/3361883598001.

Following are more details of the discussion.
Chairperson: H.E. Maurizio Enrico Serra, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council (HRC): 
This panel will focus on education for persons with disabilities. The Human Rights Council is made more accessible for persons with disabilities to enable them to participate. This panel is physically accessible, and [International Sign] and captioning will be provided and webcasted.
Ms. Flavia Pansiera, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights: 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) represents an important shift in the approach to the rights of persons with disabilities. Persons with disabilities are a group holder of human rights on an equal basis with others and can no longer be perceived as merely recipients of charity, goodwill or medical care. The establishment of the mandate of the Secretary General’s Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility gives us an opportunity to move forward in effectively implementing the Convention. The Human Rights Council (HRC) may consider adopting such a mechanism under its own framework. 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) prepared a thematic study on inclusive education and the importance to realizing the universal right to education. This study analyses the provisions of the CRPD, highlights good practices and discusses challenges and strategies for the establishment of inclusive education systems. This study is made accessible for people with visual impairment. 
She encourages the HRC to ensure this type of accessibility for more panels and not only the one on the rights of persons with disabilities. She would like to note and encourage the Council to make more efforts to make the Council more accessible. 
Education is a fundamental right; it contributes to freedom of choice, to productive and prosperous lives, as well as facilitating inclusion into society in general. Inclusive education promotes understanding of and respect for diversity. 
Persons with disabilities have been facing discrimination throughout history and it has often been considered impossible to educate them in mainstream schools. 

The CRPD advocates an end to the exclusion of persons with disabilities from mainstream schools, an end to special education and advocates for an inclusive education and reasonable accommodation. 
Article 24 of the CRPD says that inclusive education and lifelong learning are the only means that can enable the right to education for persons with disabilities. Persons with disabilities are facing barriers: physical access, Braille, sign language, which are preconditions for inclusive education. People are learning in different ways, the current practice prevailing makes a division between students, which creates exclusion, and we need to establish new ways to place value on diversity. She encourages all States to engage in this systemic transformation, which promises to change the lives of so many excluded children and adults. 

There are also barriers from the social attitudes from teachers, education system, the civil society, or from parents whose children do not have a disability. These persons may pose a significant resistance to inclusion. Efforts are needed to raise awareness in these communities of the enriching properties of diversity. Children without disabilities could benefit from diversity in an inclusive education. There is a need for States to revise their laws for inclusive education system to be set up. Involvement of persons with disabilities in designing policy and building capacity will be an essential pillar of this transformation. The agenda post 2015 has to be grounded in human rights. 

Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, Member of the CRPD Committee: 
She expresses thanks to the Committee of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations (UN) for this opportunity to participate in this panel. 
Article 24 of the CRPD discusses details for 4 specific areas to implement the right to education for persons with disabilities:
1. the right to education in an inclusive system; 
2. training of teaching staff; 

3. access to higher education and training; and 
4. ongoing education throughout life. 
The Committee has made concluding observations regarding article 24.
Article 24, 2.a: The Committee has set out 3 measures comments:

1. appropriate measures need to be adopted to reduce illiteracy rates; 
2. it expressed its concern and endorsed recommendations that all children with disabilities, particularly one who are suffering multiple discrimination because of the status as an indigenous person, etc., should not be excluded from universal education;

3. requests that efforts be stepped up to ensure the school enrolment of all boys and girls with disability at the compulsory age that has been laid down by the State party. 

Article 24, 2.b: Persons with disabilities should have access to primary and secondary education, of quality and free. 

The Committee proposes that programs should be developed for children; especially make sure that the ones affected by a situation of multiple discrimination are not excluded from mainstream education. The Committee has also called for a change in the educational system; are looking [to get away from] an earlier medical approach before the entry into force of the convention. 

A model of inclusive education should be considered at all levels of the education process. Appropriate resources should be provided. Those considerations extend themselves to rural areas. 
Article 24, 2.c: References were made to reasonable accommodation. The Committee has concerns that the parents should not have to pay for measures to allow reasonable accommodation, intensification of efforts. Denying reasonable good accommodation for students is also discrimination. 
Article 24, 2.d: Adequate support to persons with disabilities in the mainstream system to facilitate their training: targets to increase the level of participation and the school completion. The Committee has asked State to provide sign language training. 

About the training and teaching staff, States parties should improve and plan that. Higher education: also recommendations have been put forward. 
The last recommendation is to collect information on the participation of children with disabilities, through organizations. 
Mr. Philippe Testot-Ferry, Senior Education Advisor, UNICEF Regional Office CEE/CIS:
This is a very important discussion for UNICEF. Promoting the right to education has been an important part of their job since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Children, and its signature and ratifications by numerous states, we are very happy to work with the OHCHR to bring attention to ‘inclusive education’. 

Human rights approach to the inclusive education: the reforms are based on a transformative agenda: recognizing the inequalities in participation, work to remove the barriers, education must be of quality and a standard, reflecting different approaches to education, moral integrity is respected, the fundamental rights of persons with disabilities are respected. 

It must be delivered in an environment in which students are safe, in which the voices are heard and taken into consideration. We need to understand inclusive education as more than a moral obligation because it is a human right, a smart investment that benefits all students. 

Until now, most attempts to include children with disabilities were restrictive because they see these children as the only beneficiaries. Children with disabilities have benefits from the inclusive education: learn appropriate academic, social and behavioral skills. This allowed them to access better skills that develop their social interaction by having a network. 
However, children without disabilities will also benefit from inclusive education by increased approach and respect for diversity, and by developing respect for all people prepare them to live in a more inclusive world. It is easy to see how opportunities should be created for all students.
Traditionally, children with disabilities have been educated in a parallel system and have often been in segregated institute because inclusive education is not implemented. But most children can be educated without too many adaptations or little. It is often described as a role full of challenges. 
UNICEF’s flagship publication last year focused on children with disabilities, with recommendations. The report urges the states to sign the CRPD, and to fight discrimination.  It encourages removing the barriers to education for persons with disabilities from an early age. Furthermore, teachers are key and need to be trained. How can we ensure a more ambitious goal for the post 2015 development agenda? States have to work with the Open Working Group, and education should be open, inclusive.

We are at a crucial time; the post 2015 discussion has to provide the message that inclusive education is the only way for all children to access inclusive education. Inclusive education can become a reality only when it fulfills all the need of children, including children with disabilities.
Mr. Gordon Porter, Senior Advisor of the Ministry of Education of New Brunswick, Canada:
Progress towards inclusive education in New Brunswick, Canada has been made after the addition of a charter that prohibited discrimination on the basis of disabilities, in the constitution in 1982. After that point, the education system was reformed. 
When we look at education research on quality education, it supported all school approaches that focus on accommodating diversity in the classroom and mandating the teachers to provide information to all children in the class. 

They started to build a system that could accomplish that model by: accommodating diversity in the classroom, system with universal design for learning, etc., based on research for and with a human rights perspective and a positive outcome. They came late to support students with different needs. 
Legislation was passed in 1986 and gradually inclusion took place in the school to ensure that all children were attending all schools. Supports were developed for students and teachers, while acknowledging the need for pre-service training for teachers they also did in-service training. Inclusive education is focused on good education for all and can raise academic standard for all, they expect all children to raise its potential. 

The effort in Brunswick was successful, but not easy: during 30 years, there have been 4 major reviews of the inclusive education process, it took 4 years to complete the last one in 2012; he was involved in this. 

For inclusive schools, transformational process, quality education and inclusive education go together. This system can be used and be instructive for inclusive education in other countries. By strengthening education we can strengthen our schools.

Question of resources: inclusive schools require investments and support: qualified teachers, support for individual students, support for individual students, accessibility, and assistive technologies. This is a challenge.
To make schools more inclusive that requires leadership that operates from a human rights base. 
Ms. Maria Magdalena Orlando, Independent Expert, Argentina:
She commends the subject, which gives rise to this meeting and as much as the right to education empowers people, and also because of the fact that in terms of an educational system, we are talking about creating and maintaining a fair and more equitable society. She would like to highlight that inclusive education has the following central elements, which need to be recognized so that we are all speaking on the same frequency. 

· First, it means an ongoing process that can be analyzed and measured on an ongoing basis, on the basis of three dimensions; policies and practices and values; 

· Second, it encourages us to identify existing obstacles to participation and to reduce them as much as possible; 

· Third, it pays particular attention to people who are part of groups in as much as discriminatory patterns, which are identified to systematically avoid marginalization of people;

· Fourth, it encourages participation and holds out high achievement expectations for all students without discrimination of any kind. 

We are facing major challenges together but we can take them up. We must bring about a change in the educational system, to bring about inclusive educational systems. 

This means, first of all, inter alia measures are needed as follows: 

1. to align legislation with the Convention;
2. to review the current situation and generate a plan of action with all involved through ongoing structured work between the State and civil society;
3. this plan of action to mainstream the human rights approach on disabilities at all levels;
4. we should measure and evaluate and these evaluations should provide feedback introducing relevant changes;
5. we should ensure that the new system teaches everyone diversity in actual fact and not just as a matter of lip service; 

6. to provide necessary support within the schools at all phases, where required;
7. to consider the specific characteristics of students without generating segregated programmes, this means inter alia not separating students by diagnoses, into special schools; 
8. we should allow and promote teachers with disabilities to teach in classrooms; 
9. The minister of education should be responsible for education for all. 

Likewise, secondly it is necessary to generate mechanisms dovetailing work between the state and civil society enjoying participation significantly of all in planning, educational materials, to find what is relevant, pertinent, effective and efficient with society on the basis of equality and rights. 

Current trends for the participation of civil society, particularly for persons with disabilities require change. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities lays down the obligation for joint work for State and civil society to uphold respect of inherent dignity for all inhabitants all of the country, including persons with disabilities.  Civil society organizations including those, which represent persons with disabilities, must work together in all political impact areas to defend the full exercise of rights without discrimination of any kind, in this case, the right to education. 

As it is clear from the Article 24, inclusive educational group, which she will be referring to as the group henceforth, this is something that initially focused on organizations of persons with disabilities and family members and then included service provider, human rights organizations, and civil society organizations linked to social promotion. The group is a coalition of more than 95 organizations in the entire countries that under the convention promotes guaranteed exercise of the right to inclusive education for all people; also the central emphasis is on persons with disabilities. Because of the systematic segregation and exclusion that they have been and are still exposed to, this approach is bringing about the quality changes she referred to. 

In the common state management schools of the city of Buenos Aires, there was a resolution in place which allowed for a scheme, a support scheme, for certain students according to their diagnoses. This norm was changed after the group took action. And now, it is possible to have a support structure for any student with disabilities on the basis of their support requirements. Which has broadened the range of professions for people who can go into the school as the support staff and also it is being done in simplified ways. 

Another example is the private management common schools in the same city. There was a scheme before that blocked the school career of students with disabilities. The group brought about a revision of the norm, which means students can have support in school. They can have an individualized teaching plan if they so request and they are allowed it throughout all the educational levels; respecting the support needs, their learning styles and backgrounds. Right now they are working to ensure that they have similar resolution but in the state management schools. 

At the national level, they are also bringing about change. They are initiating a dialogue, which they hope will lead to a modification of all of these resolutions in accordance with the CRPD standards. 

These examples she shared give us an idea of how we can start change. Civil society is an essential part in building this change; the participation promotes respect for all. The historical development and the convention as a corollary that they have examined have opened doors to rethink aspects of participation of persons with disabilities. But it is not only they, but also the entire society working as a whole, that must bring about change. 

In the Convention, we find keys to reverse the situation, referring to article 3, general principles - we must put these at the heart of all public policies. 

Articles 9, 19 and 24 are to be interpreted receipted as a harmonious whole shedding light on the educational system to ensure participation for all and expectation of success for each student. 

In conclusion she would like to share the wish that civil society has already put forward, that the post 2015 agenda for development will include inclusive high equality education and lifelong learning. We thank the High commissioners’ office for the report and we use that as a guideline. 

Ethiopia (African group); 
Education is essential for the vision of a united Africa, since the African group has a vision predicated on African human resources. Exclusion has affected family, community and the life of many people with disabilities. Their environment and the attitudinal barriers prevent persons with disabilities to realize their potential. It is important to address different components of disability through inclusive education and policy development. The African group would like to underline the fact that children and women can face multiple forms of discrimination. They are particularly at risk to be out of school because of their specific needs. The demands of inclusive education can only be met through integrated specific learning systems, complemented with a progressive and full realization of the economic and social rights and the rights of development. This requires an attitudinal change, an inclusive curriculum and participation in planning and implementing programs.
European Union (EU):
The EU believes that today’s discussion will help to understand better inclusive education, which is essential to realize the right to education for all. It enables persons with disabilities to develop their abilities and goals. It also embraces diversity as an ability to learn. It provides a sound platform for addressing misconceptions, exclusion and discrimination. The EU is committed to removing all barriers including economic, legal and organizational ones, which hinder persons with disabilities to enjoy their rights.
The EU addresses the following questions: Can you elaborate on the main challenges regarding reasonable accommodation, what concrete measures would you recommend to overcome them? Could you illustrate good practices in changing culture and policy in order to accommodate the needs of all students, including those with disabilities?
The EU noted the importance of the right to accessibility regarding education and the need to put disability in the post15 agenda.
Yemen (Arab group):
There is a need to strengthen the right of persons with disabilities in a text in order to provide all educational services for persons with disabilities and to ensure their educational and professional inclusion. It is important to ensure educational and then professional inclusion. The Arab Council stresses equality of opportunity for all, including persons with disabilities.
A Charter in 2004 was adopted by the Arab League Council, on education and work for all. Persons with disabilities should be incorporated in conventional schools unless their particular situation requires a different solution. In practice, these people are still suffering from exclusion and have not been truly integrated.
Paraguay:
The right to education is a basic right but a large percentage of persons with disabilities are still encountering a range of obstacles to exercise this right. Paraguay has a persons with disabilities education directory and the minister for education culture. It also studies a law on inclusive education to create an inclusive model to eliminate barriers that limit teaching and learning. There are social prejudices and respect through a paradigm shift and this is a change States are obliged to extend out to their societies. In Paraguay, this shift has been reflected through the establishment of the committee on the rights of persons with disabilities. Other challenges still remain. 
Estonia:
Inclusive education should also be seen as a process. The principle of inclusive education in their education system is included as a part of all legal acts. Estonia provides different measures to provide students having specific educational needs and to integrate them. The aim of companion centers is to provide support and information to the parents. They are composed of professionals and specialists. More and more students with disabilities can study in regular schools but there are also special schools. Every child has the right to be educated at the local school unless their specific need cannot be met. Parents take the final decision. Estonia is forcing additional State funding in order to support the efforts in providing inclusive education.
Estonia asked the panelists the following question: What are the recommendations for States to provide reasonable accommodation for an accessible education? Estonia would also appreciate to learn about other experiences to guarantee inclusive education. 

Austria:
The panel is useful to raise awareness regarding the challenges persons with disabilities face regarding the right to education. The most serious barriers arise from misconception and prejudices that lead to exclusion and segregation. Austria recently adopted a disability action plan (2012-2020). Equal participation in education is a very important basic for inclusive participation in the social life. Measures in this action plan include necessary funding for school attendance from nursery school, the development of inclusive pilot programs, the training for sign language and making schools more accessible
Austria asked two questions to the panelists:

1. Austria would like to know more about the work of the CRPD regarding inclusive education.
2. Given the persistence of negative attitudes, stereotypes towards persons with disabilities, how can States ensure their inclusion into schools? 
Montenegro: 
This panel will be useful for effective guidance in this area. Inclusive education represents the best modality to guarantee universality and non discrimination in education. Montenegro has adopted a new strategy for education up to 2018 as an essential part of the government reform in order to ensure accessibility and quality in education. Since the beginning of the reform, trainings have been held for children and for teachers with disabilities. They have also issued their first textbook in DAISY format for children with visual impairment in February 2014. The Government of Montenegro and UNICEF conducted an attitudinal survey of the public, as part of a disability campaign, and the most recent study found that the percentage of persons who think that persons with disabilities should not attend the same class as other children is decreasing. The post 2015 agenda should be formulated according to a human rights approach. Montenegro supported goals on education that promote universal access to education. Montenegro would appreciate any comments on how the Council can contribute to further advancements related to access to education for persons with disabilities.
Norway:
An important point in the OHCHR study highlights that inclusive education is not only about non-discrimination but is a wider concept that ensures universal access to education for all. Norway supports the conclusions of the study and particularly the focus on the broad concept of inclusiveness. There is not only a lack of access but also a set of misconceptions. To strengthen inclusiveness in schools is in this regard very important. Norway supports the outcome document of the high level meeting on disability and development that embraces inclusive education as an issue to put in the post-2015 agenda. Data collection is also needed in order to monitor progress, particularly in documenting barriers to inclusive education. Gender should be taken into account as girls sometimes face double discrimination.
Norway asks the following questions to the panelists regarding to recommendations on:

1. How to ensure inclusivity with high quality education

2. How to enable to teach all students, including those with disabilities

Russian Federation 

The Russian Federation pays special importance to the full respect of the rights of persons with disabilities. Currently at the interagency level, the Russian Federation continues its work on the preparation of their initial report of the country related to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the country in September 2013, and is planning to present the report to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in September of this year. In support of the implementation of this Convention, the Russian Federation is carrying out many faceted works, ensuring the rights of people with disabilities, ensuring that they have equal opportunities without obstacles, free accessibility to infrastructure and services. 

In 2012, the basic Federal law on education has a special chapter devoted to persons with disabilities including to inclusive education, ensuring equal access to education with a special attention to the education needs and individual capacities. Special attention is given to the question of employment. Out of 13 million Russians with different forms of disabilities, many can and wish to work. In this respect, and in relation with the instructions of the president of the Russian Federation for the period of 2013 – 2015, every year, 14,000 working places will be created for persons with disabilities. The State’s policy is based on the principle of social partnership and on the basis of interactive dialogue with organizations of persons with disabilities and they are invited in participate in development of national legislation related to the right of persons with disabilities on the federal level. 

Turkey:
Turkey is committed to the participation of persons with disabilities in social life and this is related to their education. In Turkey, persons with special needs enjoy special education schools and inclusively mainstream classes. These schools are subsidized by the Ministry of Education and are free of charge. The coordination unit for disabled students was established under the placement center in order the provide services and consultation for their special needs. The inclusion in general education can be achieved by raising awareness that disability can be overcome by education. The Education Enable campaign aims to provide educational institution with the necessary equipment and facilities to help persons with disabilities to continue their education. It also aims to raise public awareness on the fact that persons with disability are useful in society. The number of pupils with disabilities increased.
Chile:
Since the ratification of the CRPD, Chile promoted the right of persons with disabilities to have an independent life to go away from an assistance mentality and for people to be fully included and have equal opportunities. This is related to the new paradigm which focuses on how disability interacts with obstacles in the environment. This is rooted in education and is important to break out of poverty. A law guarantees equality of opportunities and ensures inclusive education at all levels. National disability services promote initiatives to change the education system, and the quality standards. There have been amendments in curricula, and the staff is highly trained in this regard. Inclusive education is very important for the post 2015 agenda and international cooperation is essential.
Egypt:
Persons with disabilities represent a potential that needs to be reached. Citizens should think how we can capitalize on their skills and abilities. We should work to progressively realize the right to education for all and pay attention to the special needs. Inclusive education allows achieving positive results and can be decisive for the future of persons with disabilities. This should be pursued in accordance to article 24 of the CRPD. Still a lot needs to be done to ensure the access to education for persons with disabilities in the education system In Egypt, the child rights law ensures integration for children and guarantee reasonable accommodation and proper accessibility. By the end of last year, Egypt almost achieved the national target of allowing for the full integration of children in schools. 

He asked the panelists to give their views on the best transitional measures to put in place to fully integrate persons with disabilities in general schooling system. 
NHRI, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia:
In Malaysia, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia finds that a lot of efforts have been made to enhance the education for people with visual or hearing impairment. However, lesser attention is given to persons with learning disabilities, such as Down Syndrome, autism or dyslexia, whose special needs call for distinctive approach to education. There is a lack of awareness among the public at large regarding the need to ensure equal access to education for persons with disabilities, through inclusive education, as a precondition for their full participation in the society. The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia has undertaken the study to ratify, underlined problems and would propose adequate measures to promote better accessibility to education for persons with learning disabilities. The report of the study remains available to public in due course. The Commission is pleased to note that the Malaysian education blueprint for 2014 to 2015 incorporates a road map that want to achieve 65% of enrolment of student with special needs, which include persons with disabilities in inclusive education settings by the year 2025, with the facilities and equipment needed to create conductive and supported learning 
The Commission hopes that all stakeholders, particularly government agencies and relevant civil society organizations will make efforts to fully realize the goals and objectives of the blueprint to bring about positive results toward achieving equal access to education for all. 
European Disability Forum: 
Education is a powerful tool for transforming people’s lives. Recognizing its importance, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD) protects the right to education in its article 24, the new standard on the right of persons with disabilities to education. Regardless, many persons with disabilities around the world still experience discrimination, exclusion, violence, and stigmatization and accessibility barriers in education.

Persons with disabilities are also excluded from higher education. Good practices on student services for persons with disabilities are not widely shared, and accessibility standards are not adopted or publicized. 

There is a serious lack of data on the exclusion of persons with disabilities from education, which would allow fair and equitable policy making at all levels.

In many places, persons with disabilities are not considered the responsibility of the ministry of education or advanced education, but of a social ministry, and are therefore not counted in education statistics.

To be truly inclusive, an education system requires accessibility, universal design, non-discrimination, meeting of student needs, and reasonable accommodation. 

The International Disability Alliance recommends:

1) for all countries to commit to end exclusion of persons with disabilities and to adopt indicators;
2) the constitutional / legal guarantee of free and compulsory basic education to all children;
3) to modify or abolish any existing legislation which defines any group of persons with disabilities, including children, as “uneducable”;

4) to amend legislation to ensure that the Ministry of Education or Advanced Education is responsible for the provision of all;

5) to eliminate discrimination against girls and women with disabilities of all ages, and to facilitate their pathways from education to decent work and economic security;

6) to ensure the provision of accommodations such as assistive technology, alternate format materials and support services to ensure that the learning environment is fully accessible for the individual;

7) and finally, we recommend universal ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol, and of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled.
Action Canada for Population and Development;  
The statement is on behalf of the Sexual Rights Initiative. It welcomes the reports of the OHCHR on inclusive education for persons with disabilities. It reiterates the significance of non-discrimination policies in mainstream school and the educational system. 
It would like to bring attention to the specific violations face by people, children with disabilities due to lack of access to comprehensive sexuality education. This has been affirmed by the report of the UN special rapporteur on the right to education in 2010. The UN General assembly stands a rule on the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities, it affirms that persons with disabilities must not be denied the opportunity to experience sexuality, have sexual relationships and experience parenthood. However, persons with disabilities are generally perceived as being asexual or hypersexual and their sexual and reproductive rights and needs are often ignored and treated with fear and content. 

This can result in person with disabilities being subjected to multiple forms of discrimination and stigma particularly in their access to reproductive information and health services and it leads to unsafe sexual practices. It increases susceptibility to violence and by denying access to education that helps to identify and deal with sexual violence. Without sufficient information provided regarding body changes and sexuality, persons with disabilities are not prepared to claim and exercise their rights and live with confidence and freedom. States have responsibility under the Convention to provide gender and age sensitive information, support and education on how to avoid recognize and report instances on exploitation, violence and abuse. Their organization urges States and UN agencies to incorporate comprehensive non-judgmental scientifically accurate sexuality education to all persons including persons with disabilities and urges States to expedite legal policies and programmatic efforts to provide comprehensive sexual education in an inclusive manner to all people including people with disabilities. It urges this panel to provide recommendations to States on how to doing so. 

Panelist, Gordon Porter:
There is a lack of leadership at all levels. A lot of work needs to be done to get an understanding, the work needs to be started and the children will be accommodated. 

In any transition plan, we must first find some enthusiasm and provide support for that effort. Then extend the information and the sharing to larger and larger constellation of schools. It is has been too long to get this happening; we have the capacity; teachers have the learning. We need to give them the means to do so. 
Panelist, Ms. Maria Magdalena Orlando: 

Concerning the challenges, she would like to talk about aligning education legislation with the Convention and urges the states not to follow the disability model where disabilities are treated as something separate. It should rather be understood that the CRPD raises standards for education for persons with disabilities. We must all be embraced in trying to take into account the needs of all students.   

Panelist, Mr. Philippe Testot-Ferry; 

Absence of data is certainly the first and one of the most important barriers. There are a million of children with disabilities who are invisible. Need to get all government departments concerned with inclusion of children with disabilities in societies all ministries in order to give each other data base. It is necessary to change the attitude of society. There is an apparent need to focus on the talent of children and not of their disabilities. Following is a video presentation to share experience of a campaign from UNICEF. 
UNICEF VIDEO PRESENTATION (…)
“There was a boy in our school, … together we learnt the letters of the alphabet, sang songs, went for walk, went to theater and visited the zoo. 

The only thing was that the boy was accompanied by a caregiver, who was helping him. The boy, like others, was on duty in the classroom, and did his homework. By the time when he finished the first grade, he was able to read words by syllables! 

The teacher told his mother, he shall read! And his mother cried tears of happiness. 

Inclusive society is the society, in which differences are respected and valued, which is free of discrimination and prejudice and in which all children and adults regardless their gender, age, ethnicity and abilities are equal. Different abilities – equal rights”. 
Ireland:

Aligns itself with the EU statement. Ireland welcomes this important discussion on the humans right of persons with disabilities and its particular focus on education. People with disabilities often face serious barriers to inclusion in educational settings as a result of stigmatization and discrimination. Ireland welcomes the conclusion that inclusive education is essential to achieving universality of the right to education. Ireland has made great progress to include the rights and need of persons with disabilities in national policy and framework. They ensure that persons with disabilities are represented in all aspect of implemented policy. In 2013, they adopted a new international development policy, which reflects their commitment to give more resources to persons with disabilities. There is a need for programs that provide everyone with access to education. It is committed to ensuring an agreement on the context of the 2015 development agenda that reflects the rights of persons with disabilities. How could the post 2015 agenda best address the needs of persons with disabilities?
Portugal: 

Fully aligns itself with the EU statement. Welcomes the focus on this year on the rights of persons with disability on the right to inclusive education. All efforts must be deployed to ensure that this right is effectively enjoyed by all persons, in all places, including persons with all types of disabilities. Portugal expresses his appreciation for the OHCHR for elaborating the study A/HRC/25/29, which will hopefully guide them in all their discussion as to what are the main elements of inclusive education and the normative consent thereof. 

Portugal would like to ask the following question to the panel: In paragraph 68 of the study it is stated that only inclusive education systems can provide both quality of education and social development for persons with disabilities. Given the imperative of ensuring quality education to all persons, what elements do you consider essential to ensure that educations systems meet the necessary requirement to provide an education of good quality to all persons alike? Later in the same report, it is stated that meaningful implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is based on a complex change process, which requires the full involvement of all stakeholders, particularly persons with disabilities and their representative organizations. What concrete measures can you propose to ensure the full involvement and participation of such persons and organizations? 

Italy: 

Aligns itself with EU statement. They believe this discussion will be one of the crucial moments of the session and wish to thanks the panelists for the presentation. This December in Italy a plan of action for the promotion and the integration of persons with disabilities was adopted, this plan aims such implements the CRPD and identify 7 areas where action is needed. Setting for each of the goals and the measure to be taken, on (inter alia) recognition of disability, work and employment, inclusion in society, and international cooperation. When it comes to education, the actions were seen as the necessity to make measures to provide basic training on the needs and rights of persons for teachers and the staff working at the level of education. And creating courses and Master’s to form professionals in this field. The plan of action identifies the need for ensuring the involvement of families. And for ensuring the access to those for education and lifelong learning without discrimination. People with disabilities represent a significant proportion of the world’s population and they are more likely to need help than people without disabilities. Therefore, guaranteeing their rights, it is essential in reaching international development goals. This is what the Minister of Foreign Affairs celebrated during the process of talking to stakeholders. To conclude, the speaker asked the panelists, which are in their opinion the steps States should take to promote an inclusive approach to education and how technologies can be used? 

Argentina; 

Argentina would like to thank the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for the thematic report on the right to education for persons with disabilities and is pleased of the holding of this panel. The delegation agrees with the report that making the right to education effective is a prerequisite for the economic and social inclusion and for participation in society. Therefore, Argentina is working on a cross-cutting basis with the programs with the goal of including people with disabilities in all spheres, educational system. They believe that efforts should be strengthened to promote change in the direction of social inclusion, allowing persons with disabilities to develop their self-reliance, to have better quality of life and we are convinced that to achieve this change, education is vital. Inclusive education above and beyond the prime objective of educating carries out a vital social function of contribution to the integration of persons with disabilities in society. Allowing them to fill themselves fully and to reduce discrimination and stigmatization to combat stereotypes, which give rise to exclusion and segregation, we should foster an inclusive educational system, encompassing students with disabilities, making them feel welcome. Respected and valued in the long run. This also helps to reduce unemployment, because in turn yields economic benefits and all society is enriched when it learns to value diversity. Their national education law stipulated that it is the State’s obligation to provide persons with disabilities with a teaching approach, allowing them to fully develop their potential, and exercise their rights. For its part the Federal Educational Council established basic conditions to ensure that persons with disabilities will receive high quality education. 

Qatar:
Would like to congratulate the vice president on the holding of this panel. Persons with disabilities are an important component of our societies. Especially those disabled persons that would like to have access to education. For this purpose, they have adopted special programs to ensure that persons with disabilities can have school education. An electronic program was set up in order to ensure continued involvement of these persons in education. Also technology center were created under the supervision of the technological council. They are trying to connect persons with disabilities to technological tools and make it possible for them to be fully involved in society. Electronics books were provided through the website and this is one of the first initiative to provide these eBook in English and Arabic.  Qatar launched an initiative named under the title ‘Educating Children’; this program provides primary education to all children, education in rural areas and poor areas of cities focusing on minority groups with the full involvement of women and children. They are also planning to provide primary education to all students and this initiative covered 500,000 children during this first 6 months since its implementation in Africa and Asia and additional children will be included in the program in 2015. 
Australia;

Australia thanks the High Commissioner for her report on the rights of persons with disabilities to an education. Australia believes that all people, including persons with disabilities, have the right to an education. Australia considers that the right to education must be free from discrimination on any grounds, and be in a supportive environment that encourages participation for all students regardless of disability. 

Australia sees that providing a fully integrative education system is fundamental to the right of education. The congress act against discrimination of 1992 and disability standard to education of 2005 ensure students with disabilities a equal opportunity to enroll in mainstream education and participate in a safe and supportive educational setting. The national disability strategy, 2010 to 2020 ensures that people with disabilities are able to participate in a fully inclusive, high quality education system, which is responsive to the individual needs. That means, adjusting the infrastructure, modifying modes of teaching and the curriculum as well as providing individual needs based support. Australia believes that to provide a fully inclusive educational system, students must feel welcome and involved. And bullying needs to be stopped. 

Australia would like to ask the panel where we can include high-level tertiary and high level education for people on an equal basis. 

Ecuador;

Thanks the panelist for their contributions. Ecuador voices its full agreement that it is necessary to make joint and sustained efforts to bring about the effective protection of the right to inclusive education for persons with disabilities, as the main drivers in this process. A process which cannot be confined to access, but rather should call for quality and create special conditions in view of special needs. Ecuador believes that inclusive education goes beyond providing specialized services and it requires a total shift in traditional forms of education. It is vital to integrate not only children with special capacity, but rather all children in the same classroom, so that together the can discover the richness of the world of diversity. We are aware that the concept of an inclusive education world system requires a cultural change and an end to invisible barriers. They want to strengthen the process of Inclusive education in all stages. They are coming up with a pedagogical strategy. They are trying to speak great children in regular education. They want to open doors to technological progress. They want their children with disabilities to be the masters of their own fate and they need effective participation by starting to address their needs in Braille text, audio book, teaching of sign language, etc. 

Republic of Moldova:
The Republic of Moldova fully shares the conclusions of the report and states that inclusive education is essential to fulfill the universality of the right to education, including for persons with disabilities. Inclusive educational system can provide both quality education and social development for persons with disabilities. To this end, inclusive education by its laws and strategies must be reinforced. The report states that the international cooperation has greatly contributed to developing the inclusive education system. Republic of Moldova wants to thank the OHCHR and UNICEF for supporting the development of the residential system and of an inclusive education system particularly by improving access of persons with disabilities to mainstream education and targeted services. They are pleased to report that important progress has been registered in this area. Thus a number of children living in residential institutions decreased. Local public administration invested in services for children with disabilities and their families. 

They are interested in learning more from the panelists about good practices with regard to awareness raising mechanisms that could be used to address barriers arising from prejudice and the misconceptions. 

United States of America;

Welcomes this year annual interactive debate on the crucial debate on the equal rights of persons with disabilities to education. Quote: “Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army.” It is a vector for all human and it promotes political participation in freedom of expression. Realizing the rights of children to access to education without discrimination is critical for the successful inclusion in all aspects. The United States agrees with many conclusions of the report, including the fact that people with disabilities face forms of discrimination in educational settings and that ways to address the needs of the individual are essential for the support and success. 

They want to serve all students, recognize the important benefits including education, social economics of inclusion. They know the paramount importance of law systems and processes that ensure that individuals with disabilities have equal access and are not discriminated against in educational opportunities. Achieving those goals requires evaluation of an individual’s needs and openness to creating an environment that would be most appropriate to meeting the needs. Education is provided by states and local government; federal law reaching over this, also, through the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, first enacted in 1975. These recognize and proceed to protect the rights of persons with disabilities to be educated to the maximum extent. Thanks to such laws, nearly 60 percent of students with disabilities are in a general education environment for 80 percent or more of school days. The overall message is clear, realizing the right of persons with disabilities to education depends on interactive engagement of all parties including parent training and involvement and inclusive education plans. We have to advocate for individuals and their families. Their question for the panelists is, what role does civil society, disabled persons organizations, persons with disabilities and their families play in interacting with their government on issues related to education? 

Burkina Faso:
Aligns itself with the statement of the African group and wants to share its vision on this issue. Education is, indeed, something that is very important for the full development of individuals and countries. Realizing this, Burkina Faso has recognized the place of disabled persons in society and the need for education and a special law has been adopted for the protection and promotion of persons with disabilities in 2010. As they try to promote human capital on the country, the government of their country decided to involve the entire population including disabled persons in the process of development of the country. This has been translated in 2 initiatives related to inclusion of education. To this purpose, a special service for the promotion of inclusive education was established, working under the auspices of the ministry and national education and it also works closely with Handicap International implementing project on Inclusive Education. They are planning to ratify the CRPD and they will be taking all steps possible to implement this Convention and reach its objectives, because this can ensure the full development of the potential of disabled persons. 

Singapore:
Singapore is a State Party to the CRPD and is committed to fulfill its obligation under article 24 providing access to education to persons with disabilities. Education is an important means to empower disabled individuals, to live a life of freedom and dignity and responsibility and community in the country. For this reason, no Singapore child is excluded from education on the basis of his or her disabilities. There is no restriction of students with disabilities to enroll themselves in national mainstream schools. When appropriate students with special educational needs are integrated into regular classes with specialized support provided. Children with more severe disabilities and special needs may choose to enroll in any of the 20 Government funded schools. These schools have smaller teacher student ratios and are equipped with specialized facilities to work with students with severe disabilities. Singapore provided meaningful opportunities for interaction with mainstream students. To support the main schools, the government provides basic training in this area to all teachers. Every school has a group of trained teachers to meet the need of special students. In conclusion, Singapore reaffirms its commitment to build an inclusive society including ensure access to education. 

Pakistan:
Welcome the study of the OHCHR on the rights of persons with disabilities to education, which focuses on inclusive education. Inclusive education is essential to achieve the universality of the right to education, including for persons with disabilities. Inclusive education systems can provide both quality of education and social development for persons with disabilities. As rightly underlined in the study, inclusive education implies more than placing students with disabilities in mainstream schools. It means making them feel welcome, respected and valued. It is encouraging to know that the outcome document of the 2013 General Assembly high-level meeting on disability and development also embraces inclusive education as one of the priorities for the post 2015 agenda. Pakistan ratified the CRPD in July 2011 in order to provide education opportunities to the persons with disabilities. The right to education for persons with disabilities recognizes inclusive education as the means to make the universal right to education effective for persons with disabilities. Around 500 special education centers are providing education to disabled children. Efforts are being made to introduce inclusive education system in Pakistan. The director general in special education and others have introduced pilot projects for inclusive education for persons with disabilities in some districts. Pakistan recognizes inclusion as a key element and will adopt a shift to inclusive education for the children with disability. Efforts are being introduced to introduce inclusive education throughout the country. This means free education to all. 

International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions (ICC):
ICC welcomes today’s panel discussion and its focus on the rights of persons with disabilities to education and ICC also welcomes the OHCHR study on this theme that informs our discussion today. The right to education is universal and extends to all without discrimination. Yet persons with disabilities still face many challenges and barriers to education. The ICC of NHRIs strongly supports the development of inclusive education. Only inclusive education system can provide both equality of education and social development persons with disabilities and for all of us. Inclusive education will continue to contribute to more inclusive societies. Inclusive education implies more than placing children with disabilities in mainstream schools, it requires enabling their full and equal participation in education and in their communities. It means making students with disabilities feel welcome, respected and valued. Inclusive education is based on values that enhance a person’s ability to achieve his or her goals and embrace diversity as an opportunity to learn. 

The ICC encourages member states: 

1. To develop in a participatory manner inclusive education laws that includes a clear definition of inclusive education, a non rejection close and a provision for reasonable accommodation. 

2. To outline road maps toward the establishment of inclusive education. 

3. To establish and utilize the monitoring and implementation mechanisms outlined in article 33 of the CRPD to advance the rights to education as well as other rights essential to an inclusive society. 

4. To identify measurable goals linked to human rights treaties and frameworks 

5. To include gender sensitive data collection process to measure progress. 

NGO – China Disabled Persons’ Federation;

The Chinese government has been providing increasing support to education for persons with disabilities through policies and effective financial input. The reform and development program between 2010 and 2020 listed advancement of education for people with disabilities as one of its eight key tasks.  Between 2008 and 2012, the central and local governments allocated nearly 1 billion U.S dollars for infrastructure, construction of the inclusive schools and underdeveloped areas of China. The NGO acknowledges the efforts and progress, and warmly welcomes the program on upgrading the education for people with disabilities launched for 2014 and 2016 by the Chinese government in January 2014, which aims to popularize inclusive education across the nation and to increase the enrollment rate of compulsory education of school aged children and juveniles with visual, hearing and intellectual disabilities, by 90 percent by 2016. 

Currently, about 52 percent of students with disabilities in China are receiving inclusive education. 

They stress that the Chinese Government has to: 

1. further increase financial input for people with disabilities and to pay special attention to developing inclusive education in rural, mountainous and remote areas,

2. train more teachers and improve the quality of inclusive education, 

3. attach more importance to preschool education and the vocational education for people with disabilities. 
NGO - International Humanist and Ethical Union; 
Thanks the OHCHR, her office and the Task Force for improving accessibility here at the United Nations at Geneva. The speaker would like to welcome her own country, Switzerland, to take steps. In her report, the High Commissioner says that inclusive education is important because it provides some platform for counter discrimination and stigmatization. A mixed learning environment allows their contributions to be valued and misconceptions to be challenged and dismantled. 
They want to say that inclusion is not a one-way street and inclusion of persons with impairments in mainstream schools is only a first step. It must apply to all, those with and without disabilities. Persons with disabilities should be to live independently and to be included in the community as efforts in Norway and Finland and Sweden to break down barriers in line with article 24. Receive more education in mainstream schools and implement no rejection clause in education policy. They know that there are cases of Cambodia where sign language is taught in mainstream schools. The idea of reducing discrimination is supported by the plan of action for the implementation of the CRPD. And Germany took the first step a year ago by inclusive education of able-bodied and disabled children to provide a case study in this area. The speaker has seen children who are searching for different means of communication including disabled children with hearing who were trying to learn sign language from deaf children because they are under the same roof. Part of the solution to breaking these artificial and unnecessary barriers is to give all people and especially children, the possibility of educating one another in everyday life. 
Vietnam; 

Welcomes the report of the OHCHR and thanks the panel for the informative discussion. They believe that right to education is a key start for persons with disabilities to equal participate in and enjoy every aspect of life. It is encouraging observing the continuous and dedicated support of the states, the all UN system as well, and other stakeholders in our common endeavors to promote and protect human rights of persons with disabilities. In Vietnam, they have a lot of misery and suffering by the families of victims of war. Taking this opportunity, the delegation urges the international community to further lend support to persons with disabilities including those in conflicts and post conflicts areas. Vietnam early recognized the importance and has been actively participating in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities among the larger legal framework; they have adopted a law on persons with disabilities with an excellent plan for the 2012 – 2020 period. 
They are ready to share with and learn from other states, organizations and stakeholders of the experience and good practice in their common goals to promote and protect all human rights and freedom for persons with disabilities. 

Saudi Arabia; 
Welcomes the holding of this discussion because it addresses a very important segment of humanity. Saudi Arabia considers the Islamic Sharia a principle source of legislation for human being, for justice and for equality and non-discrimination and strengthening the rights of all persons including persons with disabilities. They have made every effort to strengthen those rights where serious legislations have been adopted to strengthen the realization of the rights in all field including education and social rehabilitation. Persons with disabilities are exempt of fees and have financial facilities provided for them. 
Saudi Arabia was among the first who signed the CRPD and its optional protocol. The State of Saudi Arabia provides for the rights of persons with disabilities in education and in other services, including on the extension of educational services from preschool years to university education in a manner that complete their needs. 
They also adopt 2 systems of education; the system of education for special categories and the system of inclusion in general schools, where the institutions works on the implementation of the objectives of this educational policy in cooperation with the Ministry of education, high education. 

Inclusive education is also essential in the field of social cohesion; it provides a platform for countering discrimination and stigmatization. 

Poland: 

Poland shares the view expressed in the study that education is universal and shall apply to all persons. The primary goal for each country is to create conditions where all people exercise the right to education, regardless of the level of their impairment. Full involvement of persons with disabilities in the public sphere requires providing them with opportunities to accumulate knowledge and to develop their abilities and skills in order to use them later in profession life. Inclusive education provides a platform for countering stigmatization and discrimination and makes sense; inclusive learning systems together with other colleagues are helpful in breaking down misconception and prejudice, where persons generally integrate with the rest of society and at the same time society profits from the stronger ties with those impaired. 
Poland wants to share some of its experience in the field of rights of persons with disabilities with the regard to the participation in the education process. In Poland, education is universal and is offered in public schools free of charge. Domestic legislation imposes on public authorities an obligation that to assist disabled persons to be self-sufficient and have an active life. Therefore, young people with disabilities are guaranteed the possibility of studying in all types of schools in conformity with their individual development and their educational needs. Also, a new curriculum was prepared for preschool education, comprehensive education, in which special attention was placed on the needs to support social skills, and on the contents concerning the rights of disabled persons. In our view, an effective implementation of CRPD, which they became party to in 2012, should further contribute to the equal and effective enjoyment of rights of persons with disabilities.  

Kuwait:
Praise the affairs of the High Commissioner and thanks her for the study related to right to education of persons with disabilities and thank the work of the special rapporteur. Kuwait is a pioneer country related to commitment to protect the rights of persons with specific needs, as they can exercise their economic and social rights. Kuwait has a comprehensive policy working directly or through civil society to ensure health and educational services, and assistance and protection. They have created development structures and adopted them to relevant laws. They are giving priority to this segment of society in their education, housing, and employment, ensuring guarantees of free of cost education in order to make it possible for all of them to live in conditions of dignity. 

And also they provide conditions for higher education; persons receive fellowship and they are able to study in the best universities even abroad.

Kuwait approves the approach, which is based underneath to fully integrate persons with disabilities and mainstream these issues and it starts at the level of primary education, this include the religious education. 
Most recently, Kuwait adopted a law that accepts persons who have difficulties with classical educational processes. They are doing all of this work on the basis of studies that are carried out and also the effort of the state is focusing on priorities of the employment on the basis of the capacities and competencies of all of these people without any form of discrimination and in full compliance with their constitution. They would like to urge the High Commissioner to continue her effort in raising public awareness and establish new mechanisms to ensure even better protection to rights of these persons with disabilities. 

United Arab Emirates: 

Aligns itself with the statement made by the Arab group. The thematic study prepared by the High Commissioner on inclusive education does not simply mean the full integration of these persons in ordinary schools but also ensure that all of their rights are respected. The Convention on the Rights of the Child also focuses on the right to education of all persons. 

United Arab Emirates are trying to put a system of inclusive education in order to help these people to exercise their rights and the right to education. 

We need special efforts by States, which should provide necessary needs and tools, curriculum academic programs that respond to the needs of disabled persons. They should promote favorable climate and physiological environment that can associate these persons fully on equal footing with other people. 
They are also focusing on the principle of free of pay education and the UAE provides all possibilities for persons to have education based on their capacities and they diversify learning tools and also use audiovisual means in order to help them on the basis of their capacities. 

They would like to highlight the strategic plan of 2014 – 2015, drawn by the ministry of foreign affairs to provide assistance to deaf people in special centers or disabled persons. And they have introduced special technological tools in that process and they do support the idea that strategies are required and would strengthen education system that are inclusive, while guaranteeing the quality of the inclusion education and this should be included in the agenda of the post 2015 development. 
Morocco: 

They ratified in 2009 the CRPD and this reflects the particular interest of Morocco to assist these persons with disabilities. The Morocco constitution of 2011 gives a special attention to the right of persons with disabilities and all forms of discrimination have been eliminated and also political, social, cultural, and economic policies have been reflected in the constitution. This relates to persons with disabilities. Morocco fights all forms of discrimination, which is in the preamble of their constitution. 
They fight all forms of discrimination whether it is based on gender, colors, handicap or any other. The article 34 commends public authorities to establish special policies to support persons with specific needs. 

Morocco is trying to do everything it can to ensure access and would like to highlight the fact that recently the diplomatic conference of WIPO was held and adopted international agreement that helps persons who have visual difficulties to have access to published books. All of this will help these persons to enjoy their rights fully to have access to different works of art and literature. 

The ministry of solidarity for women family and social development has carried out a national survey on disability that will help actors and stakeholders to have access to different data on disability that is necessary to draw up programs and targeted activities. 
Finally there is a special law 6206 related to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Cuba: 

Cuba attaches a special importance to persons with disabilities, which is why they have been pushing forward to strategies for development grounded in principles of freedom, equity, social justice and inclusion.  

It is with this objective and in the educational system of Cuba they have been able to establish about 400 schools where general educational programs are provided as well as special appropriate programs adapted to the disabilities of the students. 
They have implemented a number of national action plans for persons with disabilities, which apply to other countries with different territorial programs for inclusion and community development. Promoting the establishment of conditions guaranteeing the persons with disabilities to the full access to education, including sport and recreation. 
The Cuban State has drafted policies and programs to equality of opportunities and equity for persons with disabilities in particularly in the area of health, education, sports, culture, employment and social security.
Disabled persons from other countries have benefited from cooperation activities undertaken by the government of Cuba in the area of education as well as others. The care of persons with disabilities is going to continue to be a priority for Cuba, which will continue facing at the heart of its work. 
Costa Rica: 

Costa Rica fully agrees with the report conducted by the OHCHR that inclusive education is vital to ensure the universal exercise of their rights. People have to be educated regardless of their physical and cognitive conditions. They also share the view that the inclusive education is the ideal way of dismantling a range of discrimination, patterns and myths, which through ignorance are based on prejudice or at least undermine the full exercise of this essential right. 
Would appreciate if the panelists could share the best practices that they have identified for achieving a successful transition to an inclusive education system? 

For Costa Rica, having high quality education is an important vehicle for social ability and to dissuade young people and children from dangerous situations and activities. It is a priority for education to be inclusive in all conditions to be equal in accordance with the needs and capacities of the students. 

They are monitoring public and private institutions that are developing policy, programs and activities for the sector and they are fleshing out the national disability policy for the period 2011 to 2021 through the plan of action. 

Right now, the bill number 18352 is being worked on in legislative channels to guarantee inclusion for persons with disabilities in the national education system, geared towards harmonizing more legislation with legal international corresponding instruments. 

Ethiopia: 

Persons with disabilities face multiple forms of discrimination and challenges. Due to this interplay, the negative attitudes, and environmental factors, they have been deprived of the opportunity to enjoy equal access to goods and services. This is a grave concern, especially when it comes to the fundamental right to education. The educational system should be conceived for human diversity and should be free from all forms of discrimination and abuses. This is a need to change the culture, policy and practice of mainstream school and to accommodate the needs of all students, including persons with disabilities. States have the primary responsibility to realize an inclusive educational system and to eliminate discriminatory practices. Support needs to be in place to address the particular needs of children, youth and adults with disabilities. Measures to provide inclusive education should focus on individuals and on the physical, social and policy environments, together with a progressive and inclusive participatory economic development. It should aim to remove barriers and create a necessary conscience for participation, such as a provision of training and programs for teachers. They are implementing laws and policies to help people with disabilities, including the right to inclusive education, the responsibility for the provisions of necessary rehabilitation and support services to persons with disabilities, including educational facilities. The government has set a framework document to provide special needs to education. Furthermore, the 5 years growth and transformation plan of Ethiopia has incorporated disability as cross cutting sector of development where focus is given to provisions of education, training and equal access to other services. 
Algeria:
Algeria aligns itself with the statement made by the groups to which it belongs. The right to education is a fundamental right. It is clear that the implementation of the right should be inclusive, with special attention given to potential obstacles for persons with disabilities. 

Article 24 of the CRPD confirms the right of this part of society to education, an inclusive education as a way to implement this right. Algeria shares the conclusion made in the report of the High Commissioner when she says that inclusion of disabled persons in the work related to the right to education should include the obligation to remove all sorts of obstacles that limit their access to education and there is a need to modify the culture and practices. The report also refers to other elements related to Inclusive education and focuses on the need to remove obstacles and ensure free of charge education and equality of opportunities. Algeria wants to focus on the need to provide nationally financial needs and carry out public awareness carrying work in this area. They want to hear the suggestions that the panelists can make on specific ways that would be most appropriate to integrate the right to inclusive education particularly to disabled persons in the post 2015 development program. 
New Zealand: 

All of us are a testament to the value and essential role that education plays in enabling and empowering our lives and participation in society. Our discussions today provide an important opportunity to better learn how we can implement inclusive practices. For its part, New Zealand is actively taking steps to ensure access to inclusive education. The government has a vision to achieve a fully inclusive education system by the end of 2014. As the panelists have broadly emphasized today, New Zealand agrees and strongly believes that inclusive education benefits not only persons with disabilities but also all children and society more broadly. UNICEF and Mr. Porter have spoken about the need to tackle assumptions that inclusive education is costly, Mr. Testot-Ferry used the term that inclusive education can be seen as a smart investment. New Zealand would therefore be interested to hear more about how to make the economic as well as the rights based case for inclusive education? 
One of New Zealand current priorities is to increase the number of students with disabilities who transition from school, to higher education to employment. 
New Zealand welcomes the panel’s views on ways to support this key transition. 

Would also be very interested to hear UNICEF’s proposal for how to incorporate the concept of inclusive education into the post 2015 development agenda? 

New Zealand see clear link between education and delivering on the theme and report on the high level panel on the post 2015 development agenda that the new framework should ensure that no one is left behind. 

Panelist, Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez;
Persons with disabilities must participate in the design, follow up and implementation of policies and measures. This is a role that could be played by organization representing persons with disabilities. There are many persons with disabilities; this is then an important segment of the population. Some part of this broad population is not represented and is not spoken about, for example deafblind people. 

In international cooperation we could find a way to solve many of the difficulties that have been referred to here. For example: public-private partnerships and bringing new technologies available to persons with disabilities. It is also essential to considerate gender issues in education policies; often girls do not have equal opportunities.

Panelist, Mr. Philippe Testot-Ferry;

UNICEF publication of last year was focusing on children with disabilities and it provided many recommendations and combined actions; 
· urges state to ratified the CRPD;

· to fight discrimination and enhance awareness that disability is a characteristic of human diversity;

· barriers to education need to be removed from the early age, starting to preschool education;

· teachers are key and need to be trained; 

· about financing inclusive education, there are experiences of reforming way of doing it;
· important for member states to work closely with the open working group of the post 2015 development agenda, to make sure that it will discuss persons with disabilities. 

Panelist, Mr. Gordon Porter;
This discussion would not have been possible 3 decades ago, and it is a sign of progress to be having this discussion today at this level. 
3 concepts: 

· need to build on and using communities that already exist today, public schools are already there and we have to use them with the aim to have a natural proportion of persons with disabilities within those; 
· need to […] those existing schools for inclusive education; with children living in their families; 
· Several myths to overcome; 

· The myth that children with disabilities need most of all clinical practices: it is wrong. Schools are educational and teachers can serve the needs of all the children (99%), we need to value the skills of teachers. 
· The myth that experts are essential in a system like that; inclusion institution needs the regular teachers with the support of experts and not the other way around. 
· About finances, we need to invest money in regular schools to make inclusion a reality. Canada is one of the wealthier countries – and – he would not say that Canada could afford to have two separate systems. 
Panelist, Ms. Maria Magdalena Orlando: 
Regarding the participation of civil society and interaction with states; we should use the convention as the guide not just articles 3, 2, 9, 4, 19 and 24 but she would like to highlight that there has to be a partnership between CSO and the state for this trend. 

Also she would like to say that they have a target for inclusive education, which calls for putting an end to exclusion and that lifelong education should particularly emphasize that a person’s rights have been historically violated. 

She would like to talk about reasonable accommodation in conclusion, which has been touched on. This should not be seen as a discriminatory thing, it does not replace the need to move towards inclusive education; it is just a temporary phase.

Therefore she invites all states to adopt and to take to heart of the thematic report prepared by the High Commissioner. 
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