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Report from the Commission for Social Development

The Fiftieth Session of the Commission for Social Development has been convened from 1 to 10 February 2012 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. The priority theme this year was "Poverty Eradication".

International Disability Alliance galvanized its advocacy activities through contributions towards the resolutions enacted as a part of the work of the Commission and by participating in two side events. 

Advocacy towards the CSocD resolutions

IDA made contribution towards two resolutions by working closely with a fewfriendly missions. Please see below the language on disability included in both resolutions with a short explanation of the IDA objectives and activities during the negotiations:

 E/CN.5/2012/L.6 Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda
IDA advocacy: we primarily focused on three issues in this resolution – welcoming the establishment of the Trust Fund for the United Nations Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the post 2015 framework, and inviting member states to include disability in the upcoming Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review
. Both objectives were achieved. Please see below the complete text of the resolution:

Draft resolution submitted by the Vice-Chair of the Commission, Ana Marie L. Hernando (Philippines), on the basis of informal consultations

The Commission for Social Development recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following draft resolution:

Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development,held in Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 1995
,and of the twenty-fourthspecial session of the General Assembly entitled “World Summit for Social

Development and beyond: achieving social development for all in aglobalizing world”, held at Geneva from 26 June to 1 July 2000,

Recalling also the World Programme of Action concerning DisabledPersons,
 the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Personswith Disabilities
and the Convention on the Rights of Persons withDisabilities,
 in which persons with disabilities are recognized as bothdevelopment agents and beneficiaries in all aspects of development,

Recalling further its previous resolutions concerning persons withdisabilities and further promotion of equalization of opportunities and mainstreaming of disability in the development agenda and the relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, 

Welcoming the fact that, since the opening for signature on 30 March 2007 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto,
 one hundred and fifty-three States have signed and one hundred and nine States and one regional integration organization have ratified the Convention and ninety States have signed and sixty-three States have ratified the Optional Protocol, and encouraging all States that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying the Convention and the Optional Protocol,

Noting that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provides comprehensive coverage of the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities, 

Noting also that persons with disabilities, who face a greater risk of living in absolute poverty, make up an estimated 15 per cent of the world’s population,
 of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries,
 and recognizing the importance of international cooperation in supporting national efforts to mainstream disability in the development agenda, in particular for developing countries,

Convinced that addressing the profound social, cultural and economic disadvantage and exclusion experienced by many persons with disabilities, and promoting the use of universal design as appropriate, as well as the progressive removal of barriers to their full and effective participation in all aspects of development, and promoting their equal enjoyment of civil, economic, social and cultural rights, will further the equalization of opportunities and contribute to the realization of a “society for all” in the twenty-first century,

Noting that while progress has already been made by Governments, the international community and the United Nations system in mainstreaming disability as an integral part of the global development agenda, major challenges remain,

Emphasizing the importance of the collection and compilation of national data and information regarding the situation of persons with disabilities, following existing guidelines on disability statistics, that are disaggregated by gender and age, which could be used by Governments to enable their development policy planning, monitoring, evaluation and implementation to be disability-sensitive, in particular in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities, while reiterating the request to the United Nations system to facilitate technical assistance within existing resources, including the provision of assistance, in particular to developing countries, for capacity-building and for the collection and compilation of national and regional data and statistics on disabilities,

Underlining the importance of mobilizing resources at all levels for the successful implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and recognizing the importance of international cooperation andits promotion in support of national efforts, in particular in developingcountries,

Stressing the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships andinternational cooperation in combating discrimination based on disability andmainstreaming disability in the global development agenda for the promotionof the linkages between disability and global development priorities,including, inter alia, poverty reduction and sustainable development,

1. Welcomes the decision of the General Assembly to hold a one-day High-level Meeting, at the level of Heads of State and Government, at thesixty-eighth session, with the overarching theme “The way forward: adisability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”, in orderto strengthen efforts to ensure accessibilityfor and inclusion of persons withdisabilities in all aspects of development efforts;

2. Notes with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General onMainstreaming disability in the development agenda;

3. Welcomes the work of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development, and takes note of his report;

4. Also welcomes the establishment of the Trust Fund for the United Nations Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, andencourages Member States and other stakeholders to support the objectives ofthe Trust Fund, including by providing voluntary contributions;

5. Calls upon Member States and United Nations bodies and agencies to include disability issues and persons with disabilities in their efforts toachieve the Millennium Development Goals and, in reviewing progresstowards the achievement of the Goals, to assess the extent to which personswith disabilities have benefited from those efforts;

6. Encourages all Member States, concerned intergovernmental organizations, international and regional organizations and civil society, inparticular organizations of persons with disabilities, and the private sector, toengage in cooperative arrangements and strategic partnerships to facilitate technical cooperation to advance disability-inclusive development;

7. Also encourages stakeholders at the regional and subregional levels to include the perspectives of persons with disabilities in all forms ofdevelopment cooperation, including South-South and triangular cooperation, in order to build collaborative frameworks for mainstreaming disability, including the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, at the national level;

8. Further encourages Member States, the United Nations system, within its existing resources, and other stakeholders to improve data and statistics on disability, taking into account existing guidelines published by the

United Nations, as a basis for strengthening evidence-based policymaking, and to share good practices and experiences in order to overcome barriers and further advance disability-inclusive development;

9. Urges the United Nations to enhance partnerships for international cooperation between the United Nations system and regional and subregional organizations and to enhance its role in forging partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders, in particular with organizations of persons with disabilities, and the private sector, to provide opportunities and forums, within existing resources, for promoting linkages between disability and the mainstream development agenda;

10. Calls upon the international community to seize every opportunity to include disability as a cross-cutting issue in the global development agenda, and also calls upon the United Nations to ensure that disability is included in the emerging post-2015 United Nations development framework, as well as in the dialogues and outcomes of relevant United Nations development conferences and in the quadrennial comprehensive policy review process;

11. Emphasizes the need for measures to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are not subject to multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination or excluded from participation in the implementation of the international development goals, and to eliminate existing inequalities between women and men with disabilities;

12. Encourages the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development to collaborate, as appropriate, with all relevant stakeholders, including special procedure mandate holders of the Human Rights Council in accordance with his or her mandate;

13. Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit to the Commission for Social Development at its fifty-first session an annual report on his activities on mainstreaming disability in the development agenda;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the implementation of the present resolution for submission to the Commission for Social Development at its fifty-first session as a contribution to the upcoming High-level Meeting of the General Assembly.

E/CN.5/2012/L.7 Poverty eradication
IDA advocacy: this was the resolution for the main theme of the Commission. It was very difficult to influence it significantly since the Member States did not want to add additional issues to the resolution. However, we got two references and it could be considered a success.

15. Reaffirms that social integration policies should seek to reduce inequalities, promote access to basic social services, education for all and health care, eliminate discrimination, increase the participation and integration of social groups, particularly young people, older persons and persons with disabilities, and address the challenges posed by globalization and market driven reforms to social development in order for all people in all countries to benefit from globalization; 

20. Encourages Member States to design and implement policies and strategies for poverty eradication, full employment and decent work for all, including the promotion of full and productive employment that is appropriately and adequately remunerated, as well as policies and strategies for social integration that promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and that address the specific needs of social groups such as young people, persons with disabilities, older persons, migrants and indigenous peoples, taking into account the concerns of these groups in the planning, implementation and evaluation of development programmes and policies;

Side events

The International Disability Alliance participated at two side events: Women’s Voices in Disability and Development and a side event at the US mission for the UNICEF Board. 

At the event dedicated to women with disabilities in development the IDA chair Diane Richler spoke as one of the panelists. Diane reviewed the problem in the first part of the presentation and then provided couple of recommendations for the UN system to better promote the participation of women with disabilities in development. Some main points were:

a. Ensuring that the UN Statistical Commission gives priority to segregating data on women with disabilities;

b. Ensuring a stronger commitment to and involvement of women with disabilities as well as promotion of the rights of women with disabilities in the work of the UN Women.  Specifically  UN Women should establish a focal point on disability and give high priority to women with disabilities in programming such as in the Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women;  

c. Ensuring that the new UN Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities gives priority to women with disabilities.  This multi-donor trust fund has a unique responsibility and opportunity to engage in development efforts at the national level through support of the UN country teams and to promote implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Women with disabilities can be one of the priority areas of the fund.

d. Giving a higher priority to women with disabilities in the remaining efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  Persons with disabilities are remaining largely invisible to the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Even the 2010 MDG Review failed to alter the situation: persons with disabilities are excluded from the benefits of MDG policies and programs. The inclusion of persons with disabilities and women with disabilities in all development activities including the MDGs is essential. 

e. Including the rights of women with disabilities in the QCPR.  The quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the UN system sets the framework for the development activities of the UN system. In its last review, QCPR included a prominent language on the rights of women but did not address the rights of persons with disabilities nor women with disabilities. IDA would like to propose that the QCPR of 2012 include rights and participation of persons with disabilities as well as women with disabilities.

f. Hiring more women with disabilities in the UN system.

g. Establishing an internship program for young women with disabilities in the UN system.  This will help to ensure that women with disabilities gain the experience necessary to seek future employment within the system similar to their non-disabled peers.

h. Encouraging participation of women with disabilities in government appointed roles such as in permanent national delegations in New York and Geneva and as members of committees in addition to the CRPD committee, such as CEDAW.

It was extremely well attended and successful event.

At the other event in the US mission with members of the UNICEF board, the IDA executive director Stefan Tromel spoke. He made three main points:

· the IDA would like to encourage UNICEF to work with other UN agencies to promote disability mainstreaming in their work;

· the IDA would like to encourage UNICEF to develop a Disability Tracker system to trace funding and initiatives related to disability in its work;

· the idea would like to encourage promotion of disability mainstreaming by taking the UNICEF expedience to the Chief Executives Board (CEB), which is the highest levelstructure of the UN Secretariat led by Ban Ki-moon and including the heads of all is UN entities; and

· the IDA would like to encourage mainstreaming of disability in the QCPR process.

Stefan's recommendations were exceptionally well received. Every comment that followed the presentation of Stefan referred to the IDA contribution and supported all three points. Particularly the representative of the Australian AID and Richard Morgan, a senior executive in UNICEF supported the IDA recommendations. As a result of the side event few meetings were organized in regards to the objectives raised by Stefan. The IDA Secretariat team in New York met with a representative of Australian AID to discuss the disability mainstreaming in QCPR. Another meeting was organized with Richard Morgan and Rosangela Berman Bieler to discuss the three points raised by Stefan. 

If you have any questions please contact the New York Secretariat.

�The QCPR is the mechanism through which the GA assesses the effectiveness, efficiency and coherence and impact of UN operational activities for development and establishes system-wide policy orientations for development cooperation and country-level modalities of the UN system in response to the evolving international development cooperation environment. It is first and foremost a policy evaluation but also provides an opportunity to look to the future on how to adapt UN operational activities to the changing development cooperation context.


The International Disability Alliance is urging Member States to mainstream disability in development through the QCPR. It is a unique opportunity and responsibility of Member States to systematically address what has been already started by some UN agencies, funds, reports and the resolutions of the General Assembly and Economic and Social Council.





�Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.96.IV.8), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.


� General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.


�A/37/351/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, recommendation I (IV), adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 37/52.


� General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex.


� General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex I.


�Ibid., annex II.


� According to the Report on Disability 2011, published by the World Health Organization and the World Bank, an estimated 15 per cent of the world’s population lives with a disability.


� General Assembly resolution 65/186 states that “persons with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per cent of the world’s population, of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries”. The figure of 80 per cent, which originated from the United Nations Development Programme, was quoted widely in a discussion paper entitled “Disability and poverty: a survey of World Bank poverty assessments and implications” (Jeanine Braithwaite and Daniel Mont, SP discussion paper No. 0805, World Bank, February 2008).


� E/CN.5/2012/6.


� E/CN.5/2012/7.





