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3. International level

40. Armenia has also signed the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
IV. Challenges faced by human rights defenders

A. Overview of civil society in Armenia

64. At the same time, the Special Rapporteur also wishes to highlight and commend best practices and positive examples, including the prison monitoring group formed in 2004 by the Ministry of Justice. The group is significant in that it is authorized to monitor and supervise the protection of human rights of persons in detention. The group has free access to all penal institutions, may request information on the content of various documents, including the personal files and letters of prisoners, to examine the conditions at places of detention, and to have unrestricted, unsupervised access and contact to the detainees themselves. In 2006, a police monitoring group was established. NGOs nominate members of the group from among themselves. Members of the group are elected for a three-year term and work pro bono, receiving no State funding for the functioning of the group. There are 11 NGOs represented in the group. A similar monitoring group has been set up recently regarding closed pedagogical institutions for the mentally disabled.

