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10. Deprivation of liberty on grounds of mental health

84. The Working Group was able to visit two psychiatric facilities outside Yerevan, the Sevan Psychiatric Hospital and the Vanadzor Psychiatric Facility, and was able to meet and speak with resident patients. The 2004 Law on the Psychiatric Service governs the internment of patients in these institutions, by decision of medical commissions composed by three medical doctors. Decisions by medical commissions can not be challenged before a judicial authority but are subjected to review by the same body every six months.
85. The Working Group noted the good relationships between the administration and psychiatric patients. It understands that the challenges faced by these two institutions relate more to access of resources for the care of patients and maintenance of the facilities, than to problems relating to deprivation of liberty.
