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V. SUBJECTS OF CONCERN TO THE WORKING GROUP

A. The detention of vulnerable persons

28. Essentially of concern are: children (especially young children/unaccompanied minors), the physically or mentally handicapped, elderly persons, pregnant women and women who are alone. Of particular concern is the detention of a large number of children. As of 3 May 2002, 170 minors (65 girls and 105 boys, of whom 5 are unaccompanied) were in detention. According to testimonies gathered during the visit to the centres, most of these children find themselves detained after having experienced a first traumatic episode (persecution or armed conflict followed by clandestine flight and therefore a brutal rupture with the family environment and, for a number of them, the hardships of boat people). Their detention, coming without a transition at the very moment that their trials seemed to be coming to an end, exacerbates their distress.
