CRPD Committee Review of Costa Rica

2 - 3 April 2014, 11th session

The CRPD Committee conducted the review of Costa Rica’s initial report and engaged in an interactive dialogue with the Costa Rican delegation on 2 - 3 April 2014.*
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Opening remarks

Francisco Rodríguez Gutiérrez, President of the National Council for the Rehabilitation and Special Education (CNREE):

In 1996 the State passed the Law on Equalisation of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (Law 7600) which started the issue of the rights of persons with disabilities in Costa Rica. Law 7600 started the process of building a legal framework and it represents the first steps for moving out from the medical model towards a social model.  In 2001, the institutional commissions on disability were created and in 2002, judicial policies were adopted in relation with personas with disabilities. Finally, in 2008 Costa Rica ratified the CRPD. 
He explains that although Law 7600 does not expressly define the CNREE as the principal entity on disability issues in Costa Rica, the Prosecutor Office has recognised them in that role. The CNREE issued its first report on the CRPD in 2010 with active participation of persons with disabilities. Various workshops were realised within 6 months and the views of persons with disabilities were included. 

He admits that the CNREE lacks the tools to do their work properly. In particular, Mr. Rodríguez admits that it is difficult to advance in the Legislature because there is a very difficult composition. However, there are several proposals and some work has been done. In 2009, a reform of the Municipal Code was passed creating municipal commissions on disability. Legislation on the employment of persons with disabilities (a quota system of 5%) was also adopted. Furthermore in 2013, institutional committees for addressing the issue of disability were created by law. They have also adopted a National Plan on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2011-2012 (PONADIS) which aims to mainstream disability and to establish a policy framework for the work of various governments. The major challenge, however, is to strengthen the CNREE.

Silvia Quan, Country Rapporteur

She began her statement mentioning the national elections in Costa Rica. She called on the State to eliminate inadequate terminology referring to persons with disabilities in the legislation and to prohibit any form of discrimination on the basis of a disability, including the denial of reasonable accommodation. 

Ms Quan welcomes the Personal Autonomy Bill, but at the same time highlights that the Civil Code allows declaring the legal incapacity of persons with disabilities. She mentions that persons with disabilities have been deprived from their right to vote for this reason, and she requires the delegation to inform about the number of persons affected. She also asks for information on the accessibility of the electoral process.

She further asked to what extent the State has ensured that all person with disabilities have an identification document since birth, in particular in remote areas, migrants and others.  She also requested information on the situation of women with disabilities in relation to trafficking, protection against abuse and the right to have a family.  She expressed her concerns on forced sterilisation of women and girls with disabilities, in particular those who are institutionalised.  In relation to children, she requested information on the situation of children with disabilities who have been abandoned or abused, those who are begging. 

She also regrets the lack of information on persons with disabilities under special measures in criminal proceedings, and victims of violence and abuse. She requested specifically information on persons with psychosocial disabilities who are in psychiatric institutions because they have been declared legally unfit or unable to exercise their legal rights, and she would like to know whether there is any information on due process.  She further regrets the new Law 17777 on Biomedical Research which contradicts the CRPD as it allows the guardian to substitute the decision of a person to participate in medical research and experimentation without his/her consent. She asked for more information on the number of persons who are in psychiatric hospitals, shelters and other institutions.  

Although she expressed her recognition on the efforts on inclusive education, she mentioned that there is still a model of special education and teachers are being trained in a segregationist model. She requested data on children with disabilities in rural areas, deafblind, indigenous, among others. She also acknowledged the existence of a bonus housing system which seems to be insufficient. 

Finally, in relation to Article 33, she requested information on the definition of the coordination mechanism as well as national monitoring systems and the participation of the Defender of the Citizens (Ombudsman’s office). She expressed her concerns on the low budget of this office and the lack of information on consultations with DPOs. She requested more information on these topics.  
Questions on Articles 1 - 10:

Ron McCallum 

Re Article 5, the State has informed that the legislation does not cover reasonable accommodation, will discrimination law will be updated to fully comply with the Convention?

Carlos Ríos Espinosa 
Re Article 4, sometimes States adopt specific policies and programs for persons with disabilities which tend to lead to segregation which hinders implementation. Is this the case in Costa Rica; in particular, in relation to the public program for children? 

Re Articles 6 and 7, does the National Policy on Children and Adolescents includes persons with disabilities, as well as the policies on violence against women? The new Act on Domestic Violence does not have a reference to women with disabilities and the shelters for victims of domestic violence would not be adequate for them.

Damjan Tatic
Re Article 4, requests more information on the implementation of disability policy across the territory of Costa Rica.  How do municipalities and other institutions deal with disability issues?  How strong are the commissions, what are their competences and what are their resources? 

Re Article 9, please provide concrete data about the situation of sanctions- how effective they are and how they are being implemented in practice.

Theresia Degener

Re Article 6, many cases of forced sterilisation and another cases of discrimination have been mentioned by DPOs- the State report does not mention any plan in relation to eliminating multiple discrimination that woman with disabilities face. 

Re Article 7, has the State implemented the recommendations of the Committee of the Rights of Child on inclusive education to persons with disabilities? Has the State developed a plan of action regarding inclusive education, making all schools accessible and training teachers with regard to inclusive education?
Diane Mulligan
Notes the lack of ministerial presence in the State delegation. What measures is the State taking to protect the 1,500 indigenous persons with disabilities? 

Re Article 6, what measures is the State is taking in relation to domestic violence against women with disabilities?

Re Universal Periodic Review, Costa Rica was recommended to modify the Law 7600 on Equal Opportunities. Can the State provide information on how it has been implemented?
Re Article 9, please provide information on the State’s plans to increase its investment, ensuring accessibility for all persons with disabilities?
Ana Pelaez
Notes concern for the lack of presence of national authorities of Costa Rica. 

The State report made no reference to multiple discrimination or to the situation of women with disabilities. 

Article 79 of the Migration Act states that a person must prove a higher income if he/she have a family member with disabilities, which represents discrimination. In relation to 
Article 6, Costa Rica has in place a policy on disability with an emphasis on gender, but it is not clear what measures is the State is planning to implement to improve the conditions for women and girls with disabilities. 
How are national policies on women designed to take into account women with disabilities? For instance, how does the National Institute on Women take women with disabilities into account? Finally, how does the National Patronate on Children ensure the participation of children with disabilities?

Moreover, how many deafblind children live in Costa Rica and how many are at school? Does any organisation represent children with disabilities? This Committee did not find any organisation of parents that represent those children.
Xavier Torres
What has the State done in relation to Article 91 of the Constitution of Costa Rica which states that citizen rights can be suspended though guardianship? 

Chair
Re Biomedical Research Act, where is the principle of free prior consent if the law allows the representative to give permission? What is the legal and ethical reasoning for the judgement of the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court?

Monthian Buntan
Re Article 9. on which basis is the policy on accessibility implemented? Are there commissions on accessibility which work at the local level? Does Costa Rica have national standards or follow internationally recognised ones? In particular, accessibility standards on ICTs?

Delegations’ replies:

Christian Guillermet-Fernández:

He clarified that Francisco Rodríguez is the President of the CNREE, the highest authority on disability-related issues in Costa Rica as the principal agency on disability.  

Francisco Rodríguez, President of the CNREE: 

He explains that in 2006 the requirement for accessibility during voting was initiated. That has been ensured in elections held in 2010, 2011 and 2014. Since 2010, the CNREE monitors elections. The Supreme Electoral Tribunal has also established measures on accessibility and supports for persons with disabilities. He admitted that there are problems in relation to physical accessibility as the elections take place at schools in different local governments.  There is a need for more training at the local level. There has been some work on this in the last elections which included the head of political parties. They also created a hotline for complaints. 

In relation to the mainstreaming of disability policy, he mentioned that the CNREE has already got into contact with the parties that are competing for the presidential election in order to ensure this. At the local level, disability commissions in municipalities have been created with the reform of the Municipal Code. The work of these commissions is mandatory but they are working in various ways without coordination amongst themselves. It should be more homogeneous. Law 7600 created commissions on information, which multiplies the information available. He highlighted the participation of persons with disabilities, in particular within the CNREE which counts four persons with disabilities.

In relation to deafblind children, he mentioned there is only one institute (Helen Keller), who works on the education of deafblind and deaf persons and persons with low vision. Very few data are available. There is an estimation of 251.000 blind or low vision people in Costa Rica.

Finally, he mentioned that the CNREE has developed workshops with a community-based approach in order to empower persons with disabilities. 

Francisco Azofeifa, Legal Advisor:

He started by explaining that they do not have all the data they need. He mentioned that the CNREE was created in 1973 under a rehabilitation paradigm. The CNREE has assumed a role as the principal entity on disabilities because an interpretation of the Prosecutor Office. However, there has not been formal designation of an appointed focal point for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention. Therefore, there is a need for law reform. The Congress is studying a proposal on this matter, including renaming the council and reinforcing its activities.

He stated that legal harmonisation corresponds to the Congress. He explained that there is a fractioning between political parties which makes work harder. There is also a need for disability rights awareness among Congress members; inappropriate language remains in current legislation. The CNREE has issued guidelines on inclusive language.

In relation to the Biomedical Research Act, he stated that although there was a need for legislation, the bill had discriminatory provisions against persons with disabilities. The CNREE issued a statement informing the Congress and the public opinion. However, the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court declared it constitutional.  The argument is that it is constitutional if the informed consent provided by the representative is only with the purpose of therapeutic research and benefits the person’s health.

He informed that Costa Rica has not abolished the institute of interdiction (guardianship). It has eliminated, however, the possibility that the State request the designation of a guardian.  He explained that the use of this legal measure has decreased and it is basically for property purposes.  He further explained that the Personal Autonomy Bill has not been adopted yet and that it requires some amendments for implementing the standards established in Article 12 of the Convention. 

Mr Azofeifa informed that the national legislation does not include the notion of reasonable accommodation, in particular the concept of reasonability. The PONADIS mentions reasonable accommodation in a general way, as the Law 7600.

He believes that the current proposal for reforming the CNREE will strengthen its capacities as principal entity. Even today they work under charitative approach.

He mentioned that the State has established that all projects on social housing should ensure a minimum of accessible units. In addition, in the access to housing bonus, persons with disabilities receive an additional percentage.

In relation to accessibility, he also mentioned that there is a legal void in the imposition of sanctions on accessibility to private entities.  They do not know which State body is in charge of collecting these fines and its destiny.  In the case of the public transport, it should be completely accessible to this date. However, in reality, only 40% is accessible. The State can revoke their licences, as they are private services providers. He finally mentioned that the municipalities have the responsibility to verify accessibility conditions prior to the emission of both constructing and operation licences.

He concluded his presentation by explaining that Costa Rica has built a center for the detention of persons with disabilities in conflict with the law. Before this center, persons with disabilities were referred to psychiatric hospitals when they were found to be unfit to be declared guilty (not criminally responsible).  This situation generated a complex problem with regular users of the health system. In 2010, the Supreme Court ordered the construction of the center. The aim is to help people to be reintegrated into society and to provide them a support network.

Damaris Solano, civil society representative in the CNREE:

In relation to gender and domestic violence policies, she stated that the State has improved which also benefits women with disabilities.  However, this is one of the main debts that the State maintains. Women with disabilities are still invisible to the public opinion. Women who are carers of persons with disabilities also face discrimination. 

There have been improvements in the inclusive education policy, particularly at primary level and pre-school.  The secondary level is not doing so well.  

Ms Solano explained that the children with disabilities who are under the National Patronate of Children are included in the same services as others. They still need to work on figures. She also mentions that organisations defending the rights of children with disabilities works have a charitative view.

In relation to the indigenous persons with disabilities, the CNREE has made some efforts. It is not easy to mainstream disability within the different public entities, as children and the indigenous population. There is little information on persons indigenous peoples with disabilities.

Ms Solano mentioned that the Personal Autonomy Bill has been before Congress for three legislative periods. 

Finally, Ms Solano stated that, despite the fact that some employment and heath policies do not consider women with disabilities, they do not discriminate against them. 

Questions on Articles 11 - 20 

Ron McCallum
Re Article 12, the State report mentions a bill for reviewing norms on interdiction and to provide support for decision-making, please provide more details.

Damjan Tatic
Please provide more information on the legal void on the implementation of sanctions on accessibility. 
Re Article 15, Biomedical Research Act- will this law be amended? 
Re Article 19, please provide more information on the Personal Autonomy Bill and does it include personal assistance services?
Theresia Degener
The Biomedical Research Act is not in compliance with Article 15 of the Convention. 
Re Article 21, the State has mentioned the need for more accessibility in public information and media- are there standards on this?
Ana Pelaez
Law 8387, Code on Children and Adolescents, recognises the right to special education of children with disabilities. Does the State plan to amend the Code? 
Re legislation on violence against women, Costa Rica has made some important improvements. However, the legislation on sexual harassment establishes that a person with disabilities must present a complaint through a representative. The law that criminalises violence against women should be welcomed, as its Article 8 identifies as an aggravating circumstances of this crime when it is perpetrated against a woman with disabilities.  The legislation provides that in cases of domestic violence involving a person with disabilities that cannot go to the court, the system should assist her at home.  Please provide data on the implementation of this obligation. 
Article 184 of the Criminal Code uses inappropriate language. 
Is there a protocol for humanitarian emergencies and a telephone line. When they will have a channel in sign language?
Carlos Ríos Espinosa
The State should establish a strategic plan for legislative harmonisation. The review should go beyond Law 7600, including the Constitution.  Is there any plan in this line?  The State’s answer on Article 13 refers to administrative measures but not legislative reforms.

Hyung Shik Kim
There is little information related to the implementation of Article 19. What efforts have been made?  Please provide data on persons who live in residences and on persons who left institutions.

Monthian Buntan
Re accessibility in situations of risk and disasters- is there any plan for the reduction of risk of disasters which is inclusive of persons with disabilities? 

Silvia Quan
Persons with disabilities face many obstacles for accessing banking services, in particular indigenous women with disabilities.  Is there any plan to implement Article 12 (5) of the Convention? How they are working with the banking system?
Delegation’s replies

Francisco Rodríguez, President of the CNREE:
In relation to banking, he mentioned that the CNREE has adopted measures with the national banks, private and publics, for ensuring accessibility for persons with disabilities. Efforts have been made for ensure the access of blind persons and low vision to ATM & cash machines, though it is not completely covered. At the service level, measures have been taken also to ensure that services in offices are directly provided to persons with disabilities. However, there is a lack of regulation.

In relation to risk prevention, Mr Rodríguez informed that the CNREE signed an agreement with the National Commission on Emergencies last week in order to mainstream disability through their protocols.

In relation to ICTs, he mentioned that the State has a program on digital government which provides that all public entities have a website and conditions for citizens access. However, there is a need to improve this service ensuring personnel and resources.  The CNREE also adopted in 2009 a directive on access to information that applies beyond websites. There have been problems with implementation for the lack of personal (only two persons are in charge). There is another directive on the provision of accessible formats for blind persons and persons with low vision in pubic entities. 

Finally, in relation to sign language, Mr Rodríguez mentioned that the State is working on the accreditation of interpreters in order to improve services in public entities. In June 2013, the State recognised the sign language of Costa Rica (LESCO) as the official language of deaf people.

Francisco Azofeifa Murillo, Legal advisor of the CNREE:
In relation to legal capacity, Mr Azofeifa informed that they have been working on a mechanism to exclude guardianship (curatela) from the legal system. It is an unacceptable measure as its restrains completely a person in many aspects of life. The Personal Autonomy Bill, supported by the CNREE and civil society, includes various measures of support to the exercise of legal capacity and decision-making. If the person does not have any trusted person, the State may provide the services through a new institution. 

In relation to sanctions, although there is a new system, it has not established which institution will be in charge of imposing and collecting the fines, and the final use of the fines collected. The new proposal (Law Project 18547) establishes that all the fines related to the rights of persons with disabilities and accessibility, excepting public transport, will be collected by the CNREE and the resources allocated in services for persons with disabilities.

Re violence against women with disabilities, Mr Azofeifa mentioned that the new law which criminalises violence against women establishes as an aggravating condition when the victim is a person with disabilities. 

The Law on Sexual Harassment on Employment and Teaching establishes that a “person with mental and physical disability” requires a representative for requesting protective measures. However, the Constitutional Court has established that the law was not unconstitutional. They have interpreted that the law does not limit the right to request protective measures but facilitates this request when the person cannot do it by him/herself. 

Damaris Solano Murillo, civil society representative of the CNREE:
The Personal Autonomy Bill does include personal assistance services, as well as the right to choose where to live and with whom. It has been pending for three administrations, and it has several texts. It has faced many obstacles but they expect to have it approved. Me Solano mentioned that he current situation is very charitative and admitted that many residences for people with disabilities do not favour independent living.

In relation to women with disabilities, the CNREE have shelters for the protection of those who have suffered domestic violence. The National Institute on Women also supports women with disabilities who experienced violence but there are concerns regarding accessibility (sign language and physical accessibility). In addition, in the shelters of the CNREE, women cannot stay with their children. Ms Solano considered that legislation on domestic violence should be revised. A same statement is made in relation to the Code on Children and Adolescent.

She further stated that deaf people are invisible in Costa Rica. It happens in various services, including the emergency line. 

Questions on Articles 21 - 33

Ron McCallum
In general, in the majority of countries, the number of persons with disabilities employed is low.  Law 7600 recognises the right to work but does not include the right to reasonable accommodation.  Is there any plan to pass new legislation on work?  What are the existing programs for increasing the employment of persons with disabilities?
Carlos Rios Espinosa

What are the specific norms that require that museums, art galleries, cinemas, etc, must be accessible and how is this implemented? 

Damjan Tatic
Costa Rica admitted that sometimes accessibility norms are not enforced and that there is a competency problem- what are the plans to remedy that situation?

Re Article 33, is there any plan to appoint the independent monitoring mechanism of the Convention?
Theresia Degener
Is there an independent mechanism in accordance with Article 33? And if so, is it included in the human rights monitoring framework?
Ana Pelaez
Law on Migration from 2009 has a discriminatory provision (Article 79) that forces people to demonstrate more income if a family member has a disability. What are the plans for modifying this? 
Re Article 23, the Family Code of Costa Rica has a discriminatory provision on parenthood (when the person cannot handle financial affairs). The Law on Adoption discriminates against persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities. What plans are in store to amend these laws?
While commending the policy on sexual and reproductive health, it is regretful that statistics on disability seems to fail to identify all persons with disabilities. What are the future plans for amending the health legislation, and the current situation on forced sterilisation. If forced sterilisation is banned, why is it still happening? 
Re accessibility, will the State take measures to ensure sign language and to ratify the Marrakesh Treaty?
Diane Mulligan
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights stated that the right to family was restricted in Costa Rica for people with disabilities. What is the progress on this?

Please provide information on accessibility in the right to health. 
What is the situation of inclusion of persons with disabilities in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by Mexico?
Edah Maina
How many persons with disabilities are deprived of liberty in psychiatric facilities? How many are institutionalised against their will. 
Re Articles 25 and 26, is there any reform pending for in relation to forced treatment in institutions?

Is legal capacity reform based on the MI Principles and other practices against the rights of persons with persons with psychosocial disabilities?
Hyung Shik Kim
Re Article 25, it is possible to see efforts to augment the access to health and rehabilitation, but services seem to be centered on institutions rather communities. There is no reference to CBR. Are there plans on CBR? How will the State reach rural and remote areas?  How are the persons with disabilities included in development plans?
Xavier Torres
The Family Code does not make difference between persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities.  Will any measures be taken in this respect?

Will the State take measures for training judges, prosecutors and staff of the judiciary? 
How does the center function for persons with mental disabilities who are in conflict with the law? 

What is the participation of persons with disabilities? 
Re Article 91 of the Constitution, please provide information .
Monthian Buntan
To what extent do persons with disabilities actively participate in public and political life? How many persons with disabilities have been elected to the Congress and other public positions?

What efforts has the State made to ensure accessibility in the political process, in particular secret voting? 
Persons with disabilities should be included as members of the structure of the new council. 

Martin Mwesigwa Babu
What is the prevalence of HIV/AIDS in persons with disabilities and how do HIV/AIDS services include them? 

Theresia Degener
Re situation in psychiatric institutions in Costa Rica- is there any national preventive mechanism? Does it include the participation of persons with disabilities?
Lotfi Ben Lallahom
Does Costa Rica have an action plan for the implementation of the Convention? How do DPOs participate?
Silvia Quan
Some questions have not been addressed. It has not been mentioned which measures have been taken for awareness-raising of the general public regarding the Convention. Nor training and awareness among employers. 
Please provide further information on psychiatric institutions. Information has been received on mistreatment of persons with disabilities, including in detention.  Is there a monitoring mechanism to prevent torture and are psychiatric facilities being visited in this framework? 
Re Article 29, will the State ensure the inclusion of persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities in the electoral list? 
There is no official appointment of the focal point and monitoring mechanism for implementing the Convention. Is there any formal decision on this and how will persons with disabilities participate?
Delegation’s Replies

Christian Guillermet-Fernández:
In the report of the national mechanism against torture, linked to the Defender of the Citizens, there are references to visits to psychiatric centers. Moreover, the Defender of the Citizens has a direction on special protection which puts particular attention on persons with disabilities. In that order, the Defender of the Citizens can play an important role in promoting the Convention in the national sphere.

The new Act on Migration from 2009 has eliminated the discriminatory aspects of the previous one, as referred by Ms Ana Pelaez. 

Francisco Rodríguez:
Tourism is one of the main sources of income for Costa Rica. Therefore, they have initiated a program on accessible tourism in the last year. It just recently started.

The Marrakesh treaty is on the agenda of the CNREE. They want to be one of the first countries to ratifying the treaty. 

Re political participation, two congress-representatives with disabilities have been elected in the last two periods. Since May 2014, it is going to be only one. In the last elections, they had 11 or 12 candidates with disabilities to the Congress. There are also many authorities with persons with disabilities at the local level, which have reinforced the agenda of disability.  Political parties are mainstreaming disability issues in their proposals.

In relation to the participation of DPOs in the CNREE, he mentioned that they are working on the reform of the institution and in supporting them to participate more. The Congress has also a mechanism for consulting organisations. They are also working on ensuring participation of persons with disabilities in rural areas. In this regard, the CNREE has started to work on community development.

Francisco Azofeifa:
Mr Azofeifa mentioned that the employment of persons with disabilities is one the biggest pending issues.  Although Law 7600 established some provisions, reasonable accommodation is not well regulated.  However, there is a system for tax exemptions for the implementation of reasonable accommodation.  In relation to plans and programs, they have a National Plan for Inclusion in Employment and the National Policiy on Disability.

In relation to access to culture and recreation, legislation is covered by general regulation on accessibility. So, there is no specific legislation, except regarding public performances. 

There is a law proposal for amending the legal vacuum in relation to accessibility sanctions.  He also informs that legislation on migration has been already amended. 

In relation to the detention center for persons with psychosocial disabilities, he explained that the Constitutional Chamber ordered the creation of the center for persons who are in conflict with the law in order to separate them from mental heath users.  

In relation to the right to vote, Mr Azofeifa stated that there is no legislation that restricts the right of persons with disabilities. He mentioned that Supreme Electoral Tribunal has established policies for the equalisation of the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including accessibility, sign language and support. 

Damaris Solano:
In relation to inclusive education of deaf children, Ms Solano informed that they have the right to use the national sign language of Costa Rica (LESCO) but there is a problem with the low number of certified interpreters. She mentioned that the idea that deaf children will benefit more if they learn to speak persists among teachers. She also mentioned that they are in the process of certifying more interpreters.

In relation to mass campaigns to inform and raise awareness about the Convention, Ms Solano admitted that the State has fallen short. They will keep trying.

She finally mentioned that they want and require better disaggregated data on persons with disabilities. There is a proposal for a national census on disability. Until now, the census has not been adequate, which explains the low number of persons with disabilities.

Closing remarks

Ambassador Manuel Dengo:
The Head of the Delegation stated that Costa Rica is strong believer in the UN system. He thanked the Committee for the open dialogue and indicated that all the remarks made by the experts will be absorbed by both the delegation and the State Party. He mentioned that this exercise has been a good opportunity for self evaluation. The delegation will wait with interest for the Committee’s recommendations which will be analysed carefully. Furthermore, Costa Rica will establish a plan for implementing them in the short term as possible taking into account resource constraints. They will continue to support the work of the CRPD Committee.

Silvia Quan 
Ms Quan extended her thanks to the delegation for their presence as well as to civil society organisations which also contributed to the dialogue.  She expressed her hope that the Committee’s recommendations will strengthen and advance compliance with the Convention in Costa Rica and that they may serve as a tool for civil society to also play its part in supporting compliance and support of the work on the Convention.   She concluded by stating that the Committee could be counted on to offer technical assistance as set out in Article 37 of the Convention. 
* This summary compilation is provided by the IDA secretariat and is not an official record of the proceedings.  The review was webcast live and archived with � HYPERLINK "http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/crpd-11-costa-rica-spanish-audio/" ��Spanish� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/crpd-11-costa-rica-international-signcosta-rican-national-sign-language-and-english-audio/" ��English audio as well as Costa Rican national sign language and international sign interpretation�.   
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