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71. There are two Government-run specialized shelters for women victims of violence, in Boui Ismail and Tlemcen, both with very limited capacity. In the absence of sufficient shelters, police and social services officials continue to direct women escaping violence to Diar Rahma institutions. These institutions accommodate a wide range of persons in need of State support, including the homeless and mentally and physically disabled persons. The Special Rapporteur praised the holistic approach adopted by the latter institutions, which provide integrated services, including medical, legal and psychological assistance, vocational training and housing support. However, she would like to remind the Government that victims of gender-based violence require that such a holistic approach be implemented in specialized settings, where there is expertise to address victims’ needs.
