Side event organised by Autistic Minority International:
Moving from autism awareness to autism acceptance, 3 April 2014 

1.45-2.45pm, Palais Wilson* 
In 2007, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2 April World Autism Awareness Day. On that day in 2013, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon wrote: "This international attention is essential to address stigma, lack of awareness and inadequate support structures. Now is the time to work for a more inclusive society, highlight the talents of affected people and ensure opportunities for them to realize their potential."
Autistic Minority International, headquartered in Geneva, is the first and only autism self-advocacy organization active at the global political level. It aims to combat bias and prejudice and advance the interests of an estimated seventy million autistics, one percent of the world's population, at and through the United Nations, World Health Organization, human rights treaty bodies, and other international organizations. Autistic Minority International is an associate member of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CoNGO).

Autistic self-advocacy is about more than disability rights. Autism is a distinct culture and identity. The very existence of autistics is in danger as long as autism, without regard to severity, continues to be viewed as something to be eradicated. Violence takes the form of behaviour modification, institutionalisation, and abusive medical and therapeutic practices, such as electric shocks.  The autistic minority also includes those who hide their condition for fear of discrimination. This is no longer tenable at a time when millions of children diagnosed with autism come of age and many more get diagnosed as adults. Autism awareness must lead to acceptance, recognition, and respect for autistics. Only autism acceptance will ensure our full and equal participation in all areas of public, economic, and social life.  Only autism acceptance will thus meet the requirements of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Speakers:

· Erich Kofmel, President, Autistic Minority International, Switzerland
· Martin Schöngarth, Speaker, Enthinderungsselbsthilfe von Autisten für Autisten (und Angehörige) - ESH, Germany (barrier-free remote participation)
· Magda Mostafa, Associate Professor, Department of Construction and Architectural Engineering, American University in Cairo, Egypt (leading expert on architecture for autism in the context of Accessibility)
To read the oral interventions of the three speakers, please click on their names above.
Several Committee members took the floor to warmly welcome the speakers’ presentations and thank them for holding this side event, the first ever on autism.  Several questions from Committee experts and civil society were posed to the speakers including: 

· How does autism relate to the CRPD- is it a unique condition or can it be linked to the list of those impairment groups listed under the CRPD? 

· With respect to universal design, is it possible to incorporate autism specific design features into the concept of universal design? 

· The phenomenon of early termination of pregnancy based on disability for Down Syndrome is more common than expected- is this phenomenon similar concerning autism?

· How do autistics relate to the group of users and survivors of psychiatry?
The event was webcast live and archived for subsequent viewing here.

* This summary compilation is provided by the IDA secretariat and is not an official record of the proceedings.  The review was webcast live and archived for subsequent viewing � HYPERLINK "http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/category/webcast-archives/" ��here�.








