Disability-analysis of Concluding Observations of

CRC Committee 54th Session  (25 May-11 June 2010)

This analysis has been made by the International Disability Alliance (IDA)

From 25th May to 11th June 2010, the CRC Committee reviewed the following States: Argentina; Belgium; Grenada; Japan; Nigeria; The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Tunisia. OPSC: Argentina; Belgium; Colombia; The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Japan and Serbia. OPAC: Argentina; Colombia; Japan; Serbia and The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.   

All Reports available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs54.htm 

I. SUMMARY

TUNISIA

CRC ratification: 1992  OPSC ratification: 2002  OPAC ratification: 2003

Has ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol.

Click here to see the references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Tunisia.

II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

TUNISIA

Concluding Observations
4.The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of:
(c) Act No. 2005-83 of August 2005 aimed at achieving equal opportunities for persons with disabilities, particularly with regard to access to education, vocational training and employment, and at protecting them from all forms of discrimination;
The Committee also welcomes the ratification by the State party of the following:

(c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 2 April 2008;

16.The Committee notes with satisfaction the major role played by the Observatory of Information, Training, Documentation and Studies on the Protection of Children’s Rights (the Observatory) since 2002 in providing a national data collection system, producing each year a national report on the state of children in Tunisia and promoting a culture of children’s rights. The Committee notes with satisfaction the steps taken by the Observatory to improve the database CHILDINFO on indicators relevant to children, to improve the accessibility of data collected and to work more closely with relevant Ministries to improve data collection. The Committee regrets, however, that the annual reports are mainly descriptive and that the availability, relevance, access and sharing of data at national, regional and local levels remains an ongoing challenge, particularly in the area of child protection.

17.The Committee recommends that the annual report on the state of children in Tunisia be used for assessing achievements and progress as well as constraints and challenges in an analytical way. It encourages the State party to continue strengthening its statistical system with the support of its partners, and to use the data collected and analysed as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention.  The Committee recommends that the State party continue to work on the development of new indicators, the collection mechanisms, the monitoring and the disaggregation of data so as to allow for targeted and relevant analysis of the situation of children in Tunisia. The State party should ensure that the information collected contains up-to-date data on children living in rural areas, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children in street situations, working children, and children victims of sexual exploitation and abuse and other children in vulnerable situations.

Children with disabilities

48.The Committee commends the State party for the adoption of the orientation law of 15 August 2005 and the subsequent review of its legal framework. The Committee notes with satisfaction that since the adoption of policies by the State party to place children with disabilities in regular schools, the number of pupils with disabilities attending regular schools increased more than fourfold. It is concerned, however, that the implementation of this policy remains too slow compared to established goals and that the integration of children with disabilities in regular schools is not accompanied with sufficient sensitivity campaigns and appropriate teacher trainings.

49.The Committee recommends that the State party:  

 (a)
Take all necessary measures to ensure the implementation of legislation providing protection and equal access to education, professional training, employment, and social and public life for children with disabilities, in a gender-sensitive manner;

(b)
Make every effort to provide appropriate inclusive programmes and services for all children with disabilities and ensure that such services receive adequate human and financial resources;

(c)
Undertake awareness programmes to sensitize the public about the rights and needs of children with disabilities and encourage their inclusion in society;

(d)
Provide training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, and medical, paramedical and related personnel; 

(e)
Ensure the participation of children with disabilities and their families in policy and programme planning, monitoring and evaluation; and 

(a) Take into consideration the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities.
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