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Bahrain
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

47. The delegation clarified that the child law is at the final stage in the legislative authority. The delegation clarified that several issues related to the integration of people with disability in the government school and reminded that Bahrain ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The government is developing an integrated strategy to those people in the society, on a full footing. The Ministry of Education in fact has accommodated all students, all pupils, boys and girls, whether they are disabled or have special needs and gave them the opportunities to participate in school and university.
65. China appreciated the constructive participation of Bahrain in UPR. China noted the series of measures taken by Bahrain to implement the recommendations from the first round of the UPR. China commended Bahrain’s attention to the rights and interests of groups such as women, children and disabled persons. It welcomes Bahrain’s endeavors to improve its capacity in the area of human rights. China made a recommendation.
II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

115. The following recommendations will be examined by Bahrain which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012.
115.38. Adopt a national policy on children with disabilities (Chile);

115.168. Review national legislation and develop awareness and training programmes in order to eliminate legal and de facto discrimination against boys and girls with disabilities and as well as with respect to those children living in the poorest areas of the country (Uruguay);
115.169. Continue taking necessary efforts and action to provide appropriate educational opportunities for persons with disabilities (Ecuador);

115.170. Continue strengthening efforts to guarantee access to adequate education for persons with disabilities (United Arab Emirates);

115.171. Efforts should continue to be perused in order to provide opportunities of adequate education for persons with disabilities (Yemen);

115.172. Provide adequate education opportunities for the persons with disabilities (Saudi Arabia);
Back to Top
Ecuador
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

11. With regard to the situation of economic, social and cultural rights, Ecuador noted that it has undertaken affirmative actions to incorporate in the public sector, persons which are part of priority groups, such as persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, Afro- Ecuadorian, Montubio people and women.
28. Information on Ecuador’s important efforts with regard to groups in situation of vulnerability and in need of priority attention was also provided. Reference was made to national efforts to combat poverty and extreme poverty, the human development bonus and credit programmes and the attention to persons with disabilities, children and the elderly.

33. Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) noted the measures taken to eliminate child labour. It congratulated Ecuador for its work in favour of the most vulnerable groups, particulary persons with disabilities. It requested Ecuador to elaborate on the solidarity mission “Manuela Espejo”. Venezuela made recommendations.
36. Brazil welcomed progress made in the field of poverty reduction and for the protection of the public social spending. It congratulated Ecuador for its policy in support of persons with disabilities. Brazil encouraged Ecuador to continue fighting against domestic violence. Brazil made a recommendation.
39. Chile noted the poverty reduction in Ecuador during the last five years. It welcomed the solidarity mission Manuela Espejo to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and asked about the background to this initiative. Chile made recommendations.

40. China appreciated the national Good-Living plan; the poverty reduction and the increase in social expending. It noted measures taken by Ecuador regarding economic social and cultural rights, and the rights of women and persons with disabilities. China called for continuing international assistance to Ecuador. China made a recommendation.
43. Costa Rica commended Ecuador for the adoption of the new Constitution establishing a normative human rights framework. It highlighted the creation of the national mechanism for the prevention of torture and efforts to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities. Costa Rica made recommendations.
45. The Democratic People's Republic of Korea welcomed initiatives to include human rights programmes and training the strategic plan for the modernization of the police forces. It recognized that Ecuador’s Constitution stipulates attention to persons with disabilities. Korea made recommendations.

63. Guatemala recognized steps made to reduce poverty, unemployment and malnutrition. Guatemala praised Ecuador for its programmes for persons with disabilities, an assistance programme on which it had a bilateral cooperation agreement with Ecuador. Guatemala thanked Ecuador for sharing good practices in this area. Guatemala further asked how the principle of universal citizenship was defined.

115. Belarus noted the measures adopted to improve the legal basis and the necessity of ensuring the social rights for its citizens and to encourage cultural diversity. It welcomed policies guaranteeing social protection for vulnerable groups and persons with disabilities as well as combating trafficking in persons. Belarus made a recommendation.

120. Australia commended Ecuador on advancements under its new Constitution, achievements in the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and refugee policies. It welcomed the continued strengthening of the Public Defender’s Office. It looked forward to further efforts to ensure press freedoms. Australia made recommendations.

123. Bahrain paid tribute to Ecuador for its programmes to protect human rights, including the right to development, with a view to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. It further commended efforts to promote access to education and health care for all, gender equality and non-discrimination and the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.
124. Bangladesh appreciated Ecuador’s efforts to guarantee economic, social and cultural, as well as civil and political rights for its people. Bangladesh commended progress in the areas of education, health, housing and poverty reduction. It noted efforts for the protection of mother earth and for according priority to persons with disabilities, the elderly and migrants.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

135. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Ecuador which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:
135.50. Continue efforts to fight poverty and consider including in the programmes persons with disabilities (Argentina);
135.56. Continue to work on the implementation of policies that guarantee respect of the rights of persons with disabilities (Venezuela); Keep on efforts, both on legal and procedural grounds, to ensure full respect and protection for the rights of persons with disabilities, including access to education and providing resources in that regard (Egypt);
III. Voluntary pledges and commitments

138. The Ecuadorian State assumes the following voluntary commitments:
(c) Share the Ecuadorian experience and provide assistance to interested countries on its programs in the field of inclusion of persons with disabilities.

Back to Top
Tunisia
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
45. Yemen wanted to know measures intended to be taken to strengthen the partnership between the Government and the society for the benefit of persons with disabilities. It made a recommendation.
59. China appreciated Tunisia’s implementation of the accepted recommendations from the first UPR and efforts made to promote and protect human rights. China welcomed Tunisia’s ratification of the convention of the rights for persons with disabilities and the submission of reports to the CRC and CEDAW committees. China acknowledged Tunisia’s progress on combating unemployment and poverty. China made recommendations
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
114. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Tunisia:
114.12. Enact legislative provisions prohibiting discrimination against women and persons with disabilities (Mexico);
114.23. Make efforts to strengthen the rights of persons with disabilities (Senegal);
114.24. Study the possibility to establish new measures to strengthen respect for the rights of persons with disabilities and fight against the discrimination with which they are faced (Argentina); eradicate all forms of discrimination against people with disabilities and encourage their full integration in society (Djibouti - 2); Guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities and aim to integrate them in development programmes to ensure their effective participation in society (Iraq);

114.25. Adopt and implement appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls, have access to an inclusive education system, and that they can participate effectively and fully in political and public life on an equal basis with others (Portugal);

114.26. Promote community awareness and enact laws to curb violence against people with disabilities and special needs (Yemen);

114.77. Engage in an all-inclusive and participatory reform process and ensure that all sections of the population, including women, persons with disabilities, minority and indigenous groups and civil society organisations are brought on board (Ghana);
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Morocco
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
8. Morocco has attached special importance to the implementation of the recommendations made during its first review and responded to all those which were accepted. It ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the First and Second Additional Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

24. Regarding women’s rights, Morocco has taken several measures to promote gender equality. It has combated gender-based violence and gender has been taken into account in public budgets, access to public services and facilities, and participation in the management of public affairs. In the field of group rights, several measures have been taken to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, children, migrants and refugees.

33. Togo noted that, since the first UPR cycle, Morocco has ratified several international instruments including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and the OPCAT. It noted that Morocco has also lifted its reservations on CEDAW.

45. Zimbabwe noted progress made in promoting and protecting the human rights of women, children, persons with disabilities and migrants. It also noted the national priorities, initiatives and commitments made by Morocco to advance human rights in line with its Constitution. Zimbabwe made recommendations.

50. Bahrain commended efforts to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and requested further information on how Morocco intended to meet their needs, particularly with regard to access to employment. Bahrain made a recommendation.
84. Hungary inquired about the measures envisaged in the National Action Plan to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. Hungary welcomed the de facto moratorium on death penalty since 1993 but remained concerned that detainees were still on death row and death sentences continued to be imposed. Hungary made recommendations.

98. The Maldives welcomed Morocco’s great step forward with the adoption of a new constitution dedicated to democratic principles. It praised Morocco for its commitment towards vulnerable groups such as women, children and persons with disabilities. The Maldives made recommendations.

104. Mozambique commended Morocco for the ratification of Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, its Optional Protocols and the Protocol to Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons. It encourages Morocco to develop legislative measures on the right to refugees.
126. On parity, the strategy for institutionalizing equality is among the best practices. The strategy on human rights education is implemented. Measures are being introduced to overcome difficulties in education, such as school dropout. Progress has been made concerning combating illiteracy, including among women. Integrated classes have been established, programmes for disabled children have been drawn up, and strategies have been crafted for better incorporation of these children in the educational system.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

129. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue, listed below have been examined by Morocco and enjoy the support of Morocco:

129.41. Continue to give high priority to the promotion of women, children, persons with disabilities and migrants rights (Zimbabwe);
129.42. Continue fighting discrimination against persons with disabilities (Argentina);

129.103. Intensify efforts made to achieve further progress in enhancing economic, social and cultural rights, especially the rights of women, children, and disabled (Egypt);
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Indonesia
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
51. Viet Nam expressed appreciation for the Government’s continued commitment to protecting human rights. It noted achievements in ensuring access to education for all and efforts concerning the protection and promotion of the rights of vulnerable groups such as a women, children, persons with disabilities and migrant workers. Viet Nam made recommendations.

67. China expressed appreciation for action taken including human rights education and training, promotion of gender equality, the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities. The international community should understand Indonesia’s specific situation and provide constructive assistance. China supported Indonesia’s efforts to further promote its economic and social development in a comprehensive manner and the harmonious coexistence of different ethnic groups.

68. Cuba welcomed progress made in the areas of education, health, reduction of maternal mortality as well as the rights of women and children, noting particularly the existence of programmes to promote the welfare of children. It praised the efforts undertaken to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. Cuba made recommendations.

70. Ecuador highlighted the work in the defence of human rights carried out through various institutions. It welcomed the process of revision of the Penal Code and the measures taken to promote and protect freedom of religion, to eliminate violence against women as well as to protect children, persons with disabilities and migrant workers. It made recommendations.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
108. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Indonesia:

108.134. Continue implementing programmes and measures for the rights of persons with disabilities (Cuba);
108.135. Study the possibility to establish new measures to eliminate all discriminatory treatment against women with disabilities (Argentina);

108.136. Strengthen access for persons with disabilities in all areas, particularly their political participation such as voting (Thailand);

Back to Top
Finland
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
8. The delegation continued its introductory statement by responding to advance written questions. On non-discrimination, the delegation highlighted that the equality legislation has been under reform to strengthen it in respect to the various discrimination grounds, such as sexual orientation and disability. The renewed legislation should enter into force before the next Parliamentary elections in 2015. A new Disability Policy Programme for the years 2010–2015 contains 122 concrete measures. Furthermore, the Government was finalizing a cross-sectoral action plan for gender equality.
12. The Government planned to adopt a resolution on dismantling institutional care for persons with intellectual disabilities till 2020. A national goal was set to reduce the number of persons with intellectual disabilities living in institutions. A service and transfer plan was drawn up for all persons with disabilities who move away from residential care or their childhood home. Persons with intellectual disabilities will live in ordinary apartments either on their own or in small groups. To ensure that there is enough affordable housing for the intellectually disabled moving from the institutional care the Government is financing the construction of housing for the disabled persons and offering them individual services and support.

27. Norway praised Finland’s efforts in addressing issues of persons with disabilities. Noting the National Action Plan to prevent violence against women, Norway referred to the high level of domestic violence. Norway expressed concern at the overcrowding in the immigration detention facility. Norway made recommendations.

28. Palestine welcomed Finland’s efforts to ensure the promotion and protection of fundamental freedoms and human rights for all irrespective of gender, age, origin, language, religion, beliefs, opinions, health or disability. It welcomed the signing by Finland of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, which was the first European Convention on women’s rights to establish a comprehensive legal framework. Palestine made recommendations.

56. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland encouraged Finland to ensure effective implementation of the National Action Plan of 2010, especially with regard to women’s rights. It welcomed Finland’s commitment to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and stressed the importance of this ratification. It referred to the creation of a National Human Rights Institution. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland encouraged Finland to continue protecting the rights of the Roma minority domestically. It made recommendations.
66. China commended Finland’s achievement in gender equality and the rights of persons with disabilities, and its policy regarding the rights of minorities, migrants and other vulnerable groups. It inquired about the experiences of Finland in eliminating hate speech and racism. China made recommendations.
79. Guatemala welcomed Finland’s programme and policy aimed at the rights of women, children, ethnic and linguistic minorities, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, persons with HIV and sexual and gender minorities. Guatemala also congratulated Finland for the ratification of various international instruments and requested information about the steps taken to ratify the ILO Convention no. 169. It praised Finland’s efforts to protect the rights of migrants. Guatemala also requested further information on legislation and practices in the area of migration. Guatemala expressed concern over reported high level domestic violence and encouraged Finland to continue its efforts to protect women and children.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

89. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Finland and enjoy the support of Finland:
89.1. Advance its efforts to ratify CRPD (Namibia) / Actively consider ratifying CRPD (China) / Ratify and implement the CRPD, with active involvement of representatives of persons with disabilities (Slovenia) / Expedite the on-going internal proceedings and ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol enabling individual complaints (Portugal);
89.16. Take effective legal and practical measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against women and children, in particular women and children with disabilities, immigrant and refugee women and children, and women and children from ethnic and religious minorities, especially Muslims and Roma (Iran);

89.26. Pursue appropriate, efficient policies to eliminate the social exclusion of the most vulnerable groups, in particular mentally disabled children, immigrant and refugee children and children from ethnic minorities at schools (Slovakia);

90.23. Establish a holistic legal and policy framework to guarantee the equal right of children with disabilities to access good-quality health-care services, public buildings and transportation (Iran);
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India
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
14. The last four years had seen tremendous strides in focusing on groups needing special attention including children, women, disabled, elderly, minorities, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
50. Uzbekistan noted the positive results achievements in the areas of the protection of women and children’s rights as well as the disabled persons. It highlighted the work done for free and compulsory education of children but hoped that more could be done in the area of illiteracy.
56. Australia noted that despite India’s early ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, disabled children remain the least educated. It expressed regret that India has not ratified the CAT and was particularly concerned about the pending Draft Prevention of Torture Bill. It made recommendations.
79. The norms of The Right to Education Act and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan ensured inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream education. It made education accessible, ensured physical mapping, educational placement, provision of aids and appliances, training of teachers etc. Of the 3 million children identified, 2.6 million had been enrolled, 20,000 teachers and 24,000 voluntary supporters appointed, 751,000 schools made barrier free.

92. Ghana urged India to expedite the drawing of new legislation to replace the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995, and echoed the concern of UNHCR about the lack of a national refugee protection framework. Ghana made recommendations.
113. Mozambique stated that India’s commitment to human rights was visible in its many achievements and holistic approach, particularly in the fields of gender equality, the rights of children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, and the rights to health and education.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

138. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by India who will provide its responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012. These responses will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 21st session.
138.164. Ensure universal, compulsory and free education, carrying out on a priority basis measures aimed at eradicating discrimination, particularly discrimination that affects girls, marginal groups and persons with disabilities (Mexico);
138.166. Prioritise efforts to ensure that children with disabilities are afforded the same right to education as all children (Australia);

138.167. Ensure better protection for persons with disabilities and the elderly (Senegal);
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Brazil
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
12. Turning to the sphere of respect for diversity and combat of stigma, Minister Nunes pointed out that Brazil has a vast array of measures covering gender equality, LGBT rights, elimination of racism, religious freedom, protection of human rights defenders, rights of indigenous communities and Roma people, access to justice, dignity of persons deprived of liberty, rights of migrants, the protection of children, older persons and persons with disabilities.
19. Mexico acknowledged the importance Brazil bestowed to the 1st cycle’s recommendations, in particular the adoption of a law on freedom of information. It asked on measures taken to improve the living condition of persons with disabilities and to socially integrate the elderly. Mexico made recommendations.
21. Mozambique praised Brazil’s legal improvements in the areas of women and children rights, persons with disabilities, rights of minorities and indigenous peoples, inter alia. It recognized the Government’s efforts to eliminate slave labour and child work as well as to prevent violence against women. Mozambique made a recommendation.
28. Palestine noted that Brazil joined most international Conventions and issued a standing invitation to Special Procedures. It appreciated Brazil’s efforts to reduce poverty and ensure social equality, noting it had integrated its social policies in developmental strategies. It valued Brazil’s policies to confront violence against women and measures in favour of people with disabilities. It made recommendations.
37. Saudi Arabia commended efforts to promote human rights, particularly to protect the family and society. It appreciated in particular efforts to help the homeless, early childhood services and programs in favour of the elderly and persons with disabilities. Saudi Arabia made recommendations.

66. Argentina welcomed the progress made in the participation of persons with disabilities and urged Brazil to pursue its efforts to establish new measures to eliminate any discrimination against women with disabilities. It made recommendations.

67. Australia commended Brazil for the positive steps in addressing extreme poverty and establishing plans for people with disabilities. It also welcomed the creation of the Truth Commission. However, it was concerned by the violence against human rights defenders. Australia made recommendations.
77. Colombia commended Brazil for its plan for the rights of people with disabilities, the success of its ‘Brazil without Poverty’ plan and its combat of all forms of discrimination. It welcomed the 2010 creation of the national LGBT council and its commitment to the MDGs. It made recommendations.
83. Ecuador commended Brazil’s achievements on discrimination, equal opportunities, poverty reduction, and effective inclusion of the disabled. It also highlighted the participation of women in political life. Ecuador made recommendations.
99. Hungary commended Brazil on fulfilling nearly all MDG’s, the reduction of poverty and social inequality and the promotion of the autonomy of persons with disabilities. While welcoming efforts to improve prison conditions, it noted that some prisons face overcrowding and do not meet adequate medical care standards. Hungary noted that a lack of concerted approach has delayed improvements in combating various forms of sexual exploitation. Hungary made recommendations.
103. Iraq welcomed Brazil’s accession to most international conventions and its open invitation to mandate holders. Iraq paid tribute to Brazil’s development policy and its various national human rights plans particularly, on the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. Iraq made recommendations.
112. Following up on her intervention, Minister Nunes brought forward President Rousseff’s personal commitment with the Plan of Action “Living without Limit”. The Plan is inspired by the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, which has constitutional status in Brazil. As she explained, the Plan’s budget is 3.25 billion dollars and it includes actions on health, work and social inclusion. A public presentation of the plan’s results is carried out every six months.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

119. The following recommendations will be examined by Brazil which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012.
119.32. Continue in its effort to eliminate extreme poverty and include in its social policies those who are most vulnerable, especially women, children, afrodescendants, indigenous peoples, the elderly and persons with disabilities (Ecuador);

119.34. Continue with the proper implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, particularly in regard to the exercise of their political rights (Mexico);

119.35. Formulate programmes for the effective implementation of National Plan on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Nepal);

119.36. Continue its efforts to implement the national plan for the human rights of persons with disabilities and exert further efforts to eliminate discrimination against them and integrate them into society (Palestine);

119.37. Ensure an effective non-discrimination for persons with disabilities as well as recognition of all persons with disabilities as persons before the law (Slovakia);

119.38. Ensure that people with disabilities in situations of abandonment or without family support are able to live in the community in a non-segregated way, providing for their access to services such as health, education or social security (Slovakia);

119.39. Adopt legislation to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Spain);

119.40. Adopt measures and safeguards to ensure the exercise, in conditions of equality, of the legal capacity and recognition before the law of persons with disabilities (Costa Rica);
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United Kingdom
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
15. Regarding its commitment to end child poverty, the United Kingdom Government had published its first ever child poverty strategy which set out action to tackle the complex causes of poverty, including unemployment and welfare dependency, family breakdown, low educational achievement, poor health and disability and financial insecurity. The Devolved Administrations had their own strategies which complement each other.
25. Slovakia congratulated the United Kingdom on the adoption of Equality Act in 2010 and the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009 and the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings in 2008. Slovakia made three recommendations.
36. The United States of America welcomed recent steps taken to reform the defamation law in England and Wales. It expressed concern about inconsistencies in differing trafficking laws in the devolved authorities of Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland. It applauded the creation of the Hate Crime Action Plan and expected agencies to work together to address violence against women, immigrants, religious minorities, the disabled and children. It made recommendations.
39. Viet Nam voiced concern regarding the impact of current austerity measures imposed by the United Kingdom Government, which will unfairly affect vulnerable groups such as women, children, the impoverished, disabled and migrants. Viet Nam made recommendations.

64. Cuba was concerned that the national report did not contain enough information on the protection and promotion of economic, social and cultural rights, and stated that such basic rights had been affected by public cuts. Cuba added that children, persons with disabilities, women, migrants, minorities and indigenous populations were marginalised and disadvantaged on a daily basis. Cuba made recommendations.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

110. The following recommendations will be examined by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland which will provide responses in due time, but no  later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012. The response of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 21st session in September 2012.

110.30. Consider the effect and continued relevance of its remaining reservations to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and consider the possibility of withdrawing them (New Zealand);

110.31. Withdraw reservations made upon the ratification of the CRPD (Hungary);

110.91. Strengthen data collection and maintain disaggregated data to better understand the scale and severity of hate crimes towards women, immigrants, religious minorities, persons with disabilities, and children (United States);
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Philippines
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
14.
Since its UPR in 2008, the Philippines has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and Protocol 1 Additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. The Philippines is the first country in Southeast Asia to ratify the 1954 Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons.  The Philippines is now a State Party to eight core international human rights treaties.
28.
Pursuant to its Magna Carta for Persons with Disabilities, the Philippines recognizes and upholds the rights of persons with disabilities, including their right to participate in political and public life.
38.
Slovakia acknowledged the Philippines’ ratification of CRPD, the Rome Statute and the 1954 Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons.  Slovakia recognized the Philippines work with ASEAN and its declared commitment to involve the civil society in the follow up to the review. Slovakia made recommendations.
46.
Timor-Leste recognized the Philippines’ commitment to human rights and its adoption of CRPD, OP-CAT, the Rome Statute, the Anti-Torture Law and the Magna Carta of Women. It commended the Philippines’ targeted anti-poverty programmes and encouraged their continuation to protect the most vulnerable and disadvantaged from the current economic and financial crisis. … It made a recommendation.

61.
Bangladesh welcomed the Philippines’ ratification of CRPD, the Rome Statute, the enactment of the Magna Carta of Women, the Pantawid Pamilya programme and efforts made to combat poverty. … Bangladesh made recommendations.

76.
Hungary commended the Government for its programmes aimed at reducing the extrajudicial killings and forced disappearances in the Philippines. While welcoming initiatives taken, Hungary asked about the efforts made to improve the right to education, especially for children with disabilities and children working or living on the street. Hungary made recommendations.
110.
Mexico hoped that the full implementation of the Rome Statute would be carried out as soon as possible. It also asked about the measures taken to ensure the participation of persons with disabilities in the development and implementation of the policies and programmes related to their interests. Mexico made recommendations.
122.
Undersecretary Bala stated that to address issues on persons with disabilities, the Philippines enacted a Magna Carta for Persons with Disabilities – a comprehensive law providing for the enjoyment of basic rights and privileges of persons with disabilities (PWDs).

123.
PWDs in the Philippines enjoy 20% discounts in the purchase of medicines and food, for hospitalization, transportation, entertainment and in lodging establishments, and 5% discount on purchases of basic and prime commodities.

124.
The Philippines has laid down policies and mechanisms for PWDs in exercising their right to vote by establishing satellite registration sites for PWDSs and provision of assistance during elections.

125.
In the Philippines, PWDs are actively engaged in policy and decision making at the national and sub-national levels through the National Council on Disability Affairs, and in the 17 Regional Committees on Disability Affairs, and as one of the 14 basic sectors under the National Anti-Poverty Council. Persons with Disability Affairs offices have also been established in 259 local government units, while 617 have designated focal persons and 214 organized committees.

126.
The Philippines is promoting a non-handicapping environment, which aims to promote physical accessibility and social accessibility. The Philippines has formed a Task Force on Accessibility that ensures mobility in public transportation and regularly conducts accessibility audits in public and private buildings.
II.
 Conclusions and/or recommendations
129.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of the Philippines:

129.11. Intensify its efforts to protect the rights of other vulnerable groups, especially persons with disability, minorities and indigenous peoples so as to allow them equal access to social, educational, health and other services (Thailand); ... Study the possibility to develop new measures so that programs to combat poverty include vulnerable people such as seniors and people with disabilities (Argentina);
130.
The following recommendations enjoy the support of the Philippines which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation”:
130.6.
Adopt inclusive legislation for people with disabilities (Spain);
131.
The following recommendations will be examined by the Philippines which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012:
131.2.   Ratify CED, OP-CRPD (Spain);
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Algeria 
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
40.
Slovakia acknowledged Algeria’s ratification of the CRPD and the lifting of the state of emergency in 2011... Slovakia made recommendations.
67.
Uzbekistan welcomed positive steps by Algeria to develop human rights in the educational, health and social security system, the media and in the area of women’s rights. It underlined Algeria’s good cooperation with OHCHR. It asked what measures had been adopted to achieve further progress in the development of inclusive education for persons with disabilities.
96.
Congo welcomed the lifting of the state of emergency; death penalty moratorium; decriminalization of press offenses; and laws regarding the establishment of political parties and associations. It noted achievements in fighting against poverty, supporting persons with disabilities and improving public health services….
101.
Djibouti welcomed Algeria’s achievements to strengthen human rights, particularly the adoption of legislative provisions devoted to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities. It made recommendations.
106.
Ghana commended the legislative reforms to advance the rights of women and children. It noted Algeria‘s accession to CRPD but noted with concern that persons with disabilities face many obstacles. It urged to improve their situation, particularly its accessibility and representation in national bodies.
126.
S’agissant des personnes handicapées, le Ministre a fait savoir que cette catégorie fait partie de la politique de gouvernance du pays et qu’elle bénéficie d’une attention particulière. Il a, à ce titre, annoncé le lancement d’une enquête nationale sur les handicapés et leurs besoins et parmi les mesures les plus récentes celle soumettant toute nouvelle construction à la satisfaction des normes d’accessibilité. Il a ajouté que ce même plan quinquennal prévoit la création de 70 établissements de santé spécialisés.
II.
 Conclusions and/or recommendations
129.
The following recommendations will be examined by Algeria which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012.
129.10. Consider taking measures to implement CRPD, including harmonizing domestic legislation with the Convention and promoting public policies to guarantee that persons with disabilities enjoy all their rights on equal conditions (Costa Rica);
129.56. Intensify efforts aimed at realizing further progress in the process of strengthening economic, social and cultural rights, and in particular the rights of children and persons with disabilities (Egypt);
129.75. Continue its efforts to provide appropriate education opportunities to persons with disabilities (Ecuador) taking into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities, either in education or on health (Saudi Arabia);
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Poland
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
6. The delegation noted that over the last four years, Poland had made progress on the way towards adopting further international human rights instruments.  The process of ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was well advanced and it will be finished by the end of 2012. …
8. Within Poland's human rights agenda, the rights of members of the most vulnerable groups, including women, children and persons with disabilities, had been given the most attention.
11. Regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, legal regulations that enable their full participation in public and social life, including in democratic processes, were passed.
14. On the question made by the United Kingdom regarding activities to promote equality and inclusion of members of underprivileged groups, including persons with disabilities and LGBT community, Poland had been preparing a National Action Plan for Equal Treatment for the years 2012–2017, which includes measures to counteract intolerance. Since 2011, a project to counteract discrimination on all grounds at all levels of the government administration, and which includes training to public servants and public campaigns had been implemented. Poland had been preparing a series of trainings for media representatives, co-financed by the European Union… 
25. Mexico recognised Poland’s legislative progress which inter alia related to a better definition of torture, freedom of expression and domestic violence. It also recognised the efforts in relation to the rights of persons with disabilities, the broadening of the scope of human trafficking and the increased protection for children against sexual violence. Mexico made recommendations.
29. Peru stated that Poland had made significant progress in human rights, which was evident by the adoption of measures for persons with disabilities, policies in the labour market, on gender equality, and those providing for greater participation of women in public life and in politics. Peru made recommendations.
34. Russian Federation expressed concern at the continued increase of xenophobic and racist attitudes, discrimination against religious and ethnic minorities, women, persons with disabilities, migrants and about the persistent problems relating to the judiciary and penitentiary systems.  Russian Federation made recommendations.
41.
Ukraine welcomed Poland’s achievements in ensuring human rights of vulnerable groups such as women, children, elderly people, persons with disabilities and national minorities including Ukrainians. It commended Poland for its activities to counter discrimination based on racial, national or ethnic reasons.
42.
The United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed the Act of 3rd December 2010 Implementing Certain European Provisions on Equal Treatment. It inquired about the implementation of the principle of equal treatment by the authorities and about the progress with respect to the ratification of CRPD. …. It made recommendations.

53.
With regard to the status of the process of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, an issue raised by several delegations, the draft law was being considered by the Parliament and there was a large support in favour of its adoption. Poland had to analyze the situation before considering ratification of the Convention and had taken legal measures to amend relevant national legislation in areas such as education of children, employment, access to labour market, mobility, etc.  Poland also held information campaigns to promote the employment of persons with disabilities.
65.
Chile commended Poland for measures taken to shorten legal proceedings length, the improvement of prison conditions, and for approving the law for the care of children under the age of 3.  It valued the law on sign language, the rules for people with disabilities and its intention to ratify the Convention on rights of people with disabilities. It made recommendations.
66.
China welcomed the positive measures adopted by Poland to promote employment and rights of women and children, and to combat domestic violence. … It asked about specific measures Poland had taken to promote the employment of persons with disabilities and youth. China made a recommendation.
70.
France asked what specific measures Poland intended to adopt to address the issue of the refusal of some doctors to carry out abortions even when there were legal grounds for doing so and whether it would extend the scope of grounds for abortion. It asked why Poland had not ratified the CRPD and the ICCPR-OP 2. France made recommendations.

76.
Indonesia welcomed the introduction of a new curriculum for children and young people with special educational needs, focusing on the need to support social skills and on the rights of persons with disabilities. … Indonesia made recommendations.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
90.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Poland who will provide its responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012. These responses will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 21st session.
90.2.
Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Spain);
90.7.
Swiftly finalize the ratification of CRPD and its Optional Protocol (Estonia);
90.16. Make efforts for early ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (The Republic of Korea);
90.17. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Slovakia);
90.18. Consider new measures to increase respect for the rights of persons 


with disabilities and continue to strengthen its efforts to ratify the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Argentina);
90.19. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Austria);
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I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
53. The Russian Federation expressed concern that the NHRI is not accessible to inhabitants of the overseas territories where many suffer from low standards of living and ill-developed health system. The Russian Federation voiced concern over the increase of xenophobic and racist views, the discriminatory situation of religious, national and ethnic minorities, women, the persons with disabilities and migrants, the situation in the judiciary and prison systems, the stiffening of immigration policy and the conditions in which asylum seekers are kept. …The Russian Federation made recommendations.

24.
Germany commended the Netherlands’ implementation of a significant number of recommendations from the first UPR, its combat on human trafficking, particularly through the renewal of the mandate of the Task Force on Human Trafficking and approval of its 2011-2014 action plan. …. Germany asked about the parliamentary process to ratify the CRPD, and when the National Institute for Human Rights would be operational.
34.
Mozambique commended the Netherlands on its many initiatives undertaken to promote human rights, particularly efforts to reduce human trafficking and the establishment of an NHRI in accordance with the Paris Principles. Mozambique welcomed the ratification of the CED, OPCAT and OP-CRC-AC and was encouraged by the announcement of pending approval of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. ...
40.
Minister Spies expressed appreciation for the interventions noting the progress made in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. She reiterated that the Netherlands is currently evaluating the consequences of the ratification of the CRPD. The preparations before the approval are lengthy, due to the large scope of the Convention. The draft act will be submitted before the summer 2012. Therefore the question on signing and ratifying its Optional Protocol is premature.
43.
Regarding non-discrimination, its ban is enshrined in article 1 of the Constitution. The Netherlands is highly committed to combat discrimination and racism. It rejects any form of discrimination, be it on the grounds of race, descent, religion, belief, gender, sexual orientation, handicap or any other ground. Discrimination is at odds with citizenship and impedes them from taking part in their community. The Minister stated the Dutch government does not pursue specific policies targeting specific types of discrimination. She referred to bodies to prevent and combat discrimination, like the antidiscrimination bureaus, the Equal Treatment Commission and the police, which are accessible to everyone. In addition, in 2010 a National Action Plan to Combat Discrimination was enacted. In 2011, further measures were put in place to combat discrimination, including school programmes.

54.
Slovakia welcomed in particular the establishment of a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles, the Children’s Ombudsman and the introduction of the Municipal Anti-Discrimination Services. It also commended the Netherlands’ ratification of the ICCPED, OP-CRC and progress towards ratification of OP-CRPD. …Slovakia made recommendations.
85.
Canada asked for information on when the Netherlands plans to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. Canada made a recommendation.
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
98. The following recommendations will be examined by the Netherlands which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012.
98.3.
Study the possibility of ratifying the ICRMW and continue with its efforts to achieve the ratification of the CRPD (Argentina);
98.5.
Proceed swiftly with the ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol (Estonia);
98.6.
Ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol (France, Australia);
98.7.
Consider ratifying the OP-CRPD (Morocco);
98.8.
Ratify the OP-CRPD (Islamic Republic of Iran);
98.9.
Ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol, as well as the OP-CESCR (Spain);
98.10. Adopt the necessary measures with a view to ratifying the CRPD and 
        its Optional Protocol (Chile);
98.11. Study the possibility of ratifying the CRPD (Costa Rica);

98.62. Take appropriate measures in combating discrimination and 

 marginalization against vulnerable groups, particularly migrants, 
 minorities, women, children and persons with disabilities (Viet Nam);
98.102. Strengthen efforts to promote access of persons with disabilities to 


education and labour market, their legislative protection, in particular 

through speeding up approval by the Parliament of the CRPD (Ukraine);
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18. Furthermore, Government provides social grants to more than 15 million people, approximately 30% of the population, mainly vulnerable groups such as children, persons above the age of 60 and people with disabilities.  …
22. South Africa has prioritised the issues of gender equality and the advancement of the rights of women, the promotion and protection of the rights of the child and people with disabilities. Government has established, in 2009, a fully-fledged Department for Women, Children and People with Disabilities (DWCPD) with the core mandate of advocacy for mainstreaming and monitoring of government’s policies and programmes with respect to these targeted groups. 
47. Mauritania welcomed the strengthening of the legislative framework and reforms to overcome poverty and social inequalities.  It appreciated the creation of the Department for Women, Children and People with Disabilities. …
88. Argentina welcomed the creation of the Department for Women, Children and People with Disabilities. …
93. Botswana noted with satisfaction progress made in development, social cohesion and national reconciliation as well as in addressing human rights issues. It praised the formulation and implementation of the Medium Strategic Framework and noted initiatives in the areas of gender, child protection, and disabilities.
94. Brazil praised the Government for combating poverty and social inequalities as well as establishing a new Department on Women, Children and People with Disabilities…..  It made recommendations.
100.
China commended endeavours to safeguard the rights of women, children persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and veterans.   It highlighted achievements in education and the promotion and initiation of a national insurance scheme.  … It made a recommendation. 
113.
Ghana congratulated the Government on achievements inter alia in the areas of health and education, land reform, social security and job creation. It welcomed the establishment of the Department of Women, Children and People with Disabilities, and the Departments for Basic Education and Higher Education and Training….
II.
 Conclusions and/or recommendations
125. The following recommendations will be examined by country South Africa which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 21st session of the Human Rights Council in September 2012. The response of South Africa to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 21st session in September 2012:
125.26. Provide the Ministry and Department of Women, Children and People with Disabilities with the necessary powers to continue promoting the participation and contribution of these vulnerable groups to the development of the country (Chile);
125.27. That the newly established Department of Women, Children and People with Disabilities be empowered to coordinate actions amongst various Government agencies to address the issue of gender-based violence (Timor-Leste);
125.28. Establish without delay an independent national monitoring mechanism, in line with article 33 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (New Zealand);
125.111. Strengthen its development policies in rural areas, with special emphasis on the access of children and persons with disabilities to services (Chile);
125.112. Create a favourable environment for the effective enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities (Djibouti);
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