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Suggestions for recommendations relevant to 
the rights of persons with disabilities

10th UPR Working Group session (24 January - 4 February 2011)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the Compilation of UN information and Summary of stakeholders´ information prepared for this session. 
IDA would welcome States to take these suggestions into account when preparing the 10th UPR working group session.

States under review: Australia, Austria, Estonia, Georgia, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Niger, Oman, Paraguay, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and São Tomé and Principe 
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Australia

Party to both the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP).

The UN compilation report notes the declaration that Australia made to the CRPD. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, JS1 notes, regarding the constitutional and legislative framework, namely that there was a lack of integration of children’s rights in Australian law. JS1 recommended the enactment of stronger legislative protections for groups such as disabled children. Regarding policy measures, AHRC recommended that the National Disability Strategy be integrated with the National Action Plan on Human Rights, and include benchmarks, timelines and monitoring processes.

Both the compilation report and summary of stakeholders’ information refer to the rights of persons with disabilities regarding the right to equality and nondiscrimination. First, in the UN compilation report, CEDAW expressed concern on underrepresentation of women with disabilities in decisionmaking bodies, in political and public life and persistent inequality of access to education, employment and health, and recommended that Australia use fully the Sex Discrimination Act and consider the adoption of temporary special measures. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, AHRC noted that people with disability and their families did not enjoy all human rights in Australia. There were particular concerns regarding adequacy of care for people with mental health problems, availability of supported accommodation for adults with disabilities and support for disability carers. JS1 recommended that Australia should close all residential care institutions that congregate, segregate and isolate people with disability. 
Both reports also mention disability under the rights to life, liberty and security of the person. In the UN compilation report, the Human Rights Committee expressed concern at excessive force against persons with disabilities and that investigations of allegations of police misconduct were carried by the police itself. Concern was expressed by one or more treaty body regarding overrepresentation of children with mental illness and/or intellectual disabilities in the juvenile justice system. Overrepresentation of children and adults with disability in the criminal justice system was also mentioned in the summary of stakeholders’ information, under the heading of administration of justice and the rule of law, and JSI recommended the development of a comprehensive national framework to address this.
Both reports point to the problem of violence against women with disabilities. In the UN compilation report, CEDAW recommended that Australia address violence and abuse experienced by women with disabilities living in institutions or supported accommodation. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, JS1 noted that violence against women remained a major issue, particularly for women with disabilities among others. JS1 also noted that children with disability continued to experience high levels of abuse, neglect and exploitation. AHRC called for increased attention to the prevalence of violence, bullying and harassment, particularly in relation to people with disability, among others.
Both the UN compilation report and the summary of stakeholders’ information refer to the right to privacy, marriage and family life and non-therapeutic sterilisation regarding persons with disabilities. In the UN compilation report, CRC and CEDAW made recommendations to address their concern that nontherapeutic sterilizations of women and girls with disabilities continued in some states of Australia. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, JSI recommended that Australia enact national legislation prohibiting the use of non-therapeutic sterilisation of children, regardless of whether they have a disability, and of adults with disability in the absence of their fully informed and free consent.

In the UN compilation report, regarding the right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work, CESCR recommended that special programmes and measures be designed to address the significant barriers to the enjoyment of the right to work faced by people with disabilities, among others, including to protect them from exploitation. 
Both the UN compilation report and the summary of stakeholders’ information mention disability in the context of migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers. In the UN compilation report, CESCR expressed concern about negative immigration decisions based on disability and health conditions and their particular impact on the families of asylum seekers. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, AI stated that Australia’s migration laws permitted discrimination on the basis of disability by providing for strict health criteria in order to meet the visa requirements, and JS1 recommended that Australia amend the Migration Act to ensure the application of the Disability Discrimination Act.
Regarding the freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life, in the summary of stakeholders’ information, JS1 recommended that Australia should systematically improve voting procedures to ensure that all people with disability were able to exercise their right to vote freely and independently.
National report paras 22, 24, 48-49, 77-83, 103, 124
Compilation of UN information paras 19, 22, 23, 24, 30, 34, 47
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 7, 13, 21, 28, 29, 30, 34, 39, 41, 60, 68
AI - Amnesty International
JS1 - Joint Submission 1
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Australia should withdraw its declaration to the CRPD and conduct a thorough, critical review of domestic laws and policies to ensure their compatibility with the CRPD. 

2. Systematically improve voting procedures to ensure that all people with disability are able to exercise their right to vote freely and independently. 

3. Include women with disabilities and their representative organizations in planning and implementation of measures to eliminate violence against women, including the violence of non-therapeutic sterilisation of persons with disabilities in the absence of their fully informed and free consent. 

4. Amend immigration laws that discriminate on the basis of disability. Back to top
Austria

Party to both the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP).

There were no references to disability in the UN compilation report. The summary of stakeholders’ information mentions disability under the right to equality and non-discrimination, life, liberty and security of person, freedom of expression and right to participate in public and political life, right to social security and adequate standard of living (including issues relating to work and education), and the right to development.
JS 2 made a general reference to persons with disabilities under the right to equality and non-discrimination. In addition, regarding the right to life, liberty and security of the person, JS 2 noted that persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, and especially those with intellectual impairments, are frequently victims of violence, including sexual violence. JS 2 stated that this is also due to the stereotype of being “a-sexual”, which prevents persons with disabilities from receiving adequate sex education and is compounded by living arrangements in e.g. institutions, which abet violence structurally. 
Regarding freedom of expression and right to participate in public and political life, JS 2 noted an alarming degree of hate speech and non-application of the provision against hate speech, which does not include disability, and recommended more effective application of hate speech provisions. 
A number of issues were mentioned under the heading of the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, including: lack of monitoring body in the federal States, independent monitoring of institutions for persons with disabilities, establishment of an NHRI, lack of a national policy to establish comprehensive accessibility, barriers in society, including “universal design” in curricula, lack of work opportunities and educational system deficiencies for deaf persons. 
First, the Austrian National Council of Persons with Disabilities (ANCPD) stated that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was ratified in 2008 but that no monitoring bodies exist in the individual Federal States of Austria as stipulated in Article 33, Para. 2 CRPD, nor is there an independent agency to monitor institutions for persons with disabilities as enshrined in Article 16, Para. 3 CRPD. ANCPD recommended the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution in line with the Paris Principles. Independent Living Austria (ILA) recommended the development of an action plan for the implementation of CRPD and the introduction of mandatory standards for the representation of persons with disabilities in the media.

ANCPD noted that Austria does not have a national policy to establish comprehensive accessibility, and that numerous barriers exist which prevent persons with disabilities from equal and independent participation in many areas of life. ANCPD stated that the Federal Act on Equalization of Persons with Disabilities (BGStG) was established in 2006 to monitor the prohibition of discrimination against persons with disabilities in all areas at the federal level. However, measures to create accessible opportunities in the provinces exist only in very few cases. Due to the long period of transition before the Act has to be implemented (until 2015), steps to eliminate physical barriers are taken based on the economic interests and discretion of businesses. ANCPD recommended that obligations for physical accessibility be considered in plans for construction of housing and city and regional development plans. The topic of ‘universal design’ has to be obligatory in the curricula of technical professional and vocational training.
The Austrian Association of the Deaf (AD) stated that a large group of deaf and hearing impaired people have only a slim chance to live a satisfactory working life due to deficiencies in the educational system. Unemployment among deaf and hearing impaired people is far higher than among other people and their promotion prospects are generally quite low. Deaf and hearing impaired people are severely discriminated in education (compulsory and further education). AD noted that most relevant laws and regulations for studies and work require the skills "speech and vocal performance" (German language), "physical" fitness, "mental" and "sanitary" applicability from the affected candidates. The word "language" means spoken languages only. Sign language(s) are not considered as an admission criterion. AD recommended that the government introduce the right to use Austrian Sign Language as a language of education and teaching deaf people at all stages of the education system.
Finally, regarding the right to development, the Global Responsibility – Austrian Platform for Development and Humanitarian Aid stated that structural shortcomings in Austrian Development Cooperation predominantly affect already marginalised people including persons with disabilities.

National report paras 13, 23, 47, 82, 110-117, 141
Compilation of UN information– no references
Summary of stakeholders information paras 22, 33, 38, 42-44, 53
AD - Austrian Association of the Deaf 

ANCPD - Austrian National Council of Persons with Disabilities 

ILA - Independent Living Austria 

JS2 - Joint Submission 2 - Austrian NGO Platform on Human Rights
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Amend or repeal regulations regarding access to higher education and vocational training that discriminate against hearing impaired persons based on their disability and their language. 

2. Reform the educational system to ensure inclusion and the right of deaf, hearing impaired and deaflblind children, adolescents and adults to have access to high quality education in sign language in all Federal Provinces, and introduce the right to use Austrian Sign Language as a language of education to ensure education for deaf people at all stages of the education system.
3. Introduce bilingual education as standard from the beginning of compulsory school and increase involvement of deaf people and their representation of interests in all measures in the field of education.

4. Ensure that funds are directed and used for individual support models enabling persons with disabilities to enjoy their right to live in the community and the right to family. Back to top
Estonia

Signed (2007) but has not ratified the CRPD.
Both the UN compilation report and the summary of stakeholders’ information mention disability regarding administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law, and also in the context of the right to education. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, disability is also mentioned in equality and non-discrimination, the right to life, liberty and security of the person, freedom of expression and right to participate in public and political life, right to social security and to an adequate standard of living. 

Regarding administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law, the Human Rights Committee was concerned that mentally disabled persons or their legal guardians were often denied the right to be informed about criminal proceedings and charges against them, the right to a fair hearing and the right to adequate and effective legal assistance. The Committee was further concerned by the fact that experts appointed to assess a patient’s need for continued coercive treatment worked in the same hospital as the one in which the patient was held. The summary of stakeholders’ information refers to legal assistance in civil and criminal proceedings. JS1 reported that although a lawyer paid by the state was usually appointed to defend a person who had committed a crime while in a state of mental incompetence, it was common for the lawyer not to personally meet the client and lawyers often failed in fulfilling their professional duty with due diligence. JS1 recommended that the government take measures to provide effective legal representation to persons with mental disabilities in civil and criminal proceedings and establish a system of monitoring to ensure that legal representatives meet with and represent the rights and interests of their clients.

Regarding the right to education, the CRC noted with concern that the implementation of the Education Act did not sufficiently envisage the inclusion of disabled children and that negative societal attitudes towards inclusion persisted. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, CoE-Commissioner noted that children with special needs had the right to study in a mainstream school in the area where they live or to attend the nearest school meeting their educational requirements but that mainstream schools did not include children with disabilities. CoECommissioner encouraged the Government to further its efforts to facilitate the integration of children with disabilities in mainstream schools as much as possible.
Regarding equality and non-discrimination, CoE-ECRI noted that Roma children continued to be placed in specialised schools for disabled children when they were not disabled and urged Estonia to remove Roma children who are not disabled from special schools and reintegrate them into mainstream schools. JSI noted the restriction to the right to vote based on restricted legal capacity status and recommended that Estonia abolish the denial of the rights to vote for persons deprived of their legal capacity. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, CoE-ESCR and CoE Commissioner noted inadequate and low disability pensions / benefits. 

National report paras 56, 84, 122, 123-128, 132, 147
Compilation of UN information paras 40, 59
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 19, 24, 32, 38, 41, 46
JS1 Estonian Patient’s Advocacy Association (EPAA), Tallinn, Estonia and Mental

Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC), Budapest, Hungary

CoE Council of Europe - European Commission against Racism and Intolerance,

CoE background document - Memorandum to Estonian Government, assessment of progress made in implementing the 2004 recommendations of the Commissioner for Human rights of the Council of Europe 

IDA´s Recommendations
1. Speed up efforts to ratify the CRPD and the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

2. Ensure that persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities are informed about criminal proceedings and charges against them and enjoy the right to a fair hearing and the right to adequate and effective legal assistance.

3. Ensure that prisoners with disabilities have access to health care and rehabilitation and on the basis of informed consent.

4. Amend the Code of Civil Procedure to ensure that persons with disabilities are not deprived of their right to vote on the basis of disability.
Back to top
Georgia

Has signed but not ratified both the CRPD and its OP (2009).

Both the UN compilation report and the summary of stakeholders’ information mention disability in the context of equality and non-discrimination. First, in UN compilation report, UNICEF indicated that there was no comprehensive government policy for children with disabilities. However, the Strategy and Action Plan of Special Needs Education (2009-11) was built on the Concept of Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities. CRC regretted the lack of a comprehensive governmental policy for children with disabilities. In the stakeholders’ summary, JS1 stated that anti-discrimination provisions established in Georgian legislation were not in full accordance with CRC. It cited the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s view that the legislation did not cover all vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities. JS4 recommended that the State should take effective measures to eliminate the discrimination of persons with disabilities by insurance companies.
The UN compilation report also refers to the right to family life and privacy. CRC was concerned that a large number of children were placed in institutions due to the lack of adequate services and financial support to families. UNICEF indicated that the number of children living in institutions had reduced significantly. However, over 90 per cent of children in residential institutions had a surviving parent. The main causes for admission were poverty and disability.
Other issues mentioned in relation to disability in the summary of stakeholders’ information include the scope of Georgia’s international obligations, policy measures, the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, right to education, and challenges and constraints. 
Joint Submission 4 (JS4) and Joint Submission (JS5) recommended that the Government ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Joint Submission 5 (JS5) recommended as well the ratification of its optional protocol. Joint Submission 4 (JS4) stated that Georgian legislation should be amended in accordance with the CRPD and that the definition of “person with disability” should be brought into accordance with international standards. Regarding policy measures, JS4 recommended that the total budget on programs for persons with disabilities be increased. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, JS1 recommended that full access to comprehensive health care be provided to all children, including children with disabilities. JS1 recommended that the state should support the development of specialized day-care centers. JS4 recommended that services to persons with disabilities should not be defined by the degree of the poverty, but by the degree of the disability and the actual necessities. Also listed under the right to social security and an adequate standard of living, JS1 noted that, although there were some positive changes in recent years, the environment in psychiatric hospitals is non-therapeutic, degrading and intervenient for the recovery of the beneficiary. JS4 recommended that the number of therapeutic staff should increase in boarding houses and the risks of sexual violence should be identified and prevented. COE/CPT called for a system of regular visits to psychiatric establishments by independent bodies authorized to talk privately with patients. Regarding the right to education, JS4 noted that the infrastructure of educational institutions often is inaccessible for persons with disabilities and that there is a lack of qualified teachers; it recommended that inclusive education be expanded across Georgia. Regarding challenges and constraints, JS1 noted that vulnerable of groups of children such as children with disabilities are still exposed to problems such as poverty, lack of social integration, lack of accessibility of health and social services.
National report paras 19, 74-75, 83, 88
Compilation of UN information paras 25, 49
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 1, 3, 10, 17, 18, 62, 63, 65, 92
JS1 Joint Submission 1 

JS4 Joint Submission 4
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Take effective measures to eliminate the discrimination against persons with disabilities by insurance companies.

2. Increase support to children with disabilities to live in the community to avoid institutionalization. 

3. Establish a system of regular visits to psychiatric establishments by independent bodies authorized to talk privately with patients, and investigate allegations of degrading treatment and prosecute and, where degrading treatment is found to have taken place, punish those responsible. Back to top
Mozambique

Signed (2007) but has not ratified the CRPD.

There were no references to disability in the UN compilation report. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, JS2 noted that the CRPD was signed but not ratified. Disability is mentioned under equality and non-discrimination only. JS2 noted that the Constitution provides for the protection of persons with disabilities but highlighted that despite a National Plan for Disability, much remains to be done in the elimination of discrimination against people with disabilities. It recommended that Mozambique consider the creation of an institute for disability and provide for a comprehensive food allowance for people with disabilities, with clear criteria for the selection of beneficiaries. JS2 stated that there were only two schools for teaching children with disabilities, which were located in the cities of Maputo and Beira.

National report– no references
Compilation of UN information– no references
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 1, 13, 48
JS2 - Joint Submission 2
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Speed up efforts to ratify the CRPD the Optional Protocol

2. Increase efforts to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities and do awareness raising in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

3. Increase education and work opportunities for persons with disabilities to ensure their inclusion and participation in all aspects of society. Back to top
Myanmar

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

Disability is mentioned in the UN compilation report regarding equality and non-discrimination, the right to education, and capacity building and technical assistance. With respect to the general right to equality and non-discrimination, CRC was concerned about discrimination against children with disabilities, and urged Myanmar to ensure that all children are registered at birth without discriminatory conditions. Regarding the right to education, UNCT considered that an increase in the education budget was a prerequisite to the establishment of special schools and the integration of children with special needs and disabilities. Regarding capacity-building and technical assistance, CRC recommended that Myanmar seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.
.

National report paras 67-73, 125, 129
Compilation of UN information paras 23, 52, 79 
Summary of stakeholders' information– no references
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become Party to the CRPD and the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

2. Ensure that all children are registered at birth without discriminatory conditions.

3. Ensure that funds used for education are spent inclusively so that persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, benefit from them. Back to top
Namibia

Has ratified both the CRPD and the OP

There were no references in either the UN compilation report or the summary of stakeholders’ information.

National report paras 79, 107
Compilation of UN information– no references
Summary of stakeholders' information– no references
NSHR - Namibia's National Society for Human Rights
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Disseminate information about the Universal Periodic Review process, including in accessible formats, to persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

2. Review and, where necessary, amend national legislation to ensure compliance with the CRPD.

3. Increase awareness-raising about the rights of persons with disabilities, in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

4. In implementing UPR recommendations, consult with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations to ensure that persons with disabilities are included. Back to top
Nauru

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

There were no references to disability in the UN compilation. In the summary of stakeholders’ information, regarding the scope of Nauru’s international obligations, the Nauru Disabled People’s Association (NDPA) recommended that Nauru ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Regarding equality and non-discrimination, NDPA called for equal rights of opportunities within the workforce for people with disabilities and the possibility to earn a living without discrimination or prejudice. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, NDPA noted that the Government was paying disability pension allowance and indicated the need to clarify the Government selection criteria for receiving such benefit. NDPA noted that the amount of the disability pension was considered to be inadequate. JS1 expressed concern that people with mental health conditions were denied a standard of health and well being, and that children with mental health conditions were further denied protection or treatment of their mental conditions. ADC noted that the Aiwo District had the highest rate of lung, respiratory, asthma and tuberculosis, trachoma and other eye disease, skin disease and a history of cancer victims. Still under social security and adequate standard of living, NDPA noted that most public buildings and work places in Nauru did not adequately care for people with disabilities by way of ramps and lifts except for a few places. NDPA further noted that acquiring suitable buses/vans specifically for the disabled community and members remained a challenge.
National report paras 29, 54, 63-66
Compilation of UN information – no references
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 3, 9, 25-27, 32
JS1 - Joint Submission 1
NDPA - Nauru Disabled People Association
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

2. Take positive measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are enabled to participate in job training, vocational training, literacy and numeracy programs and set concrete targets measurable within one year to this effect, in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

3. Increase efforts to ensure the provision of mobility aids and accessibility of buildings and information to persons with disabilities, as well as accountability mechanisms.

4. Ensure that persons with disabilities have equal rights and opportunities regarding work and the possibility to earn a living without discrimination or prejudice. 
Back to top
Nepal

Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

Both the UN compilation report and the summary of stakeholders’ information point to problems regarding equality and non-discrimination for persons with disabilities. First, in the UN compilation report, regarding the scope of international obligations, CESCR encouraged ratification of the CRPD. In addition, UNCT stated that long-standing discrimination and social exclusion associated with disability continued to be among the major barriers to the effective realization of economic, social and cultural rights. It added that remedying the wide disparities was crucial for a successful post-conflict transition. CRC expressed concern about de facto discrimination against children with disabilities. 

Widespread discrimination against persons with disabilities is also mentioned by the NGO Coalitions as an issue under equality and non-discrimination in the summary of stakeholders’ information. These groups continued to be severely underrepresented in most of the public sector, including decisionmaking bodies, the civil service, the judiciary, law enforcement agencies, and local authorities. SCN expressed deep concern at widespread discriminatory practices, more prevalent in semi-urban and rural areas, against children with disabilities, among other groups. The NGO Coalitions noted de facto discrimination against persons with disabilities in the fields of education, employment, health, housing and other areas. It called for urgent policies to provide reasonable accommodation for employment, transportation, sports and health services for persons with disabilities, and stricter measures to combat

discrimination.
In the UN compilation report, regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, UNCT indicated that, although food insecurity persisted throughout the country, persons with disabilities were one of the groups particularly affected.

Regarding freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life, the NGO Coalitions noted that the participation of persons with disabilities in the constitution-making process and in the public sector had yet to be realized. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, the NGO Coalitions recommended proportional distribution of resources, with a comprehensive plan to respond to respond to diarrhoea, cholera and epidemics and recognition of the special needs of disabled persons among other marginalized groups. Regarding the right to education, the NGO Coalitions noted that the free education scheme had failed to attract the common people as there was no easy access to schools in rural areas and as the scheme only covered school fees, but not other costs, such as books, stationary, uniforms and food. The NGO Coalitions recommended ensuring accessible and free education, while preventing discrimination in schools against children with disabilities, among others.
National report paras 13, 32, 52, 75-76
Compilation of UN information paras 1, 17-18, 49
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 12, 15, 54, 66, 72
AI - Amnesty International
NGO Coalitions Joint Submission NGO Coalitions 

SCN - Save the Children Nepal
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Urgently adopt special measures to provide education including the use of Braille script and sign language for persons with disabilities, and ensure that persons with disabilities are included in and also benefit from education programmes done jointly with UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP and other partners.

2. Ensure the participation of persons with disabilities in the ongoing Constitution-making process, ensure the participation and representation of persons with disabilities in the public sector, and take effective measures to combat widespread discrimination against persons with disabilities.

3. Urgently adopt the policy of providing reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in employment.  Back to top
Niger

Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

The UN compilation report mentions disability regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living. The UN country team mentioned that, although free care had been made available for children and women with difficult pregnancies, free care did not extend to other groups of vulnerable people such as the elderly, the mentally and the physically disabled for whom no other form of assistance was available.

In the summary of stakeholders’ information reports, ADENI refers to the vulnerability of children to the worst forms of child labour and indicates that there are several causes of child labour in the Niger, the primary causes being, among others, having parents with physical disabilities. ADENI recommends establishing a system to collect, process and disseminate information and data on child labour, and recommends that the Niger take measures to make families and children less vulnerable by implementing community development programmes that address education, health and the fight against poverty and ignorance. ADENI also advocates establishing and implementing institutional arrangements to care for vulnerable children and children who have been abused or exploited.

National report  paras 1, 9-10, 41, 48, 96-97, 109-111, 122
Compilation of UN information para 37
Summary of stakeholders' information para 14
ADENI - Association pour la Défense des Enfants du Niger
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to health on an equal basis with others including equal access to free care, and on the basis of informed consent.
2. Ensure that persons with disabilities have equal access to education, employment, and social protection.
3. Ensure that persons with disabilities who have children are enabled to participate and be included fully in society and have access to support in the community.
Back to top
Oman

Ratified the CRPD (2009), has not yet signed the OP.

In the UN compilation report of Oman, under the constitutional and legislative framework, CRC noted that Oman, in cooperation with UNICEF and other competent experts, had conducted a comparative study of legislation in relation to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Some legislative measures had been taken or proposed to strengthen the legal protection of children, such as a bill for the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities. Regarding the institutional and human rights infrastructure, the joint submission encouraged Oman to strengthen the effectiveness of the National Committee on Disabilities, with the establishment of a secretariat, allocation of a budget and rules of procedure for the work of the Committee. 
Regarding equality and non-discrimination, CRC noted ongoing efforts to provide equal opportunities for children with disabilities, including through community-based support and services, but observed that a charity-based approach still prevailed. CRC noted with appreciation the draft bill on the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities but regretted the lack of a national strategy in this regard and the insufficient data on disabilities and their possible causes. It also noted with concern that a very limited number of children with disabilities was included in mainstream education. CRC recommended that Oman adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate de facto discrimination on any grounds, paying particular attention to children with disabilities, among others. Social and health services and equal opportunities to education for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups should be prioritized.
In the stakeholders’ summary, TGCC reported that persons with disabilities were disadvantaged with regard to their integration into public life, schools and employment, particularly in the private sector. A project for integration in schools had been announced by the government as part of the current five year development plan, but had met with financial and human resource challenges, which apparently had led to its suspension. Moreover, some services were not physically accessible to persons with disabilities. Persons with disabilities in areas outside the capital area were not accorded due care and attention. TGCC stated that the Government should develop a strategy to direct the provision of support services towards the integration of persons with disabilities, take necessary measures to raise awareness and ensure the enforcement of the employment quota for persons with disabilities prescribed in the Labour Law.

National report  paras 8, 24, 53, 79-82
Compilation of UN information  paras 10, 14, 27-28
Summary of stakeholders' information  para 5
TGCC - Tawasul Global Connections Center Submission
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become a Party to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

2. Strengthen the effectiveness of the National Committee on Disabilities, with the establishment of a secretariat, allocation of a budget and rules of procedure for the work of the Committee.

3. Adopt a proactive and comprehensive national strategy to eliminate de facto discrimination against persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, and improve data collection on disability.
Back to top
Paraguay

Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

In the UN compilation report, persons with disabilities are mentioned only under the right to life, liberty and security of the person. SPT recommended that solitary confinement be severely restricted and not used at all for minors and mentally disabled persons.

In the stakeholders’ summary, with respect to the institutional and human rights infrastructure, the Saraki foundation noted that to date no government body had been assigned to the task of implementing the Convention, nor had compliance and monitoring indicators been established. Moreover, there was no body with sufficient status to persuade other State bodies to prepare and follow through on a national policy on disability and to have disability treated as a cross-cutting issue in all sectors. Saraki also reported that there were no proper statistics on the situation of people with disabilities in Paraguay.

Regarding policy measures, joint submission no. 7 (JS7) recommend that steps be taken to give effect to the sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities in plans and programmes on sexual and reproductive health. Regarding equality and non-discrimination, Saraki reports that the Government has not yet taken steps to ensure that people with disabilities have access to public bodies and services as required by the Convention; it has taken no specific measures to eliminate physical barriers and barriers to their access to communication, information and public transport. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, Saraki reports that disabled persons’ access to public health services, including those related to reproductive health, needs to be assured. With respect to the right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community, Saraki highlights the following challenges: set up the necessary dialogue to ensure that the heads of primary and secondary schools take responsibility for bringing children with disabilities into mainstream education; train teachers to teach persons with disabilities; and oblige universities and further education establishments by law to comply with accessibility criteria and to include issues related to disabilities and inclusion in their curricula.
National report paras 10, 12, 13, 18, 106-112, 117

Compilation of UN information – para 27
Summary of stakeholders' information paras 4, 8, 13, 36, 42
JS7 - Joint Submission 7
SARAKI - Fundación SARAKI
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Designate a focal point for implementation of the Convention. 

2. Establish compliance and monitoring indicators, ensure that the monitoring body has sufficient status to persuade other State bodies to prepare and follow through on a national policy on disability, and ensure that disability is treated as a cross-cutting issue in all sectors.

3. Take measures to put into place means for data collection on disability.

4. Ensure that universities and further education establishments are accessible to persons with disabilities. Back to top
Rwanda

Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

In the UN compilation report, with respect to equality and non-discrimination, CRC remained concerned, inter alia, at the inadequate legal and de facto protection of and the insufficient facilities and services for children with disabilities, and the insufficient efforts made to facilitate their inclusion in the educational system and in society.

There were no references in the summary of stakeholders’ information.

National report paras 4, 11, 29, 56-58
Compilation of UN information para 20
Summary of stakeholders' information – no references
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Increase legal and de facto protection of children with disabilities as well as facilities and services for them.

2. Increase efforts to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities in the educational system and in society.

3. Conduct awareness raising of the CRPD in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

4. Disseminate information about the Universal Periodic Review in accessible formats to persons with disabilities. Back to top
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

In the compilation of UN information, listed under policy measures, CRC recommended in 1999 introducing a comprehensive system of data collection with a specific emphasis on those particularly vulnerable, including children with disabilities and institutionalized children. Regarding the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, CRC expressed concern at the absence of legal protection, the lack of adequate facilities and services for children with disabilities and that insufficient efforts had been made to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into the educational system and generally within society.
National report paras 25, 61-66, 73, 87, 95
Compilation of UN information paras 6, 34
Summary of stakeholders' information – no references
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.

2. Introduce a comprehensive system of data collection on children with disabilities and institutionalized children.

3. Ensure legal protection, facilities and services for children with disabilities.

4. Increase efforts to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into the education system and generally within society.  Back to top
Saint Lucia

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

The UN compilation report mentions disability under equality and non-discrimination. CRC was concerned about the lack of a national policy or legislation ensuring the right of children with all types of disabilities to the enjoyment of a full and decent life with the assurance of self-dignity and self-reliance, and recommended that Saint Lucia adopt a comprehensive policy for children with disabilities. With respect to capacity building and technical assistance, CRC recommended that Saint Lucia seek technical assistance with regard to: coordination of the activities of the various ministries dealing with matters pertaining to children, development and implementation of a national plan of action for the full implementation of the Convention, establishment of an independent body to monitor the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, addressing child abuse and neglect, ensuring the rights of children with disabilities.
National report paras 53, 61-65, 95, 122,
Compilation of UN information paras 17, 62
Summary of stakeholders' information – no references
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.

2. Adopt a comprehensive policy for children with all types of disabilities, in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including children with disabilities.

3. Seek technical assistance on ensuring the rights of children with disabilities.

4. Ensure that children with disabilities are informed about their rights in age- and disability-appropriate ways including in various accessible formats.
Back to top
São Tomé and Principe 

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

In the UN compilation report, with respect to equality and non-discrimination, CRC was concerned that discrimination against disabled children and children living in poverty persists de facto. It recommended that Sao Tome and Principe conduct an in-depth revision of all legislation in order to fully guarantee the application of the principle of non-discrimination in domestic laws and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular poor and disabled children.

Regarding capacity-building and technical assistance, CRC recommended that Sao Tome and Principe seek assistance from, among others, the UNICEF and the World Health Organization on children with disabilities.
National report – not available
 UN information paras 7, 35
Summary of stakeholders' information– no references
IDA´s Recommendations
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.

2. Review all legislation to ensure compliance with the CRPD and non-discrimination against persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities.

3. Adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds against persons with disabilities.
Back to top
