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Antigua and Barbuda

National report
IV.
Achievements, best practices, challenges and complaints

D.
Persons with disabilities

18.
The Antigua and Barbuda Association for persons with disabilities in association with support groups spearheads campaigns to end stigmatization and discrimination against persons with disabilities.

19.
Within the Ministry of Health, Social Transformation and Consumer Affairs the Department of National Vocational and Rehabilitation Centre for Disabilities caters for the special needs of the disabled by providing financial assistance for the acquisition of assistive devices and medical treatment.

20.
There are three schools that were specifically established for three categories of disabled persons - the blind and visually impaired; the deaf and hearing impaired and special children. Computer software designed for these schools is utilized in the education of the students. There exists publically funded transportation to the school for children with special needs. However the provision of this much needed service is hampered by financial constraints. 

21.
Although there is residential care for children with disabilities there is a limit to the number of children who can be catered for due to lack of funding and insufficient trained care givers. 

22.
The Citizens Welfare Division in the Ministry of Social Transformation provides domestic help to eligible disabled persons and young adults who are disabled can access vocational training conducted by the Centre for Disabilities.

H.
The elderly

35.
It is Government’s policy to pursue legal and institutional protection for the elderly. To this end the Citizen’s Welfare Division through the Government Residential Assistance and Care of the Elderly and Eligible (GRACE) Programme provides care to the housebound and disabled elderly in the form of domestic services, meals and social activities.

36.
The Senior Citizens Utility Subsidy Programme provides a grant of $100.00 per month to all senior citizens from the age of sixty years to subsidize their utility bills. The utility bills of all eligible senior citizens from the age of eighty years are paid for by the Government.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework
D.
Policy measures

25.
CRC encouraged Antigua and Barbuda to establish a comprehensive policy for children with disabilities.

29.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda develop a data collection and indicators’ system disaggregated by gender, age and residence parishes, with specific emphasis on children who are particularly vulnerable, including children living in poverty, children with disabilities and children from single-parent families and use this information when formulating laws, policies and programmes.

31.
The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) noted in a report of 2007 the multi-sector “Agenda for Change” (2004) that was to introduce a national health insurance plan, a disability assistance grant; tax reduction on many pharmaceutical products, a pension plan for all senior citizens, a plan on poverty eradication and improvement of the quality of life of the poor and needy; to provide equal opportunity for the physically challenged; and to deliver improved public services.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

36.
CRC and UNICEF were concerned that girls, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock and informally adopted children suffered from discrimination and disparities in accessing basic services. CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing non-discrimination and adopt appropriate legislation to ensure that all children enjoyed all the rights.

40.
UNICEF indicated that in Antigua and Barbuda, 1 per cent of the population (approximately 700 persons) were disabled and faced barriers to access to education, employment, housing, transport, health care, rehabilitation and recreation.

9.
Right to education

81.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society by special training for teachers and making the physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas) accessible.

V.
Capacity-building and technical assistance

88.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda seek technical assistance from UNICEF to develop a national action plan to implement the Convention; from UNICEF and OHCHR to establish an independent National Human Rights Institution; from UNICEF to develop a data collection and indicators’ system; from UNICEF and WHO to prevent child abuse and neglect; from UNICEF and WHO to address problems faced by children with disabilities; and from UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO regarding adolescent health issues.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework
A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
Antigua and Barbuda Association of Persons with Disabilities (AB-APD) stated that Antigua and Barbuda needed to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities without any more delay.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

10.
AB-APD reported that constitutional provisions prohibited discrimination against the physically disabled in employment and education, although no specific laws mandated accessibility for persons with disabilities. It mentioned that there was no evidence of widespread discrimination against persons with disabilities, although the Government did not enforce the constitutional anti-discrimination provisions.

Haiti
National report
A. 
Cadre normatif

(d)
Le cadre juridique des Droits de l’Homme

2
. Sur le plan régional

15.
La République d’Haïti est partie à des instruments adoptés au niveau régional par l’Organisation des Etats Américains (OEA) tels que:
d)
La Convention interaméricaine sur l’élimination de toutes les formes de discrimination à l’égard des personnes handicapées (ratifiée le 29 mai 2009).
3. Sur le plan international

g)
La Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées et son protocole facultatif (ratifiés le 23 juillet 2009);
B. 
Cadre institutionnel

d)
La Secrétairerie d’Etat à l’Intégration des Personnes Handicapées, créée par Arrêté présidentiel en mai 2007, qui a pour principale mission d’intervenir en matière de prévention des invalidités et de travailler à l’intégration des personnes en situation de handicap;

III.
Promotion et protection des droits de l’homme

M.
Le droit à l’éducation

54.
Par ailleurs, une Commission de l’adaptation scolaire et d’appui social a été créée en 1993, en vue d’entreprendre des actions visant à permettre l’intégration des jeunes handicapés dans le système éducatif haïtien. Des classes spéciales pilotes ont été intégrées au sein de trois écoles publiques pour recevoir des élèves présentant des déficiences psychiques et mentales légères ainsi que des troubles de l’apprentissage. Le nombre d’élèves souffrant d’handicaps ayant pu passer les épreuves des examens d’Etat a substantiellement augmenté depuis 2007.

Compilation of UN information
I.
 Background and framework

A.
 Scope of international obligations

D.
 Policy measures

14.
In 2011, the independent expert emphasized that in the framework of reconstruction, measures ought to be taken to ensure that buildings, especially those open to the public, were made accessible to persons with disabilities.

B. 
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

24.
In 2011 UNICEF noted that de facto discrimination remained high against specific groups of vulnerable children such as girls, restaveks, children from poor families, street children, children with disabilities and children living in rural areas.
10.
 Internally displaced persons

70.
In 2011, UNCT noted that whether in camps or in host families, throughout the post-earthquake period, displaced persons faced problems of access to employment, health care, food and water, shelter and education. Women, girls and occasionally boys had experienced a heightened vulnerability to sex- and gender-based violence. The elderly and persons with disabilities had been identified by organizations and by national authorities as having even more restricted access to services. The UNCT noted however that human rights concerns affecting people living in camps or host families were often the same as those affecting the wider population, notably the hundreds of thousands of people living in slums.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework 

B.
Constitutional and legislative framework

4.
Amnesty International (AI) recommended that Haiti adopt and implement without delay a Children’s Code incorporating the provisions of international human rights treaties
, while Joint Submission 3 (JS3) urged Haiti to pass the law on the integration of persons with disabilities.

C.
Institutional and human rights infrastructure

8.
OPC a noté la création, en 2007, d’une Secrétairerie d’État à l’Intégration des Personnes Handicapées (SEIPH) et a recommandé l’adoption de la loi cadre de la SEIPH.
II.
 Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

53.
JS3 noted that the earthquake left Haiti coping with a great number of physicallydisabled people, including children.
 JS1 reported that many of these children were abandoned because of the costs associated with caring for them, and because of a history of shunning the disabled.

8.
Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

64.
JS3 referred to the difficulties met by parents to take their disabled children to schools and indicated that most schools in Haiti were not built with access for disabled children.
Ireland

National report
III.
Background and framework

A.
General political structure

Legislation, conventions and treaties

35.
Ireland has signed the UN International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

National Disability Authority

45.
The National Disability Authority provides expert advice on disability policy and practice to the Minister for Justice and Equality. Public sector organisations are obliged to promote and support the employment of people with disabilities, and achieve a statutory minimum 3% target of staff with disabilities. The Authority monitors compliance by public bodies and can recommend specific action where a public body is in breach of these obligations.

IV.
Promotion and protection of human rights

A.
Equality and non-discrimination

63.
The Employment Equality Acts and the Equal Status Acts prohibit discrimination on nine grounds against those in employment, seeking access to employment or participating in vocational training, and those seeking goods and services. These grounds are gender, civil status, family status, sexual orientation, religious belief, age, disability, race and membership of the Traveller community.

F.
Right to privacy, marriage and family life


Transgender issues

92.
The acquired gender of transgender persons is currently recognised in many official dealings with the State, such as the provision of passports, driving licences and in social welfare, healthcare and revenue matters. In 2010, an advisory group was established to advise on further legal recognition of transgender persons and is expected to submit its report to the Minister for Social Protection shortly. The prohibition of discrimination on the gender and disability grounds under employment equality law also prohibits adverse treatment of persons based on their transgender status. 

I.
Right to health

Autism

107.
The overall policy is set out in Services to Persons with Autism, first published in 1994. The Health Service Executive funds services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders from childhood to adulthood. These services, provided by both statutory and voluntary sector agencies, cover assessment, diagnosis and ongoing treatment and intervention supports, including home support services, respite services and multi-disciplinary team supports.

108.
A National Review of Autism Services is currently underway and will identify the core principles of service delivery and standards of practice that will guide national autism services.


Mental Health 

109.
Government mental health policy is set out in A Vision for Change. This report, launched in 2006, provides a framework for action to develop a modern, high-quality, community-based, person-centred mental health service over a seven- to ten-year period.  

110.
Reach Out, the National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention, is based on a multi-sectoral approach to the prevention of suicidal behaviour, in order to foster cooperation between health, education, community, voluntary and private sector agencies. The National Office for Suicide Prevention oversees the implementation of the strategy.

111.
The concluding observations of the UN Committee Against Torture in relation to the definition of a voluntary patient and the reclassification of patients with a mental illness from voluntary to involuntary will be addressed in the context of the review of the Mental Health Act 2001, which is currently underway.


National Drugs Strategy

112.
The policy framework on drugs is the National Drugs Strategy 2009–2016. It constitutes an interim policy pending the development of the broader Substance Misuse Strategy that is to be formulated to include alcohol and drugs in a combined National Substance Misuse Policy. A key principle underpinning our approach is to address the problem in a partnership way involving statutory, community and voluntary treatment providers.

J.
 Right to housing

114.
The voluntary and co-operative housing sector has been assisted to provide some 25,000 accommodation units to date to meet the needs of older people, persons with a disability or other groups with specific categories of housing need, including the homeless, victims of domestic violence, etc.

L.
 Right to education 

121.
Pre-school, primary and post-primary education for the vast majority of students is free. Additional resources are allocated to schools to cater for students with specific educational needs such as students from lower socio-economic backgrounds attending designated schools, language support for migrants, and special needs and disability students. The development of literacy and numeracy competence of students is prioritised.  On 8 July 2011, the Minister for Education and Skills is scheduled to launch the national strategy to improve the literacy and numeracy of children and young people.

N.
 Rights of persons with disabilities

128.
Ireland is committed to ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as quickly as possible. The intention is that this will be done as soon as the necessary Bill to reform our Mental Capacity laws is enacted. The Government intends that this Bill will be introduced in the Oireachtas before the end of 2011.

129.
The aim of the Government is to ensure that as many people with disabilities as possible are assisted to live full lives with their families and in their communities.

130.
National Quality Standards: Residential Services for People with Disabilities was published by the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) in 2009. The standards provide a national framework for quality, safe services for people with disabilities living in residential settings. The Programme for Government includes a commitment to put these standards on a statutory footing and ensure that such services are inspected by HIQA.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

3.
In June 2011, the Committee against Torture (CAT) invited Ireland to ratify the ICRMW, the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

C.
Institutional and human rights infrastructure

14.
In 2011, the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty noted with concern the recent drastic budgetary reductions to, inter alia, the Department of Health and Children, the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Education and Skills, Equality Proofing, Disability Projects, and the Community and Voluntary Sector. She added that these reductions have the potential to significantly undermine the effective and efficient functioning of health and education services and the social protection system, all of which are crucial for providing minimum essential levels of enjoyment of human rights, and protecting the rights of the poorest and most vulnerable members of society.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

30.
CAT expressed also its grave concern at reports on the continued high rates of domestic violence against women and at the cuts in funding in 2009 and 2010, for refuge and support services for victims of violence.
 In 2008, CAT stated that Ireland should continue to strengthen its policies and laws against domestic violence.
 CEDAW had expressed similar concerns in 2005 particularly about violence suffered by women from marginalized and vulnerable groups, including Traveller women, migrant women, asylum-seeking and refugee women and women with disabilities.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework
A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
The Irish Human Rights Commission (Irish-HRC) recommended that Ireland ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities; ...

C.
Institutional and human rights infrastructure

7.
OCO stated that all necessary legislative and other steps should be taken to allow the Health Information and Quality Authority to carry out independent inspections of all residential and foster care services for children, including residential and respite services for children with disabilities.

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

20.
Irish-HRC recommended that Ireland commence full application of the Disability Act 2005, the Education for Persons with Special Needs Act 2004 and the Health Act 2007 to ensure independent statutory inspections of care homes for persons with disabilities.

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

II. 
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

25.
Irish-HRC recommended that Ireland make an unconditional commitment to move all persons with an intellectual disability out of psychiatric institutions and congregated settings into appropriate community settings with proper supports within a defined time limit. Irish-HRC was concerned about the conditions of detention in adult psychiatric facilities for the detention of people who were deemed unfit to plead to criminal charges or were found not guilty by reason of insanity under the Criminal Law (Insanity) Act 2006.

26.
Although the Government had committed to ending the detention of young people under the age of 18 in St. Patrick’s Institution, OCO stated that Ireland should do it as soon as possible. The Children’s Mental Health Coalition (CMHC) reported on the mental health situation of children in detention and made recommendations in that regard.

3.
Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

34.
JS1 indicated that delays on court lists and before administrative bodies, prohibitive costs and the possibility of the State’s costs being awarded against claimants discouraged litigation. RehabGroup (RG) recommended that Ireland introduce a statutory personal advocacy service with entry powers to ensure that people with disabilities at risk can access essential independent advocacy services.
5.
Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life
54.
NAAR recommended that measures be introduced to improve the representation of Travellers in political life and public affairs in the State. Such measures should also extend to other minority groups and with an emphasis on women from such backgrounds. RG and CDLP also made recommendations regarding the right to participation in public affairs of people with disabilities.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

57.
Irish-HRC reported that income inequality had been heightened due to the current economic crisis and recommended that Ireland introduce the principle of non-retrogression into all economic policies. RG recommended that Ireland should protect disability-related welfare payments from further cuts. While noting that child poverty remained a significant problem in Ireland, OCO stated that Ireland should outline what strategies it will adopt to halt and reverse the increase in the number of children living in poverty.

64.
JS1 reported that Ireland had not incorporated the right to housing into its legislative framework and had opted out of Article 31 of the European Social Charter notably impacting on the standard of local authority housing and Traveller-specific accommodation. Rialto Rights in Action Project (RRAP) recommended that Ireland amend the Constitution to include a right to adequate housing and legislate and provide for actual and enforceable rights to housing for social housing tenants. RG referred to the specific situation of people with disabilities and notably recommended that Ireland introduce a Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities.

Iceland

National report
III.
Implementation of human rights in Iceland, best practices and challenges

C.
Rights of persons with disabilities

37.
Prohibition of discrimination against disabled people is stipulated in the Constitution. The Act on the Affairs of Persons with Disabilities further ensures people with disabilities equality and living conditions comparable to those of other citizens and provides them with conditions enabling them to lead a normal life. Persons with disabilities shall be entitled to all general services provided by the State and municipalities. It shall be endeavoured at all times to provide services to people with disabilities in accordance with general laws in the field of education, health and social services, employment, transport services social  habilitation and rehabilitation. Representatives shall be appointed to whom a disabled person, who thinks that his or her rights are violated, may turn for assistance.

38.
One of the main aims of new Acts on Planning and Construction is to ensure access for all and require designers and those responsible for structures to ensure access for all, for example, by making all hallways wide enough for wheelchairs.

39.
The main responsibility of special services for people with disabilities has been transferred from the state to the local municipalities as of January 2011. This is a step toward mainstreaming services for persons with disabilities and integrating special services for people with disabilities with ordinary social services, which have been the responsibility of the municipalities.

40.
Recent legislation defines and recognises Icelandic sign language for the first time as the first language or mother tongue of deaf people. Still, challenges in ensuring rights for the deaf population in Iceland remain. A working group has been appointed to map these challenges and set forth an action plan addressing them.

41.
Iceland has signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its optional protocol, and ratification is being prepared. To this end a new Act on Rights of Persons with Disabilities proposes that the Government shall be responsible for safeguarding the rights of persons with disabilities and educating persons with disabilities and those working with them about their rights. The bill also contains more detailed provisions regarding appointed representatives of persons with disabilities. Finally, it is proposed that persons who, because of their disabilities, have difficulties taking important decisions themselves or managing their affairs by themselves shall have the right to choose a personal representative who shall assist them in making informed decisions about such matters. This is in accordance with Article 12, paragraph 3, of the CRPD.

42.
A bill is also being prepared regarding the use of restrictive and constraint measures in the care of persons with disabilities. As a main principle, the use of restraint and physical coercion will be prohibited, but guidelines will be set forth on when and how exceptions may be made, and how the exercise of such exceptions will be supervised.

E.
Rights of the child

54.
Particular efforts are focused on vulnerable groups of children and young persons, such as those with disabilities and learning difficulties, chronic illnesses, ADHD and children and young persons of immigrant background. The government recognises the necessity to prioritise support of these groups and ensure that they enjoy equal opportunity.

S.
Poverty/Economic crisis

114.
Iceland's welfare system aims at preventing poverty with accessible health care at minimum cost for all citizens, free education for children and young persons between 6 and 20 years old and quality childcare at low cost for children between 1½ to 2 years up to elementary school. Meals are provided for all pre- and elementary school children. The Social Security Act provides all persons with disability a minimum level of income. The Act on Rental Support, aims at decreasing the cost of rent for low-income individuals and families.

IV.
National human rights priorities

A.
Ratification of international human rights instruments

119.
Iceland will continue making efforts to ensure that Icelandic legislation is in line with international human rights instruments. Iceland intends to ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as its optional protocol, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the optional protocol to the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. Iceland also intends to ratify the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (The Aarhus Convention), as well as several Council of Europe Conventions.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

6.
Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

48.
In 2003, CESCR recommended that Iceland continue implementing policies and programmes aimed at improving access to employment and the working conditions of people with disabilities.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

50.
In 2003, CESCR urged Iceland to increase its efforts to provide greater support to single-parent families and CRC also recommended increased support for families of disabled children.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
JS1 recommended that Iceland ratify: OP-CAT, CRPD, CRPD-OP and OP-ICESCR as soon as possible, and CED. The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) and JS1 recommended that Iceland ratify ICRMW. 

B.
Constitutional and legislative framework

5.
JS1 stated that the Government planned a holistic review of the legislation regarding persons with disabilities, which was expected to be finished in 2014.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

15.
CoE-ESC concluded that Iceland was not in conformity with the Charter as there was no legislation explicitly protecting persons with disabilities from discrimination in education and training. According to JS1, persons with disabilities habitually suffered discrimination with respect to, inter alia, the right to education, housing and participation in public life and made up a large part of those running a risk of living in poverty. The Supreme Court had held, in a small number of cases, that the level of social assistance provided to persons with disabilities was incompatible with the equality provision of Article 65 of the Constitution. JS1 suggested that more residential services for people with mental and intellectual disabilities are needed as well as increased vocational training support.

2.
 Right to life, liberty and security of the person

17.
JS1 was concerned that legislation and information on constraining measures applied in psychiatric hospitals and institutions for persons with disabilities was very limited. The European Committee on the Prevention of Torture (CPT) recommended that Iceland amend the existing legislation with regard to the review of involuntary placements in psychiatric establishments; review the legislation on treatment of involuntary psychiatric patients without their consent; and organize regular visits to psychiatric establishments by an independent body.

4.
Right to privacy, marriage and family life

34.
According to JS1, disabled children that needed to be removed from their parents were put in supported foster care, which was only a temporary solution. Foster parents did not receive any special training equipping them to deal with complex disabilities.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

51.
Regarding the health care system in Iceland, the Children’s Ombudsman, indicated that among the areas needing improvement were dental health services, psychological services, professional psychiatric services, and speech therapy services. The healthcare system had been subjected to major budget cuts, and further cuts were proposed. It was concerned about the adverse effects particularly on children in rural areas, persons with disabilities, and children from vulnerable groups. Similar concerns were raised by JS1.

52.
JS1 referred to the report of the National Audit Office showing that there was no holistic policy of services for persons with disabilities. It also stated that financial resources had not accorded with regular estimates of demands for services. JS1, while welcoming the transfer of services from the Government to the municipalities to bring them closer to the recipients, was concerned that the lack of monitoring and holistic policies would increase the risk of services not being equally distributed to all recipients.

8.
Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

53.
The Children’s Ombudsman was concerned about budget cuts in the school system and its negative effects on children. Reference was made to cuts in both pre-schools and primary schools, including reductions in staffing, merging of class groups, and cancellation of courses. Cuts had especially negatively affected those who needed special support. The Ombudsman was concerned that this would increase dropout rates and be inconsistent with the authorities’ policy of reducing the dropout rate in upper secondary schools, which was among the highest in Europe.

54.
Children’s Ombudsman referred to reports that facilities for children with special needs within the school system were inadequate and expressed concern that those children would receive less attention and poorer services than before.

Lithuania

National report
II.
Legal and institutional framework for the protection of human rights.

C.
Institutions

12.
Set up in 1999 under the Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, the Office of Equal Opportunities for Women and Men Ombudsperson was transformed into the Office of the Ombudsman for Equal Opportunities with a broader mandate to oversee compliance with the Law on Equal Opportunities. The Ombudsman for Equal Opportunities now examines complaints on discrimination on the grounds of gender, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, faith, beliefs or attitudes, age, sexual orientation, disability, ethnic dependence and religion. The Ombudsman may transfer the investigation materials to a pre-trial investigation institution or a prosecutor, examine cases of administrative law and impose administrative sanctions, and warn about a committed violation. In addition, the Ombudsman carries out independent investigations and publishes reports into discrimination-related matters, submits recommendations related to implementation and proposals on the improvement of legislation and priorities of the equal opportunities policy.

D.
Rights of disabled persons

52.
The main law on the rights of disabled persons is the Law on the Social Integration of Disabled Persons. Further rights are provided for in the Labour Code and other laws, e.g. on employment support, social enterprises, state social insurance, state social insurance pensions, state assistance benefits, social services, special development and health insurance.

53.
Protection of disabled persons against direct and indirect discrimination, harassment and instruction to discriminate is provided by the Law on Equal Opportunities.

54.
The Law on the Social Integration of Disabled Persons provides for basic prerequisites and conditions for the social integration of the disabled and is enforced via the National Programme for the Social Integration of Disabled Persons 2010–2012 which aims at ensuring equal opportunities and improving the quality of life. The programme is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and relevant EU directives.

55.
Within the framework of the projects on Social Rehabilitation Services for Disabled Persons in the Community and on the Activities of Associations of Disabled the following is available: representing the rights of disabled persons, information and consulting services, psychological assistance, independence raising, cultural and sport activities, social services, support for the activities of raising motivation to involve disabled persons into the labour market, job search, work assistance services.

56.
The Programme of Adjusting Housing for People with Disabilities 2007-2011 aims at increasing mobility of persons with disabilities and their involvement in the profession acquisition process, the labour market and social life.

57.
The Programme of Providing the Population with Technical Assistance Aids guarantees that disabled persons are provided with technical assistance aids and their repair. According to the Description of the Procedure for the Provision of Support to Disabled Students approved by the Government, higher education establishments are offered financial assistance measures for their disabled students through allocating funds to meet the special needs of disabled students (monthly allowance in the amount of 0.5 of the basic social insurance pension) and to partly cover the tuition fee (allowance in the amount of 3.2 basic social benefit once per semester).

58.
Lithuania specifically focuses on improving employment opportunities for the disabled via the professional rehabilitation programme. Regardless of their other income, participants of the professional rehabilitation programme are allocated and paid a professional rehabilitation allowance. Its amount depends on whether the person is insured with all types of state social insurance or not, but it may never be lower than two basic state social insurance pensions.

59.
Law on Social Enterprises provides state support for a social enterprise that has employed persons with disability. Seeking to integrate disabled persons into the open labour market, under the Law on Support for Employment support is available to any undertaking which employs a disabled person and creates new jobs or adjusts existing ones to the disability of the unemployed person.

60.
The following financial assistance measures are available to disabled persons in Lithuania:

· persons who have their capacity to work level established are paid incapacity or social assistance pensions, their amount depending on the established capacity to work;

· persons who have a need for permanent nursing care established are paid a targeted permanent nursing care compensation (in the amount of 2.5 basic pensions);

· persons are also awarded a targeted permanent care (assistance) compensation (in the amount of 0.5 or 1 basic pension);

· in addition, where a special need for the compensation of transport costs is found, an extra compensation for transport costs is paid.

61.
Disabled persons also get different discounts: on transport, purchase of medicines, treatment, etc.

62.
On 27 May 2010, Lithuania ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. With its resolution of 8 December 2010, the Government established the institutional structure for its implementation. The action plan to implement the National Programme for the Social Integration of Disabled Persons 2010-2012 was supplemented accordingly, taking account of the proposals by stakeholder institutions and NGOs of the disabled.

63.
Good practice showing the efficiency of legal remedies could be illustrated with the civil case where the Lithuanian Association of the Blind and Visually Handicapped appealed against a commercial bank regarding the bank’s internal regulations that discriminated blind persons by disabling them to use the services of the bank on equal terms with other members of the society. While the case was still in progress (the parties were considering the possibility of a friendly settlement), the bank agreed to change its discriminatory internal regulations.

H.
Patient rights.

88.
The evolution of protecting patient rights in independent Lithuania dates back to 31 October 1991, when the Seimas approved the National Conceptual Framework on Health. Subsequently, legal regulation that ensures patient rights was developed. Article 53 of the Constitution guarantees free-of-charge medical aid at state healthcare establishments.

89.
The Law on the Rights of Patients and Compensation for the Damage to their Health is the principal act that governs patient rights. The new revision of the Law that came into force on 1 March 2010 brought substantial changes to the enforcement of patient rights in Lithuania.

90.
Informed patient consent has been brought into regulation by defining conditions required to ensure accessibility of required information to the patient before they agree to the provision of personal health care services and by pointing out cases when consent is expressed in conclusive actions and in writing. Detailed regulation of conditions for the patient’s right to access their medical documentation and for accessibility of information to representatives of the patient, institutions and other individuals has improved protection of the right to privacy.

...

I.
Promoting human rights

100.
The principle of non-discrimination, enshrined in the Constitution, is detailed in the 2005 Law on Equal Opportunities as amended in line with EU law and the practice of the Equal Opportunities Ombudsman. Recent additions include specific prohibition to discriminate in respect of involvement in the activities of employee or employer organizations or other associations whose members are persons of certain age, sexual orientation, social status, disability, race or ethnic dependence, religion, beliefs or faith; the right to claim from the guilty parties indemnity for pecuniary or non-pecuniary damage;authorising employee and employer organizations or other legal entities upon the person’s written consent to represent him or her in judicial or administrative proceedings; the rule on the transfer of the burden of proof to the defendant. In view of the recommendations from UN experts, in 2009 the Criminal Code was supplemented with a new aggravating circumstance: “actions committed with the aim to express hatred to a group of persons or to a person belonging to it based on age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, faith, beliefs or attitudes”, and tightened criminal liability for hate crimes, i.e. for criminal acts committed based on the belonging of the aggrieved person to a specific social group.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

B.
Constitutional and legislative framework

5.
CERD and CAT welcomed the enactment of the Law on Equal Treatment in 2005 which prohibits direct or indirect discrimination on the grounds of, inter alia, age, sexual orientation, disability, race and ethnic origin. CEDAW welcomed that this law allowed temporary special measures to accelerate women's de facto equality with men. At the same time, it encouraged Lithuania to amend the Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men to simplify the procedure of applying temporary special measures in practice.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

27.
CRC reiterated its concern that the principle of non-discrimination was not fully implemented for children living in vulnerable families and institutions, children with disabilities, Roma children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children living in rural areas, in particular with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities.

6.
Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

59.
CESCR recommended that Lithuania promote the integration of people with disabilities into the labour market, including through providing incentives to employers and strengthening the system of job quotas.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

65.
CRC reiterated its concern that children with disabilities living in rural areas did not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country. Furthermore, it was concerned at the number of children with disabilities who were institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for these children.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

2.
JS1 noted that upon ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Lithuania made a declaration on its interpretation of the concept of “sexual and reproductive health” (Article 25a).

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

3.
Administration of justice and the rule of law

24.
JS1 noted that theLaw on State-Guaranteed Legal Aid provided for two types of legal aid: primary –consultation and drafting of certain requests- and secondary –preparation of court cases and legal representation. It stated that the eligibility criteria for secondary legal aid were unclear. Frequently, potential beneficiaries were lacking information about the State-guaranteed legal aid, particularly individuals with disabilities, individuals who did not understand or speak the Lithuanian language, and detained persons. KlausytiCPT called upon Lithuania to ensure that the right of access to a lawyer be enjoyed by all persons. CPT recommended that Lithuania ensure the effectiveness of the legal aid system for persons in police custody who were not in a position to pay for a lawyer.

Republic of Moldova

National report
II.
The institutional and normative frameworks for the promotion and protection of human

A.
National normative framework on human rights

B.
The institutional framework for promotion and protection of human rights 

12.
Within the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova there is a Standing Parliamentary Committee for Human Rights and Interethnic Relations in the. Among its primary objectives represents the f human rights aspects, national minorities and cults problems,   citizenship, providing legal regulation on migration; granting equal opportunities for women and men; protecting foreign communities, victims of political repression and refugees.

13.
At the national level several bodies and institutions were established to protect human rights, including:

...
· TheGovernmental Council for the Problems of Persons with Disabilities;
· ...
J.
Non-discrimination

Protection of persons with disabilities 

98.
In 2010, the Republic of Moldova ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In this context and in order to implement the revised European Social Charter, the social inclusion of persons with disabilities represents one of the priorities of central and local public authorities, the civil society. Accordingly, the Strategy of social inclusion of persons with disabilities (2010–2013) was developed and approved. The Strategy defines the reform of the state policy in this area and includes guidelines for activities in the field of harmonising the system of social protection of disabled persons with EU standards and provisions of the Convention.

99.
The Government has approved a number of concepts for social services, including "Protected home" and "Community House". These services provide placement in a home for adults with mild mental disabilities with full legal capacity, lacking or needing improvement of housing and living conditions, with periodical support, are able to lead an independent life in the community or providing people with mental disabilities, who require continuing assurance of the minimum subsistence, protection, care and assistance, so that they could develop and be included in the community.

100.
Although this is a matter to which special attention is paid, the social inclusion of children with disabilities is a difficult one because of the limited physical access to kindergartens, schools, institutions of higher education and other public institutions, which hampers the right of these persons to training and participation in the socio-cultural life of the society, which then has a negative impact on their employment opportunities and social life.

IV.
National priorities and initiatives

...

To implement the Strategy for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (2010–2013);

...

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

D.
 Policy measures

13.
UNCT noted the National Human Rights Action Plan for 2004–2008 and the specific sector plans and strategies that existed in a number of areas, including concerning persons with disabilities, Roma and gender equality.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

27.
CRC was concerned that the principle of non-discrimination was not fully respected in practice and that children from socially disadvantaged families, children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS or children belonging to a different ethnic group or holding different religious views might face discrimination.

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

33.
CESCR recommended that the Government incorporate into law the abolition of violent and discriminatory practices against people with disabilities in the medical setting, including the deprivation of liberty, the use of restraints and the enforced administration of intrusive and irreversible treatments.

4.
Right to privacy and family life
61.
UNCT reported that children with disabilities continued to account for over half of the population of institutionalized children, and that services to reintegrate those children into families, schools and communities were lacking. UNCT noted insufficient progress in the efforts to reintegrate children with disabilities into family environments. CESCR recommended that the Government ensure the full implementation of the reform of the residential care system for children, focusing especially on the re-integration of children with disabilities.

6.
Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

68.
CESCR was concerned about the high level of unemployment and about the large proportion of the population employed in the informal sector. It recommended that the Government reduce the unemployment rate, with a special focus on Roma, persons with disabilities, persons released from penitentiary institutions, and women, in particular those who lived in rural areas.

8.
Right to education

80.
CESCR was concerned that children with disabilities often did not attend mainstream schools. UNCT made similar observations

Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

18.
The Center for Legal Assistance for Persons with Disabilities (CLAPD) indicated that persons with disabilities were excluded from social life. The Association for the Support of Children with Convulsive Syndrome (ASCCS) reported on the stigmatization of children with convulsive syndrome, epilepsy and their segregation and exclusion from social life.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

6.
 Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

60.
JS2 noted that employment was almost unattainable for most people with disabilities. The legislation  requiring employers to reserve at least 5 percent of work places for persons with disabilities had not been enforced. Furthemore, CLAPD stated that there was no coherent social policy on inclusion of persons with disabilities into the workforce.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
63.
CLAPD stated that pensions and social protection were insufficient for persons with disabilities. JS1 noted that social services did not reach to all children with disabilities and their families in need.

8.
Right to education
75.
JS1 reported that  children with disabilities were  generally studied  in segregated educational settings, which offered reduced opportunities for the rehabilitation of these children. The access of these children to mainstream education was limited by the lack of comprehensive policies on inclusive education and the practical mechanisms for their integration in mainstream educational institutions. JS1 and JS3  recommended that the Government adopt the concept of Inclusive Education.

Syrian Arab Republic

National report - not available
Compilation of UN information - not available

Summary of stakeholders' information - no references

Swaziland

National report
II.
Background: Normative and institutional framework

D.
Scope of international obligations

23.
On 25 September 2007 Swaziland signed the Convention on the Rights of People with disabilities.  The Constitution requires ratification of international agreements by a resolution of at least two third of the members of Parliament in a joint sitting.  The CRPD has been tabled before Parliament for ratification.

III.
Promotion and protection of human rights

D.
People living with disabilities

47.
The Disability Profile of 2011 which was taken from the 2007 census data estimates, states that persons living with disabilities constitute 17% of the population.  The prevalence of disability increases with age and is higher in rural areas than it is in urban areas.  The common types of disabilities are visual impairment, hearing disabilities, multiple disabilities, mental, speech and physical disabilities. Government has undertaken a situational analysis on children and young persons, and is in the process of drafting a national disability policy.

48.
The Ministry of Education has made provision for Special Pupils to access Basic Education by implementing an Inclusive Education (IE) policy in all schools. School structures are being modified to enable disabled children to access education without obvious barriers. There are specialized schools for the deaf.  For the visually impaired programmes include provision of Braille text books, Braille machines and the establishment of two resource centers for special needs children where teachers and pupils will access teaching and learning materials.
49.
There is a Public Assistance Fund (PAF) which provides, amongst others, wheelchairs and ad hoc cash grants.  However due to financial constraints, the PAF is unable to adequately address the needs of the disabled.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

D.
Policy measures

12.
UNCT noted that Government policies promoting human rights included the National Gender Policy (2010), the National Children’s Policy (2009), the Social Development Policy, the National Health Policy (2007), the Education Policy, the National Strategic Framework on HIV/AIDS and the Labour Inspection Policy. The Disability Policy, Food for Work Policy and the Land Policy to promote the enabling environment for a human rights-based development agenda were still pending.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

20.
In 2006, CRC welcomed the fact that the Constitution had addressed the issue of non‑discrimination, in particular with regard to persons born out of wedlock. Nevertheless, it was concerned that national legislation was inconsistent with the non-discrimination provisions of the Convention. It was also concerned that de facto societal discrimination persists against vulnerable groups of children, including children with disabilities, street children, children living in rural areas, children born out of wedlock, orphans and children living in foster care and children affected or infected by HIV/AIDS. CRC was also deeply concerned at the situation of girls, in particular adolescent girls who suffer marginalization and gender stereotyping, compromising their educational opportunities and who are more vulnerable to sexual violence, abuse and HIV/AIDS. CRC inter alia recommended that Swaziland prioritize and target social services for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups and pay special attention to the situation of girls through education campaigns, participation, support and protection.

21.
CRC noted with concern that equal opportunities for children with disabilities were jeopardized, e.g. by their limited access to health, education, sporting facilities and the physical environment, and that social stigma, fears and misconceptions surrounding disabilities remained strong in society. CRC was further concerned that children were doubly disadvantaged if they lived in rural and remote areas.
Summary of stakeholders' information - no references

Togo

National report
III.
Promotion et protection des droits de l’homme

C.
Droits catégoriels

3.
Droits des personnes âgées et des personnes handicapées

85.
L’article 33 de la constitution fait obligation à l’Etat de prendre des mesures en faveur des personnes handicapées et des personnes âgées susceptibles de les mettre à l’abri des injustices sociales.

86.
Une direction centrale des personnes âgées érigée au MASSN mène des actions de sensibilisation et d’information à l’endroit des personnes âgées, élabore des projets visant l’amélioration de leurs conditions de vie et crée des cadres de réjouissance à leur profit notamment la construction d’un centre et l’élaboration d’une politique nationale pour personnes âgées.

87.
 Quant aux personnes handicapées, la  loi n° 2004-005 du 23 avril 2004 relative à la protection sociale des personnes handicapées en cours de révision pour l’harmoniser avec la convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées ratifiée le 11 janvier 2011 exprime la politique du gouvernement à leur égard.

88.
Il existe également une politique nationale de réadaptation des personnes handicapées, un programme de réadaptation à base communautaire et un programme national de lutte contre la cécité.

89.
Un centre national d’appareillage orthopédique, cinq antennes régionales, deux centres de formation professionnelle sont créés. Les centres d’éducation pour non voyants,  enfants malentendants et  enfants déficients mentaux sont  privés. Toutefois l’Etat leur accorde annuellement des subventions.  Il en est de même de la fédération togolaise des associations des personnes handicapées.

90.
Par ailleurs, la thématique de la protection de l’enfant et celle du handicap sont introduites dans les curricula de formation à l’école nationale de formation sociale et à celle des auxiliaires médicaux. Malgré l’existence d’un cadre juridique protecteur des personnes handicapées, ces dernières restent confrontées à certaines difficultés: accès limité à l’éducation notamment pour les enfants handicapés mentaux et sensoriels (ils n’ont pas accès à l’école ordinaire); inaccessibilité des infrastructures et édifices publics (absence de rampe dans les écoles et des lieux publics tel les centres de santé); difficulté d’accès à l’emploi (public et privé); conditions d’exercice des activités professionnelles difficiles; non prise en compte de la santé de reproduction de la femme handicapée   dans la formation du personnel de la santé.

B.
Difficultés et contraintes 

107.

(e)
droits catégoriels: insuffisance des structures pour les orphelins et enfants vulnérables; faible taux d’enregistrement des naissances en particulier en milieu rural; insuffisance de vulgarisation des textes législatifs et faible disponibilité des ressources; fort taux d’analphabétisme; faible taux de représentation des femmes dans les instances de prise de décision; pesanteurs socioculturelles et poids de la tradition; persistance des violences faites aux femmes, aux enfants et exploitation des filles domestiques; non prise en compte de la santé de reproduction de la femme handicapée dans la formation du personnel de la santé; accès limité à l’éducation, inaccessibilité des infrastructures et édifices publics; difficulté d’accès à l’emploi pour les personnes handicapées.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

25.
CRC noted with concern that societal discrimination persisted against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls and children with disabilities. It expressed concern about continuing discrimination against girls with respect to access to education, employment and inheritance. It urged Togo to undertake an in-depth review of its legislation, including the Individuals and Family Code and the Nationality Code of 1998, in order to fully guarantee the application of the principle of non-discrimination, and to adopt a comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.  En 2011, l’UNICEF a indiqué que malgré la signature en 2008 de la Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées, les enfants handicapés au Togo continuaient de faire face à une forte exclusion, tant au niveau de la famille que de la communauté. CRC was concerned that only very few children with disabilities have access to education and employment services.

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

34.
CRC was deeply concerned about reports of killing, in certain areas, of children born with disabilities, malformations, skin discoloration (albinos), as well as of children born with teeth, or from mothers who died during delivery.  It urged Togo to prevent the occurrence of such killings, to prosecute those responsible and to raise awareness among the population of the need to eradicate such practices.

V.
Capacity-building and technical assistance

79.
CRC recommended that Togo seek further assistance concerning children with disabilities from UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO); concerning HIV/AIDS from, UNICEF, WHO and UNAIDS and concerning juvenile justice from OHCHR and UNICEF.
Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

12.
La CNDH a noté que, malgré l’existence d’un cadre juridique de protection des personnes handicapées, ces dernières restent confrontées à certaines difficultés notamment, l’accès limité à l’éducation; l’inaccessibilité de la plupart des structures publiques aux handicapés moteurs; et l’insuffisance de structures de prise en charge des handicapés mentaux. La CNDH a recommandé au Togo de faciliter l’accès des personnes handicapées à l’éducation et à l’emploi.

8.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

60.
IIMA a constaté avec préoccupation que 69 pour cent de la population togolaise vivait en dessous du seuil de pauvreté, avec une incidence très élevée en milieu rural. OSC a rapporté qu’environ 82 pour cent des personnes handicapées vivaient en dessous du seuil de pauvreté.

9.
Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

70.
OSC a indiqué que les enfants handicapés éprouvaient des difficultés d’accès au bâtiment scolaire et au matériel de travail et que les enfants handicapés auditifs et visuels n’avaient pas de structures éducatives appropriées. IIMA a fourni des informations similaires en ajoutant les croyances qui font que les parents sont réticents à scolariser leurs enfants handicapés.

Thailand

National report
III.
Promotion and protection of human rights
C.
International human rights instruments to which Thailand is a party

18.
Thailand is currently Party to 7 core international human rights instruments, namely: (1) the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); (2) the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR); (3) the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and its Optional Protocol; (4) the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its two Optional Protocols on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; (5) the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD); (6) the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT); and (7) the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Thailand is also Party to the 4 Geneva Conventions of 1949. Most recently, Thailand has become a Party to the United Nations Convention against Corruption on 31 March 2011.

D.
Commitments under the international human rights instruments

2.
Economic, social and cultural rights

Right to work

47.
The Government has extended social security coverage under the 1990 Social Security Act to approximately 24 million workers in the informal sector. Those who enter the social security system voluntarily must contribute financially, alongside the Government’s contribution, to receive benefits in cases of disability, death, sickness as well as old age. Thailand has enacted a law to protect workers in the agricultural sector, and has extended protection for home workers through the enforcement of the Act on the Protection of Home Workers of 2010. A draft regulation on the protection of domestic workers is under consideration. Workers outside the labour system such as taxi and motorcycle taxi drivers and street vendors will be assisted through low interest loans to reduce their cost of living.

Right to education

54.
Children with disabilities are entitled to free education from birth up to undergraduate level with due regard to their special needs. Special education centres in every province provide support for children with disabilities from birth, with a view to enhancing their quality of life and enabling them to co-educate with other children.

57.
Although aneducation for all policyis being implemented, challenges still exist in terms of the quality of education and ensuring equal access. Further efforts are needed to improve the quality of education and teachers, including expanding education opportunities for poor children and those living in remote areas by promoting schools within local communities. Children not in the education system or who drop out from schools will be assisted to further their education. Children with disabilities need further support so that they can co-educate with other children without being discriminated against. The 15-year free education programme needs to be strengthened to ensure that children do receive education free of charge without any costs.

3.
The rights of specific groups

Rights of the child 

62.
The Government attaches special attention to early childhood, and has set up a national committee on early childhood development, chaired by the Prime Minister, to move forward implementation of the Long-Term Policy and Strategy for Early Childhood Development (2007–2016). This focuses on appropriate development for children from 0–5 years of age by providing welfare for mothers and their children in terms of nutrition, healthcare and early childhood development centres.  Special care is also given to children with disabilities.

Rights of women

74.
Violence against women remains a challenging issue. Various laws have been amended and developed to address this problem. Measures have been adopted which include: a nation-wide campaign to stop violence against women; the setting up of the One-Stop Crisis Centre (OSCC), a multidisciplinary unit based in hospitals; and emergency hotlines and shelters to assist and rehabilitate victims of violence. Other measures are: the setting up of investigation rooms specifically for women in police stations; the use of policewomen in the investigation process; and the setting up of special court rooms for abused women. As women with disabilities are among the most vulnerable to violence, a specific plan for the development of women with disabilities has been drafted to help empower them.

Rights of persons with disabilities 

78.
The Thai Constitution guarantees the equality of all persons before the law, and prohibits unjust discrimination against a person because of his or her disability. It also guarantees the right of persons with disabilities to access welfare, public services and appropriate assistance from the Government.

79.
Thailand has developed various laws to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and enhance their access to public facilities and services. The Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act of 2007 and the Persons with Disabilities Education Act of 2008 serve as comprehensive rights-based laws for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.  The National Plan on Quality of Life Development of Persons with Disabilities serves as guidance in carrying out the work of all agencies. The National Committee for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, chaired by the Prime Minister, drives the implementation of the Plan. A sub-committee has been set up in every province of the country to implement policies and enhance the protection for persons with disabilities at the local level.

80.
Among policy initiatives are: provision of a “Disabilities Allowance” of 500 Baht per month to all registered persons with disabilities; the Regulation on the Employment of Persons with Disabilities, which requires public and private organizations to hire persons with disabilities at a ratio of 1 disabled person to every 100 employees; provision of sign language service to facilitate access to various services; legal and other assistance; promotion of disability-friendly facilities; tax benefits; and ICT services which enhance access to information for persons with disabilities.

81.
Social protection mechanisms for persons with disabilities have also been implemented in various forms. Projects such as the Fund for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, the Community Learning Centres, the Community–Based Rehabilitation Programmes, the Independent Living Centres and the White Canes Project have been initiated to assist persons with disabilities to live independently and to become more involved in community activities. These initiatives have been strengthened by the participation of various stakeholders with disabilities, in line with the fundamental concept of disability-inclusive development.

82.
Despite the progress achieved, there is a need to increase social awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities, who need to be assisted in accessing rights and welfare in accordance with the law and provided equal opportunities in education and employment. The lack of disability-friendly facilities in public places and the inaccessibility of facilities and services are practical challenges that require greater attention.

V.
National priorities and commitments

126.
Accelerating reform of the power structure through decentralization of administrative power to the localities, communities and the people, in line with the Constitution, in order to strengthen human rights protection at the local level. Ensuring the protection of human rights, particularly the rights of women, children, persons with disabilities and the elderly, including community rights, through inclusion in work plans at the local level, and involving the public in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of the policies and plans that affect their lives in the community.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

15.
In 2006, CRC expressed concern about the persistence of discrimination against the child, particularly with respect to the girl child, children of indigenous, and religious or ethnic minority communities, children of refugees and asylum-seekers, children of migrant workers, street children, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, and children living in poverty.  UNCT noted that, despite ongoing efforts to protect children from violence, children across the country, particularly the children of ethnic and religious minorities, of migrant families and of the population who remained below the poverty line continued to face violations, such as sexual exploitation and abuse, detention as a first response, child labour, trafficking, corporal punishment, unnecessary institutionalization and violence in their homes, schools and community.

6. 
Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

40.
UNCT highlighted the ILO Committee of Experts reference to the need to prioritize employment generation within the framework of a coherent economic and social policy. It further highlighted the need for specific initiatives with respect to vulnerable groups, including people with disabilities and migrant workers, and the need to implement appropriate measures to prevent abuse in the recruitment and exploitation of migrant workers.

8.
Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

46.
UNCT noted that ensuring the right to an education for children with disabilities needed further emphasis. In principle, Government regulations allowed migrant and/or stateless children to go to school, but in reality the education system did not provide adequate support to schools to this end. In 2006, CRC also recommended that Thailand continue efforts to provide indigenous and minority children with equal access to quality education, which respects their distinct cultural patterns and uses local indigenous and minority languages; and expand the availability and improve the quality of vocational training.

Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

19.
JS7 observed that disability-based discrimination was more prevalent in education, employment, housing, transport, cultural life, and access to public places and services. JS 10 recommended that Thailand honour the human rights of the disabled in accordance with CRPD.

Tajikistan

National report (available in Russian only)
IV.
Трудности и достижения на местах


A.
Равенство и не дискриминация [Equality and nondiscrimination]

61.
С целью вовлечения гражданского общества в процесс предоставления социальных услуг и социальной защиты населения реализован комплекс мер по внедрению новых форм оказания социальных услуг. При содействии Европейского союза в период с 2007–2010 годы созданы и действуют 8 центров дневного пребывания: 4 для детей с ограниченными возможностями; 4 для пожилых и лиц с ограниченными возможностями – инвалидами.

[The government created 4 new day care centers for persons with disabilities]

64.
С целью определения правовых, экономических и организационных основ обеспечения социальной защиты инвалидов и создания им равных возможностей для жизнедеятельности и интеграции в общество, 3 мая 2010 года принят новый Закон «О социальной защите инвалидов». Настоящий Закон вступил в законную силу с 29 декабря 2010 года.
[There is a new law on social protection of persons with disabilities which came into force 29 Dec 2010.]

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

20.
CRC remained concerned at discriminatory attitudes and discrimination against children with disabilities.

4.
Right to privacy, marriage and family life

48.
CRC regretted that the institutionalization of children with disabilities remained a common practice. UNCT noted that community-based and family-based care services for children with disabilities were limited.
Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework


A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
Amnesty International (AI) and Joint Submission 1 (JS1) recommended that Tajikistan ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Joint Submission 4 (JS4) recommended that Tajikistan ratify the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Joint Submission 2 (JS2) recommended that Tajikistan ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. 
Equality and nondiscrimination

15.
JS2 reported on persistent discrimination against persons with disabilities in terms of employment opportunities, career development, access to education, medical and legal assistance, and other benefits. Furthermore, women with disabilities were subject to more serious discrimination by the society and in their families, especially in rural areas. JS2 stated that girls with disabilities were isolated by their parents and were not allowed to attend special schools or secondary schools and they were subject of psychological pressure. JS2 recommended that Tajikistan develop and adopt a new set of criteria for defining disability in the national legislation in compliance with international standards and adopt measures raising the level of awareness of the population in order to eliminate stigma and discrimination against people with disabilities.

7.
Right to education
78.
JS2 reported that the right to education of children with disabilities was violated, as they either received poor quality education at home or faced challenges owing the lack of accessibility of buildings when they attend educational institutions. JS2 recommended that Tajikistan continue implementing a program of inclusive education.

Timor-Leste

National report
III.
Legal and institutional framework

B.
Constitutional guarantees of rights and freedoms

16.
Timor-Leste is defining a national policy to implement rights for persons with disabilities, in order to assume the commitments by which it will soon be bound, when the country ratifies the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The National Policy for Mental Health and Community-Based Rehabilitation Strategy has already been adopted.
19.
The Secretary of State for the Promotion of Equality (SEPI) focuses on the issues of promoting gender equality, while the Ministry of Social Solidarity is responsible for the protection and promotion of the rights of risk groups, including children, persons with disabilities, the elderly and widows and widowers.

C.
Legal System

23.
In relation to the legislation directly relevant for human rights, the following elements of the current legal order may be highlighted: the Special Regime within Criminal Procedure for Cases of Terrorism and Violent or Highly Organized Crime (2006), the Basic Law on Education (2008), the Law against Domestic Violence (2010), the disciplinary rules of the national police force (PNTL) and of the defence forces (F-FDTL) (2004 and 2006), the Law on Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration (2006), the Criminal Code (2009), the Code of Criminal Procedure (2005), the Witness Protection Law (2009), and the Elderly and Disabled Persons Allowance (2008), amongst others. Some legislation are currently in draft form or awaiting approval: the Special Regime for the Definition of Real Estate Ownership (Land Law), the Children’s Code, the Legal Regime for Adoption, the Labour Code, the Civil Code, the Law on Human Trafficking, the Law on the Guardianship of Minors and the Law on Access to the Courts, amongst others.

IV.
Achievements and challenges in the protection and promotion of human rights

O.
Protection in situations of vulnerability

113.
Since 2008 the State has been granting subsidies to citizens with disabilities or those over the age of 60. While the number of beneficiaries in the first year of the programme was 71,703, in 2011 this figure had reached 89,215. The initial amount of the subsidy was 20 USD, increasing to 30 USD. Although the amount of the pension is relatively small, the economic and social impact is significant for the beneficiaries. Indirectly, the pensions lead to an increase in the circulation of currency in the community, and represent a significant additional resource for the local economy, having therefore a multiplying effect.

114.
Besides awarding direct assistance in the form of regular subsidies, food and sporting equipment to Timorese with disabilities, the State also guarantees indirect assistance via financial support to the 10 NGOs (350,000 USD) that provide a range of assistance to individuals with disabilities, including physical therapy, prostheses, schools for the deaf-mute, the manufacture of wheelchairs and special bicycles, social housing, sports and training in different professions. The Government also supports the Paralympic Committee in order to guarantee the participation of Timorese athletes in international competitions.
115.
The State guarantees support to combatants and martyrs of the national liberation movement (Art. 11(3) CRDTL). A total of 76,063 combatants and martyrs were registered, 12,540 of whom were entitled to a pension.Between 2008 and 2010, 9,644 received pensions. Elderly combatants, disabled persons, and also surviving spouses, orphans and family of the martyrs, are entitled to various contributions.

V.
Main national priorities

120.
By means of rights awareness-raising campaigns and integration of human rights in the educational curricula, Timor-Leste seeks to create a more egalitarian society, without discrimination, with a particular emphasis on the inclusion of persons with disabilities.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

22.
In 2011, UNCT highlighted the fact that persons with disabilities still faced challenges and discrimination in exercising their rights to health, education, information, political participation, and justice, among others. Of particular concern were documented cases of persons with mental illness held in permanent or long-term restraints in inhumane conditions by families or members of the community. No government facility existed for long-term care of persons with mental illness.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

58.
CRC was also concerned about persisting factors that perpetuate high rates of child disability, including poor maternal health standards and isolation from formal health services. It regretted that children with disabilities were frequently excluded from mainstream education and community life. CRC recommended inter alia that Timor-Leste provide children with disabilities with access to adequate and standardized social and health services.
Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework


A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
Joint Submission by the Office of the Provedor for Human Rights and Justice and Civil Society Organizations in Timor-Leste (JS2) noted that Timor-Leste has not ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

2.
…Joint Submission by IIMA (Istituto Internazionale Maria Ausiliatrice), VIDES International (International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education, Development), Franciscans International and FMSI (Marist International Solidarity Foundation) (JS3) and JS1 recommended that the Government ratify theConvention on the Rights of People with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

12.
JS1 and JS2 expressed concern regarding discrimination against persons including children with disabilities. JS2 recommended that Timor-Leste combat discrimination against people with disabilities and adopt provisions from the United Nations conventions regarding the protection of people with disabilities into national policies and legislation.

7.
Right to education

46.
JS1 noted the Government’s commitment to enabling free and compulsory education in primary and secondary schools (from grades 1 to 9), including the Ministry of Education’s Strategic Plan 2011-30 with s target of 88 per cent of enrolment  in basic education by 2015. JS1 noted however that approximately 23 per cent of children never enroll in schools while 50 per cent of those enrolled drop out by grade three. Children in remote areas, especially girls and children with disabilities are less likely to complete primary school.

50.
In regards to quality education, JS3 noted that poor physical infrastructure of schools, shortage of teaching material, and low qualifications of teachers negatively impact the quality of education. JS2 noted that the situation is similar at the National University in Timor-Leste. Other concerns were overcrowded class rooms and that the children’s ages in the classes considerably varied. JS3 indicated that one further challenge is the language of instruction, Portuguese, as not all teachers can speak it which affects the students and their ability to learn. JS3 recommended that the Government: (a) fully implement article 28 of CRC, which establishes the obligation to make primary education compulsory and available free to all; (b) overcome the stigmatization of the poorest, orphans and children with disabilities, and to ensure their equal access to education; (c) build new schools and modernize existing infrastructures; provide (d) economic subsidies for families of the poorest children; (e) training for teachers to ensure a quality education; and (f) a free nutritious lunch for all children attending primary school. JS1 and JS3 recommended that the Government implement its Strategic Plan target for pre-primary education and have at least 50 per cent of children between three and five years-old enrolled and receiving quality pre-school education by 2015.

Trinidad and Tobago

National report
I.
Methodology

2.
Trinidad and Tobago has a very active and diverse civil society and NGO community. While traditional international NGOs such as the Red Cross Society, the Young Men’s Christian Association and the Family Planning Association address a varied array of human rights issues, the majority of NGOs in Trinidad and Tobago tend to be focused on a specific topic, such as, either, advancement of women, rights of the child, domestic violence, persons with disabilities, unemployment relief, abuse in all its forms or HIV/AIDS.

IV.
Promotion and protection of human rights

B.
International covenant on economic, social and cultural rights

5.
Rights of persons with disabilities

71.
Legal protection of the rights of persons with disabilities derives from the Constitution and the Equal Opportunity Act, 2000. A Disability Affairs Unit within the Ministry of the People and Social Development and a National Coordinating Committee on Disability are in operation.  The Government is currently considering the Draft National Policy on Persons with Disabilities, as well as, a draft Disabilities Bill.

72.
The State has adopted a broad programme, among other things, to operationalise the access rights of the differently-abled and to ensure their safety and independence. This followed a landmark ruling in 2007 which declared that the State had violated the fundamental human right of the disabled community to access Government offices.  In August 2010, an elevator was installed at a walkover above a major highway in northern Trinidad, facilitating access by an estimated 75 differently-abled persons representing approximately 5% of the average daily pedestrian traffic.  Several sidewalks have been modified to permit access by both wheelchair users and visually impaired persons.  Buzzers have been installed at all traffic signals to assist visually impaired persons in crossing the roadways.  Furthermore, the Government provides financial assistance in the form of a grant of TT$5,000 to purchase aids and assistance devices, such as, for example, wheelchairs.  The Public Transport Service Corporation provides a dial-a-ride service to transport differently-abled persons to work, to school, to Government offices and to the supermarket.

73.
The Ministry of Labour and Small and Micro Enterprise Development has launched a comprehensive programme to promote and encourage the integration of persons with disabilities into the labour market in both the public and private sectors. A pilot project in the Public Service is now in operation facilitating the employment of 30 differently-abled persons.

8.
Delivery of social services

Direct Effect Initiative, this is an actual walk about in communities throughout the country where the Ministry goes to homes of individuals who may be homebound due to disability or age. An assessment is done of services needed and same are provided to such persons.

C.
Convention on the elimination of racial discrimination

82.
The Government is committed to building a nation that draws strength from its ethnic and cultural diversity.  While the Constitution guarantees each citizen the fundamental rights and freedoms recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the passage of the Equal Opportunity Act, 2000 was a milestone in combating racial and religious discrimination.  The Act prohibits discrimination in employment, education, housing and the provision of goods and services, regardless of ethnicity, religious affiliation, gender, origin or disability status.

V.
Achievements and best practices

106.
Disability

· State grant of TT$5,000 towards the purchase of aids and assistance devices such as wheelchairs and assistive technologies;

· Provision to differently-abled persons of a dial-a-ride service for transportation to work, school, to Government agencies that offer services to the public, and to the supermarket.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into 


account applicable international humanitarian law
1.
Equality and non-discrimination

21.
In 2006, CRC was concerned about the high prevalence of mental and physical disabilities among children in Trinidad and Tobago. CRC also noted with concern that service provisions for children with disabilities in Trinidad and Tobago were heavily reliant on non-governmental organizations. CRC recommended that Trinidad and Tobago allocate adequate resources to strengthen services for children with disabilities, support their families, train professionals in the field and encourage the inclusion of children with disabilities into the regular educational system and their integration into society. CESCR was also concerned about the lack of facilities for persons with disabilities.
V.
Capacity-building and technical assistance

65.
CRC recommended that Trinidad and Tobago seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF for the implementation of the National Plan of Action for Children; UNICEF and OHCHR in order to establish an independent national human rights institution; UNICEF and WHO to further prevent child abuse and neglect and concerning children with disabilities.
Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

13.
GIEACPC reported that corporal punishment of children was lawful in the home, in public and private schools, in the penal system and in alternative care settings.

14.
GIEACPC stated that corporal punishment is lawful in the home and that the Children Act (1925) confirms “the right of any parent, teacher, or other person having the lawful control or charge of a child or young person to administer reasonable punishment to such child or young person”. GIEACPC also indicated that corporal punishment of children is lawful in public and private schools under the same article of the Children Act. It is prohibited in the Children (Amendment) Act 2000, but as of January 2011 this act had not come into force. The Education Act 1996 makes no reference to corporal punishment.

15.
GIEACPC added that within the penal system, corporal punishment had not yet been completely abolished as a sentence for crimes. The Miscellaneous Provisions (Children) Act (2000) prohibited corporal punishment as a sentence for persons under 18, but did not repeal all laws which allow persons under 18 to be sentenced to corporal punishment. Additionally, the Children Act provides for a child or young person found guilty of an offence to be ordered to be whipped. This provision is also be repealed by the Children (Amendment) Act 2000 (article 24), but, as stated, as of January 2011 this Act was not in force. Furthermore, the Larceny Act 1919 provides for boys under 16 to be liable to corporal punishment.

16.
Furthermore, GIEACPC indicated that corporal punishment was lawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. The Young Offenders (Male) Detention Regulations, pursuant to the Young Offenders Detention Act (1926), authorise corporal punishment with a rod to be ordered in detention institutions by the Inspector, Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner of Prisons, up to 18 strokes, 14 strokes and 9 strokes respectively.

17.
It was also noted that under the Children Act, children convicted of offences may be sent to a certified industrial school or a certified orphanage, where corporal punishment is lawful under article 22 of the Children Act. Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings under the Children Act. GIEACPC expressed the hope that the Review will highlight the importance of prohibiting all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including in the home and all forms of alternative care, and urged the Government to enact legislation to achieve this as a matter of priority.

United Republic of Tanzania

National report
III.
Normative (legal) and institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights in Tanzania

A.
Normative framework

2.
The Constitution of Zanzibar of 1984

8.
Apart from the legal framework provided under the two Constitutions, there are other laws specifically aimed at protecting human rights Annexture on National Law. The national normative framework in which human rights are protected consists also of the ratified international human rights instruments by Tanzania. These include; the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966, Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights 1966, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 1965, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1985, Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990 and its two Optional Protocols and the Convention on the Rights of the People with Disabilities, 2007 and its Optional Protocol. Applicable international humanitarian law include; the Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 , the two 1977 Optional protocols and the Optional protocol to the CRC on Involvement of children in armed conflict.

IV.
Implementation of international human rights obligations in Tanzania, promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
The right to equality and non discrimination

18.
Both Constitutions guarantee equality of all people to the enjoyment of human rights and expressly prohibits  discrimination on the basis of Gender, disability, nationality, tribe, place of origin, political opinion, colour, religion, sex, station in life or other status. The principle of non discrimination is reflected in various legislation, Policies and programmes. Achievements in this area include; the increase of women judges in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar. Currently, there are 5 women judges out of 15 in the Court of Appeal, 26 women Judges out of 61 Judges of the High Court and 2 women Judges out of 7 in the High Court of Zanzibar. This trend features also in other decision making positions. For the first time, a female Speaker has been elected by the National Assembly. The Ministry of Community Development Gender and Children is carrying out a Gender Parity strategy   which is aimed at increasing the number of women in public leadership positions. 

C.
Rights of persons with disabilities

19.
Tanzania ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2009. Persons with disabilities constitute approximately 9% of the population. The fundamental rights and freedoms contained in the Constitution are applicable to everyone in Tanzania including persons with disabilities.  In 2004 a National Disability Policy with a focus on engagement of persons with disabilities in productive work was adopted. The Persons with Disabilities Act of 2010 makes provisions for the rights of persons with disabilities and other related matters. The Act also provides for the provisions for the establishment of the National Disability Advisory Council.

20.
The Government has continued to implement the National Action Plan on Care Services, Training and Protection for Vulnerable Children. In 2009, vulnerable children were identified in 85 Local Authority Councils compared to 81 in 2008. A total of 746,183 children were identified up to 2009, of which 388,015 were boys and 358,168 were girls. A total of 390 people with disabilities completed vocational and entrepreneurship training program in government colleges in 2009 compared to 305 people in 2008. Similarly, in Zanzibar a Disability Policy was adopted in 2004, recognising disability as a human rights issue and in 2006 “The Persons with Disabilities (Rights and Privileges) Act no. 9 of 2006” was approved. The Plan of Action for the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities 1999-2009, recently extended to 2019, has been signed by Tanzania. There is a National Disability Mainstreaming Strategy for the implementation of the African Decade that has been developed in 2011.
Compilation of UN information


I.
Background and framework

D.
Policy measures

16.UNCT indicated that the 2008 revised Child Development Policy identified a series of key challenges concerning children, especially orphans, children with disabilities, children living in the streets and those engaged in harmful labour. The 2007 revised National Health Policy emphasized equity and human rights perspectives, especially among women, children, elderly and people with chronic diseases.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

24. CRC expressed concern at the fact that discrimination against certain groups of children still exists in legislation as well as in practice, particularly with regard to teenage pregnant girls, children with disabilities, children of asylum-seekers, children infected with and/or affected by HIV/AIDS, and street children. CRC encouraged Tanzania to integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society.

8.
Right to education 

61. UNCT stated that the quality of education remained a concern. More Government attention was needed on a series of issues, particularly children with disabilities. While the Government had developed an Inclusive Education Strategy, immediate efforts should be taken to ensure its implementation and hence increase the inclusion of orphans and other vulnerable children.
Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

10.
While noting the efforts made by Tanzania in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, JS3 referred to the denial of their right to access education, health and other social services and their social exclusion and stigmatisation. JS3 recommended that Tanzania implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act and conduct advocacy campaigns/programmes to make the public aware of rights and special needs of persons with disabilities.

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person

27.
JS2 reported on the incidence of sexual abuse of children in Zanzibar, in both rural and urban areas and affecting both girls and boys. Child victims were stigmatized and adults usually preferred to solve the problem informally instead of officially reporting sexual abuses. JS2 reported on the number of cases dropped by police and the specific difficulties faced by children with disabilities in courts. JS2 made a series of recommendations including the development a comprehensive child protection system by 2013 that ensures access to justice for child victims.

7.
 Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

59.
JS3 mentioned truancy due to child labour, which contributed to poor performance at schools and early school dropout. JS3 reported that children with disabilities did have inadequate facilities to access education despite the provisions in the 2009 Child Act and the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act.

Uganda

National report
II.
Human rights legal regime

A.
National instruments

1.
The Constitution, 1995

20.
The commitment of the Government of Uganda to the attainment of the highest standards of human rights observance at the levels of the applicable legal and institutional set-ups is epitomized in the popularly-debated and adopted, home-grown Constitution of 1995. In its preambular provisions, the mood and tempo of this determination is captured thus:

22.
Under Chapter Four, those rights and freedoms and protection that an individual or group of individuals is guaranteed under the law are laid down. These include, among others:

· ...

· Rights of persons with disabilities (Article 35);

· ...

2.
Significant national legislation enacted

25.
Some enacted national legislation domesticate and or derive their content from different Regional and International Human Rights Instruments, namely:

...

· Persons with Disabilities Act, 2006 – domesticates the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities.

· Land Act, Cap 227 – Provides for the rights of women, children or persons with disabilities regarding any decision taken in respect of land held under customary tenure. Since the customs, traditions and practices of the community concerned are to be followed, they must not deny women, children and persons with disabilities access to ownership, occupation or use of land.

...

C.
International instruments

27.
The International Human Rights Instruments Uganda has ratified (years indicated in bold), include:

· Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (1998)(2006) 

III.
Institutional framework

A.
The legislature

29.
Pursuant to the above mandate, Parliament has enacted several lawsoperationalising the constitutionally-enshrined human rights and freedoms of citizens. Parliament has also established several bodies with powers to monitor, promote and protect human rights. These bodies include: the UHRC; EOC; Anti-Corruption Court; National Council for Children; National Council for Persons with Disabilities; etc.

E.
Equal Opportunities Commission

40.
Pursuant to Article 32 (3) and (4) of the Constitution and Principle VI of the National Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy, the EOC was established to give effect to the State’s constitutional mandate to eliminate discrimination and inequalities against any individual or group of persons on the grounds of race, sex, age, ethnic origin, tribe, birth, creed or religion, health status, social or economic standing, political opinion or disability, and take affirmative action in favour of marginalized groups on the basis of gender, age, disability or any other reason created by history, tradition, or custom for the purpose of redressing imbalances which exist against them; and provide for other related matters. Article 180 (2) (c) enjoins local governments to effectuate the provisions of Article 32.

VI.
Rights of marginalized groups

96.
Article 32 of the Constitution provides for affirmative action in favour of groups marginalized on the basis of gender, age, disability or any other reason created by history, tradition or custom, for the purpose of redressing imbalances which exist against them. The EqualOpportunities Commission Act is intended to promote the elimination of discrimination and marginalization of such individuals and groups. Government has developed a data-base on ethnic minorities stipulating their livelihood, challenges and policy areas for interventions. A Program and an Action Plan on Minorities are also being developed.

B.
Rights of women

99.
Government has adopted the following policies to support gender mainstreaming: National Gender Policy; Equal Opportunities Policy (and its Action Plan); National Policy on Disability and Elderly; National Youth Policy; Employment Policy; National Child Labour Policy; and the National Policy on HIV and World of Work. The National Action Plan on Women was adopted to promote gender mainstreaming in all development plans and programmes. It also promotes affirmative action in political representation at various positions e.g. each of the 112 districts has an elected Woman District Member of Parliament; and girls are added 1.5 points in entry into institutions of higher learning. The National Development Plan also contains specific action plans to mainstream gender issues in all aspects of development.

C.
Rights of people with disabilities

100.
Parliament enacted the People with Disabilities Act, 2006. This Act is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (PWDs). The Act promotes affirmative action for PWDs in: education, access rights, voting rights, right to work, etc. Since 2001, PWDs have been represented in both Parliament and Local Councils. Pursuant to enactment of the Equal Opportunities Commission Act, Government has a Cabinet Minister responsible for PWD issues. The National Council for Disability Act, 2003, establishes the National Disability Council.
101.
Government is also compiling its Initial Report on the UN Convention on the Rights of PWDs. The draft Report will be presented in time as per the applicable UN Treaty Body guidelines. Consultations are on-going with the relevant stakeholders. Challenges still exist over provision of access facilities for PWDs to and within private / commercial properties. Government is also engaging institutions of learning to adopt the use of brailles; and for universities and other higher institutions to use voice-abled computer programmes as learning aides. Government is also conducting sensitization and legal rights’ programmes for the PWDs. There is also a programme on community-based rehabilitation aimed at supporting the PWDs in skills training and capacity building. Uganda hosted the Disability Forum formed during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) of 2007 in Kampala. Government has also put in place the Social Cash Transfer Program to help the elderly access basic education and health care.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

18.
CEDAW was concerned that older women and women with disabilities often suffered from multiple forms of discrimination.

19.
CRC was concerned at the fact that discrimination against certain groups of children existed in practice, particularly with regard to girls, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, refugee children, children affected by and/or infected with HIV/AIDS, former child soldiers and Batwa children.

20.
In 2011, UNCT stated that estimates indicated that 19.8 per cent of Ugandans had some form of disability. Despite constitutional and legal guarantees, discriminatory laws and attitudes existed. CRC also noted with concern that equal opportunities for children with disabilities were jeopardized.

21.
In 2006, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health stated that wide-ranging measures were required to combat all forms of discrimination and stigma associated with neglected diseases.
Summary of stakeholders' information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination
18.
Joint Submission 5 (JS5) stated that persons with disabilities continued to be marginalized in mainstream development and that their rights to access equitable and quality education, health, public infrastructure, information and other community services were not adequately addressed.

19.
UCRNN stated that there was discrimination against some children, such as those with disabilities, those affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, those from minority groups such as the Batwa, as well as Albino children. It recommended that Uganda adopt measures toprevent and prohibit all forms of discrimination against all children; and institute special measures for children with Albinism.

2.
Right to life, liberty and security of the person
32.
JS5 stated that the special nature and needs of the detained persons with disabilities must be recognised. These persons experience unequal access to prison facilities and, in some cases, discrimination.

3.
Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

46.
JS5 reported that, although the Evidence Act recognized the rights of persons with communication disabilities to be competent witnesses, sign language interpreters were not provided during court hearings and during interrogation by the police.

5.
Freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life
57.
While persons with disabilities have a right to participate in civil and political life on an equal basis with any other person, JS5 stated that the Electoral Commission did not have Braille ballot papers for the visually impaired, and persons with mental and intellectual disabilities were not allowed to vote.

7.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

71.
UCRNN expressed concern at the high infant and under five mortality rates, high maternal mortality, low immunization uptake and rampant stunting and wasting due to malnutrition. JS11 stated that sexual and reproductive health information and services for adolescents remain drastically inadequate in Uganda. This contributed to Uganda’s pregnancy rate, which is amongst the highest in the world. JS11 added that unsafe abortion was one of the most easily preventable causes of maternal death and disability. Unsafe abortion also causes grave morbidities, and women may experience long-term harm such as uterine perforation, chronic pelvic pain, or infertility.

74.
JS5 stated that parents and guardians of children with disabilities had limited knowledge and skills in taking care of these children. It recommended funding for home-based care to enable these parents and guardians to acquire the necessary skills.

8.
Right to education

81.
JS5 stated that while Uganda promoted inclusive education, there were no special needs teachers and limited teaching aids which made it difficult for children with disabilities to get quality education. Also, the curriculum did not take into account children with disabilities.

Venezuela

National report (available in Spanish only)
IV.
Principales avances para la protección y promoción de los derechos humanos

C.
Derechos sociales, culturales y ambientales

2.
Derecho a la educación

66.
Entre las políticas y acciones más importantes ejecutadas por el Estado en esta década, para garantizar laigualdad de oportunidades en el acceso a la educación, cuentan: 1. la eliminación del cobro de matrícula en los centros educativos oficiales en todos sus niveles y modalidades hasta el pregrado universitario; 2. la construcción de plantas físicas y mantenimiento de las existentes, así como la atención integral de los educandos, a través de una jornada completa de ocho horas diarias y servicios de asistencia médica y de supervisión alimentaria; 3. una inversión progresiva en la materia que se encontraba por debajo de 3% del PIB antes de 1999, ubicándose para 2011 en más de 6,1 % del PIB, sumando lo que se asigna al MPPE y al Mppeu; 4. el fortalecimiento del programa curricular, con la incorporación de los ejes integradores: ambiente y salud integral, interculturalidad, trabajo liberador, tecnología de la información y la comunicación libre, lenguaje, derechos humanos, cultura de paz y soberanía y defensa integral de la nación; 5. el estímulo hacia los docentes para su actualización y profesionalización, así como la estabilidad en el ejercicio de sus funciones;6. la inclusión de las personas con discapacidad, mediante la creación de infraestructuras y de condiciones que brindan las mismas oportunidades a esta población; 7. la municipalización de la educación universitaria y el reconocimiento de la autonomía universitaria; y 8. el desarrollo de la ciencia y la tecnología, el deporte y la recreación como política de educación y salud pública.

3.
Derecho a la salud

84.
Resaltan además los siguientes logros: 1. la vacunación gratuita de la población, en especial, los niños; 2. la creación de la Misión José Gregorio Hernández, para garantizar el acceso a la salud a las personas con discapacidad, atendiendo a 13.072 personas casa por casa, en un segundo abordaje, a 16.672 personas beneficiadas con equipos y enseres; y 3. la creación de la Misión Milagro desarrollada para atender intervenciones oftalmológicas, con 1.247.125 de operaciones en los últimos cinco años, con un promedio de 249.543 anuales
8.
Acceso al servicio público de transporte masivo
109.
El Metrocable San Agustín, sistema de transporte teleférico, inaugurado en 2010, es el primer transporte masivo de alta tecnología para zonas populares. Cubre una demanda diaria de aproximadamente 15 mil usuarios, beneficiando directamente a 40 mil habitantes de sector de San Agustín, que anteriormente se trasladaban hacia el centro de la ciudad en transporte convencional en mayor tiempo y costo. Son 51 cabinas que proporcionan comodidad y seguridad a los habitantes, incluyendo a las personas con discapacidad.

Compilation of UN information
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

22.
CRC recommended that Venezuela: ensure that all children with disabilities receive education and encourage their inclusion in regular schools; undertake an in-depth study on the prevention of disabilities; and promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups.
Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework

D.
Policy measures

10.
Más de 10 contribuciones reconocieron los avances legislativos y políticas públicas en materia de equidad de género, juventud, personas con discapacidad, y pueblos indígenas.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations 

6.
Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

55.
Alrededor de 302 informes de organizaciones comunales se refirieron a la participación popular, desde la creación de la Ley de Consejos Comunales, y señalaron los beneficios de los proyectos sociales, a través de las Misiones, en  áreas como la salud, educación, vivienda, infraestructura y alimentación, servicios públicos,asistencia social,comunicaciones y tecnología, energía, deporte, cultura, entre otras. Se mencionaron en particular los programas Misión Barrio Adentro, Misión Milagro y Proyecto Madre; la Misión Madres del Barrio; la Misión Simoncito; el programa de vivienda digna SUVI; la Misión Ribas, Robinson, Yo Si Puedo, Sucre y el programa Barrio Adentro Deportivo; programas para el desarrollo rural, la producción y acceso a redes alimenticias a precios populares; los Centros de Comunicación Comunal; la Misión Revolución Energética, la Misión de atención a personas con discapacidad; la Misión Identidad; entre otros.

Zimbabwe

National report
III.
National framework within which human rights are protected

B.
Legislation

· ...

· The Disabled Persons Act [Chapter 17:01] which provides for the welfare and rehabilitation of disabled persons.
· ...
VI.
National policies

B.
Policies and strategies

Education
38.
Universal Access to Primary Education Policy and the implementation of programmes such as the Basic Education Assistance Module (BEAM), Education Transition Fund and Cadetship Scheme to promote access to education for the disadvantaged including persons with disabilities.

VII.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

6.
Elimination of discrimination against vulnerable groups

(a).
People with Disabilities

56.
A legal framework that offers social protection to people living with disabilities is in place. The framework provides for direct budgetary allocation of resources into the Disabled Persons Fund. In an effort to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities, Government formulated a policy on the Equalisation of Employment Opportunities for Disabled Persons in the Public Service, in line with the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalisation of Employment Opportunities for the Disabled Persons of 1993.

57.
In addition the Social Welfare Assistance Act [Chapter 17:06] provides for health and education assistance, maintenance allowances, cash transfers, purchase of assistive technologies, importation of special equipment for the disabled, means tested criteria for assessment of poverty amongst vulnerable groups.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
In its submission, the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) recommended that Zimbabwe ratify relevant international instruments and optional protocols, including: the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, and the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. UNCT also recommended that Zimbabwe accede to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, withdraw reservations to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, and improve compliance with ILO Conventions Nos. 87 and 98 in law and practice. Zimbabwe signed the African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa in October 2009.

B.
Constitutional and legislative framework

3.
UNCT noted that the Government criminalizes human trafficking and smuggling by using different pieces of legislation within the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act of July 2006. UNCT recommended that Zimbabwe ensure that the bill of rights in the new Constitution under development protected all generations of rights, including the rights of women, children, persons with disabilities, internally displaced persons (IDPs), asylum seekers, refugees and migrants. UNCT also recommended that Zimbabwe update national legislation to comply with international obligations and standards, including criminal laws on HIV-related issues, the 1983 Refugees Act and associated legislation, the Immigration Act and applicable regulations, security and media legislation.
Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

3.
ZHRO [Zimbabwe Human Rights Organisations] indicated that no effective steps have been taken to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

5.
Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life

50.
Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) indicated that the Constitution needs to clearly provide the framework for the Election Management Body’s functions, capacity and autonomy. ZHRO noted that no independent Electoral Court exists to deal with election petitions, as the composition of the High Court which seats as the electoral court is highly compromised.  ZHRO recommended that the Constitution unequivocally provides that everyone must respect legitimate results and allow for transfer of power. ZHRO recommended establishing an independent Electoral Court to speedily determine electoral disputes.  ZESN highlighted that Zimbabwe needs an electoral system that is sensitive to issues of gender disparity in key positions of political authority and minority population. Person with disabilities should be able to participate in elections as voters, candidates and election administrators.

8.
Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

58.
FMSI noted that the existence of specialised schools, which are segregated schools for persons with disability, precludes inclusivity. At the same time, very few teachers in ordinary schools have the necessary skills to be able to work with pupils with special education needs.  FMSI recommended, inter alia, to ensure that primary education is free for all children and secondary schools is available; to ensure human rights education; to improve the salaries and conditions of service of teachers; to provide adequate resources that will promote quality education.
