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Andorra

National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/AND/1)

III. Promotion and Protection of human rights:

A. Right to equality and non-discrimination and holders of specific rights (arts. 1, 2 and 7) 
4. Elderly people: 

28…The National Social Care Plan, adopted on 16 June 2008, was drawn up with the collaboration of civic bodies representing various communities (women, children, persons with disabilities and elderly people).

5. Persons with disabilities 
29. In 2002, Andorra adopted the Act Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, a law consistent with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, which it signed on 27 April 2007. On 6 April 1995, the Accessibility Act was adopted, based on the principle that accessibility and the guarantee of access to the 

environment and public spaces were rights which should not be the subject of 

discrimination and that individuals should be afforded real and effective equality and 

freedom. This law was further developed by the Accessibility Regulations of 31 May 1995, which established the Commission for the Promotion of Accessibility. The Act 

Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provided for the creation of a number of mechanisms which guarantee equality in the exercise of rights and responsibilities by disabled people. It provided for the establishment of the National Council of Persons with Disabilities, a consultative and participatory body responsible for follow-up, coordination and collaboration in government decision-making on disability-related issues. The Council is made up of representatives of disabled people’s associations, the Government, local authorities and the Andorran Social Security Fund. Pursuant to article 28, the National Evaluation Commission was set up and began operations on 10 June 2004; it has both technical and public functions as well as competence in the diagnosis and evaluation of dysfunction and disability. Its aim is to provide guidance for and determine access to programmes, services, benefits and other action in favour of persons with disabilities. 

G. The right to work (art. 23) 

3. Persons with disabilities:

68. Chapter 9 of Act No. 8/2003 regulates the provisions required for all disabled persons to enjoy an appropriate level of social security coverage and social protection. Local and national administrations are currently implementing programmes for the empowerment of disabled people. 
UN Compilation Report: N/A
Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/AND/3)
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person 
13. The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children (GIEACPC) noted that corporal punishment is lawful in the home. The Llei qualificada on adoption and other forms of protection of abandoned minors states that the purpose of parental authority is to protect the child’s safety, health and morals, and that parents have a right and duty to care for, watch over, maintain and educate the child (articles 27-28) . The Criminal Code (2005, amended 2008) punishes domestic violence and physical ill-treatment, including physical assault which does not cause injury (articles 114 and 476), but there was no evidence that these provisions are interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing. The qualified law on education (1993), the law regulating the Andorran educational system (1994), the regulations for private teaching centres (1994), the regulations for safety in schools (2000) and the law guaranteeing the rights of the disabled (2002) provide for the respect of freedom and basic rights, including the dignity of the person. In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crimes but it is not explicitly prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions or in alternative care settings. 

Questions submitted in advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.6)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

25. Morocco noted, inter alia, the establishment of a Comprehensive Care Team for women victims of violence; the results of the social national action plan for women, persons with disabilities and the elderly, based on the principles of solidarity and shared responsibility;…

54. The Republic of Moldova expressed its appreciation for the detailed presentation of the national report and congratulated the delegation on Andorra’s systematic and focused approach to human rights, mentioning as examples the initiative to establish objective indicators on specific topics such as childhood, gender, disabilities, immigration and the National Action Plan for Equality.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

84. The following recommendations will be examined by Andorra, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 

Rights Council, in March 2011: 

84.4. Become a party to the…the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto;

84.7. Pursue its commitment to the ratification of international conventions by ratifying fundamental instruments, in particular…the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria); 

84.10. Ratify the International Covenant…the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities,
Back to Top
Bulgaria

State Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/BGR/1)

III. Normative and institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights.
D. Institutions for protection of human rights

6. Commission for Protection against Discrimination  
56. Article 4 of the Act lists 19 grounds of discrimination, viz. gender, race, nationality, ethnic origin, citizenship, origin, religion or belief, education, opinion, political affiliation, personal or public status, disability, age, sexual orientation, marital status, property status and human genome. The list is non-exhaustive because the same article also stipulates that “…any other grounds, established by the law, or by international treaties to which the Republic of Bulgaria is a Party” shall be taken into account. 

IV. Protection and promotion of human rights in practice 
A. Protection against all forms of discrimination  
69. All direct or indirect discrimination on grounds of sex, race, ethnicity, nationality, origin, religion or faith, education, beliefs, political affiliation, personal or public status, disability, age, sexual orientation, family status, property status, or any other grounds provided for by law or international treaties, ratified by the Republic of Bulgaria, shall be prohibited. 

D. Rights of the Child

112. The document sets a clear and categorical objective: closure of all child-care institutions within 15 years following the adoption of the document and prevention of placing and raising children up to 3 years of age in residential care, once the reform is completed. The foremost priority in implementing the document shall be the deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities, placed in special care homes, and of children with disabilities aged over 3, placed in medical and social care homes. The goal will be reached through the adoption of an Action Plan 2010–2020, listing specific measures. 

F. Right to Education

128. The Constitution guarantees to every citizen, the freedom to choose his/her profession and place of work. No one shall be compelled to forced labour. There shall be no direct or indirect discrimination26 on grounds of nationality, origin, sex, sexual orientation, race, skin colour, age, political and religious convictions, membership in trade union and other public organizations and movements, family and material status, mental and physical disabilities. No one shall abuse and misuse these rights and obligations to the detriment of others. No one shall be prosecuted or punished if he/she files a complaint in court seeking defence of their rights against another person, employer or office. 

H. Rights of Patients

140. Patients are liable to health care, irrespective of age, sex, origin, language, ethnic, racial or political affiliation, education, convictions, cultural level, sexual orientation, personal, public or material status, disability and the type and reason of the illness. In 2009 an Executive Agency for medical audit was established to the Minister of Health for monitoring respect and observance of patients’ rights and providing quality medical care - services in accordance with relevant medical standards. 

I. Rights of vulnerable groups (persons with disabilities/elderly people) 

148. In April 2010, the Council of Ministers adopted a two-year plan on the equal oppurtinites of people with disabilities envisaging measures aimed at ensuring accessible environment for them. The measures are to be provided by the ministries of regional development and urbanization, sports, culture, education, youth and sciences, mayors and municipalities as well as non-governmental organizations. These measures are aimed at resolving problems involving access to cultural and sports facilities, schools, and public buildings. The Ministry of Transport shall ensure improved access to railway, air and sea transport. Mayors shall introduce adapted city transport. The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, mayors, municipalities and non-governmental organizations shall open new social services for the people with disabilities. Integrated education of children requiring special educational requirements is currently underway.  

150. Bulgaria’s policy concerning people with disabilities is aimed at improving quality of their life, non- discrimination on the ground of “disability”, ensuring equal opportunities as well as full and active participation in community life.
151. The policy for integration of people with disabilities is in compliance with the 

Strategy for Equal Opportunities for People with Disabilities 2008–2015, adopted by the Council of Ministers in 2007. The Strategy outlines all necessary directions aimed at removing obstacles (psychological, educational, social, cultural, professional, financial and architectural) barring the social inclusion of people with disabilities. The Strategy was adopted in implementation of the relevant Council of Europe recommendations and the good practices of the EU member states. 

152. One of the priorities for integration of people with disabilities is the employment promotion by creating integrated and specialized working environment. The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy implements a National Programme for Employment and Vocational Training of People with Permanent Disabilities. Government’s policies and attention continue to be focused on improving the situation of people with disabilities’ in all fields of public life on the basis of the respective legislation, policies and measures.

153. The aging of population in Bulgaria is a part of the European trend of aging. It is considered to be one of the major challenges for Bulgaria and its society. Some of the administrative and legislative measures taken in order to respond to that challenge are as follows: 

• Another National Programme “Social Services in Family Environment” provides qualified social services to elderly people and people with disabilities in family environment; 

V. Challenges and limitations 

186. For the reasons mentioned above Bulgaria has not yet ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol which it signed in 2007 and 2008 respectively. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/BGR/2)

I. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law  
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
21. CRC was concerned about the persistent discrimination against Roma children, children living in institutions, and children with disabilities, in particular with regard to access to education, health care and housing. CRC recommended that Bulgaria explicitly include specific provisions in its legislation to prohibit discrimination on the ground of disability, including in the Public Education Act. It urged Bulgaria to, inter alia, initiate campaigns aimed at addressing the negative attitude and strengthen its efforts to remove discrimination. 

8. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community  

62. CRC noted Bulgaria’s efforts to better integrate Roma children in mainstream schools, but it remained concerned at the limited success of the efforts.114 UNDP noted that Roma children accounted for more than 50 per cent of students in segregated schools. However, it also noted data indicating a growing inclusion of Roma members in mainstream education over the past couple of years.115 CERD was concerned about the former practice of placing Roma children in special schools reserved for children with disabilities. 

63. In 2009, the Special Rapporteur on the right to education transmitted a communication concerning children with disabilities who received no effective education due to disability-based discrimination. It was reported that a very limited number of children living in Homes for Mentally Disabled Children (HMDC) were enrolled in schools and that mainstream schools were not adapted to accommodate these children’s needs. The educational system allegedly denied these children the right to education and the denial was discriminatory. The Government responded that, inter alia, it has made a concerted effort to implement policies on the issue, and that the situation had improved since 2005.

64. CRC was concerned at the ongoing shortage of resources for the development of educational, social and health services for children with disabilities in their own living environment. It was also concerned that many children with disabilities were still regarded as uneducable, and lived in special boarding schools which did not receive additional resources to assist these children appropriately. CRC recommended that Bulgaria, inter alia, include children with disabilities in the general school system and reduce the number of schools for children with special educational needs to the unavoidable minimum.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/BGR/3)
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground Implementation of international human rights obligations 
3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

27. MDAC stated that persons denied legal capacity have no legal standing before the courts on matters arising from a violation of their rights. This places them in a situation of having their rights taken away and being prohibited from doing anything about it.56 MDAC asserted that when the courts adjudicated on legal capacity matters very often the adult in question was not notified and /or was prevented from presenting evidence or challenging the evidence, denied state-funded legal aid, appellate rights and reasonable accommodation in the judicial system on account of disability.

5. Freedom of movement 
35. MDAC stated that persons placed under guardianship could be removed from their own homes and placed in institutions for the rest of their lives, where they were de facto detained in locked units. These persons had no right to decide independently on their place of residence, and were deprived of access to courts to challenge their institutionalization. MDAC stated that cases have shown that some people with mental disabilities remained institutionalised because families opposed their return, which rendered their right to liberty contingent on the good-will of the family.

8. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 

54. NNC stated that methods for early diagnoses of illnesses in medical facilities – including in the prenatal stage- were outdated. It recommended programmes that would educate medical staff about the modern methods of diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of children with disabilities, and that would also open clinical paths for effective treatment and rehabilitation of children.

55. MDAC stated that in cases of people with mental health disabilities, the Bulgarian psychiatric and social care institutions were heavily criticised for their inhuman conditions and absence of therapeutic care. Institutions were plagued by inappropriate funding mechanisms, lack of community-based services, and low political will and the authorities have failed to provide independent and effective investigations into deaths and ill treatment of people. 

9.  Right to education  
60. MDAC stated that thousands of children with intellectual disabilities were denied their right to education, due to disability-based discrimination. NNC recommended that educational institutions be adapted to meet the needs of children with disabilities. It also recommended that general education schools and kindergartens should be encouraged to admit children with special educational needs and their teachers should be trained to teach these children. 

62. BHC mentioned that despite not having any disabilities, some Roma children were placed in special schools for children with disabilities. ECRI urged Bulgaria to take steps to remove Roma children who are not handicapped from specialised establishments. It recommended taking steps to avoid such placements in future. 

Questions submitted in Advance to Bulgaria
United Kingdom

• Please could you tell us what measures are you taking to improve the situation of children, particularly those under three or with disabilities, within the state childcare system in order to protect their basic rights? 

 • Please can tell us what procedures you use to collect robust statistical data on the ethnicity, sexual orientation and disabilities of people accessing public services, or in public sector employment, or in state social, custodial or medical care?  
Advanced Questions Addendum 2
Netherlands

• Rights of vulnerable groups 
Paragraphs 145 – 153 of the national report give an overview of the recent actions taken to guarantee the rights of vulnerable groups (persons with disabilities/elderly people). In light of the deinstitutionalization process regarding children as mentioned above and in reference to paragraph 153 of the national report, does the Bulgarian government plan to develop deinstitutionalisation policies for other vulnerable groups such as elderly people, psychiatric patients and adults with disabilities, as it did for children? 

• Children with mental disability 
Considering paragraphs 124 and 125 of the national report, which states that 

Bulgarian legislation ensures equal access to education and training of children and pupils with special educational needs, including mentally retarded and disabled children, how will the government of Bulgaria address the problems identified in 2008 by European Committee for Social Rights concerning the access to education for children in institutions for children with a mental disability? How does this relate to the Bulgarian Protection against Discrimination Act as mentioned in paragraph 68 of the national report and the specific right to education and training as mentioned in paragraph 71 of the same report? 

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.7) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

18. Morocco welcomed the various actions undertaken in favour of persons with disabilities in the areas of education, employment, health and accessibility, and asked for further information about the two-year Plan on Equal Opportunities.

20. France noted the adoption in 2010 of the two-year plan on equal opportunities for people with disabilities and of the Integration of People with Disabilities Act, but inquired what obstacles had prevented Bulgaria from ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

25. Belgium congratulated Bulgaria on the continuing progress made in human rights protection, but raised concerns relating to shelters for orphans and/or people with mental disabilities. 

26. Mexico asked for further information about measures to prevent discrimination against people with mental disabilities. 

35. In relation to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 

Optional Protocol thereto, the delegation responded that Bulgaria had signed both, in 2007 and 2008, respectively. Thus, the Government had demonstrated its political will to abide by their provisions. However, if Bulgaria was to be able to fully implement the Convention, a number of changes needed to be made in domestic legislation, including the Family Code, and such changes were now in process. Once that process had been completed, Bulgaria would be able to proceed with ratification. 

50. The United States…remained concerned about harsh conditions in prisons and detention facilities and in State- run institutions for children, such as orphanages, reform boarding schools and facilities for children with mental disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

80. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Bulgaria, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the sixteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in March 
2011: 

80.3. Adhere to the principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with a view to its early ratification (Mexico); ratify CRPD 
(Spain); consider the possibility of expressing its consent to be bound by 
(Argentina)/consider ratifying CRPD and the Optional Protocol thereto (Chile), which would result in a higher level of cooperation with international human rights mechanisms, ensuring better safeguards for the rights of people with disabilities (Hungary); 
80.20. Adopt a national strategy to continue and intensify the de- institutionalization process aimed at replacing current shelters with alternative housing and means of care better suited to meeting the needs of orphans and/or persons with mental disabilities (Belgium);
80.27. Establish training programmes addressed to staff members of shelters for orphans and persons with mental disabilities in order to enable them to respond at best to the specific needs of the residents (Belgium); 
80.70. Set up a policy specifically aimed at reducing the number of Roma children placed without valid reasons in establishments for children with disabilities or in rehabilitation centres (Canada);
80.88. Take further measures to combat poverty of elderly women, single mothers with children and women with disabilities (Norway);

80.98. Continue its efforts on the issue of inclusion of children with disabilities in the general school system and reducing the number of schools for children with special educational needs (Slovenia)
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Croatia

National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/HRV/1)

II. Normative and institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights 
B. Bodies and mechanisms for the protection of human rights 

11. The responsibility for the implementation of the national legislation and accepted international commitments for the promotion and protection of human rights lies with the entire system of government (the concepts of the separation of powers and the separate functioning of the Constitutional Court), independent institutions (Ombudsperson and ombudspersons specifically for children, gender equality and persons with disabilities, respectively)

15. There are also many national bodies that engage in human rights and the protection of vulnerable groups, such as:…Commission for Persons with Disability.

17. With a view to protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, a number of national independent institutions have been established…The Ombudsperson for Persons with Disabilities protects, monitors and promotes the rights and interests of persons with disabilities on the basis of the Constitution, international treaties and laws. 

19. When all the national legal remedies have been exhausted, including the constitutional complaint, persons who believe that their rights have been violated may turn to European Court of Human Rights, Human Rights Committee, Committee against 

Torture, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Pursuant to Article 1 of the Additional Protocol to the European Social Charter providing for collective complaints, some organisations may also file a collective complaint to the European Committee of Social Rights, if they think any of the rights from the European Social Charter have been violated.

III. Promotion and protection of human rights 
22. In many areas of human rights protection in Croatia considerable progress has been made. These areas are primarily: combating racial and other discrimination, gender equality, domestic violence and violence against women, rights of the child, rights of persons with disabilities, trafficking in human beings, migrants and asylum seekers. In addition to the Anti-discrimination Act the institutional framework has also been established, the capacity has been built and the level of knowledge of the actors in charge of the law raised, networking has been initiated and partnership culture strengthened in the implementation of anti-discrimination measures on the national and local levels, and the level of public awareness of the unacceptability of discriminatory behaviour has been raised. In regard of gender equality, progress has been made in the political participation of women that is particularly visible after the latest local election in Croatia. Domestic violence has been recognised as an absolutely unacceptable form of social behaviour as well as a violation of human rights and perpetrators are sanctioned accordingly. Croatia is one of the first states to prohibit corporal punishment of children by law, and in this area campaigns were conducted to develop awareness in the general population. With respect to the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities a normative framework has been established that regulates the question of accessibility, as well as an independent mechanism for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. Systematic approach to combating trafficking in human beings is realised through the coordination of the activities of state administrative bodes, civil society organisations and the media. Asylum seekers, asylees, foreign nationals under subsidiary and temporary protection are guaranteed all the rights prescribed in international documents and EU law.  

C. Domestic violence and violence against women 
39. The goals of the National Strategy, among other things, include: improvement and intensification of the training programs for the staff of the state bodies for suppressing domestic violence, provision of systematic education of professionals to implement the psychological and social treatment of domestic violence perpetrators, harmonisation of the legislation with the requirements of international and regional documents, improvement of the social status of the victim, providing for the employment of the victims, encourage the activities of civil society organizations protecting the victims of domestic violence, sensitise the public to the domestic violence issue. Special attention is also paid to women with disabilities who are victims of domestic violence.  

42. With a view to suppressing violence against women Croatia took part in the 

Campaign of the Council of Europe to Combat Violence against Women, including 

Domestic Violence. A campaign on the national level was also launched. It included setting up an SOS telephone line for women with disabilities who become victims of violence, and a manual was developed with the guidelines for media reporting on domestic violence. 

E. Persons with disability 

52. Persons with disability have been recognised in Croatia as a social group to which special care and inclusion into the life of the community are to be provided, and children with disabilities are guaranteed special care and education.  

53. Special care for the children with disabilities is regulated through specific laws that prescribe the right of an employed parent of a child with severe disabilities to use additional leave – after parental leave – or work shorter hours in order to care for the child and in the interest of the child, until the child is 8 years old. A child with severe health condition (that occurred before the child turned 18 and established under social welfare regulations) is entitled to child allowance until the calendar year in which it turns. Furthermore, the status of parent caretaker is provided to parents of the persons whose overall condition is so bad that it requires permanent parental care. In Croatia there is a regulated method for collecting data on the cause, degree and severity of health impairment of persons with disabilities. 

54. The Office of the Ombudsperson for Persons with Disabilities has been established on the basis of a special law with a view to harmonising the legislation with the Constitution and to implementing international and national documents in this area. The Office is considering the violation of the rights of the persons with disabilities and informing the public and proposing measures for improving the quality of life.  

55. In addition to the Ombudsperson for Persons with Disabilities, there is a broad scope of bodies in all areas to protect the rights of this social group regarding work, employment, health, education, family, sports, etc. Moreover, a special body, the Government Commission for Persons with Disabilities, is responsible for proposing the regulations and consulting the Government (it consists of the representatives of the bodies of state administration, civil society and experts). 

56. Croatia is a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Protocol, whose standards are included in the National Strategy for Equalising the 

Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities 2007–2015. The goal of the strategy is to strengthen the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and children with impaired development, and the harmonization of the national framework with the standards on the global level and with the trends of opening and making all areas of life accessible to persons with disabilities. 

57. Croatia promotes the model of partnership between the government and civil society, in which the Ministry of the Family, Veterans' Affairs and Intergeneration Solidarity and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare continuously cooperate with associations of persons with disabilities and others who work to their benefit.  

58. Joint activities in creating conditions for more effective integration of persons with disabilities are presently focusing on examining the possibilities of the legal regulation of the right to a personal assistant and the right to an interpreter for the deaf and deaf/blind; the provision of various services for children with impaired development and persons with disabilities to enable them to better and more equally participate in the life of the community and to prevent accommodation in institutions; further development of programs at family centres to support families with disabled persons; adoption of local strategies. 

59. Particular importance is attached to the projects aimed at the implementation of individual rights of persons with disabilities. For four years now, a project has been implemented to ensure a personal assistant to persons with the severest degree of disability (persons dependant on the assistance of others in all the activities of self-care) with the participation of more than 60 associations from 19 counties and 338 beneficiaries whose number is increasing. Beneficiaries, personal assistants, families, and the community in which they live, are happy about the considerable improvement in all areas of life and the strengthening of the self-confidence in this social group. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/HRV/2)
I. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 

8. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community  
50. CRC was concerned that the education system was still very centralized, and referred to the poor quality of equipment and school facilities in many parts of the country. 

It recommended, inter alia, that Croatia improve the quality of education, take measures towards decentralization, and integrate children with disabilities into the mainstream education system and into society.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/HRV/3)

I. Background and framework 

A. Scope of international obligations 
2. Human Rights Watch (HRW) and ORC noted that Croatia was among the first states to ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The Association for Self Advocacy (ASA) reported that there were inaccuracies in the translation into Croatian of articles 12 and 19 of CRPD.
B. Constitutional and legislative framework

4. ASA stated that the Constitution enshrines a general provision against discrimination and provides for special care for persons with disabilities. It recommended that domestic legislation relating to the rights of persons with disabilities adopt a definition of disability which is in line with CRPD.
C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure
6. JS1 reported that, in addition to the people's ombudsman, established in 1992, 

Croatia introduced thereafter specialized ombudsmen, namely the Ombudsman for Children, the Gender Equality Ombudsman, and the Ombudsman for persons with disabilities. JS1 recommended that Croatia conduct an evaluation of their work based on clearly established indicators. ORC recommended that Croatia strengthen the 

Ombudsmen's institutional capacities and improve the coordination between the various governmental bodies responsible for the implementation of citizens’ rights. 

7. The Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) recommended that Croatia ensure that there is a functioning independent body to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities and to monitor the implementation of the CRPD.
D. Policy measures  

12. JS2 referred to the National Strategy for Prevention of Behavioural Disorders in Children and Youth 2009–2012 and indicated that there are many examples of good practice in this area. However, JS2 noted problems in implementing legislation, lack of institutional cooperation and insufficient financial support to programmes for children with behavioural disorders, among others. ASA highlighted the adoption of the 2007–2015 National Strategy of Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities and the Reform Strategy of Social Allowances, but mentioned that these policies were not adopted in a participative and transparent manner.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination
17. ORC indicated that among discrimination complaints it received in 2009, the most frequent form was discrimination based on nationality (31 per cent) followed by gender, social status, social origin and disability. It added that, although the law recognized the crime of discrimination and hate-speech, as well as hate crimes, there were only a small number of court cases and rulings relating to these crimes.

21. ASA indicated that discrimination against persons with intellectual disabilities persists in Croatia, making special reference to provisions of the Family Act and the Social Welfare Act, which regulate the question of the deprivation of legal capacity and placement under guardianship. The Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) indicated that people deprived of their legal capacity are subject to arbitrary and automatic rights deprivations, including the right to fair trial, to respect for private life, to marry, freedom of movement, freedom of association and access to justice. HRW recommended that Croatia fundamentally reform the law on legal capacity to create a system in which persons with intellectual disabilities and mental health difficulties are supported in making decisions rather than deprived of the ability to exercise their rights and to legislate safeguards that prevent abuse or overuse of the legal capacity system. API recommended that Croatia ensure the effective enjoyment by persons with intellectual disability of all rights included in international instruments, which Croatia is a party to.

22. The Croatian Association of Deafblind Persons (DODIR) reported that deafblind persons face discrimination, notably, as far as communication and mobility are concerned. JS1 and DODIR recommended, inter alia, that Croatia recognize Croatian Sign Language as a valid minority language.
2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person 

27. MDAC indicated that the current practice of involuntary detention in psychiatric hospitals and placement into social care institutions for persons with mental disabilities, and persons lacking legal capacity fail to satisfy the requirements and procedures established by international law. It added that persons with disabilities can be detained in institutions for life by the decision of a guardian, a public law function which attracts no scrutiny, appeal processes or transparency. HRW recommended that Croatia set out in law that any deprivation of liberty should be automatically and speedily reviewed by a court; make explicit in legislation that consent for institutionalization can only come from an individual him or herself and not from a guardian; and specifically enumerate the reasons a person could be forcibly placed in an institution in legislation. API recommended that Croatia amend the Law on Social Welfare to allow persons with intellectual disability to choose their place of residence and provide community-based support services to those already institutionalized. ASA recommended that Croatia start the deinstitutionalization process as soon as possible. 

28. According to MDAC, there are no written policies, regulation or guidelines on how restraint should be administered, monitored and recorded, and there are no provisions regulating the use of chemical restraint. This leads to defective practices across psychiatric establishments in breach of the right to be free from ill-treatment. API indicated that persons with intellectual disability, who were institutionalised and deprived of their legal capacity, did not have the possibility of lodging complaints for human rights violations within these institutions and no actions had been initiated by them or their legal representatives. API, ASA and JS1 recommended that Croatia grant free and unlimited access for human rights organizations to such institutions and their residents. MDAC recommended that Croatia abolish the use of cage beds and restraints in children’s institutions, and introduce legislation and/or a Ministerial protocol on restraint to systematise the use of restraints and prevent its abuse.

6. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 

49. ORC indicated that the Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities Act was passed and a fund was established, but that employment quotas have not been met by the public sector. API indicated that the incentives provided by the State for the employment of persons with disabilities have proven to be inadequate. It added that persons with intellectual disabilities usually do not have access to professional training or requalification processes, and face great barriers in their attempt to realize their right to work. DODIR recommended that Croatia include deafblindness within the Unique Disabilities List that was being drafted at the Ministry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship, and implement the right to work for deafblind persons.
8. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community  

61. ASA reported that children with disabilities were refused access to most kindergartens, although the law prescribed for their integration. It also reported that, within primary education, apart from children categorised as persons with a mild intellectual disability, children with intellectual disabilities were referred to special schools. This situation was even worst in secondary education. ASA recommended that Croatia integrate children with intellectual disability in regular schools and to change the law accordingly. DODIR expressed similar concerns with regard to deafblind children. It added that at the national level, no sign language interpreters are provided in classes and that children with disabilities are educated for certain professions according to a stereotypical and outdated understanding of their abilities. DODIR recommended that Croatia adapt educational programs intended for children with disabilities to the needs of the labour market of today.

Questions submitted in Advance Addendum 1
CZECH REPUBLIC 
While appreciating that Croatia belongs among the first states that ratified the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Optional Protocol 

thereto we would like to ask the delegation to elaborate further on steps taken to implement full rights of persons with disabilities; especially concerning the law regulating a legal capacity of persons with intellectual disabilities? 
Questions in Advance Addendum 2
Sweden

Several NGO’s have indicated various cases of discrimination against persons with intellectual disabilities in Croatia. One report stress that children with disabilities were refused access to most kindergartens, although the law prescribed for their integration. It also reported that, within primary education, apart from children categorised as persons with a mild intellectual disability, children with intellectual disabilities were referred to special schools.  Moreover, the Croatian Association of Deafblind Persons reported that deafblind persons face discrimination, notably as far as communication and mobility are concerned.  

Could the Government of Croatia elaborate on measures to protect and promote the rights of persons, notably children with disabilities, in accordance with its commitments under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities? 

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.11)

A. Presentation by the State under review

18. Croatia was among the first countries to ratify the Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities and would adopt a Master Plan of Deinstitutionalization and Transformation of Social Welfare Institutions (2011-2018) by the end of 2010.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

26. Indonesia praised the progress made in improving the rights of persons with disabilities, noting that Croatia was among the first countries to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

30. France noted that Croatia had yet to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Noting the country’s efforts to adapt its judicial procedures in order to combat impunity for war criminals, France indicated that efforts must still be undertaken to reduce the backlog of cases. France noted Croatia’s ambitious legislation on the rights of women, children and disabled persons, the appointment of three ombudsmen and the adoption of multi-year national strategies. 

47. In respect of persons with disabilities, Croatia referred to the National Strategy for Equal Opportunity for Disabled People. A special working group had been established toassess the implementation of the existing legislation and had put forward suggestions for its improvement, such as an amendment relating to guardianship following the deprivation of legal capacity. Such an amendment would require further consideration because of its complexity.

60. Sweden referred to the fact that in 2007, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment had indicated that, in certain cases, alleged ill treatment by the police could be considered as amounting to torture. Sweden requested elaboration on measures to ensure impartial investigations into allegations of torture and the prosecution and punishment of perpetrators. Sweden asked about measures to protect the rights of children with disabilities. Sweden made recommendations.

71. Mexico recognized efforts to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and encouraged Croatia to strengthen actions to protect persons with mental disabilities in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Mexico expressed appreciation for the information about the programme on the institutionalization of such persons. Mexico made recommendations.

77. Ghana praised the progress made in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, in making respect for human rights the highest value of the constitutional order, and in establishing several bodies to protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

78. Ukraine acknowledged efforts to combat racial discrimination, domestic violence

and trafficking in persons and to promote gender equality, child protection and the rights of persons with disabilities, migrants and asylum-seekers. Ukraine welcomed the establishment of the Office for Human Rights and the adoption of the Anti-Discrimination Act (2008).

82. Iraq welcomed the establishment of an Ombudsperson in addition to the courts. Iraq also praised the supremacy of the treaties over national legislation. Iraq praised Croatia’s cooperation with the special procedures and the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

97. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Croatia, which considers

that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:

97.11. Take all necessary measures to protect and promote the rights of persons, notably children with disabilities (Sweden);

97.26. Implement fully the obligations to ensure unhampered enjoyment of

human rights by all persons with disabilities (Czech Republic);

98. The following recommendations will be examined by Croatia, which will

provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human

Rights Council, in March 2011:

98.8. Reinforce its efforts to protect the rights of people with disabilities and

to oversee the work of mental health residential facilities, and amend its legal

framework to ensure that it contains human rights guarantees in line with

international standards (Canada);
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/HND/1)

IV. Economic and social rights 

E. Right to work 
62. As part of the programmes for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and 

Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006–2016), a bill has been submitted to Congress on the creation of occupational workshops for persons with disabilities, in order to promote the full, dignified, productive, and remunerative inclusion in employment of persons with disabilities. 

V. Rights of vulnerable groups

F. Rights of persons with disabilities 
99. In May 2004 the State of Honduras adopted the National Policy on the Prevention of 

Disabilities, Comprehensive Care and Rehabilitation for Persons with Disabilities and 

Promotion and Protection of their Rights and Responsibilities.16 In 2005 the Act on Equity and Comprehensive Development for Persons with Disabilities entered into force, establishing the Directorate-General for Development for Persons with Disabilities, which began functioning in 2008. The Directorate-General is part of the Ministry of the Interior and Justice and is required to regulate and coordinate initiatives to promote and enforce the rights of persons with disabilities. 

100. Some of the most important projects of the Directorate-General are the preparation of a national plan on universal accessibility, which provides technical guidelines and deals with several aspects relating to technology, information, communication, transportand the physical environment; and a mechanism for identifying and registering persons with disabilities, in order to guarantee their rights on the basis of the World Health Organization (WHO) International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health. The Directorate- General also has a rights enforcement unit to receive and deal with complaints.  

101. In 2007 the Office of the National Commissioner for Human Rights (CONADEH) 

Special Programme for Persons with Disabilities was set up and in 2010 the Disability Unit of the Ministry of Social Development, the Office of the Special Commissioner on 

Disability of the Office of the President, and the position of Minister-Adviser to the 

President on Human Rights were established. In addition, Congress established a committee for liaison with the disabilities sector, under the Congressional Human Rights Commission. 

102. During the 2009 elections, which were supervised by the Supreme Electoral Court, in cooperation with the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Mirador Electoral (Elections Watchdog), special support mechanisms were developed to boost the participation of persons with disabilities around the country. 

103. In 2009 the Directorate-General for Development for Persons with Disabilities and the National Registry Office, with the support of UNICEF and the Honduras Social 

Development and Welfare Fund FIDAS/FHIS, launched a campaign to register children with disabilities (“Children have a right to a name and nationality”). A special mechanism is now being developed by the National Registry Office to facilitate contact between the identification service and children with disabilities. 

104. In 2009, with the support of Japanese Cooperation (JICA), the Honduran Movement for an Independent Life was founded, and it has already concluded a Covenant on the Enjoyment of Rights and a Better Standard of Living for Persons with Disabilities. 

VI. Conclusions 

128. This report makes clear the efforts Honduras has made to strengthen and develop its vulnerable groups, by introducing special legislation and meeting the international undertakings it has entered into in these areas. The focus of these efforts is the elimination of discrimination against women, older people and persons with disabilities. LGBT groups have been given legal status in order to protect their rights. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/HND/2) 

I. Background and framework 

B. Constitutional and legislative framework

7. SNU reports that Honduras has made a real effort to bring its legislation into line with international standards, passing laws on women’s equality, the rights of persons with disabilities, the rights of the child and persons with HIV. In addition, criminal legislation on trafficking, sexual exploitation23 and the eradication of domestic violence has been reformed. 

Stakeholders Report: N/A

Questions submitted in Advance: N/A

Working Groups Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.8)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

16. The delegation referred to other priority areas to be addressed as part of the national human rights plan of action, such as the comprehensive attention that should be accorded to persons with disabilities,

74. Singapore commended Honduras for having established the Truth Commission and for placing emphasis on strengthening the rule of law. It thanked Honduras to share its practices on how to tackle human rights challenges, such as prison conditions. Singapore also commended Honduras for the priority accorded to health, education, housing and work and to the situation of women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and recommendations

83. The following recommendations will be examined by Honduras, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Honduras to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session:

83.3. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Spain);

Back to Top
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/JAM/1)
III. General Legal and Policy Provisions for the promotion of human rights
B. International Human Rights Treaty Obligations 
12. Jamaica is a State Party to most of the core international human rights instruments including the: 

• Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
13. Jamaica was the first country to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. Jamaica is also a Party to a number of Conventions under the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) system. At the regional level, Jamaica is a Party to the Inter- American Convention on Human Rights and the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women.   

C. Economic, Social and Cultural Policies  

1. Combating Poverty 
16. One of the largest social assistance programmes of the Government, with a register of 326,000 persons at the end of 2009, is the Programme of Advancement through Health and Education (PATH). The PATH is a conditional cash transfer programme which was implemented in 2001 to assist poor households in breaking the inter-generational cycle of poverty. As at December 2009, the Government has invested in the developmental needs of 320,000 beneficiaries, 70 percent of whom are children (ages 0 – 18). While the main beneficiaries of the Programme are children, it also benefits the elderly, persons with disabilities, pregnant and lactating women, and a small number of indigent adults of working age.  

IV. Protection and promotion of human rights

D. Persons with Disabilities
49. To ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are upheld, the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities - the main government agency with responsibility for addressing the concerns of persons with disabilities - has begun training its staff on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and quality customer service delivery, with the second phase of training held in April 2010. Training and sensitization will continue through seminars and workshops across the island and will include persons with disabilities. 

50. An Economic Empowerment Project was launched by the Government in 2008 to assist persons with disabilities to establish their own businesses and to become more self- sufficient. To aid in this initiative the Government donated J$15 million to the project. To date, 574 persons have been slated to benefit from the grant fund.  

51. Persons who are hearing impaired are now able to apply for a driver’s license. Staff members of the Island Traffic Authority (ITA) and the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) have received sign language training as part of efforts to equip them with the skills needed to effectively communicate with these persons. A schedule of further training for ITA and JCF staff is being developed. 

52. It is also expected that the specific concerns of persons with disabilities will be further advanced through the National Disabilities Rights Bill that is currently being reviewed.  The Bill has its contextual base in the National Policy for Persons with 
Disabilities which was developed in 2000 and which seeks to foster an enabling environment so that persons with disabilities can realize their full potential through employment and training.  

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/JAM/2)
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

14. In 2010, UNICEF noted the inadequate services and opportunities that exist for children with disabilities who are subject to high levels of stigma and discrimination.

Stakeholders Report: N/A

Advanced Questions: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.12)

9. Despite those constraints, Jamaica continued to strengthen the national infrastructure and improve the legal and policy framework to protect the rights of specific target groups, such as women, children, young people, the elderly and the disabled.

15. Jamaica explained that, given its past experience, the issue of ratifying any instrument could not be taken lightly. Once the Cabinet had given its approval for ratification, it hoped to first draft the enabling legislation before actually ratifying, in order to reduce the gap between ratification and the implementation of domestic laws. It indicated that significant strides had been made in the ratification of various instruments. It stated thata submission was now before the Cabinet recommending ratification of the Optional

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, since appropriate enabling legislation was now in place; that legislation was being drafted to facilitate ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and that active consideration was also being given to ratifying the Rome Statute.

41. Morocco congratulated Jamaica on its impressive progress in achieving Millennium

Development Goals. Morocco welcomed efforts taken to protect children and women from exploitation and ill treatment and to guarantee respect for the rights of older persons and persons with disabilities.

70. China noted with appreciation that in recent years, Jamaica had achieved

Millennium Development Goals related to poverty alleviation, universal education and health care. China noted that Jamaica was the first country to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

76. Panama welcomed the steps forward concerning the MDGs and inquired about the specific actions Jamaica is undertaking to guarantee real gender balance. It noted with interest the various projects benefiting persons with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

98. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Jamaica and enjoy its support:

98.2. Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on Persons with Disabilities (Panama); ratify OP-CRPD, currently before Parliament

(Spain); become a party to OP-CRPD (Argentina);

98.37. Adopt targeted policies and programmes to offer protections for the most vulnerable in society, including women, children and persons with disabilities, and to eliminate discrimination against them (Canada).

99. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Jamaica, which considers that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:

99.13. Establish adequate services and opportunities for children with disabilities (Germany);

99.14. Enhance the facilities, services and opportunities for children and persons with disabilities (Trinidad and Tobago);
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBN/1)

I. Lebanon’s human rights obligations in accordance with domestic legislation and international instruments  

C. Institutional framework for the promotion of human rights

17. The National Commission for Lebanese Women was established in 1995, pursuant to the resolutions adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing; the Higher Council for Childhood was established in 1994 under the Ministry of Social Affairs; a National Commission for Persons with Disabilities has also been established.  

III. Promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights 

B. The right to education 

76. The Ministry of National Education and Higher Education, in collaboration with the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), started preparing the national education plan, Education for All, which covers a 13-year period from 2003–2015. The plan includes expanding and improving early childhood care, ensuring that good, free compulsory schooling is available to all children at the primary school level, and providing literacy programmes and functional literacy programmes for school dropouts. Moreover, the plan includes developing structures and approaches appropriate to teaching children with disabilities. The provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child have been incorporated into the educational materials for the third year of each stage or cycle of basic education; they have yet to be incorporated in the first and second years of each cycle. 

VI. Persons with disabilities
109. In 2000, the Chamber of Deputies adopted Act No. 220 of 2000 on the rights of persons with disabilities, which aims to secure their rights at a number of levels. The 

Ministry of Social Affairs monitors the implementation of all disability-related matters and coordinates with those concerned. Progress has been made on a number of fronts, including the issuance of a disabled person’s identity card and the creation of the National Committee for the Disabled, in addition to the Committee for Health Services, Rehabilitation and Support Services for Disabled Persons. Moreover, the Ministry of Health has adopted a comprehensive hospitalization coverage mechanism. Those diagnosed with learning difficulties are monitored and programmes for children with learning difficulties are run in cooperation with specialized institutions. 

110. The Special Needs Education Committee has been created and is headed by the Ministry of National Education. During the past three years, the Committee has taken measures to facilitate access to formal examinations for persons with disabilities. 

111. The above efforts have led to marked developments in legislative and administrative terms and in terms of services and infrastructure enabling persons with disabilities to enjoy their full rights without discrimination in the same way as other citizens. However, the enjoyment of many rights remains subject to regulations and budgetary considerations and depends on the activities of certain committees — such as the Right to Transport 

Committee and the Right to Work Committee, which is developing mechanisms to ensure that every person with a disability does, in reality, have the right to work — on compliance with the decree on unemployment compensation, and on the support of the National Employment Office (provision of training and rehabilitation for persons with disabilities).  

112. Lebanon participated in drafting the International Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December 

2006, and signed the Convention and the Protocol thereto on 14 June 2007. It undertook to accede to both instruments in the 2009 ministerial statement. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBN/2)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations
1. Equality and non-discrimination
21. In 2006, CRC noted with concern that the Constitution and domestic laws did not ensure to foreign children, including refugee and asylum-seeking children, the same protection as to Lebanese children. It was also concerned at the persistent of de facto discrimination faced by children with disabilities.

III. Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints 
57. UNCT highlighted the need for Lebanon to face its legacy from the civil war and the current culture of impunity, and to regain the trust of its people in law enforcement agencies. Specific measures will need to be introduced to reduce gender discrimination, which remains anchored in laws and traditions. The protection of rights of vulnerable groups, including women, children, refugees, stateless persons, migrant workers and persons with disabilities, should be made a national priority.

V. Capacity-building and technical assistance 

63. CRC recommended that Lebanon seek technical assistance in the field of disability issues from UNICEF and WHO, on abuse, neglect and maltreatment of children from 

UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO), and on the issue of street children from relevant United Nations and other international organizations.107 CRC further recommended that Lebanon continue to seek necessary technical and financial support on demining activities within a framework of international cooperation, including from United Nations agencies.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBN/3/Rev.1)
I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations
3. Joint Submission 1 (JS1) noted that Lebanon had not yet ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), on the grounds that more time was needed to align local regulations accordingly. In light of the importance of adequate protection of persons with disabilities, JS1 recommended the immediate ratification of the CRPD. JS1 also indicated that, while Lebanon was a State Party to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Lebanon had not yet signed or ratified the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations  
1. Equality and non-discrimination

13. JS1 noted that persons with disabilities, who constituted ten percent of the Lebanese population, lived in a marginalized situation, deprived of their basic rights. Even though 

Lebanese legislation provided for legal protection of persons with disabilities, relevant provisions were not being enforced. In this regard, JS1 emphasized the importance of compliance with international obligations relating to non-discrimination, and recommended immediate ratification of CRPD as well as the enactment of relevant decrees under law No. 220/2000 on insurance coverage of persons with disabilities.

6. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 
35. CCSOL noted that the health insurance system was not efficient, and that over half of the Lebanese population remained uninsured. The financial imbalance of the National 

Social Security Fund (NSSF) was another crucial factor in depriving even those under its coverage from certain benefits and timely reimbursement of their expenses. Moreover, the Lebanese government had failed to ensure the entry into force of law No. 220/2000 on the complete coverage of persons with disabilities through a disability card issued by the Ministry of Social Affairs. Pharmaceutical drugs were also a problematic issue, as rising prices continued to inflate health expenses while counterfeit and spoiled drugs were inadequately monitored. 

Questions submittedin Advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.16) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
26. Cuba recognized Lebanon’s efforts to achieve socio-economic development which had been hampered by invasions and aggressions causing loss of life and property on a large scale. Nevertheless, there were achievements in the area of human rights, such as compulsory basic education, the initiative Education for All and programs to combat illiteracy. Vulnerable groups, particularly children, women and persons with disabilities, had benefited from positive developments.

43. Lebanon had adopted a law on persons with disabilities establishing a National

Committee for the Disabled and providing a number of services for people with special needs. The ratification of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities was now before Parliament. The Ministry of Education focused on the integration of children with special needs, inter alia by ensuring that buildings and premises were adapted and that an enabling environment for these children was created to ensure their integration into mainstream education.
73. Turkey noted with satisfaction the fact that Lebanon was a party to international human rights treaties and their protocols. It positively noted Lebanon’s efforts that were undertaken to establish the National Commission on Lebanese women, High Council on the Rights of the Child and the Commission on the persons with disabilities. Turkey asked formore information on the Commission on the education for children with special needs. It welcomed the existence of a dynamic civil society and the initiative to establish an independent national human rights institution.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

80. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed belowhave been examined by Lebanon and enjoy the support of Lebanon:

80.1. Consider becoming a party to the human rights instruments it has notyet ratified. (Cote d’Ivoire);

80.2. Consider ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (Mexico); (Turkey);

80.3. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Algeria);

80.4. Expedite the necessary process to ratify the UN Convention on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities and step up its efforts to address specific needs of persons with disabilities (Thailand);

80.5. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, signed in 2007 (Spain);

80.21. Consider the creation of additional national mechanisms to promote and protect human rights of vulnerable groups especially women, children, and people with disabilities (Iran);

80.8. Strengthen the institutional framework in the human rights area, including through the establishment of a national human rights institution inaccordance with the Paris Principles (Egypt);

80.9. Establish a national human rights commission accredited by the

International Coordinating Committee (Algeria); Establish a National

Commission on Human Rights in accordance with the Paris Principles

(Greece); Establish a national human rights institution so as to promote human

rights and address the many challenges mentioned by Lebanon in its national

report (Sudan);

80.21. Consider the creation of additional national mechanisms to promote and protect human rights of vulnerable groups especially women, children, and people with disabilities (Iran);

81. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Lebanon which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:

81.13. Further strengthen the protection of rights of vulnerable groups, like

children, women, migrant workers and persons with disabilities (Bangladesh);

81.21. Continue efforts in connection with the integration of disabled children
in formal education as far as possible, in accordance with an inclusive educational approach (Qatar);
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBR/1)

IV. Normative and Institutional Frameworks for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights  
A. Constitutional Framework  
22. Since 2005, within the framework of the Constitution, Liberia has implemented a number of domestic legislation such as: act to amend the new penal law to provide for gang rape; act establishing criminal court E (Special Court for Rape); act to amend certain provisions of the judiciary law to provide financial autonomy to the judiciary; act to amend certain provisions of the judiciary law, the civil procedure and the criminal procedure law to provide for the amendment of the law relating to juries; act to ban trafficking in persons; act to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; act to establish a national commission on disabilities;  act to establish the Liberian anti- corruption commission, act to establish the land commission; act to ratify the African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption; act establishing the Liberian extractive industries and transparency initiative, etc. 

VII. Human Rights Situation on the Ground and Responses to Human Rights Situation on the Ground: Achievements & Best Practices   
3. Access to Justice and Legal Reform

(a) Legal Reform  
45. Following the recommendation of the Rule of Law Task force5 and in accordance with Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Law Reform Commission was established on June 11, 2009 by Executive Order No 20.6  Since its establishment the Commission has reviewed and recommended major revisions to, among others, the Commercial Code, the Insurance Law, the Civil Procedure Law, the Judiciary Law, the Property Law and the 

Prison Reform Act. Further, the Commission has researched and compiled the customary laws of the country and collected and indexed the opinions of the Supreme Court of 

Liberia. Currently, the Commission is reviewing the Hinterland Regulations, the Law on Persons with Disabilities, and examining the codification of the laws of the country.  

E. Persons with Disabilities  
100. In November of 2005, Liberia established the National Commission on   Disabilities (NCD). Since its establishment the Commission has consistently carried out the task of protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. Currently, the Commission is involved in: providing financial assistance to registered and accredited disability centers, individuals with disabilities engaged in self-sustainable income generating activities and students with disabilities; advocating and lobbying for the creation of job opportunities for persons with disabilities; conducting nation wide awareness raising and sensitization campaigns; engaging in agricultural activities to ensure food security for persons with disabilities and taking an active role in the implementation of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS). Further, the NCD has made a significant contribution in formulating the Disability Sensitive/Inclusion Document under the Security Pillar of the Liberian Poverty Reduction Strategy.  

101. Liberia has also empowered more than 20 disabilities institutions to form the National Union of Organizations of the Disabled (NUOD). The NUOD, in collaboration with the NCD, successfully lobbied for and achieved the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008. 

X. Key National Priorities
• Reinforce efforts to protect and promote the rights of vulnerable groups, such as women, children, persons with disabilities and the elderly; and  

• Reinforce efforts to create jobs, especially for the youth and persons with disabilities.  

List of Organizations Consulted During the National Report 
Drafting Process  
Governmental

• National Disability Commission 

Non-Governmental  
• Disability Taskforce

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBR/2)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination

22. In 2004, CRC had expressed concern at the very high incidence of disabilities among children as a result of the civil war, and at persisting de facto discrimination against children with disabilities. UNCT indicated that the Government had established a 

National Commission on Disabilities in 2005, noting however, it has not been very active.

Stakeholders Report: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.1)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
21. Since its establishment in 2005, the Liberian National Commission on Disabilities had consistently carried out the task of protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, and a number of activities had been carried out in that regard. Liberia had ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008. However, despite those achievements, persons with disabilities continued to face serious challenges in the country

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
40. China expressed appreciation for efforts made to improve and promote the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities.
71. Bangladesh stated that there was an urgent need to devote special attention to children with disabilities and child victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

77. The following recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Liberia and enjoy its support: 

77.1. Consider ratifying the CRPD, along with the two Optional Protocols to the CRC, to which it is a signatory (India)
77.3. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (Senegal);

78. The following recommendations will be examined by Liberia, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011: 

78.2. Sign and ratify: the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Optional Protocol to CEDAW; the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Argentina); 
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Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBY/1)

V. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 

H. Rights of persons with special needs
75. Article 14 of the Persons with Special Needs Act No. 5 of 1987 provides that: 

“Basic education is a right and duty for disabled persons of basic education age. Those of adult age are also entitled to benefit from literacy programmes. In both circumstances, the nature of the disability must be taken into account in selecting the teaching materials.” Article 16 of the same Act provides that: “Persons with disabilities who have successfully completed basic education are entitled to pursue their education.”

78. A decision was adopted concerning the equipment of schools to meet the needs of 

pupils in special categories in the interest of mainstreaming such pupils into educational institutions. A total of 507 schools are now being equipped accordingly. A decision was also made to raise the level of awareness of inclusion programmes among all groups in the school environment, namely students, administrators and teachers, as well as among the general public. A national inclusion register was established for keeping a record of pupils with special needs and studying the application of standards for the implementation and operationalization of inclusion. The incorporation of concepts and terminology relating to persons with special needs into the curricula for all levels of education also received approval and university courses on persons with special needs and inclusion methods were developed. Work is furthermore under way to develop basic education courses on humanitarian education in order to promote awareness of inclusion programmes for persons with disabilities in the primary education levels. Support was also approved for studies and research proposed with a view to the implementation of these programmes by the relevant authorities. A booklet comprising all of the current laws relating to this group is to be published by the competent bureau of the General People’s Committee for Education and 

Scientific Research. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/LBY/2)

I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations
5. In 2009, CEDAW required the State to withdraw its reservations to the Convention and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, as well as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Stakeholders Report: N/A

Questions submitted in Advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.13)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
12. The delegation indicated that women were highly regarded in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, and their rights were guaranteed by all laws and legislation. Discriminatory laws had been revoked. Libyan women occupied prominent positions in the public sector, the judicial system, the public prosecutor’s office, the police and the military. Libyan legislation also guaranteed children their rights, and provided for special care for children with special needs, the elderly and persons with disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

33. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea praised the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its achievements in the protection of human rights, especially in the field of economic and social rights, including income augmentation, social care, a free education system, increased delivery of health-care services, care for people with disabilities, and efforts to empower women. 

34. Bahrain noted that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had adopted various policies aimed at improving human rights, in particular the right to education and the rights of persons with disabilities. Bahrain commended the free education system and praised programmes such as electronic examinations and teacher training. It commended the country for its efforts regarding persons with disabilities, particularly all the services and rehabilitation programmes provided. Bahrain made a recommendation. 

41. Cuba noted that the country had also made a firm commitment to providing health care. Cuba asked about the mechanism for providing care for persons with physical and mental disabilities. 

59. In response to the question relating to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya noted that it had signed the Convention and was currently carrying out all procedures related to ratification.

68. Brazil noted the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya’s economic and social progress and acknowledged the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, the free health care and the high enrolment in primary education. 

70. Kuwait called upon the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to continue its efforts to integrate people with disabilities into society while recognizing their positive role. Kuwait asked about the functions of two national entities that addressed disability issues.   

83. Belarus welcomed the country’s determination to raise the living standards of its population, and noted successes in health, education, employment and the social protection of vulnerable groups. It noted the role of the social research centre and ongoing poverty alleviation policies, and lauded measures to benefit persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
93. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and enjoy its support: 

93.29. Continue their efforts in enhancing the role of persons with disabilities 
in society (Jordan); 
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MWI/1)

V. Status of human rights treaty implementation 
A. Civil and political rights 
6. Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Gender Equality 

33. The Constitution prohibits discrimination in any forms and all persons are, under any law, guaranteed equal and effective protection against discrimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, nationality, ethnic or social origin, disability, property, birth or other status. The Constitution, however, allows for positive discrimination to address inequalities in society and prohibiting discriminatory practices and the propagation of such practices. Any person that propagates discriminatory practices may be amenable to criminal sanctions before the courts of law. 

B. Economic social and cultural rights 
1. Right to development 
41. The Constitution, in section 30 provides that all persons and peoples have the right to economic, social and cultural development and the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural development and women, children and the disabled are given special consideration in the enjoyment of this right. To ensure the enjoyment of this right, the Government has formulated policies and taken steps to raise the living standards of the people of Malawi. These include, the Fertilizer Subsidy Program, the Green Belt Project. 

3. Right to health

50. The Government has also integrated human rights in its policies and strategies as enumerated in the National Health and the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 

Policies which gives access to all the people of Malawi to health care without distinction of ethnicity, gender, disability, religion, political affiliation, economic status, social circumstances or geographical location. There is a Charter of Rights for patients which has been introduced and is being applied in all major Government hospitals. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MWI/2)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
15. In 2009, CRC remained concerned that de facto societal discrimination persisted against girls and vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities and orphans, and urged Malawi to strengthen its efforts to eradicate discriminatory laws.

8. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 

41. CRC was also concerned about the lack of comprehensive disaggregated data on disabilities, the lack of inadequate financial resources at the disposal of the Ministry for People with Disabilities and the Elderly, and the lack of attention paid to children with mental illness.
Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MWI/3)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
13. WVI reported that there was a lack of comprehensive data on disabilities as well as a lack of institutions for children with disabilities with none catering specifically for mental illness in children. Work still needed to be made to eliminate discrimination on grounds of disability as the cultural mindset to reject such children remained deep rooted and prevalent.

51. JS1 reported that there were more or less equal numbers of boys and girls in each grade of primary school up to Standard 5. Girls tended to drop out of school at the top end of primary school in larger numbers than boys and the disparity increased in each successive grade. JS1 urged Malawi to prioritize measures and programmes designed in the ESIP to promote the promotion and retention of girls in school and to address gender equity issues amongst teachers and local communities.78 JS1 added that schooling inequalities arising from socioeconomic factors were partly a result of an unequal appropriation of public resources for education and recommended that Malawi ensure that all sectors of the community (poor, girls and children with disabilities) have equal opportunities in education.

Questions submitted in Advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.2)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

80. Slovenia was also concerned that children, especially girls, children with disabilities, child labourers, street children and orphans, were subjected to discrimination, abuse, neglect, violence, trafficking and exploitation.

88.  Bangladesh welcomed the adoption of the National Plan of Action for Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children, in addition to policies and actions to ensure the enjoyment of the right to health.  However, Bangladesh expressed concern that discrimination persisted against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children with disabilities and orphans.  

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 

104. The following recommendations will be examined by Malawi, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Malawi to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 16th session. 
104.8. Adhere to the following international instruments: the Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to CEDAW; the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance (Argentina); 

104.9. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance; the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Spain); 

105. The recommendations below did not enjoy the support of Malawi: 

105.11. Strengthen efforts to eliminate discrimination against girls and vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities and orphans (Bangladesh); 
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MDV/1/Rev.1)

III.  Background and institutional framework
B.  Institutional Framework 
6. Government mechanisms 
24. The Child and Family Protection Service within the Department of Gender and 

Family Protection Services (DGFPS) is responsible for promoting and protecting the human rights of children and women. Currently the work of the Family and Children’s 

Service Centres (FCSC) are that of generic social service teams in the atolls. There are 20 such teams on 20 atolls. The Department is currently working on strengthening its service provision. These teams are also responsible for support services for persons with disabilities and the elderly population. Lack of information dissemination on the role and functions of the Centres reduces their effectiveness. 

IV.  Promotion and protection of human rights  
B.  Implementation of International Human Rights Obligations 
1.  Equality and non-discrimination 
(b) Persons with disabilities 
46. Maldivian citizens with disabilities are among the most marginalised people in society. Institutionalised and systemic discrimination, harassment, denial of their human rights in even basic sectors such as health and education, unequal opportunities, a lack of awareness within society, and a lack of understanding among policy-makers and enforcement bodies, all contribute to a situation in which persons with disabilities face innumerable barriers to the full enjoyment of their human rights. A study conducted in 2008 found that 25% of children with disabilities in Haa Alifu and Haa Dhaal atolls never left their homes; while all persons with disabilities in the Maldives face daily discrimination and prejudice. In October 2008, Maldives signed the CRPD and ratified it on 1 April 2010.   

47. The 2008 Constitution prohibits discrimination based on mental or physical disability and clarifies that special assistance or protection to disadvantaged individuals or groups, or to groups requiring special social assistance, shall not be deemed discrimination. This provision provides the constitutional basis for a number of steps being taken to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. The most important of these steps are the formulation Mental Health.   

48. On 21 December 2009, a Bill on Protecting the Rights of People with Special Needs was passed by the People’s Majlis. However, it was subsequently criticised by the NGO community as not being fully consistent with the CRPD. Taking note of these concerns, on 6 January 2010, the President vetoed it and returned it to the Majlis for reconsideration. The Bill was re-tabled in Majlis with several revisions and passed in June 2010 and subsequently ratified by the President in July. The Act sets out principles and procedures for providing protection and financial assistance to people with special needs and a council to protect their rights. 

49. In addition to pursuing a new, comprehensive legal framework for people with special needs, the Maldives, in parallel, is undertaking initiatives to raise awareness about their situation in the country. The Government supported the conduct of a sensitisation campaign on human rights and disability co-organised by Handicap International, the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office and the OHCHR. 

10. Right to social security and an adequate standard of living 
(a) Social security 
110. In particular, vulnerable persons, including children, elderly, and people with a mental disability, have the opportunity to benefit from free-of-charge State care. 

Government-funded subsidies for electricity and water are also available for those who are eligible and the Government has recently started providing a monthly allowance ranging from Rf1000 to 3000 for single parents.  

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/M)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
17. CRC was concerned that children born out of wedlock are not entitled to equal rights and face de facto and de jure discrimination.44 It recommended improving the system of birth registration. Meanwhile, children whose births have not been registered should be allowed to access basic services.45 CRC remained concerned about the de facto discrimination faced by children with disabilities who have limited access to social and health-care services and very few opportunities for inclusive education.46 It recommended including disability aspects in all relevant policymaking and national planning

V. Capacity-building and technical assistance
71. CRC recommended that Maldives continue to seek advice and assistance from international organizations on the compliance of the HRCM with the Paris Principles. It also made recommendations on children with disabilities; violence against children; economic exploitation, drug addiction; the treatment of Thalassemia; and education issues.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MDV/3)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law  
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
13. HRCM further noted that negative perception and attitudes remained the most fundamental barriers to the full, effective and equal participation in society for persons with disabilities. Accessibility issues impeded persons with disabilities from interacting fully in realizing basic rights such as education, health and employment. Their participation in political and public life was similarly impeded. The needs of persons with disabilities needed to be integrated more comprehensively into policies, plans and development activities. Hence, the HRCM called for the speedy ratification of legislation on persons with disabilities and measures to combat negative attitudes towards persons with disabilities.
7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 
32. JS1 noted that while the Constitution prohibited discrimination based on mental and physical disabilities and stipulates special privileges for and protection of disadvantaged groups, the Maldives lacked a comprehensive social security system, including social workers and facilities to ensure mobility and access to public services for persons with disabilities. JS1 went on to note that the Maldives acceded to the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD) in October 2008. The new Government submitted a Disabilities Bill to parliament last year based on the CRPD, which was passed by parliament in December 2009. However, following an appeal by NGOs, the government decided not to ratify the bill as it was believed to be in conflict with provisions of the CRPD. The final legislation was criticized for lack of health rehabilitation and following a medical model instead of being inclusive or rights-based.

33. JS1 recommended: expediting passage of disabilities legislation to ensure accessibility for people with special needs to public and private services and establish facilities at public places such as parks and ferries; providing affordable rehabilitation and aftercare services for recovering drug addicts; and actively curbing drug trafficking, utilizing full powers of customs authorities to check private vessels.

8. Right to education  
38. According to HRCM, although universal primary education has been achieved, availability of quality education, provision of secondary and, to a greater extent, tertiary education faces resource and capacity constraints. Access to mainstream education for children with disabilities, and increased inclusivity of local communities in school management are important areas for review and improvement. Work to incorporate human rights into school curricula is presently underway.

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.5) 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
60. Brazil expressed concern at discrimination and violence against women, impunity for torture, the marginalization of persons with disabilities, the lack of child protection mechanisms, and the absence of freedom of religion or belief. 

74. Argentina asked about measures taken to eliminate discrimination against children born out of wedlock and persons with disabilities in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

75. Chile referred to the new Constitution and congratulated Maldives on its recent ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its accession to ILO. 

81. Japan noted positively recent legislation and measures to protect women, children, the elderly and the disabled. 

83.Nepal noted efforts for the empowerment of women and the well-being of persons with disabilities, senior citizens and migrant workers, as well as Maldives’ active role in the Human Rights Council, including with regard to climate change.  

85. Chad…noted with appreciation specific measures adopted to improve the situation of women, the disabled and the elderly. 

97. Ecuador commended Maldives’ initiatives with regard to the rights of vulnerable groups, particularly women, children and persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
100. The following recommendations will be examined by Maldives, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 
Rights Council, in March 2011. The response of Maldives to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session, in 
March 2011: 
100.30. Adopt and implement draft laws regarding persons with disabilities and concerning mental health, as referred to in the national report, with a view to providing a normative framework to strengthen awareness-raising campaigns on human rights and disability (Mexico); 
100.49. Make further efforts and take the legislative and administrative measures necessary to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities on the ground (Qatar); 
100.124. Take all measures for the purpose of post-disaster reconstruction and adaptation to climate change, with a human-rights-based approach, and carry out consultations with the concerned local communities, giving special attention to women, children and persons with disabilities in this process (Finland); 
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MHL/1)

III. Promotion and protection of human rights  

H. Disabilities 
39. The Constitution does not address discrimination based on disability, and there is no legislation specifically for disabled persons other than the Education Act provisions dealing with special education. This lack of recognition of disabled persons exists even though they represent an estimated 10% population, which comes to approximately some 800,000 Pacific Island people. In the RMI, however, there is generally no discrimination against persons with disabilities, although it should be noted that no building codes exist that mandating access for such persons.  

40. In the RMI, there exists the Marshall Islands Special Parents Association (MISPA) and the National Interagency Council on Disabled Individuals and Their Families 

(Council). The MISPA is a parent-directed organization, and targets appropriate educational and vocational programs for children with special needs. The Council deals more with the health aspect of children with special needs, and consists of government, NGOs, and local government programs.  

41. The RMI has yet to ratify the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, and will need to undertake more effort in meeting its obligation under the Biwako 

Millennium Framework further its endorsement by the Forum Leaders in 2003.  

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MHL/2)

I. Background and framework 

B. Constitutional and legislative framework 
4. In a 2007 UNDP/UNIFEM report, it was stated that the Constitution of Marshall 

Islands guaranteed freedom from discrimination on the grounds of sex, but it did not extend anti-discrimination protection to include indirect discrimination, nor did it protect women on the basis of disability, HIV and marital status. Furthermore, although the Constitution guaranteed men and women the equal protection of the law, it did not guarantee equal benefits or outcomes.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
8. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

29. Regarding children with disabilities, CRC recommended that Marshall Islands, inter alia, further encourage the inclusion of children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society, facilitate their access to specialized educational programmes when required, in particular in the outer islands, including programmes outside the school environment, create partnerships between home, school and the community to address the long-term needs of these children.

V.  Capacity-building and technical assistance  
35. In 2007, CRC recommended that Marshall Islands seek technical assistance, inter alia, from UNICEF with regard to children with disabilities, as well as violence against children and the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children. It also recommended that assistance be sought from UNICEF and UNFPA with regard to birth registration, UNICEF and WHO with regard to adolescent health, UNAIDS, UNFPA UNICEF and WHO, among others, with regard to HIV/AIDS, and the Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice (IPJJ), which includes the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), OHCHR, UNICEF and NGOs, with regard to juvenile justice. 

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MHL/3)

I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations 
1. Marshall Islands Special Parents Association (MISPA) encouraged the Government to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the earliest practical opportunity. 

B. Constitutional and legislative framework 
2. According to Joint Submission 1 (JS1), under the Constitution, there is a section on fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals.  There is a definition of discrimination but it does not specifically refer to disability, highlighting the need to include disability in the non-discrimination provision of the Constitution. MISPA noted that the Government had not made plans for the creation of a gender and human rights specific disability legislation, and that the existing laws discriminate against people with disabilities.  MISPA emphasized that when creating gender and human rights specific disability legislation, it was important for the Government to consider applying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Biwako Framework for creating national policies and legislation on disability.

3. MISPA noted that there was no specific reference to disability highlighting the need to include disability in the non-discrimination provision of the Constitution. 

C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure

9. MISPA stated that the national Interagency Council on Disabled Individuals and 
Their Families had not been active in implementing its goal to provide services for children with special health care needs and their families.  MISPA also stated that people with disabilities continued to be disadvantaged and marginalized in society. The ineffectiveness of the Interagency Council was not in line with the principles contained in regionally and internationally agreed norms and standards for people with disabilities, namely the Biwako Framework and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

D. Policy measures 
11. MISPA called on the Government to urgently develop and implement national disability policy and legislation in compatible with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to support the use of Biwako Framework as a policy guideline, including strategic plans and implementation frameworks.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
A. Implementation of international human rights obligations  
2. Administration of justice and the rule of law 
14. MISPA stated that legal services were provided by the Government but access to the services was not enjoyed by people with disabilities. It is difficult for people with disabilities to access the building. Ramps were not provided for and the authorities did not provide signs and aids for those with visual impairments.

4. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 
17. MISPA recommended that the Government develop policy on and awareness of the need for the employment of persons with disabilities.

5. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 

21. MISPA stated that despite a constitutional provision for health and education, people with disabilities did not enjoy these rights due to limited access. Health services as other 

Government services were not fully enjoyed by people with disabilities.

6. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community  
23. MISPA recommended that the Government develop and strengthen special education training programmes for persons with disabilities through local colleges and schools. MISPA also recommended that the Government improve the provision of sign language, especially in schools.

Questions submitted in Advance
United Kingdom

• What steps is the government taking to increase the recognition of the rights of disabled persons amongst its population? When do you plan to implement legislation that ensures facilities and services are available for the disabled? 

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.10)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
22. Climate change was a real concern for the Marshallese people, insofar as it placed lives and livelihoods at risk and could lead to poverty, loss of land, loss of customs and culture, and loss of identity. Vulnerable groups, including, in particular, women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, were most exposed to such risks. The Marshall 

Islands would continue its dialogue with the international community in that regard, as it continued to be a strong supporter of the fast-start climate financing concept under the 

Copenhagen Accord. In that regard, the Marshall Islands called upon the international community to assist it in addressing the issue of climate change, and to focus not only on building capacity and partnerships, but also on providing assistance with specific, “shovel- ready” projects that would produce visible, concrete and measurable results in safeguarding communities and resources. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 
30. Slovenia welcomed the Government’s commitment to human rights and noted with appreciation that the Constitution prohibited discrimination based on gender, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, place of birth, family status and descent. However, Slovenia noted that the Constitution did not address discrimination based on disability. 

32. Australia...While welcoming the commitment of the Marshall Islands to meet its obligation to help people with disabilities, it encouraged the country to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

33. Morocco asked whether the Government envisaged developing a legal framework relating to persons with disabilities, including legislation to facilitate their access to public spaces. 

34. Hungary…while acknowledging educational reforms aimed at enhancing the basic rights of young citizens, it expressed concern at allegations of child abuse and neglect, lawful corporal punishment within the family, problems in the area of birth registration, the high number of teen-age pregnancies and barriers to the enjoyment by disabled children of their rights. 

37. New Zealand acknowledged that the Marshall Islands had made progress in improving its human rights situation with limited resources. It noted that the country had not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights or the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and that, as indicated in the national report, more work needed to be done before the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities could be ratified and the related regional Biwako Millennium Framework could be implemented. 

43. The United Kingdom believed that there was a pressing need to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and underlined the importance of amending the Constitution to prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
56. The following recommendations will be examined by the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 
16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011:

56.5. Ratify the main international human rights instruments, particularly 
ICCPR and ICESCR, the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and the 
Optional Protocol thereto, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocols to CEDAW and the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Spain); 

56.6. Ratify ICCPR and the two Optional Protocols thereto, ICESCR and the Optional Protocol thereto, ICERD, the Optional Protocol to CEDAW, CAT and the two Optional Protocols to CRC, as well as CRPD (Slovakia); 

56.7. Sign the CRPD treaty (Hungary); ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and work to implement the Pacific Regional Strategy on Disability (Australia); 

56.24. Reinforce constitutional protections against discrimination to include sex, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity as prohibited grounds for discrimination (Canada); 
56.28. Include disability as prohibited grounds for discrimination in its 
Constitution (New Zealand); 

56.29. Develop comprehensive legislation and policies in favour of persons with disabilities, particularly with regard to non-discrimination, accessibility, education and awareness-raising (Spain); amend its domestic law to prohibit discrimination based on disability, and adopt a national plan to address the needs of the disabled community (United Kingdom); adopt measures to prohibit and prevent discrimination based on disability (Slovenia)
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MRT/1)

II. General legal and institutional framework 
E. The institutional framework for human rights
2. Ministry of Social Affairs, Children and the Family 
33. Pursuant to Decree No. 189-2008, the Ministry of Social Affairs, Children and the 

Family is responsible for: 

(a) Proposing projects and programmes to guarantee the promotion of the family, the integration of women in the development process, and the promotion and protection of disabled persons; 

III. Promotion and protection of human rights 
G. Social welfare 
64. The social security system, funded by the National Social Security Fund (CNSS), provides old age, disability, death (survivors), industrial accident and professional illness coverage, as well as family benefits. 

69. Mauritania has made substantial efforts to promote the rights of the disabled, including its ratification in January 2010 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. 

70. The Government’s interest in promoting and protecting the disabled also resulted in the adoption, in 2006, of Order No. 2006-043 on the promotion and protection of disabled persons, the establishment of a central office for the disabled in 2008, and reinforcement of the capacities of national disabled persons organizations. 

71. The Government has set up a multisectoral national council to deal with the many challenges facing disabled persons. 

72. Considerable work has been done in the area of special education and infrastructure development for disabled persons. 

73. A number of centres for the disabled were thus opened in 2009 and 2010. 

H. Right to health

81. Communicable diseases remain the most frequent cause of mortality, morbidity and disability. Populations most vulnerable to communicable diseases are those living in precarious conditions with regard to income, housing, crowding, access to potable water, illiteracy, lifestyle, poor hygiene and inadequate sanitation. 

M. Human rights awareness-raising  
111. The Government and national human rights institutions have carried out various activities to raise public awareness about human rights, including: 

• Dissemination by human rights organizations of human rights principles and values as part of information, education and communication campaigns on practices injurious to the health of women and children (female genital mutilation, early marriage, forced feeding) and other human rights themes (rights of disabled persons, rights of migrants, human trafficking) 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MRT/2)

I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations
1. In 2009, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recommended that 

Mauritania consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 1954. It also recommended that Mauritania ratify the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 

33. UNICEF stated that despite the legal recognition of the principle of non- discrimination, many children still suffer discrimination and abuse in relation to identity, receipt of social services and social protection (newborns, abandoned children, street children, domestic girls, beggar children, disabled children). CRC raised similar concerns.  

34. CRC recommended that Mauritania take all necessary measures to continue raising awareness of children with disabilities in order to change prevailing prejudices against children. 

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MRT/2)
I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations1 
1. In 2009, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recommended that 

Mauritania consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 1954. 

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination

33. UNICEF stated that despite the legal recognition of the principle of non- discrimination, many children still suffer discrimination and abuse in relation to identity, receipt of social services and social protection (newborns, abandoned children, street children, domestic girls, beggar children, disabled children). CRC raised similar concerns.  

34. CRC recommended that Mauritania take all necessary measures to continue raising awareness of children with disabilities in order to change prevailing prejudices against children.

Questions submitted in Advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.15)

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
91. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Mauritania, which considers that they have already been implemented or are in the process of implementation:
91.11. Continue its persistent efforts to promote mechanisms for the protection of the rights of children, particularly children with disabilities, and to secure their rights, and continue the implementation of programmes for children (Yemen);
92. The following recommendations will be examined by Mauritania, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human 
Rights Council, in March 2011. The responses of Mauritania to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session: 
92.3. Ratify the Optional Protocols to ICCPR, ICESCR, CAT and CEDAW, the Optional Protocol to CRC on children in armed conflict, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol thereto, and CED (Spain)
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/FSM/1) 

III. Promotion and protection of human rights

L. Health 

66.  Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) which include heart and cerebrovascular diseases, diabetes, cancers and chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases are the leading causes of death, illness, disability, off-island medical referral, and health care expenditures in the FSM. NCDs account for 8 of every 10 deaths that occur in the country. Assessments conducted in Pohnpei State in 2002 as well as in 2003 (with assistance from the World Health Organization, WHO) among adults ages 25-64 years revealed prospects of future morbidity and premature mortality.  

F. Disability 
103. Under the FSM Special Education Act of 1993, FSM recognizes its obligation to provide special education and necessary supplementary services to children with disability. Special education program is a specially designed instruction at no cost to the parents to meet unique needs of children with disability, including instruction conducted in the classrooms, homes, hospitals and institutions. Children with disability includes individuals from birth through age 21 who are evaluated as having mental retardation, hearing and visual impairments, serious emotional disturbance, other health impairments, learning disabilities, deaf-blindness, or multiple impairments, and who because of those impairments need special services.  

104. FSM desires to further build local capacity to effectively identify specific needs, opportunities and strategies in handling disability issues. The special education program utilizes highly specialized and technical skills that are not available locally. The growing cost of outsourcing most of the required specialized services to support the program is a critical factor that impedes the ability of the government in fully addressing concerns relating to disability.  

105. FSM’s non-governmental partners also need empowerment in order to assist the government in its efforts towards implementing social, cultural and legal solutions to the desires, aspirations, and interests of people with disability, including for their livelihood support and infrastructure. 

UN Compilation Report: N/A

Stakeholders Summary Report: N/A

Questions submitted in Advance: N/A

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.14)

A. Presentation by the State under review

8. The Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia was the supreme law of the land and guaranteed the right to life, liberty, equal protection and due process of law. It guaranteed non-discrimination on the basis of sex, race, ancestry, national origin, language or social status, as well as the right to property. It provided for freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, association and petition and for the non-establishment of religion and its free exercise. It recognized the right of people to education, health care and legal services. It protected the rights of persons with disabilities, the rights of defendants through the presumption of innocence, and the right against self-incrimination and double jeopardy. It prohibited capital punishment.

13. In 2004, the Federated States of Micronesia had adopted its Strategic Development

Plan to guide the nation for the next 20 years. A key matrix of the rolling development plan was on gender. Gender, as defined in the Plan, included women, young people, the elderly and the disabled.

14. As a nation, the Federated States of Micronesia recognized the rights of persons with disabilities and provided special services for disabled persons in the areas of education and medical care. Special programmes were available. Just this year, the Federated States of Micronesia had adopted a national policy on the disabled. Sanctioned by the National

Congress, the policy set out clear directions on protecting the rights of the disabled. The delegation indicated that the Federated States of Micronesia intended to sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by State under review

26. Mexico recognized the efforts of the Federated States of Micronesia regarding the promotion of and respect for human rights, and paid tribute to the significant progress made with respect to persons with disabilities, compulsory primary education and environmental protection.

27. Australia welcomed progress made in raising awareness about women’s issues, in particular the Government’s support for the first National Women’s Conference. It welcomed the commitment of the national Government to work with state governments to remove the three reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Australia highlighted the Pacific Regional Strategy on

Disability and noted the challenges faced by Micronesia in achieving development goals, as detailed in its national report. Australia made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

61. The following recommendations will be examined by the Federated States of

Micronesia, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. The responses of the Federated States of Micronesia to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its 16th session:

61.5 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol thereto, the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
III. Voluntary pledges and commitments

63. The Federated States of Micronesia made the following voluntary pledges:

(b) Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
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List of Abbreviations:

NPPPD  National Program on Promotion of Persons with Disabilities 

III.  State mechanism for the promotion and protection of human rights  
A.  Basic goal 

8. Mongolia, while delivering specific protection to civil and political rights including right to life, right to liberty and security, right to speech, freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, freedom of peaceful demonstration, freedom of movement and security of privacy, is also standing on a position to promote crucial economic, social and cultural rights such as right to education, culture and right to health. The Government’s action is well focused on the rights of persons with disabilities and citizens, who earn lower income than monthly average. Furthermore in 2008, legal aid centers were established in all 21 aimags (province) and districts of the capital city. Their primary aim is to provide legal advice to financially insolvent and vulnerable persons and to prevent that their rights are not violated because of their social origin or status. 

B.  Legal and Institutional Background  
13. Mongolia is a party to core human rights instruments namely, the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, its Optional Protocol, International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Racial Discrimination, CEDAW, CAT, CRC, its Optional Protocols, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, its Optional Protocol and Labor Conventions. Mongolia ratified the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on April 23, 2010.
C.  Human Rights Institutions 
15. Depending on their functions and competences assigned by law, the Mongolian ministries pursue human rights activities. For example, the MOJHA defines human rights protection policy and trend while MLSW takes a lead role in realization of right to work, right of persons with disabilities and many other rights in social welfare field. Also the 

Ministry of Education deals with right to education and Ministry of Health implements the right to healthcare service. In addition, implementing or regulatory agencies of the Government run specific human rights activities, namely National Authority for Children and National Committee for Gender Equality. 

IV. Promotion and protection of human rights Implementation of Human Rights Obligations 
19. The Government of Mongolia promotes and protects civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights while focusing on the protection of the rights of children, women, elderly people and persons with disabilities. Taking into account the experiences of other countries in human rights protection around the world, and also proposals, recommendations and concluding observations by the international human rights bodies, the Government of Mongolia is undertaking the following activities in the field of human rights. 

6. Right to Education

39. Based on the initiative and joint participation of state and private sectors, the purpose of state education policy is to develop education service that offers sufficient knowledge to live healthy and satisfied. In conformity with above, education content is to be reformed periodically by creating opportunity for pupils from their senior’s level to choose subjects of their choice. After his or her postsecondary education, a pupil has alternatives either to go to a higher education institution or vocational training schools. If a pupil to choose VTS, the government pays his/her tuition fee and dormitory charges and provides a stipend. There exist specially equipped schools and classes for pupils with disabilities. 6 special schools for pupils with disabilities were established in Mongolia, which offer primary, secondary, post secondary education. The school dropouts with disabilities have access to education through special programs and they prove to be useful. 

40. Higher education institutions choose their students on the basis of competitive entry examinations. Students from lower income or herder family, children with disabilities or orphans are financially supported by the State Training Fund in forms of grant or loan. 

Talented or students with strong academic record may also receive scholarships and financial incentives. Students, who study far from their permanent residence, collect travel payment and urban students benefit from transportation costs. 

7. Election Rights

45. Persons with disabilities and detained persons still cannot exercise their right to vote because of unsatisfactory organization of elections. It becomes necessary to address this issue. The lack of braille letters in the ballot paper and wheelchair access is a major problem for persons with disabilities to vote. 

18.  Rights of persons with disabilities 
74. There are 76369 persons with disabilities living in Mongolia, of which 46 percent is female and 54 percent is male. 33 percent is all disabled are of natural birth while 67 percent is from causes acquired. 

75. The rights of the persons with disabilities are specifically regulated by the Law on 

Social Welfare of Persons with Disabilities, Law on Social Insurances, Law on Granting Petitions and Payments from Social Insurance Fund for Industrial Accidents and 

Profession-related Diseases, Law on Citizen’s Health Insurance, Health Law and Law on 

Employment Promotion. The Parliament and the Government papers, such as the State 

Population Policy and NPPPD, are also to play crucial role. The Rights of Mongolian persons with disabilities now can be protected at international level as the Parliament of 

Mongolia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its 

Optional Protocol on December 19, 2008. 

76. Within the objective to increasing employment rate of persons with disabilities, a number of employees with disabilities in each organization has been regulated. According to the amendment of August 3, 2007 that was made to Article 111 of the Labor Law, organizations with 25 or more employees shall employ 4 or more percent of its total employees by persons with disabilities and pygmies.

77. The Government has undertaken specific measures concerning employment, social welfare and protection of the persons with disabilities, but also in developing their skills and guaranteeing their rights. As mentioned above, The Government approved the NPPPD in 2006. The Program differs from any other policies or programs as it focuses on social welfare, as well as participation of the persons with disabilities in social life by creating friendly environment for them. 

78. In order to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Government of Mongolia, in its Action Plan 2008-2012, included vital objectives, such as to increase comfortable life-style and development possibilities for the persons with disabilities, and to provide them with standard infrastructures. 

79. The MLSW maintains policy to expand cooperation with NGOs on publication and distribution of Braille books for blind persons, and on public awareness of participation of persons with disabilities in social life.  

20. Food Security

86. The result of 2006 survey on risky factors of food and nutrition reveals that, of total percent of adults 4.9 percent is underweighted, 21.8 percent is overweighed and 9.8 percent is with obesity. It also clarifies that food shortage is at high level among those who are of vulnerable part of society, including orphans, persons with disabilities, elderly and poor households. Therefore, with financial assistance from Asian Development Bank, since 2008 the Government of Mongolia has been implementing the sub-program on providing food and nutrition support to vulnerable sections of society. 

VI.  National human rights priorities  
99. The River Tuul was seriously polluted due to examinations carried out by the competent authorities in 2007. For example, 2-3 tons of fish died to extent of 40 kilometers as some factories spill their waste water directly into the River Tuul. As of 2000, 11.6 percent (highly) and 2 percent (extremely) of eco-system of the Steppe Zone, which is 33.8 percent of the total territory of Mongolia, were degraded respectively due to improper human activities. On the one hand, it is related to consciousness of people, and on the other hand, it proves inadequate implementation of legislation, policy or program and insufficient budget. Also, individuals play roles in degrading environment using unauthorized chemicals at gold mines. As a result, families engaged in artisan mines tend to have brain- paralyzed, mentally-ill or naturally disabled babies, which may severely affect the genetic sources of the Mongolians. Therefore, the Government of Mongolia is implementing activities step by step to address and overcome these problems. The budgetary resources for the protection of citizens’ right to healthy and safe environment must be increased further.  

100. Participation by the relevant organizations is vital in the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and hence, in order to promote their rights, the special legislation and political, economic and social, as well as infrastructural and psychological environment are much needed. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MNG/2 )

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law. 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
20. While noting measures taken to protect vulnerable children from discrimination, 

CRC remained concerned that gender-based discrimination affected both boys and girls and that children experienced unequal treatment, inter alia, based on a child’s ethnic group, disability, living standards, family and residential location. It was also concerned at the social exclusion of children with disabilities due to improper infrastructures and to their lack of access to education, social welfare and health services. 

21. The Special Rapporteur on the right to education observed the segregation of children with disabilities who were placed in non-formal education centres and recommended that Mongolia design and implement educational programmes to allow for the gradual inclusion of students with disabilities in the education system.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/MNG/3)

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations 
1. Equality and non-discrimination 
21. JS10 noted that there was no condition in place for children with disabilities to study in a regular school: teachers were not trained; nursing and caring was impossible at school and that there was a negative public attitude towards children with disabilities. JS10 further noted that no school was provided with Braille books and speaking instruments. There were no lesson books for children with hearing difficulties.
2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
24. NHRCM recommended the establishment of a national preventative mechanism within its structure. The NHRCM also found that it was essential to establish an independent monitoring mechanism within the structure of the Government which includes persons with disabilities and representatives of their organizations, and other stakeholders involved in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. 

7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

51. The Joint Submission 10 (JS10) further noted that as most medical services and drugs were costly, persons with disabilities could not access to quality medical service.  

Hospitals, sanatoriums and other medical facilities were not accessible to persons with disabilities.

54. JS10 referred to problems experienced by persons with disabilities in accessing public services and buildings, including educational establishments and hospitals, and using public transportation because of the lack of adequate physical requirements of the buildings and public transportation. It noted that many people with disabilities lived in the homes of relatives or in traditional dwelling ger with no heating, clean and hot water, or a toilet.

Written Replies to Advanced Questions
CZECH REPUBLIC
• What steps has Government of Mongolia taken for the protection of the young girls and women who became victims of sexual exploitation and for assisting them, for compensating damages, restoring their reputation, or for their rehabilitation? 
According to the Law on Social Welfare, the Government provides community based social welfare services including organizing several activities for employment, assist in overcoming poverty, to cover them in projects and programs, rehabilitation service, to accommodate, and cover with home based care and welfare. Elderly people, people with disability, children living in difficult situation, citizens who were abused and violated are covered by these services and reference cost per person is paid from Social Welfare Fund to citizens, entities, organizations which provide services. For instance cost for 1 day- service including accommodation and care for 1 person is 9000 MNT.  

Slovenia

• The ILO committee of experts reported a high drop-out rate of children of herders, while CRC reported about limited access to education by children from herder families in remote and rural areas, by children from families that migrated to the capital city and by children from informal mining communities. What measures does the Government intend to take for improvement of the situation? 

Higher education institutions choose their students on the basis of competitive entry examinations. Students from lower income or herder family, children with disabilities or orphans are financially supported by the State Training Fund in forms of grant or loan. Talented or students with strong academic record may also receive scholarships and financial incentives. Students, who study far from their permanent residence, collect travel payment and urban students benefit from transportation costs.

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.3)

A. Presentation by the State under review 
9. Mongolia, while providing specific protection of civil and political rights, was also committed to promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights. The Government’s actions were also focused on the rights of persons with disabilities and of citizens with monthly incomes lower than the national average. In addition, protecting the rights of national minorities was a priority of Government action, as it implemented non- discriminatory policies and legislation concerning the rights of national minorities. 

16. The Government had been working to implement the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, and its Action Plan 2008-2012 included such objectives as providing persons with disabilities with standard facilities, as well as opportunities for a comfortable lifestyle. The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare had sought to expand its cooperation with non-governmental organizations through the publication and distribution of Braille books for blind persons, and by raising public awareness about the need to ensure the participation of persons with disabilities in social life. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

28. Morocco…welcomed Mongolia’s actions regarding the protection of the rights of minorities and the creation of legal aid centres. Morocco also welcomed the efforts to ensure the protection of disabled persons, the adoption of the law on the protection of child rights, and the Programme on Gender Equality. Morocco took note of Mongolia’s efforts in the areas of health, education, employment and the reform of the electoral system. 

41. Slovakia welcomed the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

53. Efforts had been made to improve the relevant legislation, and a number of 

programmes had been implemented to address the needs of persons with disabilities. The access of persons with disabilities to public office needed to be further addressed. A lack of knowledge about the rights of persons with disabilities had been observed, and thus the Government would continue to enhance those measures to address the problem. 

55. Turkey welcomed the establishment of legal aid centres in all provinces and the National Programme on the Promotion of Persons with Disabilities, and asked for further information in that regard. 

60. The United States…expressed concern at the discrimination based on disabilities, human trafficking and the difficulties faced by religious minorities in registering and building places of worship. 
76. Ukraine welcomed the adoption of national action programmes for human rights. It shared the concern of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women over the lack of measures to eliminate discrimination against women with regard to access to health, employment and participation in political and public life, and the concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child about the social exclusion of children with disabilities.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
84. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Mongolia and enjoy its support: 

84.28. Successfully implement its plan of action for the period 2008-2012, which was adopted by the Government with a view to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Russian Federation);
84.37. For the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, the participation of all relevant organizations is vital in order to promote their rights as well as the infrastructural and psychological environment are much needed (Kazakhstan); 
84.38. Undertake special measures concerning employment, social welfare and protection of the rights of vulnerable groups, in particular women and persons with disabilities (Islamic Republic of Iran); 
84.59. Support the efforts to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups such as children, women, disabled persons and the elderly (Cuba); 
84.60. Increase awareness regarding disability rights, and make all appropriate accommodations for disabled voters (United States); 
84.61. Design and implement educational programmes for the gradual inclusion of students with disabilities in the education system (Slovenia); 
84.100. Introduce appropriate measures necessary to allow persons with disabilities to exercise their right to vote (Slovakia); 
84.101. Take effective measures to ensure that persons with disabilities and detained persons can exercise their right to vote (Islamic Republic of Iran)
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National Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/PAN/1/Rev.1)

IV. Regulatory and institutional framework

B. Institutional framework 
30. The National Secretariat for the Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities 

(SENADIS), which is tasked with managing and implementing social policies for persons with disabilities, acts in accordance with the following guiding principles: equal opportunity and respect for human rights, with a special emphasis on non-discrimination and citizen participation. 

31. The National Advisory Council on Disability (CONADIS), which is made up of 

State institutions and civil society organizations, is the inter-agency advisory and support body responsible for promoting the implementation of social policies in this area. Equal 

Opportunity Offices have been set up in all State institutions to serve as mechanisms for inter-agency coordination and consultation and to support good working relationships with a view to disseminating and gaining support for policies that promote the full integration of persons with disabilities into society. 

V. Promotion and protection of human rights 
A. Civil and political rights 

2. Equality and non-discrimination  
42. The Constitution states that there shall be no privileges, exemptions or discrimination on grounds of race, birth, disability, social class, gender, religion or political views. Furthermore, Panama has signed the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Accordingly, all such forms of discrimination are prohibited in Panama. 

43. Act No. 11 of 2005 prohibits employment discrimination on grounds of race, birth, disability, social class, gender, religion or political views. It also prohibits the publication, dissemination or transmission by any medium of offers of paid employment in which a person must be of a specific age in order to qualify. In addition, it establishes the penalties for violations of Act No. 11. 

B. Economic, social and cultural rights 
1. The right to health 
65. The Ministry of Health has established the right to universal, free access to health- care services in its facilities for the following vulnerable groups: children up to the age of 5 years, women during pregnancy and the post-natal period, persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples in the most underprivileged sectors of society. 

5. The right to social security and welfare 
79. The Social Security Fund Organization Act 30 introduced significant reforms in Panama’s social security system. Under this new law, the Fund is established as a public- law entity responsible for administering the maternity and sickness insurance funds, the disability, old age and death insurance funds, and the occupational hazards programme. 

This law also broadens coverage for self-employed workers, provides that pregnant minors are to receive comprehensive health care and makes widowers eligible for the survivor’s pension.  

81. A number of important innovations have been introduced with respect to financial benefits: the minimum and maximum disability and old age pension benefits have been increased; an annual bonus has been introduced for pensioners and retirees; and a trust fund has been set up that the Government will pay into until 2060. In addition, a hybrid system has been established for the disability, old age and death insurance funds by changing the pay-as-you-go actuarial methodology and introducing a mixed subsystem that includes an individual savings component and new old-age pension schemes. 

C. Specific groups 
4. Persons with disabilities 
108. Since July 2009, in accordance with special legislation for the protection of the disabled, housing for persons with disabilities must be properly adapted to meet accessibility requirements. 

109. In 2005, an inclusive education initiative was launched which involves the adaptation of infrastructure, training of teaching staff and provision of audio-visual equipment with a view to enabling pupils with some form of disability to participate in the regular school system. 

110. Act No. 42 of 2001 establishes that all employers with 50 or more employees must employ a proportion of staff with disabilities representing no less than 2 per cent of their personnel. Pursuant to an executive decree, the Department for the Socio-economic 

Integration of Persons with Disabilities of the Ministry of Labour will oversee compliance with this provision. 

111. Programmes to help persons with disabilities to enter the labour market include the Annual Project to Improve the Employability of Persons with Disabilities, an employment assistance project and the AGORA PANAMÁ project (Occupational Management Offices in Latin America). 

5. Migrants

113. Decree Law No. 3 of 2008 established the National Migration Service, which ensures respect for migrants’ dignity and human rights and protects them from discrimination on grounds of nationality, social or economic status, disability, political beliefs, ethnic origin, sex, language or religion.  

VI. Achievements and best practices 

121. In 2008, the PAIL work assistance programme was set up to help the people who find it the most difficult to secure employment in the formal labour market. Under this 

programme, grants equivalent to three months’ worth of the legal minimum wage are provided to enable people to retrain in participating companies for that period of time. The State subsidizes 50 per cent of the grant and the participating company the remaining 50 per cent. The State covers 100 per cent of the grant in the case of persons with disabilities. 

VII. Challenges and constraints 

133. It is very important to ensure the availability of formal education in indigenous areas of Panama and to properly preserve the customs and traditions of these ethnic groups, of which we are very proud. To this end, bilingual, intercultural education programmes are being implemented. The National Plan for Inclusive Education and the Education Support 

Service promotes the acceptance and inclusion of students with disabilities in educational centres attended by students who do not have such conditions. 

134. The results of the first national survey on disabilities, which was carried out in 2006, indicate that the disability prevalence rate in Panama is 11.3 per cent. This finding has made it possible to target public policies for persons with disabilities in line with the commitment undertaken by Panama when it signed and ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It must be acknowledged, however, that constraints still exist that hinder the country’s efforts to fully comply with some of the legal standards in this respect. 

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/PAN/2)

I. Background and framework 
C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure 
15. UNCT also says that a human rights directorate began work in the Ministry of the Interior and Justice in 2010. The National Council for HIV Prevention and Control was set up in 2008. Specialized agencies have also been set up to protect the rights of persons with disabilities (SENADIS, the National Secretariat for the Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities) and food security (SENAPAN, the National Secretariat for the Food and Nutritional Security Plan).

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/PAN/3)
I. Background and framework 

B. Constitutional and legislative framework 
4. RDH points out that in 2008 the Human Rights Committee drew attention to a phrase in article 12 of the Panamanian Constitution that allows an application for naturalization to be turned down on grounds of physical or mental disability. RDH recommends that Panama comply with the Committee’s recommendation.

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.4) 

A. Presentation by the State under review 
13. The Panamanian Constitution provides that work is both a right and a duty, and bans 

labour discrimination on the grounds of race, birth, disability, social class, gender, religion or political ideas. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

33. China welcomed the efforts made by Panama to improve the health of the population, promote employment, ensure compulsory education, eliminate domestic violence, prevent discrimination against HIV/AIDS patients, eliminate discrimination against women, protect the rights of the disabled, promote food security and prevent deforestation.

55. Peru highlighted the establishment of the National Secretariat for Children and Adolescence, the National Institute for Women and the Secretariat and the National Council for Persons with Disabilities. It commended the universal and free access to health care for children up to the age of 5, pregnant women and women who have just given birth, persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples. 

56. Costa Rica particularly commended Panama for the 2010-2014 Strategic Plan focusing on the most vulnerable groups. It also acknowledged the existence of the National Secretariat on Children, Adolescents and the Family, the National Institute for Women and the National Secretariat for the Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities. 

59.  Jamaica noted that nearly half of the 2010 budget was allocated to social expenditure, and praised the establishment of the 2010-2014 Strategic Plan addressing the problems of vulnerable groups and providing programmes to assist persons with disabilities in entering the labour market.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 
70. The following recommendations will be examined by Panama, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the 16th session of the Human Rights Council, in March 2011. 

70.10. Revise the Constitution, in accordance with the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to avoid the rejection of naturalization for individuals on the grounds of physical or mental disability (Mexico); 
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III. A commitment to freedom, equality, and dignity

A. Freedom of expression, religion, association, and political participation 

4. Freedom of political participation

27. Other laws, such as the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and the Help 

America Vote Act of 2002, help increase historically low registration rates of minorities and persons with disabilities that have resulted from discrimination, and protect the equal rights of all by facilitating complete and accurate voter rolls. 

B. Fairness and equality

31. The United States aspires to foster a society in which, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. put it, the success of our children is determined by the “content of their character.” We are not satisfied with a situation where the unemployment rate for African Americans is 15.8%, for Hispanics 12.4%, and for whites 8.8%, as it was in February 2010.  We are not satisfied that a person with disabilities is only one fourth as likely to be employed as a person without disabilities.  We are not satisfied when fewer than half of African-American and Hispanic families own homes while three quarters of white families do.  We are not satisfied that whites are twice as likely as Native Americans to have a college degree.  The United States continues to address such disparities by working to ensure that equal opportunity is not only guaranteed in law but experienced in fact by all Americans.   

1. Fairness, equality, and persons with disabilities 
33. United States law and practice provide broad and effective protections against, and remedies for, disability-based discrimination.  The most notable of these is the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the first national civil rights legislation in the world to unequivocally prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities, which was amended in 2008 to ensure broader protections.  The intent of these laws is to prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability and remove barriers to the full and equal inclusion of people with disabilities in U.S. society.  These laws cover areas of life including education, health care, transportation, housing, employment, technology, information and communication, the judicial system, and political participation.  To ensure implementation of these laws, a variety of technical assistance and remedies have been supported with federal funds.  For example, training has been provided to the public and private sectors on implementation of the ADA; parent training information centers empower families to understand and claim their rights; and federally funded centers for independent living support the empowerment of individuals with disabilities to live where and with whom they choose in their communities.  The Department of Justice and other federal departments and agencies have the authority to enforce these laws and, in this regard, receive complaints and utilize mediation and litigation as appropriate.  On July 30, 2009, the United States signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and is pursuing the necessary steps toward ratification, which the Administration strongly supports. Upon the 20th anniversary of the ADA, President Obama further demonstrated the nation’s commitment to continued vigilance and improvement by announcing new regulations that increase accessibility in a variety of contexts and commit the federal government to hiring more persons with disabilities.  Although we recognize that discrimination and access problems persist, which we are actively striving to address, the substantive equality of persons with disabilities in the United States has improved enormously in the past few decades. 

2. Fairness, equality, and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) persons 
34. In each era of our history there tends to be a group whose experience of discrimination illustrates the continuing debate among citizens about how we can build a more fair society.  In this era, one such group is LGBT Americans.  In 2003, reversing a prior decision, the Supreme Court struck down a state criminal law against sodomy, holding that criminalizing consensual private sexual practices between adults violates their rights under the Constitution.  With the recent passage of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009, the United States has bolstered its authority to prosecute hate crimes, including those motivated by animus based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability…

7. Fairness and equality in housing 
45. The United States protects citizens from discrimination in housing through the Fair 

Housing Act of 1968, which prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial status, or disability.  Housing providers, both public and private, as well as other entities, such as municipalities, banks, and homeowners’ insurance companies, are all covered by the Act.  There is also a robust legal infrastructure in place for the investigation and prosecution of housing discrimination claims brought under the Act.  Additionally, the 1974 Equal Credit Opportunity Act prohibits discrimination in the extension of credit, encompassing the actions of mortgage lenders and banks.   

8. Fairness and equality in education 
47. The United States is committed to providing equal educational opportunities to all children, regardless of their individual circumstances, race, national origin, ethnicity, gender, or disability.  Consistent with this commitment, the federal government uses educational programs to ensure that federal dollars assist underserved students and develop strategies that will help such students succeed.  The federal government has also taken steps to ensure that students with disabilities have access to technology, and to provide low- income students and students of color with increased access to early learning and college.  In addition, the Department of Education administers and promotes programs that seek to provide financial aid to all students in need; promotes educational equity for women and students of color; assists school districts in offering educational opportunities to Native Hawaiians, American Indians, and Alaska Natives; and provides grants to strengthen historically Black colleges and universities and other institutions serving previously underserved populations. 

48. Additionally, the Departments of Justice and Education enforce numerous laws, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the 

Patsy T. Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act of 1972 (Title IX), and the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, and age with regard to education.  In this capacity, the Justice Department is a party to more than 200 court cases addressing equal opportunities for students, and is involved in numerous out-of-court investigations, many of which have led to settlement agreements.  The Department of Education investigates and resolves civil rights complaints filed by individuals, resolving 6,150 such complaints in the most recent fiscal year, and initiates compliance reviews where information suggests widespread discrimination.  The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires public schools to make available to all eligible children with disabilities a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment appropriate to their individual needs. 

C. Dignity

3. Dignity and criminal sanctions 

63. In 2009, the death penalty was applied in 52 cases in the United States, about half the number of a decade earlier.  The death penalty is authorized by 35 states, the federal government, and the U.S. military.  There are currently 16 jurisdictions without the death penalty.  While state governments retain primary responsibility for establishing procedures and policies that govern state capital prosecutions, the Supreme Court has excluded from application of the death penalty those offenders who, at the time of the offense, were under age 18 or had intellectual disabilities.

UN Compilation Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/USA/2) 

III. Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints 
78. UN-Habitat stated that the Home Affordable Modification Program provides over 1.2 million borrowers offers for modification trials. The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of race, colour, national origin, religion, sex, familial status and disability.

Stakeholders Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/USA/3/Rev.1)

I. Background and framework 
A. Scope of international obligations 
8.  USHRN noted the failure of the US to signal intent to ratify the CRC and CEDAW. 

While commending the signature of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, USHRN noted that it lingers without ratification.

B. Constitutional and legislative framework 

11. Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund indicated that legal and structural problems result in gaps in the enjoyment of their human rights by persons with disabilities.

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground 
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law  
2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person 
30. USHRN referred to the discriminatory imposition of the death penalty; the lack of compliance with the International Court of Justice’s judgment in Avena and Other Mexican Nationals; the execution of persons with mental disabilities; and the inhumane and degrading conditions of death row facilities. ABA reported that some jurisdictions in the US continue to impose the death penalty in a manner that reflects racial disparities and fails to meet fundamental standards of competency of defense counsel and judicial review of constitutional claims following conviction. ABA indicated that post-conviction collateral review continues to be curtailed by the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Reform Act of 1996.

3. Administration of justice, including impunity and the rule of law 
45. USHRN indicated that the US falls short of its human rights obligations in the administration of justice, particularly relating racially sentencing and sentencing of juveniles to life without parole, conditions of confinement violating women’s reproductive rights, and rights of prisoners with disabilities; treatment of individuals in high security facilities and of political prisoners. Dui Hua Foundation (Dui Hua) recommended that US states with indeterminate parole systems establish independent parole boards with judiciary oversight. HRAlert referred to corruption in the courts and the legal profession, and discrimination of US law enforcement in California.

Questions submitted in Advance
Czech Republic 
• Does the Government considers ratifying the core human rights instruments as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 

Optional Protocol thereto, Optional Protocols to the International Covenant of 

Civil and Political Rights, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women and Optional Protocol thereto, Optional 

Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Convention on the Rights of the Child and Optional Protocols thereto, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Optional Protocol thereto and International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance?  

Questions in Advance-Addendum 1
United Kingdom

• The UK also welcomes your commitment to seek progress in achieving greater fairness for minorities, persons with disabilities and LGBT individuals amongst others.  Could you tell us what efforts the Federal government has recently made to ensure consistency and equality across the individual States?  

Questions in Advance-Addendum 3
Mexico

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  

• What obstacles does the United States face for the ratification of the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and what measures have been undertaken to address them? 

Working Group Draft Report (A/HRC/WG.6/9/L.9)

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

28. In addressing a number of observations and recommendations related to ratification of treaties, the delegation noted that its practice was to ensure that it could fully implement a treaty before it became a party to it and not to ratify unless it could do so. Under its Constitution, such ratification required approval of two thirds of the United States Senate. The United States was strongly committed to ratifying the CEDAW and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
36. The United States continues to be a world leader in protecting disability rights. In addition to signing the Disabilities Convention, it vigorously enforces laws against architectural barriers and unnecessary institutionalization. In the past year, the United States filed or participated in more than a dozen lawsuits to promote full inclusion of persons with disabilities. 

77. New Zealand stated that the United States had demonstrated leadership in the promotion of human rights. It noted with appreciation that the United States had excluded the death penalty for those under 18 years of age at the time of the offence, and those with intellectual disabilities. However, it noted that significant numbers of people continued to be executed. New Zealand welcomed the signing by the United States of CPRD.

91. It is a testament to the steady erosion of barriers of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, disability, and ethnicity that United States delegation members of such diversity were present to speak for the United States today.  

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

92. In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the United States of America: 

92.1. Ratify without reservations the following conventions and protocols: 
CEDAW; the ICESCR; the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

92.4. Ratify ICESCR and its Optional Protocol; the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Spain); 
92.5. Continue its efforts to realise universal human rights by a) ratifying 
CEDAW; b) becoming a party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; c) acceding to ICESCR; d) ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Canada);

92.17. Ratify ICESCR, CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other core human rights treaties as soon as possible (China); 
92.18. Ratify additional human rights treaties such as the ICESCR; the Convention of the Rights of the Child; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances and the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in order to further strengthen their support to the United Nations Human Rights mechanisms (Netherlands); 
92.21. Consider ratifying CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Austria);

92.24. Ratify at its earliest opportunity other core human rights instruments, particularly, those to which it is already a signatory, namely CEDAW, Convention on the Rights of the Child, ICESCR, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Thailand); 

92.35. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as a matter of priority (New Zealand); Become a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Australia); 

92.109. Promote equal socio-economic as well as educational opportunities for all both in law and in fact, regardless of their ethnicity, race, religion, national origin, gender or disability (Thailand); 

92.114. Increase its efforts to effectively guarantee human rights of persons with disabilities, while welcoming the signing of the Convention and urging their prompt implementation (Costa Rica); 

92.116. Continue its intense efforts to undertake all necessary measures to ensure fair and equal treatment of all persons, without regard to sex, race, religion, colour, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability, and encourage further steps in this regard (Israel); 

92.133. Abolish the death penalty, which is also applied to persons with mental disabilities and commute those which have already been imposed (Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela); 
92.198. Reinforce the broad range of safeguards in favour of the most vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities and the homeless to allow them the full enjoyment of their rights and dignity (Morocco);
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