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Azerbaijan, E/C.12/AZE/CO/3
5.
The Committee recommends that the State party improve its human rights training programmes  so  as to promote better knowledge, awareness and application of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in particular among the judiciary, law enforcement officials and other actors responsible for the implementation of the Covenant, as well as among the rights holders. The Committee also draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 9 (1998) on the domestic application of the Covenant. 

6.
The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the State Program on Development of Official Statistics in 2013-2017 includes all the data necessary to monitor the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights under the Covenant disaggregated by sex, disability, ethnicity, urban and rural area and other relevant criteria.

7.
The Committee notes with concern that due to one-year time limitations, the Human Rights Commissioner (Ombudsman) had to reject more than half of the individual complaints received. The Committee also remains concerned about the capacity of the Ombudsman to deal with complaints related to the private sector. 

The Committee recommends that the State party take positive steps so that the one year limitation not be the barrier to file complaints and ensure that all economic, social and cultural rights are fully covered and protected by its mandate. 

8.
The Committee is concerned that minorities, particularly the Lezghin and the Talysh populations, continue to be the victims of widespread discrimination, in particular in employment, housing, health and education. (art.2)

The Committee recommends that the State party pursue its efforts to eliminate any forms of discrimination against  minorities, particularly the Lezghin and the Talysh populations, stating clearly that it does not tolerate any form of discrimination or violence against persons based on their national or ethnic origin, and promoting the involvement of the population at large in this process.  In this regard, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 20 (2009) on non-discrimination in economic, social and cultural rights.

9.
While appreciating the State party’s efforts to improve the situation of the large number of refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), asylum seekers and stateless persons, the Committee is concerned that many of them are still living in sub-standard conditions and that they are not fully enjoying their economic, social and cultural rights, in particular access to health care, adequate housing and legal employment. (art. 2)

The Committee recommends that the State party further strengthen its efforts to ensure that all the economic social and cultural rights of refugees, IDPs, and asylum seekers, including public health care, adequate housing and legal employment, are guaranteed. 

The Committee also recommends that the State party implement a status determination procedure to identify stateless persons in the country and to grant them a legal status which would improve their enjoyment of economic social and cultural rights.  Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State Party ensure the right of refugees and asylum-seekers to register their marriages by lifting the administrative requirements or grant a special measure to facilitate their right to marry. 

10.
While recognizing the Gender Equality Act adopted in 2006, the Committee expresses its concern at the still prevailing strong gender role stereotypes in the family and society and their negative impact on the enjoyment by women of their economic, social and cultural rights. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the gender disparity in the field of education, the lack of equal employment opportunities for women and the lack of measures to protect them from discrimination in employment based on their marital status and pregnancy. (art.3)

The Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to eliminate the gender role stereotypes and prejudices through awareness-raising campaigns. The Committee also calls on the State party to adopt specific legislation on equal employment between men and women and to include measures to enforce it through the proper mechanisms, including   temporary special measures, such as the establishment of employment quotas in the public sector. It also requests the State party to include, in its next periodic report, statistics on the participation in the labour market and on the average actual earnings disaggregated by sex, occupation, branch of activity, and level of qualifications, with respect to the public and private sector and by geographic area.
11.
The Committee is concerned about the rising unemployment among young persons under the age of 35 years as well as on the unemployment situation of persons with disabilities, immigrants and other social minorities. (art. 6 and 7)  

The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its programmes and adopt effective strategies to reduce unemployment rates, with special attention on young persons and minorities, and move progressively towards the full realization of their right to work, avoiding any retrogressive step with regard to the protection of workers’ labour rights. The Committee recommends that the State party enforce the quotas for employment for persons with disabilities both in public and private sector organizations and enterprises. The Committee recommends that high-quality vocational training, especially for the long-term unemployed, continue to be prioritized taking into account the needs of disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups. 

The Committee further recommends the adoption of employment strategies and plans of action targeting regions where unemployment is most severe. It also requests that the State party submit updated tables of annual statistics on the general employment situation, disaggregated by sex, age, nationality, disability, and by urban and rural region in its next periodic report.
15.
The Committee is concerned about the restrictions on the right to strike of workers, especially in the air and railway transport sectors. The Committee is also concerned about the reports received on the practice followed by international companies, in particular national and transnational oil companies, of repressing collective agreements, trade unions and reprimand of trade union activities. (art. 8)

The Committee recommends that the State party consider amending the Labour Code and the Criminal Code so as to ensure that all workers can exercise their right to strike, in particular those working in the air and railway transport sectors, as well as those in the oil industry. It also requests that the State party submit updated statistics on the number of trade unions per industry, disaggregated by number of workers affiliated, sex, age, nationality, disability, by urban or rural regions in its next periodic report.

17.
The Committee remains concerned about the right to education for children with disabilities, in particular the lack of services to facilitate the inclusion into schools, lack of trained teachers, physical barriers and obstacles resulting in high dropout rates of children with disabilities. (art. 2 and 13)

The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the full enjoyment of the right to education to children with disabilities and to ensure that all measures are taken in this regard. The Committee requests that the State party include in its next periodic report statistics on the number of schools that enrolled students with disabilities disaggregated by academic year, sex and disability by urban and rural regions.

18.
 While recognizing the Law on Domestic Violence of 2010, the Committee remains concerned about the persistence of domestic violence and expresses its concerns about   inadequate application of the law,  including the failure of law enforcement officials to intervene in violence against refugee women and girls. (art. 2 and 10)

The Committee recommends that the State party carry out focused awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the population on the severe effects of domestic violence, and ensure the systematic training of local authorities, law enforcement and police officials, social workers and medical personnel on how to detect and adequately advise women victims of domestic violence, including refugee women and girls.  

The Committee requests that the State party provide further information on the sanctions and punishment imposed on the perpetrators in its next report.

19.
While the Committee welcomes the efforts of the State party to raise the legal age for marriage to 18 years for girls and boys and the strong sanctions on violations of this legal prohibition of underage marriage, it is concerned at the possible continued practice of early marriages, especially among IDPs and in rural areas.

The committee recommends that the State party monitor the implementation of the revised family code and provide in its next periodic report information on the prevalence of underage marriage in the country, disaggregated by different ethnic and religious groups, IDPs and by urban and rural areas.

20.
The Committee is concerned about the trafficking of persons in the State party, in particular for the purpose of forced labour predominantly in the construction sector. (art. 6,  7 and 10)

The Committee recommends that the State party continue its efforts to combat trafficking in persons through the development of effective programs, combating all aspects of trafficking in particular for the purpose of forced labor, especially to undertake supervisory visits to construction companies. It should ensure that all individuals responsible for trafficking in persons are prosecuted and punished in a way that is commensurate with the gravity of the crimes committed.

21.
The Committee remains concerned that migrant workers without valid visa do not have access to effective legal remedies in case of exploitation.  (art. 6 and 7)

The Committee recommends that the State party ensures that migrant workers can fully exercise their rights, including equal opportunities to obtain effective redress in the courts when their rights under the Covenant have been violated.

22.
The Committee is concerned about the information received on the thousands of forced evictions, unlawful expropriations and demolitions with little or no notice carried out in the capital Baku primarily in respect of apartments and homes in middle-class neighbourhoods for the purpose of building parks, highways and luxury apartments. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of consultation, adequate compensation and effective legal remedies. (art. 11)

The Committee urges the State party to halt all  expropriations that do not fully comply with the established international human rights standards. The Committee urges the State Party to guarantee the right to appeal in domestic courts to these households and to provide effective legal remedies, adequate compensation and guarantees of adequate alternative housing. 

The Committee also urges that the State party ensure that any relocation of homes necessary for city  renewal be carried out with prior consultations among affected households, with their informed consent and with full respect to the safety and dignity of people following an adequate and transparent procedure. 

The Committee further draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 7 (1997) on forced evictions.

23.
The Committee is concerned that, while the State party succeeded to drastically lower the level of poverty from almost 50% in 2002 to 7.6% in 2012, a considerable part of the population still live below the poverty line, especially the most disadvantaged and marginalized groups. The Committee is also concerned that the level of poverty is especially acute in rural areas. (art.10 and 11)

The Committee strongly urges the State party to intensify its efforts to combat poverty, especially among the most disadvantaged and marginalized members of the population, including persons with disabilities, IDPs, refugees, asylum seekers, stateless persons, and migrant workers and to reduce disparities between the capital and the rural areas, and provide information on the progress made in its next report, including sex-disaggregated data per year for the groups listed above. In that respect, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its statement concerning poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/2001/10).

Denmark, E/C.12/DNK/CO/5
4.
The Committee reiterates its concern that the State party has still not incorporated the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights into its domestic legislation. The Committee is also concerned that despite the State party’s statement that the Covenant is applied by the Danish courts, case law shows that international human rights treaties are rarely applied by courts or invoked by parties to a case, and that the Supreme Court has stated that non-incorporated treaties do not have direct effect in the domestic legal order.

The Committee recommends that the State party incorporate the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights into its domestic legislation, and improve the awareness and knowledge of the Covenant through human rights education and training programs, including for the judiciary. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No.9 (1998) on the domestic application of the Covenant.

7.
The Committee regrets that the State party has not adopted a comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation yet, but rather relies on different acts affording different levels of protection to different groups of individuals. (art.2)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation, guaranteeing protection for all against discrimination in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, as stipulated in article 2, paragraph 2, of the Covenant. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that such legislation also protects against discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation as well as disability. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No.20 (2009) on non-discrimination in economic, social and cultural rights.
11.
The Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities are disproportionately underrepresented in the labour market and that their participation is declining. The Committee is also concerned that domestic labour legislation does not include a standard duty on the employer to provide for reasonable accommodation. (art.6)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to promote an inclusive labour market for persons with disabilities and amend domestic labour legislation to include the standard duty for employers to provide for reasonable accommodation.
12.
The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not yet introduced a national minimum wage thus endangering in particular the right of workers not covered by collective agreements as well as persons with disabilities to equal remuneration for work of equal value. (art.7) 

The Committee recommends that the State party take legislative and other measures to introduce a national minimum wage. It also recommends that the State party ensure that the level of the national minimum wage is periodically reviewed and set at a level sufficient to provide all workers and their families with a decent standard of living.
13.
The Committee is concerned that the level of the basic social assistance allowance paid to persons under 25 years of age is not set at a level adequate to ensure a decent living. The Committee is also concerned that early retirement reform may preclude persons with disabilities under the age of 40 from accessing disability pensions.  (art.9)

The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the level of social assistance benefits for persons under 25 years of age is sufficient to ensure a decent living. It also recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that persons with disabilities under the age of 40 have access to disability pensions.
15.
The Committee is concerned that a significant number of children are placed in care outside of their home, including in institutional care. (art.10)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that family-type care rather than institutional care is offered for children deprived of a family environment. It also recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that children who are placed in care outside of their home, in particular children with disabilities, have access to adequate care. In this regard, the Committee recommends that the State party take into account the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children, annexed to General Assembly resolution 64/142.
20.
The Committee is concerned that children with disabilities are much less likely than children without disabilities to take final exams after completing compulsory primary and secondary education, and that, if they do, they perform less well in those exams compared to children without disabilities. (articles 13 and 14)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to ensure an inclusive education for children with disabilities. It also recommends that the State party ensure that teachers are trained to educate children with disabilities within regular schools and that children with disabilities are provided with the necessary equipment and support.
22.
The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that all disadvantaged and marginalized groups and individuals, including persons with disabilities, as well as children from low-income families and migrant children, and older persons can fully enjoy their right to take part in cultural life. 

25.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider signing and ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee also reiterates its recommendation to the State party to consider ratifying ILO Conventions No.117 on Social Policy (Basic Aims and Standards) and No.174 on the Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents.

Iran, E/C.12/IRN/CO/2
28.
The Committee is concerned that many children, in particular those in rural areas, are not registered at birth, creating an obstacle to school enrolment. It is concerned that refugee children have reduced access to primary education due to the lack of personal documents, the non-registration of their parents with the authorities, as well as imposition of enrolment fees.  The Committee is also concerned about the lack of access to education of children with disabilities, as well as children of nomadic communities (articles 13 and 14).

The Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to ensure that all children receive birth certificates and that the lack of such a document is not an impediment for school enrolment of a child. It recommends that the State party take measures to ensure that refugee children have access to education, regardless of whether their parents have registered with the authorities, and that primary education, including enrolment thereto, is offered free of charge. The Committee also recommends that the State party intensify its measures to guarantee an inclusive education for children with disabilities, including through the Organization for Special Children and the Seven-Point Guideline for Universal and Consolidated Education for Children and Students with Special Needs, and to ensure that all children of nomadic communities have access to primary education, including through the establishment of mobile schools.
33.
The Committee encourages the State party to sign and ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, as well as the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and withdraw its reservation to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Japan, E/C.12/JPN/CO/3
9.
The Committee notes with concern that significant cuts to budget allocations for social assistance have negatively impacted the enjoyment of economic and social rights, in particular for disadvantaged and marginalised groups of the population. (arts. 2(1), 2(2), 9, 11)

Recalling its general comment No. 3 (1998) on the nature of States parties’ obligations, the Committee calls on the State party to ensure that retrogressive measures are taken only in the context of the full use of the maximum available resources. Moreover, the Committee calls on the State party to monitor the impact of social benefits cuts on the recipients’ enjoyment of the Covenant rights. The Committee also draws the attention of the State party to paragraph 42 of general comment No. 19 (2007) on the right to social security as well as to the letter of 16 May 2012 from the Committee’s Chairperson to States Parties regarding Covenant obligations in the context of the world economic and financial crisis.
11.
The Committee notes with concern that the State party’s legislation does not provide full protection against discrimination on the grounds prohibited by the Covenant, in spite of the existence of legislative provisions on non-discrimination in such areas as employment. (art. 2(2))

The Committee calls on the State party to ensure that its laws effectively prohibit and provide sanctions for discrimination in all fields of economic, social and cultural rights in line with the Covenant provisions. In this regard, the Committee encourages the State party to adopt a comprehensive legislation on non-discrimination aiming at eliminating formal and substantive discrimination and providing for the implementation of special measures. The Committee also refers the State party to its general comment No. 20 (2009) on non-discrimination in economic, social and cultural rights.
12.
The Committee notes with concern that the State party’s legislation on employment does not fully protect against discrimination on the basis of disability. Moreover, the Committee is concerned that there is no legal obligation to provide reasonable accommodation in the workplace when required. The Committee also notes with concern that, in spite of measures taken such as those aimed at improving accessibility to work, persons with disabilities experience de facto discrimination in employment, including their placement in sheltered employment under sub-standard conditions. (art. 2(2))

The Committee calls on the State party to expedite the adoption of a revised Basic Act for Persons with Disabilities prohibiting discrimination against persons with disabilities in all aspects of employment and also establishing the obligation to provide reasonable accommodation in the workplace when required. The Committee also calls on the State party to apply labour standards to persons with disabilities working in sheltered facilities and to continue to promote opportunities for productive and gainful employment in the labour market for them, including through the application of quotas. The Committee furthermore encourages the State party to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
24.
Noting the complexity of relief response to the consequences of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima nuclear accident, the Committee is concerned that the specific needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, such as older persons, persons with disabilities, and women and children were not sufficiently met during the evacuation and in the rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts. (art. 11, 2(2)) 

Noting that the lessons learned from the consequences of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima nuclear accident have led to the adoption of new arrangements to better respond to the needs of affected communities, including vulnerable groups, in future relief and reconstruction efforts, the Committee recommends that, the State party adopt a human rights based approach to disaster response, risk mitigation and reconstruction efforts. In particular, the Committee recommends that the State party ensure that disaster management plans do not discriminate or lead to discrimination in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights.

The Committee requests the State party to provide in its next periodic report comprehensive information, including statistical data disaggregated by sex and vulnerable group, on the management of the consequences of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima nuclear accident as well as on victims’ enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights during the evacuation and in the rehabilitation and reconstruction works. The Committee also requests the State party to include information on how victims’ right to justice has been guaranteed.
Rwanda, E/C.12/RWA/CO/2-4
12.
The Committee is concerned about the high rate of unemployment which particularly affects women, people living in rural areas and marginalized and disadvantaged groups and peoples, including Batwa and the youth. The Committee is also concerned at the high unemployment rate of persons with disabilities and at the lack of information on the implementation of measures adopted to facilitate access to labour market for persons with disabilities including vocational training. The Committee is further concerned at the lack of comprehensive data on the impact of training and vocational programmes with regard to access to the labour market, in particular for young persons.  (art. 6).   

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to reduce the rate of unemployment and to reinforce targeted plans and programmes designed to combat unemployment of women, young persons, marginalized and disadvantaged persons and groups as well as persons living in rural areas, in order to achieve concrete results. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure the effective implementation of measures taken in favour of persons with disabilities in particular those related to their integration into the work of enterprises. The Committee further recommends that the State party provide in the next periodic report statistical data on the concrete impact of all measures taken to improve the unemployment rate and evaluate programmes to ensure that they respond to the labour market needs.
Togo, E/C.12/TGO/CO/1
12.
Le Comité note avec préoccupation les dispositions discriminatoires envers les personnes handicapées dans la législation de l’État partie, telles que celles de l’article 23 de l’ordonnance 1 du 4 janvier 1968, portant statut général des fonctionnaires, sur les conditions d’aptitude physique au recrutement dans la fonction publique. Par ailleurs, le Comité relève avec préoccupation que les personnes handicapées dans l’État partie se trouvent dans des situations d’exclusion sociale, y compris en raison des barrières comportementales et physiques. Le Comité regrette également que l’État partie n’ait pas fourni de données fiables et complètes tant sur le nombre de personnes handicapées que sur la jouissance de leurs droits économiques, sociaux et culturels. (art. 2(2))

Le Comité recommande à l’État partie de (a) renforcer la législation visant à promouvoir l’égalité, notamment en abrogeant les dispositions discriminatoires envers les personnes handicapées et en introduisant l’obligation d’apporter des aménagements raisonnables et l’application de quotas en matière d’emploi; (b) mettre en place un système de collecte de données sur la situation des personnes handicapées ; (c) poursuivre les efforts tendant à lever les barrières comportementales et physiques ; et (d) doter la stratégie nationale de protection et de promotion des personnes handicapées au Togo ainsi que son plan opérationnel des ressources nécessaires à leur mise en œuvre.
