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Opening remarks
Ambassador of Paraguay to the UN in Geneva, Juan Esteban Aguirre

The Ambassador made some introductory remarks about CRPD implementation in Paraguay.  In his view, the aim was to not only set out key progress achieved but also to underscore the challenges it faced and the open-ended and frank dialogue would make it possible to move forward. He said that democracy in Paraguay had made it possible to make a lot of breakthroughs and progress: the creation of SENADIS (National Secretariat on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities) at the end of 2012, a body with ministerial status, competent to decide about public policies; the creation of the National Commission on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS), composed by representatives of different ministries, state secretaries and of other state bodies.  While there is no integral law to combat all types of discrimination, he confirmed the law which creates SENADIS covers all type of discrimination to persons with disabilities.  
Regarding accessibility, Paraguay uses Technical Committees in order to promote actions to harmonise and elaborate legislation such as the Accessibility Committee or the Subcommittee for the accessibility to the physical environment.  In the field of the accessibility to information and communication, he referred to the creation of the law which mandates that all the news in the audiovisual media must have a Sign Language Interpreter. There has been a resolution by the Education Ministry that implements the use of Sign Language in the national education system, covering all type of education institutions including private ones.

Regarding access to justice, actions have been taken to eliminate barriers: the availability of sign language interpretation; a Commission to monitor the application of the Law known as “100 rules of Brasilia about access to justice of persons under vulnerability conditions”.  He also highlighted the existence of a Protocol dedicated to persons deprived of liberty by a judicial decision, in order to identify them and verify their needs and treatment.

In spite of many efforts in addressing access to justice, to comply with article 12 of the Convention, there was a need to amend existing legislative measures.  A change in paradigm must go hand in hand with policies to raise awareness, and all of society had to participate in that change. Paraguay accepts the need to amend the Civil Code in order to guarantee the right of persons with disabilities to be owners and inherit goods, control their own business and have access, in equal conditions, to credit. The current Civil Code restricts the rights of persons with sensory disabilities and those who cannot communicate which is inconsistent with the CRPD.

In order to abolish barriers, the Paraguayan Ministry of Public Health has established free access to healthcare services, governed by the principles of universality, equity, integrity, social participation and interculturality. SENADIS has promoted the creation of rehabilitation services in regional hospitals, guaranteeing the specific needs of each region. To date there was no record of persons who were victims of trafficking of persons with disabilities.  To overcome barriers, the Ministry for Public Health and Social Welfare had set up free health services.  

On education, Paraguay had a department for the education of persons with special educational needs.

Regarding the right to work and employment; it is guaranteed by the obligation of the State to hire persons with disabilities who represent, at least, 5% of its employees in all of its institutions. In the private sector, there is project of law that plans to give fiscal incentives to all enterprises that integrate persons with disabilities into their framework.

Elections will take place in Paraguay shortly and a campaign has been coordinated in order to establish an assistance plan to guarantee the participation of persons with disabilities in the general elections, highlighting the use of Braille ballot papers.

In the national census, elaborated with many civil organisations of and for persons with disabilities, it was detected that the 12, 6% of the population of Paraguay have a disability.

Silvia Quan-Chang, country rapporteur

Silvia Quan-Chang highlighted that the Committee’s analysis of the Paraguayan initial report was carried out jointly with input from civil society organisations, in particular DPOs from Paraguay.  It was clear that the Convention provided a paradigm shift.  Paraguay should adopt as soon as possible legislation to stop discrimination based on disabilities, including the elimination of pejorative language to refer to persons with disabilities, as well as the introduction in the legal framework of reasonable accommodation, and the measures being taken to eliminate discrimination by private actors and in the area of participation.  The Civil code establishes that persons can be declared legally incapacitated which denies them of their civil rights and runs counter to Article 12.  The Committee wished to know what measures had been adopted to guarantee the right to vote of persons with disabilities, whether all persons with disabilities of majority age were on the electoral roll, in particular persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, as well as more information on accessibility to the electoral process, and to what extent the State party had ensured that all persons with disabilities had an identity document from their birth.  Another area requiring attention was the situation of women, girls and boys with disabilities, which were often exposed to situations of violence and left very vulnerable.  There was not yet enough information on the current status of women, girls and boys with disabilities in the State party.  The Committee had received information that women with disabilities were exposed to trafficking, domestic violence and sexual exploitation.  The Committee was concerned that forced sterilisation may have been carried out on women and girls with disabilities, particularly those in institutions. And whether there is protection of children with disabilities against corporal punishment.  It hoped that during the dialogue Paraguay would be able to provide more information on the situation of these persons in shelters and hospitals, depriving them of their liberty.  
Ms Quan-Chang said there was a lack of information on indigenous persons with disabilities and the situation in rural areas. The Committee wished to have more information on measures to increase coverage of inclusive education at all levels across the country as well as of early age programmes for children with disabilities.  What measures were being taken to ensure that persons with disabilities had dignified living conditions and did not have to live by begging?  What were the results of the 2012 census?

On monitoring under Article 33, the Committee noted the creation of the National Secretariat for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (SENADIS).  However, the Committee was concerned that the Secretariat had been tasked with monitoring independently, although it did not comply with the Paris Principles.  Finally, she mentioned the concern about the lack of clear mechanisms for consultation.

Questions on Articles 1- 10

Ron McCallum

Re Article 5, what is the status of the law prohibiting discrimination against persons with disabilities ? does it include reasonable accommodation?

Theresia Degener

Re Article 6, there is no mention of this article in the State report – is there any programme which addresses multiple discrimination against women and girls with disabilities?  Sexuality and reproductive roles of women with disabilities appears to be a taboo topic, are there plans to change this?

Stig Langvad

Re Article 4(3), what concrete initiatives are taken from the state of Paraguay in supporting the involvement of organisations of persons with disabilities and how is it actually carried out in a way that is really involving all groups, i.e. all kinds of disabilities, including organisations representing children with disabilities? 

Re Article 7, what concrete initiatives are taken to secure the right of children with disabilities to express themselves. 

Re Article 9, what kind of initiatives are taken to involve DPOs in drawing up standards on accessibility which cover accessibility needs of all persons with disabilities, including easy read text for persons with intellectual disabilities?

Re Article 8, what concrete initiatives are taken to ensure that understanding of persons with disabilities among citizens in Paraguay are respectful of the dignity of persons with disabilities – in particular how to change the perception of persons with disabilities through language?

Ana Pelaez Narvaez
Re Articles 6 & 7, given that there is a Secretariat for women, which has ministerial status in Paraguay, how does this Secretariat for women deal with the rights of women and girls with disabilities.  Are women and girls with disabilities aware of their rights as women ? and their human rights as persons with disabilities? 

Re recently created SENADIS, how are they dealing with gender? How are they involving women with disabilities and the representative organisations in drafting these policies?

How is the State party protecting boys and girls with disabilities from sexual abuse and trafficking?

Lotfi Ben Lallahom

Re definition of disability, does this include psychosocial disability? 

Is there an accessibility plan or strategy at the national level? 

Is there a disability card which bestows benefits?

Damjan Tatic

Re Articles 5, what legal remedies are at the disposal of a person facing disability based discrimination?

Re Article 9, what are legal standards on accessibility? What are the concrete measures to monitor to ensure implementation in practice? What are the sanctions for those responsible for not applying accessibility standards?

Carols Rios Espinosa

Re Article 5, are there statistics on how many indigenous persons with disabilities in Paraguay? And what policies designed to ensure their rights are guaranteed?

Re Article 8, why does the government confuse accident policies with policies to promote the rights persons with disabilities. It is surprising that the delegation considers the campaign “use your head” which urges people to use helmets when on motorbikes, as a policy to prevent stereotypes against persons with disabilities. It seems that this campaign precisely strengthens those stereotypes. 
Monthian Buntan

Re Article 9, accessibility of information and communication, has Paraguay done anything to ensure that any future development of national accessibility standards conform with the internationally recognised standards to prevent conflict, incompatibility and communications which need to be universally accessible?

Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes
What specific steps have been taken to implement the social model of disability including in the provinces given the large discrepancy between persons with disabilities living in the capital and in the regions?

Taking into account the high number of indigenous persons in the country – what plans exist between INDIE and SENADIS to reach out to persons with disabilities across the country? 

Re Article 6, is the issue of children and women with disabilities included in equality plan in Paraguay?

And campaigns against violence re women and girls - how do these campaigns address situation of women and girls with disabilities?

Amongst some indigenous persons, there is the phenomenon of infanticide of boys & girls with disabilities, how is the State tackling these issues to prevent them? This is in line with the CAT Committee’s recommendations.

Delegation’s responses

The delegation of Paraguay said that a serious problem it faced was the lack of statistical data which would allow for programming and indeed appropriate budget allocation.  That had improved in the 2012 National Census which indicated 12.6% of persons with disabilities in the country.  On the issue of accessibility, physical accessibility standards had been drafted.  These were being used and this had led to the presentation of a draft law on accessibility, which was almost ready.  It provided for a mechanism for the monitoring of these standards.  On the communication norms, Paraguay did not have any specific standards yet, though there was talk of it generally.  On participation of organisations for and of persons with disabilities, the process regulating the law was the first step.  

The National Council for Disabilities had used many inputs to take steps and measures to improve the quality of life of persons with disabilities.  On the point of legal capacity of persons with disabilities, the delegation noted that there was a real gap to be bridged and there was still a need to improve aspects related to discrimination with respect to legal capacity in the Civil Code.  On children with disabilities, a commitment was made jointly to improve the situation and deal with problems in this sector  by SENADIS and the national secretariat of children and adolescents.  With regards to discrimination the secretariat of the civil service had established a basic framework for equality and non-discrimination policies in the civil service. 

With respect to questions relating to women and children with disabilities and trafficking in persons, in one particular shelter for women, four women with disabilities had been hosted between the ages of 17 and 40.  An eleven year-old boy with a disability was also living in the shelter with his mother.  There was a national policy to prevent and combat trafficking in persons.  The Ministry for Women was the only public institution that had a shelter to care for victims of trafficking in persons.  In September 2010, an interinstitutional Committee was set up for the prevention of violence against women (including Ministry of Health, Police force, Ministry of Public Affairs, Secretariat of childhood and adolescence).  The objective was to gather validated information pertaining to women victims of domestic violence.  At the present time there were registers present in each institution and crimes were established in the criminal code.  Concerning the participation of persons with disabilities and access to information they had received on the upcoming elections, the coordinating electoral committee and the other bodies involved in the legal system had coordinated accessible campaigns. 

The national development plan of early childhood provided for the strengthening of existing comprehensive services and educational services for other areas in the community.  The plan also meant the extension of classrooms and support centres for inclusive education.  In response to a question on identification cards, the certification process of persons with disabilities had been underway for five years, but the issuing of cards was something quite new.  Statistics showed that over 1,200 persons with disabilities provided services within the civil service.  The law did not refer to any type of specific disability - it was open to all persons with disabilities.  In that regard, the secretariat of the civil service together with another body regulated standards and this was done with State bodies as well as associations of persons with disabilities.  The Ministry for Public Health and Social Welfare with the Support on the Pan-American Health Organisation was organising community-based rehabilitation services.  

There were major challenges on legal capacity and the lack of law against all forms of discrimination.  The core problem boiled down to statistics and data and bringing actions to rural areas where there is poverty, and indigenous persons living there are very vulnerable.

Questions on Articles 11 – 20

Mohammed Al-Tarawneh

Did the State take into consideration any actions to incorporate disability issues in a general perspective to date with respect to the Millennium goals? Is there any initiatives taken by the state to ensure participation of persons with disabilities in the political life to run for offices, public offices or parliamentary offices, etc?
Re Article 9, is there any national action plan being drawn to tackle all sorts of accessibility issues, including ICTs? 
Xavier Torres

Is there any type of process whereby funds are awarded to various bodies working with persons with disabilities? What follow-up or assessment is carried out as to the awarding of funds and whether they are in line with the objectives set by civil society for persons with disabilities given that in the analysis there has been a link made, particularly in the political sphere more so than in the social sphere?
Carols Rios Espinosa

Re Article 13, in administrative procedural laws in the Civil Code and in the criminal procedural code, are there any provisions on the procedural adjustments, accommodations which are required under the Convention, particularly the criminal procedures? Do people have access to due process and whether they are allowed to defend themselves materially speaking, and if so, what sanction is applied to them; whether it is in proportion with the conduct? Can a person be found unfit to plead?

Re Article 14, is it possible to detain someone on grounds of disability? Can they be detained without any due process?

Re Article 16, any information on allegations from organisations about the exploitation of persons with disabilities, through begging?
Theresia Degener

Re Articles 16, 17, 19, Are persons with disabilities protected against forced treatment? Do persons with disabilities have access to information on the right to integrity? Any awareness raising projects regarding this right? With respect to certain “homes”, how many persons with disabilities are living there?  Does the State plan to strengthen deinstutionalisation of persons with disabilities?

Ana Pelaez Narvaez
How does the national plan to prevent and eradicate sexual exploitation of boys girls, adolescents with disabilities? How have you considered protection of people in that area?

In accordance with recommendation from CAT, what campaigns have been developed in an accessible manner regarding trafficking of persons with disabilities?

The Committee has heard from DPOs that in particular in certain cities of the interior of the country is a frequent practice in certain areas and in certain sectors of persons with disabilities.  Have these campaigns for prevention of trafficking also targeted that population?

Stig Langvad

It is frustrating to read and to listen to the State party of Paraguay because it seems as if even those initiatives that do not cost anything, are not provided to persons with disabilities. It seems strange that anyone can be deprived of their personal autonomy, legal capacity because of a disability. It is not a heavy burden to put on the shoulders of any State party to give everyone the right to personal autonomy.  If we combine that together with Article 21, there you have the freedom of expression and the opinion and access to information. What kind of concrete initiatives are taken to make sure that no one is deprived of their legal capacity, personal autonomy regardless of disability?
Re Article 19, how many persons are actually living in institutions in Paraguay. What kind of measures or initiatives or legislation are aiming at transforming this from institution to inclusion so that are persons are being able to live in their local community?

Ron McCallum

Re Article 12, at the centre of a person’s human rights is their legal capacity. What is the timeline for amendments are likely to be made? For example, under Article 12, paragraph 5, we persons with disabilities should not be discriminated against in relation to the ownership of property or the access to credit. How quickly can the necessary changes be made to the Civil Code? To echo Mr Langvad, this does not cost any money. Is there consideration is to build up models of assisted decision making. I appreciate that this is a process that takes time, but until one starts the process, one cannot progress.

Lotfi Ben Lallahom

What types of actions are carried out by civil society and NGOs, are they active in Paraguay? What type of activities are they doing to try and ensure that decisions are taken, to put positive pressure to bear on the government?

Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes
What specific initiatives are being taken to ensure that Paraguayan legislation is being harmonised to ensure full application of Article 12? 

Re Article 13, Paraguay has accepted the Brasilia regulations for access to justice for vulnerable people. What specific measures exist as regards access to justice for persons with different forms of disability. Has the Supreme Court already adopted a policy on access to justice for persons in vulnerable sectors including persons with disabilities?

Re Article 15, what specific actions have been adopted by the torture preventive mechanism as regards the situation of persons with disabilities who have been interned, for example, in neuro psychiatric institutions or in criminal institutions in the capital as regards persons with disabilities. This is in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee against torture.  What measures has the ombudsman of Paraguay taken regarding cruel and/or degrading treatment? In particular, regarding infanticide?

Delegation’s Reponses 

The delegation explained once again that Paraguay faced many challenges, stressing the issue of lack of statistical data.  Answering questions would be a challenge for the delegation.   

The reform of the Civil Code is necessary: it took 100 years the last time. He said he has hope, there’s a lot to do about pejorative terminologies and civil rights of the persons with disabilities. One of their immediate objectives is to amend mainly the pejoratives terms that figure in Civil and Criminal Code and it is a big challenge to work with civil society to correct all of these matters urgently.

Regarding awareness-raising activities, the delegation said that special guides for journalists had been compiled to inform them about the correct terminology to be used when referring to persons with disabilities.  Furthermore, workshops had been carried out to look at the care protocols for persons with disabilities in public institutions.  Concerning the campaign aimed at preventing motorbike accidents, which had produced many persons with disabilities in the past, the delegation clarified that the campaign tried to ensure that helmets were worn at all times.  Positive results had already been reported and the campaign was not seen in a negative light.    

In response to the question about persons with disabilities putting themselves forward as candidates in the elections, the delegation said that there was no legal obstacle or discrimination in that respect.  In fact, in the forthcoming election a large number of candidates with disabilities were standing for office.  

Applicable legal provisions for obtaining identity documents are the same for all the population, on basis of the principle of equality. The competent governmental departments issuing documents had taken measures to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities and to facilitate access to their premises.  

About forced sterilisation, the delegation stated that it was not a state policy and that the national plan guarantees the protection of all and Paraguay recognised equality of opportunity and the right to reproduction for all and, to that end, it had put specific programmes in place for the social integration of all its citizens.

According to data provided by the Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare, 180 persons with disabilities were in institutions and there was a psychiatric unit with eight beds.  Authorisation was required for all persons checked into such institutions.  Moreover, stays in psychiatric institutions were regularly reviewed and there was a law in place to ensure that.  Community-based homes had also been established for psychiatric treatment.  The psychological state of the person concerned and the facilities available in their home were also taken into account.  The main concern was to ensure that the person was properly reintegrated in society.  Regarding senior citizens with disabilities, there were pensioners’ homes where they could have access to psychiatric analysis.  There were also one or two private units which senior citizens could use.  Since February 2010 a unique public service for the rehabilitation of boys and girls with psychiatric problems was operating and offered specialised treatment.  In addition, in March 2013 a Neurological Centre for children had been set up in the Children’s Hospital.  Regarding staff training, a project had been set up to provide workshops and training to health staff.  The programme was currently being developed to include training for staff dealing with children.

Regarding the complaints procedure, complaints about discrimination or abuse were received by the relevant bodies and the competent courts and were followed closely.  To promote the legislation and bring it in line with the Convention, a preliminary draft was being discussed on the good treatment of children and adolescents, with the aim of improving the situation of that segment of the population.  The programme for street children was listening carefully to what the children concerned had to say about the issues affecting them.  

Regarding corporal punishment of children, there is a campaign known as ABRAZO, dedicated to monitor the implementation of laws against mistreatment and torture inside families.

Regarding statistics about indigenous persons with disabilities, there was no reliable data on that group and the issue had to be examined as a matter of urgency. Indigenous  people represent 1% of the population and it is the highest and most vulnerable sector and most neglected sector. To date, no projects between SENADIS and INDIE (programme for indigenous persons) but an Institution for the human rights of persons with disabilities had been set up and that body is inclusive and tries to meet the needs of indigenous peoples which is considered an important sector in Paraguay.  

Concerning the questions about the murder of children in remote areas where the arm of the law does not reach. Joint efforts are being made with armed forces, legal authorities to find solutions but we admit a lot more efforts need to be made by the government and indigenous communities. The right to life is guaranteed by Paraguay’s Constitution for all inhabitants throughout the country without discrimination.  If there were cases of this type, jurisdictional bodies have right to apply criminal legal provisions and everyone has right to denounce these incidents.

In order to alleviate poverty, Paraguay had established a social improvement programme aiming to improve the quality of life and targeting in particular families which had persons with disabilities.  The delegation highlighted the existence of economic aids, being these ones higher if there is a person with disabilities in the family. Moreover, a lot of work has been done by SENADIS, for example giving technical assistance materials for persons who have disabilities to improve quality of life, for example: crutches, prostheses, wheelchairs, glasses, hearing aids, etc.

Regarding legislation which would protect persons with disabilities, a recently passed law allowed sufficient autonomy for coordination with other competent bodies to combat discrimination.  The law stipulated that measures would be taken to deal with complaints about anyone suffering discrimination because they had a disability, and an investigation would be carried out into all alleged cases of human rights violations.  Article 21 of law 4720/12 reads: “any person who suffers discrimination or threats to the exercise of its rights can, before submitting a claim, ask for precautionary measures and the cessation of this discriminatory behaviour”.  Sentences would be handed down and fines could be imposed if such violation was found to have occurred.

Human rights indicators were considered by courts as a valuable input in helping and protecting persons with disabilities.  A fair trial must ensure equal access to justice, which included the use of translation and interpreting services.  The suppression of violence against women was central to the set of new measures taken by Paraguay, which was focusing in particular on the prevention of violence against women.  Steps that had been taken included setting up regional centres which would receive women victims of violence, and establishing a hotline which women victims of violence could use for urgent assistance and advice.  Regarding access to justice for women, the delegation explained that the rules of Brasilia have been ensured and the creation of a special secretary inside the judiciary. There is also a centre of attention and prevention of familial violence next to a hospital especially addressed to its victims.  A specialised unit dealing with gender violence was also been established.  The systematic collection of data and statistics was used to monitor the entire situation of the enjoyment of rights, including the rights of women.  Public policies were being monitored to ensure that the data collection system was constantly being improved.          

A Care and Prevention Centre for domestic violence was in place to provide psychological and legal advice and assistance to women and children who had suffered domestic violence.  Concerning gender discrimination, public programmes and plans had been designed and would be implemented gradually.  The input of civil society organisations would be taken into account with regard to the gender perspective.  

Regarding the question about the Ministry for Women, the delegation said that a Department for Disabilities was being created within that Ministry.  Similar plans were underway for creating a specialised department within the Ministry for Children.  The process was not easy, especially when it came to cross-cutting issues.        

Concerning the Millennium Development Goals, there was concern that the discussion taking place in New York was too broad, when it should have been more focused with fewer and more specific, attainable goals. 

Regarding SPT’s recommendations, the delegation indicated that it makes efforts to adhere to all treaty body recommendations. It has established a Commission to comply with recommendations of the InterAmerican system and will need to expand its competence to also deal with treaty body recommendations, including of the CRPD Committee. A national preventive mechanism was established in December 2012. The delegation also said that recommendations about the monitoring and prevention of ill treatment in institutions would be implemented through a series of measures.  Carrying out interventions in shelters and houses where 14 children are being held, of which 7 with disabilities. The input of civil society organisations was positive and seen by Paraguay as an important contribution to the whole process.

Regarding involvement of civil society in state decision-making it is good and positive.  Unfortunately, not all organisations are being involved, but work will be continued in a coordinated manner and their involvement will continue to improve the situation of persons with disabilities.

Follow up questions and questions on Articles 21 – 33

Martin Babu Mwesigwa

According to the statistics infection rates in Paraguay of HIV is at 0.25 percent. From a population of about 5.2 million people, and it is estimated that 13,000 people are infected with HIV. Whilst we all know there is not enough data, are there any attempts by the programmes on HIV and AIDS in Paraguay? Are there any national programmes to address the specifics of HIV and AIDS among people with disabilities and the indigenous populations?

Ana Pelaez Narvaez
Is work being done to address women’s access to justice, for example at the very start of accessing justice, i.e. in police stations to ensure that notions of lack of credibility do not prevent complaints from being made by women with disabilities as regards gender based violence?

Monthian Buntan 

Re no current accessibility standards on information and communication, ICTs, which is of great concern. Without any standards being developed or adopted, there is a risk that a lot of investment will be made on purchasing software and hardware which will be inaccessible.  It has happened to many countries, so urge that you consider in the very near future a possibility of either adopting or developing the national accessibility standards which are compliant with the internationally recognised standards.

Are there any concrete measures to make all kinds of disaster reduction programmes and services more disability-inclusive? 

Silvia Quan-Chang 
Regarding the ‘use your head’ campaign, the issue of prevention of injury and disability is not a subject covered by the Convention. It is something that we have not called the rights of persons with disabilities, although obviously it is a related subject because accidents and so forth could give rise to some disability. But from the health point of view, it is not covered by our Convention. So I would like to say that Article 8 refers to the elimination of stereotypes, and deals with persons with disabilities as subjects of law. Thank you.

Chair
That is an issue of primary prevention of disabilities and this is not what we are working on.

Carlos Rios Espinosa
Regarding the question about accommodation; in Paraguay’s Criminal procedural it refers to persons who are not “imputable” or cannot be “imputed”.  The charges are dropped, or suspended when dealing with a person with disabilities who is considered as not being able to be brought before the law, but that person with a disability is replaced by his lawyer. In other words, the person cannot defend themselves unless it's through the lawyer.  There are limits being placed and these “measures in improvement” refer to placing somebody in psychiatric centre. The criminal procedure law must be brought into line with the Convention.

Hyung Shik Kim

Re Article 27, appreciate that government achieved 3% of employment through quota system, however the Committee does not always necessarily think that the quota system is the best panacea for employment of persons with disabilities, one needs to think of quality of employment, average income, work environment, how they get on with other workers, how long they stay in job, what efforts been made in the private sector to create employment opportunities for persons with disabilities.

Re Article 32, the State report mentions two international projects with Spanish and Japanese governments. To what extent are persons with disabilities included in the planning, implementation and monitoring of those international projects.  Can any international agency operate in Paraguay, to what extent have they prioritised disability inclusive development?

Ana Pelaez Narvaez
Re Article 23, protection children with disabilities – the objectives of different programmes seem to conflict with each other: if children with disabilities cannot live in their own home, why would they go to another host family? Or be redirected to other centres? Why is financial support going to institutions for homes for boys and girls? 

Re Articles 25 & 27, the Committee is concerned by the lack of access to HIV/AIDS programmes when Paraguay has been given international, economic assistance for this.  For persons with disabilities in prostitution, the rate of infection of HIV is alarming, are they receiving health checks?  Paraguay is receiving international assistance to develop information programmes for persons with disabilities, how is priority being given to this population? Is any effort being made to train them to work in other sectors? What opportunities are being provided to live with respect for their dignity? 

Carlos Rios Espinosa

Re tourism, if a person with a disability wants to go to Paraguay, would that be possible? Is there adapted infrastructure for a person with a disability, are main tourist sites accessible for a person with a disability? Paragraph 24 of the State report mentions the national tourism Secretariat has carried out a programme to include persons with disabilities with five thrusts to it- what are these five main directions? Does legislation establish the obligation for access to theaters, concert halls and cinemas and so forth that exist in Paraguay?

Re Article 30, Are there support programmes for adapted facilities?

Stig Langvad

It is essential that the State parties take the initiatives possible that are without any costs at all such as lifting exclusions from right to vote and putting into place supported decision making.  It is very important that international cooperation takes account of existing standards that are necessary for persons with disabilities to become included in society. 

We cannot hide ourselves behind the shield of having less access to statistics than we would wish. It is a process that must be started. I would recommend to the state of Paraguay is to draw up a plan of action, comprehensive, tackling the problems, the challenges that Paraguay are facing towards inclusion of persons with disabilities in city environment, in rural area environment and concerning indigenous people. Only by doing that it is possible to make sure that we will go along the right road. And international cooperation is also about asking others to provide guidance on how to do this if one feels that it is necessary.

Re Article 33, it is also without any extra cost to set up the necessary monitoring mechanism according to Article 33(2) living up to the Paris Principles and being in close dialogue with the disability community within one's country. If you cannot have access to organisations representing persons with disabilities, then you have to support the establishment of independent organisations of persons with disabilities, and by that be guided on how to move forward.

Lotfi Ben Lallahom

Re Article 24, what steps have been taken for inclusive schooling since 2008?

Re Article 27, employment for persons with disabilities in the private sector- what is the strategy adopted by Paraguay? 

Diane Mulligan

Re Article 32, the work that Paraguay has done in terms of international cooperation seems to be limited to bilateral international cooperation. In what way is Paraguay acting with non-state actors in cooperation? Whether that's the private sector, civil society organisations, faith-based organisations, human rights organisations, academics, trade unions, etc

Re Millennium Development Goals and other international development initiatives and the extent to which Paraguay is engaging also influences Article 33.

To what extent is Paraguay cooperating internationally around Article 33 and how that relates to the independent mechanism?

Silvia Quan-Chang
Re Article 29, has accessible voting and the Braille ballot been established in consultation with organisations for visually impaired persons? We have received information that this is not the best way to guarantee the vote being secret. And Braille is a system of writing used by visually impaired persons, but it is expensive to be implemented, and perhaps the state of Paraguay could have better consulted organisations of visually impaired persons to find a more effective mechanism to ensure the secret, universal vote of all persons with disabilities, but in particular those with visual impairments.

Does the state of Paraguay envisage any kind of projects to appoint an independent monitoring mechanism in accordance with Article 33(2)? SENADIS does not comply with the Paris Principles and therefore cannot be this independent mechanism. What plans does the state of Paraguay have to amend this situation?
Delegation’s Responses 

Regarding employment in the private sector, the delegation said that assistance was given to employers who employed persons with disabilities.  Further, there were several organisations which worked to boost the employment of persons with disabilities in the private sector, such as a programme with the SARAKI foundation which trains persons with disabilities and then hires them as professionals.  

Regarding the system of ballot papers that would be used during the next elections, it was explained by the delegation of Paraguay that the decision was taken by a working group managed by a visually impaired person who is member of a wide DPO and she was representing this sector. 

Regarding inclusive education, especially preschool education, it was answered that the State is implementing early learning services, in order to prepare children with disabilities before starting school. Furthermore, they defended the new law project waiting for approval at the Parliament in order to implement inclusive education and stated that a National Commission was looking closely at school curricula and was currently considering ways of fostering inclusive education.

Paraguay was working closely with international organisations and now there was better coordination.  Civil society received a lot of assistance from international organisations, particularly in terms of funding received for specific projects.  Decentralisation was underway and services were being improved, so that persons with disabilities would have access to the necessary services in their own communities.  

Concerning health matters, a “health and wellbeing” project had been designed in collaboration with the Unit for Family Health and local health councils to include persons with disabilities.  Regarding the question about HIV/AIDS, Paraguay had a specialised institute participating in the national programme to combat HIV/AIDS, and provided free medical attention, hospitalisation and assistance on basis of the principle of equality. There is also international cooperation to hire people in order to work and take care of persons affected by AIDS.

Regarding efforts to combat violence against women, the delegation said that the Human Rights Department would be involved in the intensification of efforts to tackle related issues. 

The last response given was about the new treaty that WIPO is going to negotiate next June on copyright exceptions to the reproduction of works in accessible formats for persons with print disabilities. Paraguay is one of its sponsors and they are extremely interested in its promulgation. However, they said they were not able to say whether consultations with civil society have been taken in order to determine the position of the Paraguayan state.

Closing Remarks

Silvia Quan-Chang expressed her gratitude to the delegation for its clarity and frankness.  She hoped that the Committee’s Concluding Observations would further help Paraguay in its efforts to continue to assist persons with disabilities.  

Juan Esteban Aguirre, thanked the Committee Experts for their observations and questions and said that the delegation had taken note of all the comments which it had received.  He concluded by repeating that Paraguay has a strong commitment to the CRPD and there are many changes that must be made in order to fulfill all of its requirements. 

At the end of the meeting, a short video was shown by the delegation about the human rights of persons with disabilities.

* This summary compilation is provided by the IDA secretariat and is not an official record of the proceedings.  The review was webcast live with English and Spanish audio as well as international sign and national Paraguayan sign language interpretation.  The videos have been archived at � HYPERLINK "http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/category/webcast-archives/crpd/" ��http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/category/webcast-archives/crpd/� 
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