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Information about the HRC Social Forum 2016

In order to organise for smooth engagement in the #SForum2016, read carefully the following information to make the most of the opportunity, to have fruitful and active participation throughout the Forum.

LOGISTIC Information

Registration
All participants have to register and recuperate their badges at the UN Pregny Gate. Take bus 8 direction Airport and get off Stop Appia. 

Official panels 

The Social Forum is formally comprised of panels and roundtables. Official panels will be held in the Room XX of the Palais des Nations from 10h00 to 13h00 and from 15h00 to 18h00. 

All official sessions will be webcast through the UN web TV at http://webtv.un.org/.

Simultaneous interpretation in the six official languages of the United Nations (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish) and simultaneous International Sign Language Interpretation will be provided during the sessions of the 2016 Social Forum.

Closed captioning:

In English (through the live Webcast http://webtv.un.org/), 

French (following this link: http://www.streamtext.net/text.aspx?event=CFI-UNOG-French) 

Spanish (following this link: http://www.streamtext.net/text.aspx?event=CFI-Spanish) 

Additionally, any official document of the 2016 Social Forum may be printed in Braille upon request to the Secretariat during the three days of sessions. 

Side events 

IDA is organizing several side events in partnership with members, IDDC, UN agencies, States missions and other actors. Side events will be held either in Room XXIV or Room XXV, from 8.15 to 9.45 and from 13.15 to 14.45, except on the first day, which has only a lunchtime side event.  
Organizers of side events will not provide coffee breaks or lunches/sandwiches. Therefore, each participant is responsible to purchase its food. There are restaurants, bars and pasta bar in the UN building. You will have to expect costs of about CHF 15 for a sandwich. Be aware that there is not much time between the end of formal sessions, at 1pm, and the side events, at 1.15, to have a proper lunch, in case you want to follow the side events at lunch time. 
The Human Rights Council published an Accessibility Guide and made available an interactive accessibility map, which offers useful information about accessible services in Geneva. There is also a guide that provides information on mobility and accessibility in Geneva. For enquiries, please contact their Secretariat at socialforum@ohchr.org and keep the IDA secretariat in copy. Attached is a plan of the Palais des Nations.
Interactive dialogues - Interventions from the floor

Interactive dialogues will follow the official Panels and presentations in side events. Different stakeholders will have the opportunity to contribute from the floor on an equal basis. We advise your organization to register to the events you want to intervene as soon as you know in which panels you want to make interventions and to keep any intervention no longer than 2 minutes (one page in Word format) to avoid the situation of being cut off by moderators.
A registration desk, organised by the OHCHR, will be available to register interventions before each interactive discussion. In addition, a desk will be available for people to register anytime. Further, the OHCHR secretariat will facilitate staff going around the room to take requests from the floor. We strongly advise all participants to register as soon as they identify the interactive discussions to which they want to make interventions.
SUBSTANTIVE information

In order to facilitate preparation of interventions from the floor, IDA secretariat prepared a list with substantive points that can be of support and inspiration. These points are merely indicative and, in no way, are prescriptive, as your organisation may want to focus on other issues. 
Monday 3rd October

Opening 
· H.E. Mr. Jorge Lomónaco, Permanent Representative of Mexico, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum 

· Mr. Carl Allan Reaich, Deputy Permanent Representative and Chargé d’affaires a.i of New Zealand, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum

· H.E. Mr. Choi Kyong-Lim, President of the Human Rights Council

· Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

· Mr. Colin Allen, Chairperson of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) 

10h45-11h30

1st Panel: Setting the scene: From needs to rights - Advances and challenges 
Moderator: Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay, Member of the Steering Committee of ASEAN Disability Forum  

· H.E. Mr. Georgi Panayotov, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Bulgaria to the United Nations in New York, President of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (video message) 

· Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 

· Ms. María Soledad Cisternas, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

· Ms. Zhang Haidi, Chairperson of China Disabled Persons’ Federation 
The main objective of this panel is to present key advancements made after the adoption of the CRPD, tacking three perspectives:

(1) Conference of States Parties and its role in the CRPD implementation; 
(2) Human rights independent mechanisms; 
(3) CRPD impact on the ground and expectations.
The panel will focus on: 

·    10 years of the CRPD from the COSP perspective, OPD involvement, way forward

·    Shift of paradigm from needs to rights

·    Embracing diversity as conceptual framework

·    Challenges and the way forward

·    Progress made by the CRPD Committee: concrete achievements

·    Stakeholders x equal partners: The DPOs’ role

·    CRPD contributions in the national context

·    Expectations from your constituency for the CRPD contribution in development
 

General statements and questions (11h30-13h00) 

In that slot, all States representatives, civil society organizations and individuals will have the opportunity to take the floor. The time for intervention will depend on the number of people registered, but we are expecting a large number of requests. As such, proceed to register as soon as possible and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

Side events:

13.15 to 14.45 


I. 
Side event on CRPD: A Global Call to Universal Ratification

Room 25

Co-organised by the CRPD Committee, Group of Friends of the CRPD, OHCHR & IDA 
Moderator: Soledad Cisternas, Chair of the CRPD Committee

Opening Remarks

- Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights - Video

General Remarks

- Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur on the right of persons with disabilities 

- Colin Allen, Chair of the International Disability Alliance

- Ibrahim Salama, Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch
Interactive Dialogue 

Conclusions and closing

-
Theresia Degener, Vice-President of the CRPD Committee

Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with IDA secretariat.
Invited ambassadors of missions of Iceland (Oct/2016),  Antigua and Barbuda (Jan/2016), Sri Lanka (Feb), Brunei Darussalam (Apr), Finland (May), Netherland (Jun) and/or Comoros (Jun)
The main focus of the event is to:
- 
Open a space for interactive dialogue among different stakeholders to openly discussion the CRPD implementation and challenges 

- 
Exchange practices on ratification and implementation of the CRPD in the early stages

- 
Celebrate with States that recently ratified the CRPD and know further about their processes and expectations on the CRPD implementation

II.
Side event on Media and persons with disabilities - Room 24
Organised by IDA, OHCHR, UNICEF, GADIM & co-sponsored by the Brazilian Mission
Moderator: Penny Hartin, Chief Executive Officer of the World Blind Union

Opening remarks: H.E. Ms. Roseane Cavalcante de Freitas Estrela, National Secretary for the Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of Brazil

‘Talk show’ format. Interviewed:

Moderator - Penny Hartin, Chief Executive Officer of the World Blind Union

H.E. Ms. Roseane Cavalcante de Freitas Estrela, National Secretary for the Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of Brazil

Ruth Warick, President of the International Federation of Hard of Hearing People

Facundo Chávez, OHCHR Human Rights and Disability Advisor

Rosangela Berman-Bieler, Chief of the Disability Section of Unicef

Veronica Carolina Gonzalez, journalist, Argentina

Beatriz Azeredo, Director of Social Responsibility and Public Relations, TV Globo, Brazil

Patricia Almeida, GADIM, MetaSocial Institute and Inclusive - Inclusion and Citizenship

Catia Malaquias, GADIM, Starting with Julius and Attitude Foundation, Australia

Interactive Dialogue - Register from the beginning of the event, with IDA secretariat.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Discuss media’s role as an integral partner in achieving progress on the rights of persons with disabilities

- 
Strengthen media’s understanding of existing or emerging issues on the rights of persons with disabilities

- 
Increase dialogue and collaboration between media, persons with disabilities, their representative organisations and other actors.
Simultaneous interpretation in English - Portuguese will be provided. 

Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-joann
Webcast live at www.facebook.com/InternationalDisabilityAllianceIDA 

15h00-15h45
2nd Panel: Persons with disabilities and human diversity - Embracing diversity and awareness raising 

Moderator: Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 

· Mr. Peter Ochieng, Chair of Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities Youth Council (Video)
· Ms. Heisoo Shin, Member of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
· Ms. Anna Lawson, Director of the Centre for Disability Studies, University of Leeds 

· Ms. Verónica González, Journalist specialized in gender and disability, Public Television of Argentina 

The main objective of this panel is to:
(1) Identify CRPD contribution to policies and practices in line with its principles;

(2) Effective strategies undertaken on awareness-raising, including the role of the media;

The panel will focus on: 

· Impact of the use of diversity as an advocacy strategy 
· Concrete examples of development policies

· Practical example on the role of media and civil society on awareness raising

· Concrete views from underrepresented groups
· CRPD impact to the work and practices of other UN HR mechanisms
· CRPD contribution to the work of the CESCR Committee and how to increase the participation of persons with disabilities at the CESCR.

· Examples of concrete changes 
Interactive Dialogue (15h45-16h30) 

Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

16h30-17h15

3rd Panel: Accessibility and non-discrimination - ‘Leaving no one behind’ 
Moderator: Ms. Anna Lawson, Director of the Centre for Disability Studies, University of Leeds

· Ms. Pratima Gurung, Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network, Asia Chapter 

· Mr. Alejandro Marzo Pena, Director of the Cuban Association of the Deaf 

· Ms. Silvia Perel-Levin, International Longevity Centre Global Alliance 

· Ms. Dena Ahmed Saif Al-Thani, researcher, Queen Mary University of London

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1) Identify advances achieved with the adoption of the CRPD for specific populations and

(2) How this treaty will play a role in leaving no one behind as foreseen in SDGs

This panel will focus on: 

.  Advances since the adoption of the CRPD for specific populations

.  Instrumental role of the CRPRD to achieve SDGs spirit to leave no one behind 

.  Accessibility and the impact in living in the community

.  Experience in policy and non-discrimination

.  Indigenous people’s perspective of non-discrimination
.  Age-based discrimination 
.  Influence of the CRPD in the ad hoc committee on Elder person treaty
.  Alternatives to medical model
.  Accessibility to information technology

Interactive Dialogue (17h15-18h00)

Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.
18h10-19h00
Reception hosted by Permanent Missions of Mexico and New Zealand, and IDA 

In front of Room XX

Tuesday 4th October

Side events:

8.15 to 9.45 

I. 
Persons with psychosocial disabilities and their rights under the CRPD
Room 25

Co-organised by the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP) and Transforming Communities for Inclusion of Persons with Psychosocial Disabilities (TCI Asia), co-sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Portugal and Brazil, with support from the International Disability Alliance (IDA) 

Moderator: Lisa Adams, Program Director of the Disability Rights Fund

Opening remarks: Manuela Texeira Pinto, Deputy Permanente Representative of Portugal 
‘Talk show’ format. Interviewed:

· Alberto Vázquez Encalada, Research coordinator, Office of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities

· Bhargavi Davar, activist on the rights of people with psychosocial disabilities in India - ‘Transforming Communities for Inclusion in Asia’ 
· Salam Gomes, co-chair of the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP)

· Yeni Rosa Damayanti, Chairperson of the Indonesian Mental Health Association

· Michael Njenga, Pan African Network of People with Psychosocial Disabilities (PANUSP)

· Pascal Benga Tonangoye, Judge at Court of Auditors of Gabon - National experiences in Gabon

· Montserrat Solano Carboni, Ombudswoman of Costa Rica 
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation and International sign interpretation will be provided.

Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-joann
Webcast live at www.treatybodywebcast.org/ 

Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is:

- 
For persons with psychosocial disabilities themselves to share experiences of live independently and being included in the community, discussing alternatives to substitute decision making processes and the role of the judicial system in promoting and protecting their rights 

- 
To identify remaining challenges of societies to understand and accept persons with psychosocial disabilities

- 
To raise awareness on their rights and concerns of persons with psychosocial disabilities 

- 
To emphasises the need for a holistic approach based on human rights to demystify psychosocial disabilities

10h00-10h45

4th Panel: Strengthening equality and specific measures
Moderator: Mr. Jose María Díaz Batanero, Strategy and Policy Coordinator, International Telecommunications Union 

•
Ms. Lidia Pretorious, Chief Director, Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Department of Social Development of South Africa

•
Ms. Ana Lucía Arellano, Chair, Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families 

•
Ms. Esther Kyozira, National Union of Disabled Persons of Uganda 

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1) Identify next steps on policy development that contributes to combate inequalities in countries that prevent the realization of human rights of persons with disabilities; and 

(2) Good practices of specific/positive/affirmative measures to combat structural discrimination.

This panel will focus on: 

.  
Identify actions to combat inequalities and discrimination in law and policy, including affirmative measures 

.  
Exchange of experiences on public policies in Latin-American, in area as poverty, social protection, housing, affirmatives actions employment quotas, and inclusive educaiton
.  
Examples of equality from OPD perspective on the impact of national affirmative actions 
Interactive Dialogue (10h45-11h30) 

All individuals and civil society organizations may take the floor during the Social Forum on an equal basis with member states and other stakeholders. Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

11h30-12h15
5th Panel: Meaningful participation and empowerment 

Moderator: Ms. Rosangela Berman-Bieler, Senior Advisor on Children with Disability of the United Nations Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

•
Mr. Robert Martin, disability rights activist (TBC)

•
Ms. Gerel Dondovdorj, CEO of the Mongolian National Federation of the Blind

•
Mr. Pascal Benga Tonangoye, Magistrate at the Court of Auditors of Gabon

•
Mr. Khalid Al Nuaimi, President of the Arab Union for the Blind

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Identify and share good practices related to participation of persons with disabilities in society, in general, and in policy-making in particular; and 

(2)
Observe measure to the empowerment of persons with disabilities in policies and practices to ensure they have the tools to demand compliance and contribute to the development of inclusive policies.
This panel will focus on: 

.  
Overcoming barriers to participation by ensuring supported and/or own decision-making
.  
Good examples from personal experience
.  
Decision making from individual and collective perspective, participation in politics, role of CSO, regional and international monitoring mechanisms

.  
The role of courts on the empowerment of persons with disabilities 

.  
Measures making rights effective and ensuring compliance to the CRPD

Interactive Dialogue (12h15-13h00)

Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

Side events:

13.15 to 14.45 


I.
Side event on Underrepresented groups of persons with disabilities

Room 25

Co-organised by the African Disability Forum (ADF), Pacific Disability Forum (PDF), World Federation of the Deafblind, World Federation of the Deaf, International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephaly, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People, co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Austria, with support from the International Disability Alliance

Moderator: Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities
Opening remarks: Karl Prummer, Deputy Permanent Representative of Austria
‘Talk show’ format. Interviewed:

· Idriss Alzouma Maiga, Vice-Chair of the Africa Disability Forum

· Geir Jensen, President of the World Federation of Deafblind

· Pratima Gurung, Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network, Asia Chapter 

· Robert Martin, person with intellectual disabilities

· Elisa Garcia de Ceca, Youth - International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephaly

· Mewe Fawi, Association of Deaf People from Kara, Togo

· Ruth Warick, President of the International Federation of Hard of Hearing People 

· Peter Mittler, University of Manchester, Dementia Alliance International
· Facundo Chávez Penillas, Human Rights and Disability Advisor, OHCHR 
Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Debate discriminations faced by persons with disabilities in law and practice, and with a particular view on underrepresented groups of persons with disabilities, in particular to understand how discrimination intersect and are aggravated in their regards

- 
Persons with disabilities from underrepresented groups will share experiences on additional barriers hinder or prevent them from participating fully and effectively in society, including in decision making processes
- 
Raise awareness on their rights and concerns as well as to propose recommendations to address discrimination in law and in practice, guaranteeing their participation in all aspects of life.
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation will be provided

International Sign interpretation will be provided.
Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-cassandra
Webcast live at www.treatybodywebcast.org/ 

II. 
Side event on the right to live independently and be included in the community
Room 25

Co-organised by ENIL and IDA
ENIL’s research on the right to independent living – Ms. Lilia Angelova-Mladenova, ENIL, United Kingdom

Perspectives from across the world: challenges to the realisation of the right to independent living and good practices 

Ms. Bhargavi Davar, Transforming Communities for Inclusion – Asia

Mr. Peter Ochieng, Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities – Youth Council, Uganda

Mr. Nawaf Kabbara, Arab Organisation of Persons with Disabilities
Ms. Ana Lucía Arellano, Latin American Network of Non-governmental Organisations of Persons with Disabilities and Their Families, Ecuador

Mr. Faisal Al-Kohaji, Quatar

Reflections from the work of the CRPD Committee – Ms. Theresia Degener
Conclusions – Ms. Nadia Hadad, Board member, ENIL
15h00 – 15h45
6th Panel: Making Development Inclusive
Moderator: Ms. Lidia Pretorious, Chief Director, Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Department of Social Development of South Africa 

•
Ms. Judith E. Heumann, Special Advisor for International Disability Rights of the U.S. Department of State (video message)

•
Mr. Michael Njenga, Board Member, Pan African Network of Persons with Psychosocial Disabilities

•
Ms. Priscile Geiser, Chair of the International Disability and Development Consortium 

•
Ms. Rosangela Berman-Bieler, Senior Advisor on Children with Disability, UNICEF 

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Sharing practices and challenges for making the SDGs a reality under the guidance of the CRPD, and to build on existing work; as well as presenting possible next steps.
This panel will focus on: 

.  
Inclusive development. International cooperation and education.

.  
SDG and the importance of taking the CRPD as guideline to inclusive policy development.

.  
Change after CRPD on inclusive development  

.  
Joint efforts of NGOs and OPD (Bridge, SDGs, Art 11 related work)
.  
The way forward

.  
Examples of programmes

.  
How to make education system inclusive?  

Interactive Dialogue (15h45-16h30) 

Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

16h30 – 17h15
7th Panel: Strengthening accountability
Moderator: Mr. Stefan Trömel, Senior Disability Specialist, International Labor Organization (ILO)

•
Ms. Malena Pineda Ángeles, Chief of program persons with disabilities, National Human Rights Institution of Peru

•
Mr. Alastair McEwin, Disability Discrimination Commissioner, Australian Human Rights Commission 

•
Ms. Godliver Omondi, Senator of the State of Kenya 

•
Mr. Geir Jensen, President of the World Federation of the DeafBlind 

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Identify next steps to increase monitoring of the human rights of persons with disabilities at national and international level, including the HLPF.
This panel will focus on: 

.  
Article 33(2), legal harmonization, challenges from the Peruvian perspective

.  
Presentation of key aspects of monitoring the CRPD and the SDGs under the CRPD

.  
Civil society engagement to the monitoring
.  
How NHRIs can improve access to information
.  
Role of NHRIs on law and policy review under the CRPD in Australia 

.  
Parliamentary monitoring of the CRPD in Kenya
Interactive Dialogue (17h15-18h00) 

Register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.
Wednesday 5th October 
Side events:

8.15 to 9.45 

I. 
Technical cooperation and capacity building in monitoring the rights of persons with disabilities

Room 24

Co-organised by African Disability Forum (ADF), Pacific Disability Forum (PDF), Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS), European Disability Forum (EDF) and Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities (AOPD), co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Thailand and Peru, with support from the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC)
Moderator: Catherine Naughton, Director of the European Disability Forum
Opening remarks 

H. E. Ambassador Thani Thongphakdi, Permanent Representative of the Thailand to the UN in Geneva - Relevance of technical cooperation to support national and regional efforts on the CRPD implementation 
Speakers:

· Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities - Capacity building and support to States in the implementation of the CRPD

· Lidia Pretorius, Chief Director of the Department of Social Development of South Africa - Advocacy and mainstreaming rights of persons with disabilities in public policies

· Nelly Caleb, Co-Chair of the Pacific Disability Forum - Concrete examples on capacity building and South-South and North-South cooperation 

· Javier Guemes, Fundacion Once - Practices of capacity building & regional cooperation

· Bailey Grey, IDDC Board Member, Sense International Advocacy and Policy Manager - Inclusive development programmes and the role of INGOs in technical cooperation and capacity building (TBD)  
· Malena Pineda Ángeles, Chief of program persons with disabilities, National Human Rights Institution of Peru - Cooperation on the CRPD monitoring as a tool for capacity-building of CSOs and States

Closing remarks 

Interactive Dialogue - Register from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Facilitate sharing of experiences and practices on technical cooperation and capacity building in the monitoring of the CRPD implementation, from a perspective of States parties, international development actors and regional organisations of persons with disabilities
- 
Share national experiences of technical cooperation from developing and developed countries 

- 
Share of examples of regional cooperation from Asia-Pacific and Latin America, South-South and North-South cooperation, experience from small island and regional strategies to monitor the CRPD implementation, the role of the World Bank

- 
The role of National Human Rights Institutions to build capacity of states and CSOs in the CRPD implementation and the role of UN agencies in supporting NHRIs in their work.
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation will be provided

Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-joann
Webcast live at www.treatybodywebcast.org/ 

II. 
Side events on participation of women with disabilities in decision-making processes

Room 25

Co-organised by the International Disability Alliance (IDA), International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) and the World YWCA, co-sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Chile

Moderator: Ann Blomberg, UN Women in Geneva
Speakers:

· Theresia Degener, Member of the CRPD Committee (tbc)
· Abia Akram, National Forum of Women with Disabilities of Pakistan

· Luisa Fenu, IDDC member and Make It Work Project Manager from HI 
· Sophia Pierre – Antoine, YWCA of Haiti and World YWCA

· Dwi Ariyani – Disability Rights Fund 
Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Discuss and suggest concrete recommendations of social innovations to ensure a gender perspective in disability policies as well as a disability rights perspective in gender policies

- 
Propose concrete measures to promote empowerment of women with disabilities through education and employment
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation will be provided

International Sign interpretation will be provided
Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-cassandra
Webcast live at www.facebook.com/InternationalDisabilityAllianceIDA 

10h00 – 10h45

8th Panel: Roundtable- Informing policy 
Moderator: Ms. María Soledad Cisternas, Chairperson of the CRPD Committee 

•
Ms. Bhargavi Davar, Transforming communities for Inclusion, Asia 

•
Mr. Alberto Vázquez Encalada, Research coordinator, Office of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities

•
Ms. Yvette Maker, Disability Research Initiative, Melbourne Law School, University of Melbourne 

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Present the role of research and academia on informing policy.
This panel will focus on: 

.  
The negotiation process of the CRPD and the role of CS actors during the negotiation
.  
The influence of research in the CRPD and its understanding
.  
Research gender-related issues and examples of informing policy

.  
How to inform policy on the international level? 

.  
Opportunities, challenges and ways to go forward
Interactive Dialogue (10h45-11h30) 

All individuals and civil society organizations may take the floor during the Social Forum on an equal basis with member states and other stakeholders. Proceed to register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.
11h30 – 12h15
9th Panel: Realizing the human rights of persons with disabilities
Moderator: Mr. Vladimir Cuk, Executive Director, IDA

•
Ms. Theresia Degener, Member of the CRPD Committee

•
Mr. Facundo Chávez Penillas, Human Rights and Disability Advisor, OHCHR 

•
Ms. Yeni Rosa Damayanti, Chairperson, Indonesia Mental Health Association 

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Provide concrete guidance on the next steps towards the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities from the perspectives related to law and policy development, the 2030 development agenda and civil society at national level.
This panel will focus on: 

.  
Concrete steps to increase compliance from a treaty perspective 

.  
The use of CRPD Committee recommendations by different stakeholders 
.  
Concrete recommendations to transpose the CRPD and the Committee's jurisprudence into national policies
.  
Strategies to make the SDGs a reality for persons with disabilities and strengthen its links with the CRPD

.  
The role of grassroots organization to ensure the realisation of the human rights of persons with disabilities

.  
Challenges, opportunities and main expectations on the CRPD & SDGs implementation, and its impact on the lives and rights of persons with disabilities. 
Interactive Dialogue (12h15-13h00)

Proceed to register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.
Side events:

13.15 to 14.45 

I. 
Human Rights and SDGs: Monitoring and Mutual Reinforcement

Room 24
International Disability Alliance (IDA), International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC), and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Colombia, Chile, Italy, Indonesia and Mexico and Slovenia
Moderator: Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Opening remarks 

Robert Matheus Micheal Tene, Deputy Permanent Representative of Indonesia to the UN in Geneva
Speakers:

· Raúl Vargas Juárez, Permanent Mission of Mexico to the UN in Geneva

· Godliver Omondi, Senator of the State of Kenya

· Colin Allen, Chair of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and President of the World Federation of the Deaf

· Dominic Haslam, Board member the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) and Director of Policy and Programme Strategies of Sightsavers
· Saowalak Thongkuay, Member of the Steering Committee of ASEAN Disability Forum  

· Ruth Ssekindi, Director Complaints, Investigations and Legal Services, Uganda Human Rights Commission
Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Share experiences on the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) held in June 2016 in New York
- 
Raise awareness on the relationship between Sustainable Development Goals and human rights of persons with disabilities
- 
Enhance good practices and consistency between UN frameworks and mechanisms. 
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation will be provided

Sign language interpretation will be provided 

Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-joann
Webcast live at www.treatybodywebcast.org/ 

II. 
Toward Inclusive Education for Children with Disabilities 

Room 25

International Disability Alliance (IDA) and United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

Moderator: Vanessa dos Santos, President of the Down Syndrome International

Speakers:

· Jorge Araya, Secretariat of the CRPD Committee
· Rosangela Berman-Bieler (Brazil), Senior Advisor on Children with Disability of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

· Klaus Lachwitz, President of Inclusion International

· Richard Rieser, World of Inclusion

· Elena Down - Human Rights Officer of the World Federation of the Deaf (tbc)
· Mariela Galeazzi, Regional Network for Inclusive Education
Interactive Dialogue - Register yourself from the beginning of the event, with the secretariat of IDA.

The main focus of the event is to:

- 
Have an updated overview of the CRPD General Comment 4 

- 
Understand the impact of inclusive education in the right of people with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community

- 
Sharing of experiences of national and regional practices, including challenges and opportunities, in the implementation inclusive education

- 
Understand links between Art 24 of the CRPD and Goal 4 of the SDGs
English, French, Spanish simultaneous interpretation will be provided

International sign interpretation will be provided 

Captioning can be followed at https://synchshare.de/ida-cassandra
Webcast live at www.treatybodywebcast.org/ 

15h00-15h40
10th Panel: Implementation of the Agenda 2030 under the CRPD – The future we want 

Moderator: Mr. Facundo Chávez Penillas, Human Rights and Disability Advisor, OHCHR 

•
NHRI perspective: Ms. Nomasonto Mazibuko, Commissioner, of Commission for Gender Equality of South Africa 

•
Media perspective: Ms. Patricia Almeida, Member of the Board of Trustees of Down Syndrome International (TBC)

•
International Organization perspective: Ms. Kirstin Lange, Chair of the Inter-Agency Support Group to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

•
Private sector perspective: Mr. Stefan Trömel, Senior Disability Specialist, ILO

The main objective of this panel is to:

(1)
Share on commitments and objectives to implement the Agenda 2030 in line with the CRPD Convention in order to leave no one behind.

This panel will focus on: 

.  
The role of NHRI to support mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities in no-related disability issues
.  
Increase involvement in the international human rights system
.  
Expand areas of work to follow up public policies, including non-disability related
.  
Increase collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities providing technical support, capacity building, and facilitating dialogue with the government

. 
Create a disability compact on media that includes private and public media, persons with disabilities as communicators and target audience, to combating stereotypes, ensuring access to information through accessible media platforms and increasing visibility and mainstreaming
. 
The role of UN agencies in developing guidelines on the SDG-CRPD implementation to support States, civil society, NHRIs and all other relevant stakeholders in its implementation

. 
The role of the private sector to create a global compact on private sector and disability to develop guidelines and exchange of good practices and support and mainstreaming persons with disabilities as consumers on equal basis with others and without discrimination
.  
Increase the use of public procurement as a tool to expand production and reduce costs of disability-specific products
.  
Adopt a human rights-based approach to marketing, design and production, and create inclusive employment environments.

Interactive Dialogue (15h40-16h10)

Proceed to register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

16h10-16h50
11th Panel: (Cont.) Implementation of the Agenda 2030 under the CRPD – The future we want continued
Moderator: Mr. Bat-Erdene Ayush, Chief, Right to Development Section, OHCHR

•
Academia perspective: Ms. Abia Akram, Chief Executive Officer, National Forum of Women with Disabilities of Pakistan 

•
State perspective: H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the United Nations in Geneva 

•
Donor institution perspective: Ms. Eppu Mikkonen-Jeanneret, Senior Adviser for Global Social Policy, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland 

•
Organization of Persons with Disability’s perspective: Mr. Idriss Maiga Alzouma, Vice-Chair of the African Disability Forum
This panel will focus on: 

.  
Importance of achieving universal ratification of the CRPD in order to reform or adopt a legal framework in line with international standards
.  
Commitments on adopt a human rights-based approach to policy design
.  
Increase the pace of progressive implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities thorough the analysis of resources and the allocation of appropriate budget

.  
Adopt strategies to increase political support to the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities

.  
Importance to adopt human rights indicators and collecting data to inform those indicators

.  
Increase the availability of funds and resources on the rights of persons with disabilities 
.  
Increasing disability-specific funds and establishes markers in all mainstream projects

.  
The role of research by upholding human rights ethics and involving persons with disabilities 

.  
Increase research applied to policy making, particularly in areas where procedural gaps are identified

.  
Importance to increase the number of researchers working on the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities

.  
To share the main expectations from persons with disabilities on the future we want!
Interactive Dialogue (16h50-17h25)

Proceed to register as soon as possible with the OHCHR secretariat and be prepared to speak for 2 minutes maximum.

17h25-18h00

Summing Up, Conclusions and Closure of the Social Forum                                

•
Ms. Kate Gilmore, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 

•
H.E. Mr. Jorge Lomónaco, Permanent Representative of Mexico, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum and/or 

•
Mr. Carl Allan Reaich, Deputy Permanent Representative and Chargé d’affaires a.i of New Zealand, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum
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