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Introduction


As part of its status as leader in West Africa, the West African Federation of Disabled People's Associations (FOAPH) in collaboration with the African Forum of Disabled People (FAPH) of which it is the sub regional member, and supported by The International Disability Alliance (IDA) carried out a mission in Dakar (Senegal) from March 22nd to 24th, 2018. The objective of the mission was to participate in a capacity building workshop for stakeholders in the Policy Forum process. High Level (HLPF) on Sustainable Development.

           This report traces the progress of this mission and includes the following sections:

· Background, objectives and expected results of the mission;

· Mission procedures;

· Conclusions and recommendations.
I. Background, objectives and expected results of the mission:

1.1- Background:

The worldwide intergovernmental processes that led to the adoption of the 2030 Agenda have benefited greatly from a high degree of interaction with representatives of different high-level groups. Leveraging this positive political momentum and exploring ways to increase opportunities for meaningful engagement of all stakeholders - including parliamentarians, scientists, the private sector and civil society in monitoring and implementation of the 2030 Agenda, including at the national level - the UN / DESA Sustainable Development Division organized a capacity-building workshop for relevant stakeholders from volunteer countries for the Volunteer National Review (VNR) of the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) of 2018.

Given the importance of this process, the FAPH, FOAPH and the Nigerien Federation of Disabled People (FNPH), with the financial and technical support of IDA, deemed it essential to be present at this workshop and represent the voice of people with disabilities in Africa at this event. 
In addition, FOAPH seized the opportunity to meet with UNICEF's regional office in Dakar. 
1.2- Objectives of the mission:

· Explain the need for better consideration of disability throughout the process of preparing voluntary reports of the different countries, in particular the countries that will report to the HLPF in 2018; 
· Share experiences of the two years of implementation of the 2030 Agenda of Disabled People's Organizations (DPOs), in particular that of FOAPH;
· Launch a strategic partnership with United Nations agencies at the regional level.
I.3- Expected Results 

· The need for a better consideration of disability throughout the process of development voluntary reports from different countries, in particular countries reporting to the HLPF in 2018, is better perceived; 

· The experience of the two years of implementation of the 2030 agenda of DPOs, in particular that of FOAPH is shared; 

· The process of setting up a strategic partnership with United Nations agencies at the regional level is under way.

II Mission Procedures
2.1- Composition of the mission team
The mission team consisted of:

- Mr Alzouma Maiga Idriss President of FAPH and FOAPH

- Mr Siddo Nouhou Oumarou President of the Nigerien Federation of Disabled People

- Mr. Mahamadou Oumarou Technical Advisor to the FOAPH President

- Miss Idriss Alzouma Aida, Personal Assistant to the President of FOAPH

- Youmah Allassane Personal Assistant of the President of the FNPH

- Mr. Barmou Oumarou Personal Assistant of the FOAPH Technical Adviser
 2.2- Arrival and settling in of the members of the mission:
The delegation arrived in Dakar at 12:05. It was welcomed by the President of the Senegalese Federation of Disabled People's Associations (FSAPH) and driven to the Ibis hotel in Dakar.

2.3- Meeting with UNICEF 

A little later, in the afternoon, a FOAPH team met with the UNICEF regional office represented by Mr Georges Gonzales from 3 pm to 4 pm.  The team was composed of:

Mr Alzouma Maiga Idriss, President of FOAPH,

Siddo Nouhou Oumarou, President of the FNPH,

Moctar Ba, 2nd Vice President of FOAPH,

Yatma Fall, Treasurer General of FOAPH and,

Sissoko Mamadou, Coordinator of the West African Portal for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PROADIPH);
From this meeting, of note is the common desire of both parties to establish a strategic partnership, which in addition to UNICEF and FOAPH, will bring together all UN agencies to support the fulfillments of the rights of people with disabilities in West Africa.

To this end, UNICEF wished to know more about the work of FOAPH and its member federations, after sharing about the work of UNICEF in the sub-region and in particular in the field of disability. Both parties are committed to maintaining contacts and exploring the opportunities of holding an expanded meeting with all other UN agencies.

2.4- Stakeholder Capacity Building Workshop on the High Level Political Forum Process:
The work began as scheduled, on Friday 23 at 8:30 and ended in the evening of the same day, at 18:00 hours. 
Three stages marked this workshop, namely: 
The opening ceremony, interactive dialogues in the morning and group work in the afternoon. 
Of this extraordinary day of sharing, the following is worthy of attention: 
· A stronger commitment from civil society to actively participate in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at all levels and throughout the process;
· The use of communication media to reach grassroots populations, in particular people with disabilities and other vulnerable people, in order to promote the comments made on national VNRs and thus obtain maximum contribution to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda; 
· A better understanding of the process of the high-level political forum and the existing possibilities for integrating the process; 
· An improved perception of how stakeholders can contribute to the prioritization exercise and the range of issues to be addressed at the national level. 
· Lastly, the participation of the FAPH, FOAPH and FNPH delegation, which has made it possible to place particular emphasis on taking into account the needs of persons with disabilities in the prioritization of the objectives and targets of the agenda at the national level, including through development plans, policies and programs, as well as the participation of their representative organizations in all relevant review and reporting processes. 
To this end, it should be noted that the sharing of the alternative report on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in relation to disability in Niger currently being finalized, one of the points made by Mr. Idriss Maïga in his presentation, was fervently requested by several participants. 
III Conclusions
The capacity building workshop for stakeholders of the volunteer countries for the 2017 HLPF VNRs ended on a note of overall satisfaction.

Indeed, both government actors and civil society organizations, welcomed the meeting, which indicates the level of commitment of all parties to make the 2030 Agenda a tool to transform our world while taking into account the needs of all, and ensuring that no one is left behind.

