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Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community

[bookmark: _Djibouti_(CRPD/C/DJI/CO/1)_1][bookmark: EST5][bookmark: _Hlk21003096][bookmark: CUB2]
States Parties to this Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community, including by ensuring that: 
(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement; 
(b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the community; 
(c) Community services and facilities for the general population are available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and are responsive to their needs. 
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Please note there are no recommendations in the Concluding Observations on Tunisia.


[bookmark: _Toc113963320][bookmark: _Toc116397157]Bangladesh
39. The Committee observes with concern:
(a) Insufficient community-based services, recurrent discrimination and segregation of persons with disabilities from the community, as a result of stigma and attitudinal barriers, in particular, against women and children with disabilities, persons affected by leprosy and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities to enable them to live independently and be included in the community, particularly in rural and remote areas;
(b) The lack of financial resources, accessible physical infrastructure, and inadequate support services including provision of personal assistance and assistive devices to promote independent living, to enable persons with disabilities, particularly women, and children with disabilities, persons affected by leprosy and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, to choose where and with whom they want to live.
40. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and its Guidelines on deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, including in emergency situations (2022),and recommends that the State party:
(a) In close consultation with representative organisations of persons with disabilities, develop a national strategy to ensure access by persons with disabilities to mainstream community services, eliminating all barriers that hinder the enjoyment and participation of persons with disabilities, particularly women and children with disabilities, persons affected by leprosy and persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, and provide sufficient human, financial and material resources for the realisation of the strategy, including particularly in rural and remote areas;
(b) Ensure sufficient budgetary allocations for the acquisition of personal assistance and assistive devices to ensure that community support services are available, accessible, affordable, including in remote and rural areas, so that all persons with disabilities can exercise their right to live independently and be included in the community.
[bookmark: _Toc113963321][bookmark: _Toc116397158]China
40. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The institutionalization of adults and children with disabilities, including persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and autistic persons;
(b) The absence of a strategy to recognize the right of persons with disabilities to live independently in the community, including the development of community support services for persons with disabilities, and technical and financial resources allocated to persons with disabilities who require high levels of support.
41. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2017), the Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities, develop an action plan to end, as a matter of priority, the institutionalization of all persons with disabilities, including in leprosy colonies or villages, with measures to prevent trans-institutionalisation, with specific timeframes, human, technical and financial resources, and clear responsibilities for implementation and independent monitoring. 

Hong-Kong
71. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient community support services for persons with disabilities, including personal assistance, and the human, technical and financial resources allocated to persons with disabilities who require high levels of support.
72. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2017), the Committee recommends that Hong Kong SAR, China, in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities develop an action plan to end, as a matter of priority, the institutionalization of all persons with disabilities and to support the transition from institutions to life in the community, with specific timeframes, human, technical and financial resources, and clear responsibilities for implementation and independent monitoring.
[bookmark: _Toc113963324][bookmark: _Toc116397159]Indonesia
44. The Committee observes with concern:
(a) The absence of a deinstitutionalization strategy for persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities placed in residential institutions, social care institutions, hospitals, half-way homes and rehabilitation centres; 
(b) The lack of gender and age-appropriate community-based support services to implement independent living for persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities.
45. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt a strategy for the process of deinstitutionalization of adults and children with disabilities who reside in residential and social care institutions, hospitals, half-way homes and rehabilitation centres; 
(b) Establish a community-based support system for independent living with allocated budget that includes social protection, employment, housing, health, education, and any other support needed for persons with disabilities, to choose where and with whom they live and to live independently and participate in the community.
[bookmark: _Toc113963325][bookmark: _Toc116397160]Lao People’s Democratic Republic
34. The Committee observes with concern:
(a) The segregation or exclusion of persons with disabilities from the community into particular living arrangements, including owing to stigmatization and attitudinal barriers, in particular against persons affected by leprosy, children with disabilities, and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities; 
(b) The lack of information about community support services, support of independent living and inclusion in the community, including personal assistance, especially in remote and rural areas;
(c) The lack of disaggregated data on the number of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities and persons affected by leprosy living in institutions, special villages, rehabilitation centres other than community-based, group homes, or other settings with defining elements of an institution. 
35. With reference to its General Comment No. 5 (2017) and its Guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies (2022), the Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Promote the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly persons affected by leprosy, children with disabilities, and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, to live independently and be included in the community, including by raising awareness among the general public to tackle stigmatization and attitudinal barriers; 
(b) Ensure that support services in the community, such as personal assistance, are available, accessible, affordable and of quality across the State party, including in remote and rural areas, and enable persons with disabilities to exercise choice and control over their lives and to make decisions concerning where and with whom to live;
(c) Collect disaggregated data on the number of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities and persons affected by leprosy, still living in institutions, special villages, or other settings with defining elements of an institution.
[bookmark: _Toc116397161]New Zealand
39. The Committee is concerned about: 
(a) The protracted rollout of initiatives under the Enabling Good Lives programme and the exclusion of particular impairment types, such as people with foetal alcohol syndrome disorder, from the programme;
(b) The lack of a comprehensive deinstitutionalization strategy to close all residential institutions, including group homes and residential specialist schools, and to enable community supports for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community;
(c) Barriers for persons with disabilities to choose where and with whom they live, such as the lack of affordable and accessible housing and the Disability Community Residential Support Services Strategy that provides congregate living arrangements linked with shared support;
(d) The continued investment of public resources in residential specialist schools for children with disabilities.
40. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and its guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies, and recommends that the State party: 
(a) Expedite the national rollout of the Enabling Good Lives programme and ensure that all persons with disabilities, including people with foetal alcohol syndrome disorder, are eligible;
(b) Develop a comprehensive deinstitutionalization strategy, with specific time frames and adequate budgets, to close all residential institutions, including group homes and residential specialist schools, to provide community supports for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community; 
(c) Develop measures to remove barriers for persons with disabilities to choose where and with whom they live, including by committing to increase the supply of affordable and accessible housing and by reforming programmes, such as the Disability Community Residential Support Services Strategy to prevent congregate living arrangements linked with shared support; 
(d) Take measures to cease investment in residential specialist schools for children with disabilities and establish a deinstitutionalization process that ensures adequate support is provided for children with disabilities to return to their families and exercise their right to an inclusive education.
[bookmark: _Toc113963326][bookmark: _Toc116397162]Republic of Korea
41. The Committee observes with concern:
(a) The continuous institutionalization of persons with disabilities and lack of efforts, including budgetary and other measures, made towards the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community and the provision of all necessary support services, including personal assistance services, as well as the lack of awareness in society and among public authorities of the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, the right to choose where and with whom to live and the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;
(b) The weak implementation of the deinstitutionalization strategy for persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities placed in existing residential institutions, the lack of programmes for resettling of persons with disabilities, in particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities who cannot afford housing.
42. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and the Committee’s Guidelines on Deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies (2022) and recommends that the State party:
(a) Review the Roadmap to Support Independent Living of Deinstitutionalized Persons with Disabilities in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, and bring it in line with the Convention and ensure that it includes sufficient budgetary and other measures, as well as awareness-raising activities to promote understanding of the right of choice and self-determination of persons with disabilities concerning their living arrangements, the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement, and the value of inclusion in, as opposed to segregation from, the community;
(b) Strengthen the implementation of the Deinstitutionalization strategy for the process of deinstitutionalization of those adults and children with disabilities who are still in a residential setting and increase the availability of community-based services aimed at enabling persons to live independently and participate in the community.
[bookmark: _Toc113963327][bookmark: _Toc116397163]Singapore
37. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of awareness in society and among public authorities of the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, the right to choose where and with whom to live and the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement; 
(b) Widespread institutionalization of persons on the basis of their impairment and the construction of new institutions, groups homes, adult disability hostels and homes, which results in a high number of persons with disabilities, including autistic persons, persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities who are deprived of their right to live independently and being included in the community.
38. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and its Guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies and recommends that the State party:
(a) Ensure deinstitutionalization of all persons with disabilities in institutions of any kind, provide community-based services facilitating the full enjoyment by all persons with disabilities of their right to live in the community and their full inclusion and participation in the community, and adopt a strategy to this end with clear goals, benchmarks and time frames;
(b) Adopt awareness-raising programmes to broadly promote an understanding of the right of choice and self-determination of persons with disabilities concerning their living arrangements, the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement, and the crucial significance of inclusion in, as opposed to segregation from, the community for the effective guarantee of all rights of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc113963328][bookmark: DJI19][bookmark: _Toc116397164]Hungary
[bookmark: _Toc113963329][bookmark: _Toc116392518]40. The Committee is concerned about:
[bookmark: _Toc113963330][bookmark: _Toc116392519](a) The perpetuation of institutionalization of children with disabilities by the refurbishing and building of new institutionalized settings and by placing children with disabilities who require higher levels of support in institutions for adult persons with disabilities;
[bookmark: _Toc113963331][bookmark: _Toc116392520](b) The lack of an independent monitoring mechanism for the deinstitutionalization of children;
[bookmark: _Toc113963332][bookmark: _Toc116392521](c) The lack of recognition of the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, in line with the provisions of the Convention. The Committee is also concerned about the transinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities moving from large institutions into small-scale institutions, including supported houses, and the refurbishment of existing institutions, including with the use of structural funds from the European Union, perpetuating institutionalization and exclusion on the basis of disability;
[bookmark: _Toc113963333][bookmark: _Toc116392522](d) The mistaken interpretation of the substitute decision-making regime, depriving persons with disabilities of the opportunity to exercise their right to choose their place of residence and live independently on an equal basis with others in the community;
[bookmark: _Toc113963334][bookmark: _Toc116392523](e) The continuing admissions of persons with disabilities into residential institutions under the Act on Social Administration and Social Benefits and government decree No. 1295/2019 (V.27), due to the lack of community-based services and individualized support for persons with disabilities to live independently;
[bookmark: _Toc113963335][bookmark: _Toc116392524](f) Insufficient measures to promote and ensure access by persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others to community services and facilities.
[bookmark: _Toc113963336][bookmark: _Toc116392525]41. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2017), the Committee reiterates the recommendations set out in its report on the inquiry concerning Hungary under article 6 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention, urging the State party to:
[bookmark: _Toc113963337][bookmark: _Toc116392526](a) Discontinue the institutionalization of children with disabilities and ensure their right to a family life by redirecting investments from institutions into support measures for families and the provision of inclusive community services, such as inclusive early intervention, across the State party;
[bookmark: _Toc113963338][bookmark: _Toc116392527](b) Ensure independent monitoring of the deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities and independent methodological support for that process, with the close involvement of disability rights organizations;
[bookmark: _Toc113963339][bookmark: _Toc116392528](c) Revise its deinstitutionalization strategy with the aim of redefining its objectives;
[bookmark: _Toc113963340][bookmark: _Toc116392529](d) Redesign its measures and redirect its efforts and budgets into community-based support services, including personal assistance, with the aim of providing for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community equally with others, regardless of their type of impairment, guarantee that community services and facilities for the general population are available for persons with disabilities and ensure that persons with disabilities have the opportunity and right to choose their place of residence on an equal basis with others in the community.

[bookmark: _Toc113963341][bookmark: _Toc116397165]Jamaica
[bookmark: _Toc113963342][bookmark: _Toc116392531]34. The Committee observes with concern:
[bookmark: _Toc113963343][bookmark: _Toc116392532](a) The lack of awareness in society and among public authorities of the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, the right to choose where and with whom to live and the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;
[bookmark: _Toc113963344][bookmark: _Toc116392533](b) The absence of a deinstitutionalization strategy for persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities placed in existing residential institutions, and the lack of programmes for resettling of persons with disabilities, in particular persons with intellectual disabilities who cannot afford housing.
[bookmark: _Toc113963345][bookmark: _Toc116392534]35. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Toc113963346][bookmark: _Toc116392535](a) Adopt a strategy that includes awareness-raising activities to promote understanding of the right of choice and self-determination of adults and children with disabilities concerning their living arrangements, the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement, and the value of inclusion in, as opposed to segregation from, the community;
[bookmark: _Toc113963347][bookmark: _Toc116392536](b) Adopt a strategy for the process of deinstitutionalization of those adults and children with disabilities who are still in a residential setting and increase the availability of community-based services aimed at enabling persons to live independently and participate in the community.

[bookmark: _Toc113963348][bookmark: _Toc116397166]Mexico
[bookmark: _Toc113963349][bookmark: _Toc116392538]50. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a federal and state strategy for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and their ability to live independently, and about the absence of a specific and effective strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc113963350][bookmark: _Toc116392539]51. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Toc113963351][bookmark: _Toc116392540](a) Amend or adopt laws, policies, financial and other measures, including time frames for their implementation, to ensure that persons with disabilities can live independently in the community. These measures should include personal assistance services, be culturally appropriate, enable beneficiaries to choose their lifestyle and place of residence, express their will and preferences and contain a gender and age perspective;
[bookmark: _Toc113963352][bookmark: _Toc116392541](b) Take expedited measures to end the institutionalization of persons with disabilities by, inter alia, developing and implementing a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, in particular children with disabilities, including specific time frames, assessment measures and an adequate budget.
[bookmark: _Toc113963353]
[bookmark: _Toc116397167]Switzerland
[bookmark: _Toc113963354][bookmark: _Toc116392543]39. The Committee notes with concern:
[bookmark: _Toc113963355][bookmark: _Toc116392544](a) The institutionalization of adults and children with disabilities, including persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and autistic persons, and reports of violence and abuse in these institutions;
[bookmark: _Toc113963356][bookmark: _Toc116392545](b) The lack of a comprehensive system to provide individualized support and personal assistance for living independently in the community, and the shortage of affordable and accessible housing in the community for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc113963357][bookmark: _Toc116392546]40. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2017), the Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities:
[bookmark: _Toc113963358][bookmark: _Toc116392547](a) Develop a strategy and action plan to end, as a matter of priority, the institutionalization of all persons with disabilities, including in small residential homes, with measures to prevent transinstitutionalization and to support the transition from institutions to life in the community, with specific time frames, sufficient human, technical and financial resources, and clear responsibilities for implementation and independent monitoring;
[bookmark: _Toc113963359][bookmark: _Toc116392548](b) Strengthen personal assistance support and services for persons with disabilities for living independently in the community, and ensure access for persons with disabilities to affordable and accessible housing in the community on the basis of individual choice.
[bookmark: _Toc113963360]
[bookmark: _Toc116397168]Venezuela
36. The Committee notes with concern that:
(a) Persons with disabilities are largely unaware of the implementation of support programmes for independent living;
(b) The departure from the country of trained health, education and other professionals is limiting the opportunities for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community;
(c) Projects related to persons with disabilities are the responsibility of the Ministry of People’s Power for Public Health, thus reinforcing the medical approach to disability, which is at odds with the Convention. 
37. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Raise awareness, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, of the programmes in place to support persons with disabilities in the community;
(b) Ensure that support services for independent living in the community have interdisciplinary staff; 
(c) Take measures to promote independent living in the community, including personal assistance, sign language interpreters and other forms of individual support for persons with disabilities with a human-rights based approach, through the ministries for the economy, education, labour, culture and others.

[bookmark: _Toc113963361][bookmark: _Toc116397169]Djibouti
[bookmark: _Toc116392551]33. The Committee observes with concern:
[bookmark: _Toc116392552](a) The lack of accessible independent living support services, such as in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, particularly in rural areas and for refugees with disabilities;
[bookmark: _Toc116392553](b) The limited accessibility for persons with disabilities of mainstream services and facilities for the public, including employment, education and health.
[bookmark: _Toc116392554]34. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) and recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Toc116392555](a) Adopt legal and policy measures to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community and provide information in accessible formats to persons with disabilities and their families, including  refugees with disabilities and persons with disabilities in rural areas, on how to access independent living support services and assistance;
[bookmark: _Toc116392556](b) Provide budgetary allocations to ensure that all persons with disabilities can decide where, how and with whom they wish to live, and provide the necessary accompanying community support services, including personal assistance;
[bookmark: _Toc116392557](c) Adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of mainstream services for the public by persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others.

[bookmark: _France_(CRPD/C/FRA/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc113963362][bookmark: _Toc116397170]France 
40. The Committee observes with concern:
(a) Regulations, structures and budgets that promote placement of children and adults with disabilities in segregated settings, including ‘medico-social institutions’ and specialized services, including in small-size residential care institutions so-called “l’habitat inclusive” or “l’habitat partagé”, particularly impacting persons requiring higher levels of support; 
(b) Placement of children with disabilities in psychiatric hospitals and other institutions, including in third States parties, mainly Belgium;
(c) The lack of awareness of public authorities, professionals and social servants about the negative impacts of institutionalization on persons with disabilities, and the absence of strategies and action plans to end institutionalization;
(d) The lack of arrangements for living independently and in the community, including the lack of independent accessible and affordable housing, individualized support, and lack of equal access to services in the community.
41. The Committee recalls its General comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and recommends that the State party, in consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities:
(a) Ensure the availability of support to live independently and in the community, such as user-led budged and personalised support, and enable persons with disabilities to exercise choice and control over their lives and to make decisions concerning where and with whom to live, as outlined in General comment No. 5 (2017);
(b) Adopt measures to ensure access of persons with disabilities to affordable and accessible housing on the basis of individual choice and outside any type of congregated premises; 
(c) Set up a time frame and benchmarks for achieving full accessibility for persons with disabilities to mainstream community services, such as education, health, work and employment.

[bookmark: _Estonia_(CRPD/C/EST/CO/1_)][bookmark: _Toc113963363][bookmark: _Toc116397171]Estonia 
38. The Committee observes with concern:
(a)The lack of awareness in society and among public authorities of the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, the right to choose where and with whom to live and the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement; 
(a) That institutionalization on the basis of disability persists in the form of alternative care homes and new small-scale “family type” or “special care villages” and that such forms of institutionalization affect particularly persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial disabilities and persons with autism;
(b) The absence of a system to provide individualized support and personal assistance for living independently and in the community;
(c) The limited accessibility for persons with disabilities of mainstream services and facilities for the general population, including education and health.
39. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017) and recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt a strategy that includes awareness-raising activities to promote understanding of the right to choose and self-determination of persons with disabilities concerning their living arrangements, the right not to be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement and the value of inclusion in, as opposed to segregation from, the community;
(b) Enact a moratorium on the institutionalization of persons with disabilities, revise its deinstitutionalization strategy, redirect the use of public funds, including the European regional development funds, to the development of individualized support for living independently and ensure that programmes based on congregated settings, such as “home-like institutions”, “family type houses” and “special care villages”, are amended so as to prioritize inclusion in the community;
(c) Develop a system for self-managed personal assistance that includes person-directed tools for supporting living independently in the community in accordance with an individual’s requirements and preferences;
(d) Set up a time frame and benchmarks for achieving the accessibility of mainstream services for the general population by persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others.
[bookmark: _Albania_(CRPD/C/ALB/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963364][bookmark: _Toc116397172]Albania 
33. The Committee is concerned about the insufficiency of:
(a) Effective measures taken to urgently advance the deinstitutionalization process of persons with disabilities;
(b) Progress made in implementing independent living arrangements and the lack of programmes and in-home, residential and individualized support in the community, including personal assistance for persons with disabilities who require it and benefits for housing, so that they may exercise their right to independent living and to be included in their community;
(c) Disaggregated data on the number of persons with disabilities still living in institutional settings;
(d) Information on legal, administrative and financial measures taken to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to choose their place of residence and where and with whom to live.
34. In line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and to be included in the community and recalling the report of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe following her visit to Albania (para. 83), the Committee recommends that the State party to:
(a) Develop and implement an effective deinstitutionalization plan, with a clear time frame and benchmarks and allocate sufficient funds for its implementation, particularly at the local level;
(b) Promote independent living schemes and roll out programmes and services, including personal assistance for persons with disabilities who require it, so that they may exercise their right to live independently and be included in their community;
(c) Collect disaggregated data on the number of persons with disabilities still living in institutions;
(d) Take all necessary measures to develop community support services for persons with disabilities to ensure that they have the right to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live, including in rural areas, on an equal basis with others;
(e) Ensure the involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the development of independent living strategies and schemes that provide for accessible community services, supports and facilities, especially at the local level, including accessible and affordable housing.
[bookmark: _Australia_(CRPD/C/AUS/CO/2-3)][bookmark: AUS19]
[bookmark: _Toc113963365][bookmark: _Toc116397173]Australia 
37. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The fact that the Specialist Disability Accommodation framework facilitates and encourages the establishment of residential institutions and will result in persons with disabilities having to live in particular living arrangements in order to access National Disability Insurance Scheme support;
(b) The lack of appropriate, affordable and accessible social housing, which severely limits the capacity of persons with disabilities to choose their place of residence;
(c) The fact that the Younger People in Residential Aged Care action plan only outlines ways to reduce the number of persons under 65 years of age, including persons with disabilities, living in aged care facilities, but does not end the practice.
38. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Develop a national framework aimed at closing all disability-specific residential institutions and preventing transinstitutionalization, including by addressing how persons with disabilities not eligible for the National Disability Insurance Scheme can be supported to transition from living in an institution to living independently in the community;
(b) Increase the range, affordability and accessibility of public and social housing for persons with disabilities, including by implementing a quota for accessible social housing and by developing regulations and standards to guarantee the progressive application of universal design principles in accessible housing; 
(c) Revise the Younger People in Residential Aged Care action plan to ensure that by 2025 no person under 65 years of age enters or lives in residential aged care.
[bookmark: _Ecuador_(CRPD/C/ECU/CO/2-3)][bookmark: ECU19]
[bookmark: _Toc113963366][bookmark: _Toc116397174]Ecuador 
37. The Committee notes with concern that public policies and programmes directed towards persons with disabilities, including the “Las Manuelas” Mission, disability pensions and the “Neighbourhood Doctor” Strategy are not primarily focused on measures that will help persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community. The Committee is also concerned at:
(a) The fact that the State party’s laws, in particular the Organic Act on Disabilities, do not provide for the right to live independently and be included in the community; 
(b) The institutionalization of persons with disabilities and the lack of deinstitutionalization plans and community service programmes that involve organizations of persons with disabilities.
38. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Revise the measures provided for in public policies and programmes directed towards persons with disabilities, including the “Las Manuelas” Mission, disability pensions and the “Neighbourhood Doctor” Strategy, so as to protect the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in their communities;
(b) Review and amend its laws, including, in particular, the Organic Act on Disabilities, to incorporate the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in their communities;
(c) Establish, without delay and in coordination with the organizations representing persons with disabilities, a strategic deinstitutionalization plan that includes community strategies and programmes, family and social support networks, and personal and in-home assistance.
[bookmark: _El_Salvador_(CRPD/C/SLV/CO/2-3)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963367][bookmark: _Toc116397175]El Salvador 
38. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities currently in reception centres or psychiatric hospitals, principally, and the lack of involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in that regard; 
(b) Insufficient foster care programmes to ensure the right to family life of children with disabilities; 
(c) Insufficient housing loans granted to persons with disabilities, and the lack of accessibility in individual homes that are part of social housing programmes.
[bookmark: _Greece_(CRPD/C/GRC/CO/1)][bookmark: GRC19]39. In accordance with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party adopt and implement, in close consultation with and with the active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, a comprehensive national strategy with clear time-bound measures, benchmarks and the allocation of sufficient funds for effective deinstitutionalization at all levels, which should include community programmes, family and social support networks in the community and personal and domiciliary assistance. 

[bookmark: _Toc113963368][bookmark: _Toc116397176]Greece 
28. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of information provided to the Committee about in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance, and effective measures for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, including for the support of independent living and inclusion in the community, in particular under the supported living scheme. It is also concerned about the lack of disaggregated data on the number of persons with disabilities, particularly children with disabilities, still living in institutions;
(b) The lack of information on legal, administrative and financial measures to ensure the equal right of persons with disabilities to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live.
29. The Committee recommends that, in line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the State party:
(a) Adopt a comprehensive national strategy with clear time-bound measures and sufficient funds for effective deinstitutionalization at all levels;
(b) Ensure the active involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in the development of independent living strategies and schemes that provide accessible community-based services, especially at the local level. 

[bookmark: IND19][bookmark: _Toc113963369][bookmark: _Toc116397177]India 
40. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The institutionalization of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, in large and small congregated settings, and the absence of measures to ensure independent living and inclusion in the community;
(b) The lack of measures to establish individualized support to live in the community, and the reliance of persons with disabilities on kinship support to undertake daily activities;
(c) The lack of progress in improving access to community services by all persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, including access to affordable and accessible urban housing.
41. The Committee recommends that the State party, guided by the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community:
[bookmark: _Iraq_(CRPD/C/IRQ/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc116392566][bookmark: IRQ19](a) End all forms of institutionalization based on disability, repeal legislation providing for the establishment of institutions for persons with “severe disability”, and adopt a deinstitutionalization strategy, with an appropriate time frame and financial, human and technical resources, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, prioritizing the deinstitutionalization of children from all types of institutions;
[bookmark: _Toc116392567](b) Provide personal assistance and strengthen individualized support, and community support networks that facilitate the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392568](c) Adopt a strategy and indicators of progress concerning access by persons with disabilities to mainstream community services, and remove the barriers to access to public services, such as housing, inclusive education and work and employment, in particular for women with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc113963370][bookmark: _Toc116397178]Iraq 
35. The Committee is concerned about: 
(a) The absence in Law No. 38 (2013) of an explicit recognition of the right to live independently and be included in the community as an individual right; 
(b) The lack of community-based social and support services, which prevents persons with disabilities from enjoying their rights under article 19 of the Convention, and the absence of statistical data on the number of persons with disabilities who live in shelters, according to paragraph 10 of the law on rehabilitation; 
(c) The use of the medical model of disability to determine the beneficiaries of full-time assistance under article 19 of Law No. 38 (2013), the reportedly lengthy process of such an assessment and the absence of information on a monitoring mechanism to ensure that the service remains controlled by persons with disabilities, in particular in cases involving persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, where the full-time assistant is chosen by a guardian.
36. The Committee, in accordance with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, recommends that the State party: 
[bookmark: KWT19](a) 	Enact legislation recognizing the right of persons with disabilities to be included in the community and to choose their place of residence and with whom to live, ensuring that all persons with disabilities, including persons with disabilities currently living in camps for internally displaced persons, have equal recognition before the law to exercise their freedom of choice concerning living arrangements;
(b)	 Increase community-based services, including the provision of appropriate housing units, established through the Commission for Persons with Disabilities and Special Needs and ensure systematic, up-to-date and appropriately disaggregated data collection; 
(c) 	Establish a mechanism to determine, in an efficient manner, the beneficiaries of full-time assistance in line with the human rights model of disabilities and ensure that any services provided under article 19 of Law No. 38 (2013) remain controlled by the persons with disabilities benefiting from those services.

[bookmark: _Kuwait_(CRPD/C/KWT/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc113963371][bookmark: _Toc116397179]Kuwait 
38. The Committee is concerned about the existence of segregated institutions for persons with disabilities, particularly children with disabilities, and the lack of:
(a) A strategy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently, choose their place of residence and be included in the community, including with personal assistance;
(b) Access to community-based services and facilities, including housing, for Kuwaiti women who are married to non-Kuwaitis with disabilities or who have children with disabilities.
39. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) In close consultation with and with the active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, adopt and implement a time-bound and adequately resourced deinstitutionalization strategy and action plan for all children and adults with disabilities in favour of non-residential services, community-based supported living arrangements, including personal assistance, and a ban on new admissions in segregated institutions;
(b) Ensure equal access to mainstream community-based services and facilities, including housing, for persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities, regardless of their marital status, origin and nationality.
[bookmark: _Myanmar_(CRPD/C/MMR/CO/1)][bookmark: MMR19]
[bookmark: _Toc113963372][bookmark: _Toc116397180]Myanmar
37. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The persistence of institutionalization of persons with disabilities and the emphasis on the so-called “institution-based rehabilitation”;
(b) Segregation or exclusion of persons with disabilities from the community, including owing to stigmatization and attitudinal barriers, in particular against persons affected by leprosy and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities;
(c) The inadequate services and provision of personal assistance to promote independent living of persons with disabilities, especially in remote and rural areas, to enable their inclusion and full participation in the community.
38. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 5 (2017)  on living independently and being included in the community and recommends that the State party:
(a) Introduce and implement a strategy, with a clear time frame, to ensure the transition from institutions to full independent living and being included in the community for all persons with disabilities, in close consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, and ensure the allocation of the resources necessary for the implementation of that strategy;
(b) Promote the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly persons affected by leprosy and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, to live independently and be included in the community, including by raising awareness among the general public to tackle stigmatization and attitudinal barriers;
(c) Allocate sufficient resources for the provision of personal assistance and to ensure that support services in the community are available, accessible, affordable and of high quality
[bookmark: CUB13]
[bookmark: _Toc113963373][bookmark: _Toc116397181]Cuba 
35. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of measures taken to ensure respect for the right of persons with disabilities to independent living and to be included in the community and the lack of programmes and services, including personal assistance for persons with disabilities who require it;
(b) Continuing investment of public funds in residential institutions for persons with disabilities, which may increase the use of institutionalization practices; 
(c) (c)That not all persons with disabilities might have access to information on the services available.
36. In line with the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and to be included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Niger_(CRPD/C/NER/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc116392573][bookmark: NER14](a) Expedite the measures taken to ensure that all persons with disabilities living in any form of institution, including those in psychiatric hospital units, have the right to live independently and to be include in the community with choices equal to those of other persons;
[bookmark: _Toc116392574](b) Discontinue the investment of public resources for residential institutions for persons with disabilities and invest more in independent living arrangements in the community, as well as in all general services to make them inclusive, guaranteeing their accessibility and availability for all persons with disabilities, to enable their inclusion and participation in all spheres of life;
[bookmark: _Toc116392575](c) Enact and enforce laws, standards and other measures with the purpose of making local communities and the environment, as well as information and communication, accessible to all persons with disabilities, including through information on and provision of community-based services.

[bookmark: _Toc113963374][bookmark: _Toc116397182]Niger 
31. The Committee is concerned about the lack of information on availability of accessible independent living support services in the community and ways to claim such assistance; the inaccessibility of such services in rural areas, and to migrant and refugees with disabilities; and the absence of home and community-based care for children with disabilities, especially in rural areas.
32. The Committee recommends that the State party, in light of the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on article 19 of the Convention:
(a)Adopt measures to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community; and systematically provide information in accessible formats to persons with disabilities and their families, including refugees and migrants with disabilities, on how to access support services and assistance, in particular in rural areas;
(b)Ensure accessibility to community services and facilities by all persons with disabilities in all areas of life, as well as home and community-based care for children with disabilities, particularly in rural areas.
[bookmark: _Norway_(CRPD/C/NOR/CO/1)][bookmark: NOR14]
[bookmark: _Toc113963375][bookmark: _Toc116397183]Norway 
31. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of an action plan for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities with clear timelines and budget, and the emphasis on the resettlement of persons with disabilities in shared housing instead of full independent living arrangements; 
(b) The insufficient efforts to provide resources for the development of support services, particularly user-controlled personal assistance services, in municipalities; 
(c) The existing regulative framework permitting for coercive health care and drug rehabilitation;
(d) The fact that persons who are deaf or hard of hearing do not receive interpreting services outside of office hours.
32. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Develop, implement and provide adequate human, financial and technical resources for an effective  deinstitutionalization plan, particularly for implementing the transformation to independent living arrangements, with a clear timeframe and benchmarks, involving persons with disabilities through their representative organizations at all stages;
(b) Adopt the necessary measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have a legal entitlement to a sufficient personal budget for independent living, which takes into account the additional costs related to disability and, at the same time, redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services, while increasing the availability of personal assistance;
(c) Adopt legal and practical measures to end coercive measures in health and care services, which should guide the assessment of the State party’s public multidisciplinary committee due in June 2019; 
(d) Provide adequate human and financial resources to provide deaf and hard of hearing persons interpreting services when needed, including outside of office hours.
[bookmark: _Rwanda_(CRPD/C/RWA/CO/1)][bookmark: RWA16]
[bookmark: _Toc113963376][bookmark: _Toc116397184]Rwanda 
35. The Committee is concerned that there are persons with disabilities living in social isolation and segregated from their families and the community. It is also concerned that inaccessible infrastructure and services make it difficult for persons with disabilities to participate in the activities of daily life independently, in particular in rural or remote areas.
36. In line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party adopt a national strategy for living independently and being included in the community, and prevent isolation or segregation of persons with disabilities. It also recommends that the State party enhance the availability, accessibility and inclusiveness of existing public services and develop community-based services for persons with disabilities to ensure that they have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live, including in rural or remote areas. It also recommends that the State party ensure the availability and accessibility of support services, including personal assistance services for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Saudi_Arabia_(CRPD/C/SAU/CO/1)][bookmark: SAU16]
[bookmark: _Toc113963377][bookmark: _Toc116397185]Saudi Arabia 
35. The Committee is concerned that:
(a) Persons with disabilities, and particularly those with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities, are forced to live in habilitation and residential centers;
(b) Persons with disabilities have limited access to and low level of awareness of available independent-living support services and ways in which such assistance may be claimed within their local community;
(c) Data disaggregated by sex, age and disability on persons with disabilities residing in habilitation and other centers is not available.  
36. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and being included in the community:
[bookmark: _Senegal_(CRPD/C/SEN/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc116392580][bookmark: SEN15](a) Adopt a strategy to deinstitutionalize all persons with disabilities, including those with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities, and ensure the allocation of the necessary resources for the implementation of this strategy;
[bookmark: _Toc116392581](b) Promote the provision of individualized and community support services for the independent living and inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community, and systematically raise their awareness on the availability of such services and assistance, as well as on how to access these services;
[bookmark: _Toc116392582](c) Provide, in its next periodic report, data disaggregated by sex, age and disability on persons with disabilities residing in habilitation and other centers.

[bookmark: _Toc113963378][bookmark: _Toc116392583][bookmark: _Toc116397186]Senegal
33. The Committee is concerned about the persisting marginalisation of persons with disabilities, especially persons affected by leprosy and persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities, from participation in daily life activities. It is also concerned about the lack of:
(a) A well-defined and legislative framework on de-institutionalisation and the absence of independent living community support services that provide for inclusion of persons with disabilities; 
(b) Awareness, among persons with disabilities, of available independent-living support services, including personal assistance services, the inaccessibility of such services to persons affected by leprosy and those with physical disabilities, persons with disabilities in rural areas and to migrant workers;
(c) Home-based and community-based care for children with disabilities, especially in rural areas.
34. The Committee, in line with its General Comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and being included in the community, recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt concrete measures to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the family and community;
(b) Provide systematically information to all persons with disabilities, including persons affected by leprosy, migrant workers and their families on how to access support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their choice, particularly in rural areas;
(c) Undertake all necessary measures to ensure accessibility of community services and facilities for all persons with disabilities in all areas of life, as well as ensure home and community-based care for children with disabilities, including in rural areas. 
(d) Provide budgetary allocations to ensure that all persons with disabilities, including persons affected by leprosy, can decide where, how and with whom they wish to live, with accompanying necessary community support services, including personal assistance.

[bookmark: _Spain_(CRPD/C/ESP/CO/2-3)][bookmark: _Toc113963379][bookmark: ESP16][bookmark: _Toc116392584][bookmark: _Toc116397187]Spain
37. The Committee is concerned about the:
(a) Limited access to personal assistance, despite positive developments in some Autonomous Communities, due to non-personalized eligibility criteria and lack of a human rights-based approach of individualized support;
(b) Continuing investment of public funds in the construction of new residential institutions for persons with disabilities;
(c) Lack of a deinstitutionalization strategy and action plan to promote independent living for all persons with disabilities within their community.
38. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities:
[bookmark: _Turkey_(CRPD/C/TUR/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc116392585][bookmark: TUR16](a) Recognize the right to personal assistance under the law ensuring that all persons with disabilities are entitled to personal assistance responding to personalized criteria for their independent living in the community, referring to a wide range of person-directed / user-led support and self-management of service delivery;
[bookmark: _Toc116392586](b) Discontinue the use of public funds for building residential institutions for persons with disabilities and invest in independent living arrangements in the community as well as in all general services to make them inclusive, guaranteeing their accessibility and availability for all persons with disabilities, to enable their inclusion and participation in all spheres of life;
[bookmark: _Toc116392587](c) Design, adopt and implement a comprehensive de-institutionalization strategy and implement safeguards to ensure the right to living independently and being included in the community across all regions, by redirecting resources from institutionalization to community-based services and increasing budget support for persons with disabilities to enhance their equal access to services, including personal assistance.

[bookmark: _Toc113963380][bookmark: _Toc116397188]Turkey 
42. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The absence of a legislative framework recognizing the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and choose their place of residence;
(b) The prevalent institutionalization of persons with disabilities on the basis of impairment in facilities such as ‘Hope homes’, including children with disabilities, who remain in nursery residential schools and orphanages; 	 
(c)	The medical approach to support, which is linked to institutions or for ‘screening’, ‘diagnostic’, ‘intervention’ and ‘rehabilitation’ purposes, particularly affecting autistic persons, and the low level of awareness among persons with disabilities of available forms of support, and mechanisms to access them;
(d)	 The absence of measures to obtain personal assistance and that the minimum wage of in-home support is provided to relatives or guardians rather than to persons with disabilities themselves;
(e)	 The absence of a holistic approach to accessible community services for facilitating inclusion, in particular the lack of measures to ensure access to housing in the community.
43. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Revise the Law on Social Services no. 2828 to comply and adhere to the Convention, recognizing the right of persons with disabilities to live independently as an individual right, and establishing measures to facilitate the exercise by persons with disabilities of their autonomy in choosing where, and with whom to live;
(b) In consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, adopt, implement and monitor a strategy at the national and provincial levels, with a concrete timeframe and benchmarks to deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities and replace all institutionalized settings, with support for independent living; 
(c) Allocate greater resources for developing individualized support for persons with disabilities, regardless of impairment or age, and ensure that human rights-based mental health is available for all persons with disabilities in all provinces;
(d) Systematically provide information in accessible formats to persons with disabilities and their families on how to access support to enable them to live independently and be included in the community;
(e) Enact policies and legislation and allocate financial resources for increasing accessibility in the community, including affordable housing, the built environment, public spaces and transport.

[bookmark: _Vanuatu_(CRPD/C/VUT/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc113963381][bookmark: VUT13][bookmark: _Toc116397189]Vanuatu 
32. The Committee is concerned at, despite the adoption of the Community-based rehabilitation Action Plan (2014-2024), the lack of sufficient support, including provision of personal assistants, for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community.
33. In line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Allocate adequate resources to provide support, including personal assistants and social protection, for persons with disabilities and their families to enable them to live independently in the community and to choose where and who they live with;
(b) Establish mechanisms for monitoring, evaluation and impact analysis of the Community-based rehabilitation Action Plan (2014-2024) in providing health and rehabilitative services to persons with disabilities in the home and in the community.

[bookmark: _Algeria_(CRPD/C/DZA/CO/1)_12][bookmark: _Toc113963382][bookmark: _Toc116397190]Algeria 
[bookmark: BGR13]32. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not initiated a process of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities and notes with concern the lack of measures taken to ensure respect for the right of persons with disabilities to independent living and inclusion in the community.
33. The Committee recommends that the State party introduce and implement policy measures to initiate the process of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities in close consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities taking into account its General Comment No. 5 (2017) on article 19.

[bookmark: _Bulgaria_(CRPD/C/BGR/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963383][bookmark: _Toc116397191]Bulgaria
39. The Committee notes with grave concern that according to the Action plan for the implementation of the National Long-term Care Strategy, the transition process from “institutional care to care in the community” would not be completed before 2034. It is also deeply concerned that the strategy envisages transfer of residents from large institutions to small group homes, contrary to the provisions of article 19, as elaborated in the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017). It is further concerned that persons with psychosocial disabilities are hospitalised in psychiatric hospital wards due to lack of recovery oriented rehabilitation, adequate individualized services and accommodation within the community. 
40. In line with its’ General comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Significantly expedite the transition process ensuring all persons with disabilities living in any form of institution, including psychiatric hospital units, and small community-based group homes, the right to and possibility of living independently within the community, paying particular attention to persons with psychosocial disabilities, intellectual disabilities, children with disabilities, and elderly persons with disabilities; 
(b) Increase resources for developing individualized support services for persons with disabilities regardless of type of impairment and age. These services should include peer support and personal assistance;
(c) Adopt legislation concerning individualized and self-managed personal assistance and social and support services, recognising the right to living independently and being included in the community as a subjective right for all persons with disabilities regardless of impairment and required level of support; 
(d) Implement a procedure to meaningfully and disability-sensitively consult with organizations of persons with disabilities on all aspects of the implementation of article 19, including deinstitutionalization strategies and processes;
(e) (e)Use financial national and international resources from the European Union to advance inclusion of persons with disabilities in society, and introduce efficient remedies and guidelines to avoid spending national and international funds on establishing infrastructure, housing and/or services which are not accessible and affordable for all persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: MLT13]
[bookmark: _Malta_(CRPD/C/MLT/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963384][bookmark: _Toc116397192]Malta 
29. The Committee is concerned that the State party continues to institutionalize persons with disabilities and has not yet adopted a national legislation incorporating the legal provisions of article 19 of the Convention, so that they become directly justiciable, and provided tools for their enforcement. The Committee is also concerned at the limited, financial support to persons with disabilities to employ personal assistance that would allow them to live independently and the lack of skills training personnel to support persons with disabilities in the community. 
30. The Committee recommends that the State party take into account its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and: 
[bookmark: PHL13](a) Ensure that existing residential institutions that contribute to the seclusion of persons with disabilities are closed and that the provision of appropriate community-based services is strengthened; 
(b) Ensure that all projects supported by public funds are carried out in a community setting, do not contribute to seclusion of persons with disabilities, are monitored by organizations of persons with disabilities, and are provided with sustainable continuous funding; 
(c) Adopt the legal and other necessary measures, such as the planned Personal Autonomy Bill and the UN CRPD Bill, that will make article 19 of the Convention justiciable;  
(d) Ensure that the financial and other measures are in place that allow persons with disabilities to be provided with personal assistance and that personnel supporting persons with disabilities in the community are appropriately trained, if necessary.

[bookmark: _Philippines_(CRPD/C/PHL/CO/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963385][bookmark: _Toc116397193]Philippines
34. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) The lack of recognition of the right to living independently and being included in the community as a subjective right;
(b) The absence of a strategy to ensure the transition from institutions to full independent living for all persons with disabilities within the community, including personal assistance;
(c) The lack of support services to enable persons with disabilities to be included and participate fully in the community, which contributes to perpetuation of the institutionalization model.
35. The Committee recommends that the State party take into account the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and:
(a) Enact legislation aimed at recognising the right of persons with disabilities to live included in the community and to choose their place of residence, and where and with whom they live. The State party should ensure that all persons with disabilities have legal capacity to exercise their freedom of choice concerning living arrangements;
(b) Ensure the involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations at all stages of the development of independent living strategies and schemes.
(c) Adopt the measures necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities have a legal entitlement to a sufficient personal budget for independent living, which takes into account the additional costs related to disability and, at the same time, redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services, while increasing the availability of personal assistance;
(d) Implement community support services, with qualified human resources and adequate budgets, to enable persons with disabilities to make independent decisions on where to live and to be included in the community.
[bookmark: POL14]
[bookmark: _Poland_(CRPD/C/POL/C/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963386][bookmark: _Toc116397194]Poland 
32. The Committee is concerned about:
(a) Critical stagnation and absence of determination in the process of deinstitutionalisation of persons with disabilities and their transition to independent living in community ensuring the right to choose where, with whom and how to live outside institutions and group homes, including the absence of a strategy and action plan and targeted funding for the deinstitutionalisation process after the termination of the European Union funds allocated for this purpose;
(b) Lack of access to community-based services, especially in villages, and the continuation of sheltered housing programmes, including the establishment of group homes, that are inconsistent with article 19 of the Convention as elaborated in Committee’s General Comment No.5;
(c) Personal assistance services that are project-based, non-systemic and limited in budget, duration and territorial availability;
(d) Spending of the European Union funds allocated for deinstitutionalisation on measures that are not consistent with the Convention as elaborated in Committee’s General Comment no.5, and the lack of monitoring of how these funds were used;
(e) Incorrect translation of the term “community” by “society” in the Polish version of the Convention.
33. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Design and adopt concrete action plans for deinstitutionalisation and a time bounded transition to independent living schemes for persons with disabilities within the community, and ensure that adequate funding is allocated to this process after termination of European Union funds allocated specifically for this purpose;
(b) Adopt legal frameworks and allocate sustainable budget aimed at providing personal assistance within individualized and inclusive support arrangements to persons with disabilities;
(c) Ensure spending of the European Union funds allocated for deinstitutionalisation on measures that is consistent with the Convention; as well as monitoring of spending of the European Union funds allocated for deinstitutionalisation, with the effective participation of persons with disabilities and/or their representative organisations, to ensure that spending is in line with requirements of persons with disabilities themselves.
(d) Ensure the correct translation of the term “community” in the Polish version of the Convention
[bookmark: ZAF15]
[bookmark: _South_Africa_(CRPD/C/ZAF/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963387][bookmark: _Toc116397195]South Africa 
34. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a well-defined national strategic and legislative framework on de-institutionalisation and the absence of independent living community support services that provide for inclusion of persons with disabilities, particularly for persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities. Furthermore, the Committee is deeply concerned that the Gauteng tragedy may discourage the continuation of the process of de-institutionalisation process in the State party.
35. The Committee, in line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and to be included in the community,  recommends that the State party:
(a) Develop and adopt a national strategic and legislative framework on de-institutionalisation of persons with disabilities, including all necessary independent living community support services and ensure that persons with disabilities are effectively included, through their representative organisations, at all stages of the deinstitutionalization process;
(b) Step up the efforts for de-institutionalisation; 
(c) Adopt an action plan at the national, regional and local level to develop community support services in urban and rural areas, including providing personal assistance, grants and support to families of children with disabilities and parents with disabilities, covering support for assistive devices, guides and sign language interpreters.
[bookmark: _The_Former_Yugoslav_1][bookmark: MKD13]
[bookmark: _Toc113963388][bookmark: _Toc116397196]The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
34. The Committee notes with concern:
(a) The weakness of the deinstitutionalization process and the emphasis given to the resettlement of persons with disabilities in small group homes instead of independent living arrangements; 
(b) The absence of services and provision of personal assistance to promote independent living of persons with disabilities in the State Party; 
(c) That the State Party still spends more funds on institutions as compared to community based services;
(d) (d)The age discriminatory nature of the personal assistance pilot program.
35. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Provide adequate human, financial and technical resources for the full implementation of deinstitutionalization particularly for implementing the transition to independent living conditions; 
(b) Allocates sufficient resources to ensure to ensure the provision of personal assistance and that services in the community are available, accessible, affordable, accommodating and of quality in order to enable persons with disabilities exercise their right to live independently and be included in the community; 
(c) Adopt the measures necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities have a legal entitlement to a sufficient personal budget for independent living, which takes into account the additional costs related to disability and, redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services;
(d) Adopt measures to ensure the provision of personal assistance for persons with disabilities regardless of age limitations.
[bookmark: _Haiti_(CRPD/C/HTI/CO/1)_3][bookmark: _Toc113963389]
[bookmark: _Toc116397197]Haiti 
36. The Committee is concerned that the legislation of the State party fails to recognize living independently and being included in the community as a human right that enshrines individual autonomy, control and choice as intrinsic aspects of that right. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of policies, priorities and measures that affect the ability to live independently in the community. 
37. The Committee recommends, in line with the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, that the State party recognize the right to living independently and being included in the community as a subjective right, including the enforceability of all its elements, and adopt rights-based policies, regulations and guidelines to ensure implementation. The Committee further recommends that the State party set up a comprehensive plan, developed in close collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities, with adequate and sufficient dedicated funding to allow persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community in rural as well as urban areas and ensure the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Nepal_(CRPD/C/NPL/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963390][bookmark: _Toc116397198]Nepal 
29. The Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities are not provided with adequate means to enable them to exercise choice and control over their lives and make all decisions concerning their lives, particularly to live independently and in communities. The Committee is further concerned that the State party has not adopted any policy measures to protect persons with disabilities against forced institutionalization.
30. In line with General Comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living, the Committee recommends that the State party adopt a strategy to implement independent living schemes and ensure access to disability specific and community services. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure that persons with disabilities who live with or are dependent on their families receive appropriate support to enable them to live independently in the community.

[bookmark: _Oman_(CRPD/C/OMN/CO/1)_5][bookmark: _Toc113963391][bookmark: _Toc116397199]Oman 
35. The Committee is concerned about the low level of awareness among persons with disabilities of available independent-living support services and ways in which to claim such assistance within their local community, the inaccessibility of such services to persons with mobility impairments, persons with disabilities in rural areas and to migrant workers. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of home-based and community-based care for children with disabilities, especially in rural areas.
36. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen measures to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the family and community, and to systematically provide information to all persons with disabilities, including migrant workers and their families on how to access support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their own choice, in particular in rural areas. The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake all necessary measures to ensure accessibility to community services and facilities by all persons with disabilities in all areas of life, as well as ensure home and community-based care for children with disabilities, including in rural areas.

[bookmark: _Russian_Federation_(CRPD/C/RUS/CO/1_3][bookmark: _Toc113963392][bookmark: _Toc116397200]Russian Federation 
40. The Committee is deeply concerned about the large number of persons with disabilities living in institutions and about the limited opportunities for persons with disabilities, especially those with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, to access services and participate in local communities. It also notes with concern the lack of de- institutionalization strategy and that not all persons with disabilities are aware of the available support services and ways in which to claim assistance in local community.  
41. In line with its General comment No. 5, the Committee recommends that the State party adopt a strategy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, to develop accessible support services for persons with disabilities of all types and ages in local communities, and to systematically provide information to persons with disabilities and their families on how to claim support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their own choice and as part of the community.

[bookmark: _Seychelles_(CRPD/C/SYC/CO/1)_4][bookmark: _Toc113963393][bookmark: _Toc116397201]Seychelles 
31. The Committee is concerned at the large number of persons with disabilities still residing in institutions because of the lack of an explicit policy, national and municipal capacity and measures for deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, and the insufficient provision of independent living services in the community. The Committee is further concerned about trans-institutionalization of persons with disabilities into smaller institutions, as well as about plans to build new institutions. 
32. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt and implement a strategy and action plan, within a timeframe aimed at deinstitutionalization; 
(b) Prevent any form of trans- and re-institutionalisation, and provide sufficient funding for developing community-based independent living schemes; 
(c) Allocate sufficient resources to ensure that services in the community are available, accessible, affordable, acceptable and accommodating of persons with disabilities, so that they may exercise their right to live independently and be included in their communities in urban and rural areas; 
(d) Strengthen the national and municipal capacity to implement deinstitutionalization in close cooperation with organisations of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Slovenia_(CRPD/C/SVN/CO/1)_4][bookmark: _Toc113963394][bookmark: _Toc116397202]Slovenia 
31. The Committee is concerned at the large number of persons with disabilities still residing in institutions because of the lack of an explicit policy, national and municipal capacity and measures for deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, and the insufficient provision of independent living services in the community. The Committee is further concerned about trans-institutionalization of persons with disabilities into smaller institutions, as well as about plans to build new institutions. 
32. With reference to the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: SDN19](a) Adopt and implement a strategy and action plan, within a timeframe aimed at deinstitutionalization; 
(b) Prevent any form of trans- and re-institutionalisation, and provide sufficient funding for developing community-based independent living schemes; 
(c) Allocate sufficient resources to ensure that services in the community are available, accessible, affordable, acceptable and accommodating of persons with disabilities, so that they may exercise their right to live independently and be included in their communities in urban and rural areas; 
(d) Strengthen the national and municipal capacity to implement deinstitutionalization in close cooperation with organisations of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Sudan_(CRPD/C/SDN/CO/1)_3][bookmark: _Toc113963395][bookmark: _Toc116397203]Sudan 
39. The Committee notes with concern the absence of a strategy to promote and ensure the transition to full independent living for all persons with disabilities within the community, including with support of personal assistance programs; and that persons with psychosocial disabilities are still forced to live in reformatories without their consent under the guise of ensuring close supervision and access to better health care and treatment.
40. In the light of its general comment No. 5 (2017), the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt the legal and political measures necessary to ensuring the right of all persons with disabilities to independent living and inclusion in the community, including by providing for personal assistance and assistive aids; 
(b) Adopt the measures necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities have a legal entitlement to a sufficient personal budget for independent living, which takes into account the additional costs related to disability and, redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services.

[bookmark: _Latvia_(CRPD/C/LVA/CO/1)_3][bookmark: LVA19][bookmark: _Toc113963396][bookmark: _Toc116397204]Latvia 
30. The Committee is concerned about the:
(a) (a)Slow process of deinstitutionalizing persons with disabilities and allegations that residents are being transferred between institutions under the guise of deinstitutionalization;
(b) Absence of a strategy to ensure the continuity of deinstitutionalization after the termination of support from European structural funds;
(c) (c)Lack of commitment shown by municipalities to the deinstitutionalization process as a result, in part, of the limited knowledge of independent living; 
(d) Excessive administration and limited provision of personal assistance for persons with disabilities.
31.The Committee urges the State party to:
(a) (a)Expedite the complete deinstitutionalization of all persons with disabilities within a set time frame in order to close all remaining institutions, both those run by the State and the municipalities, ensuring that residents are not subject to transinstitutionalization;
(b) (b)Reinforce the engagement of municipalities in implementing the deinstitutionalization strategy, including through raising awareness about independent community-based living for persons with disabilities and ensuring sustainable provision of services to promote independent living following termination of European structural funds;
(c) (c)Ensure the provision of quality personal assistance that takes into account the individual needs of persons with disabilities and ensures their social inclusion and participation.

[bookmark: _Luxembourg_(CRPD/C/LUX/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963397][bookmark: _Toc116397205]Luxembourg 
36. The Committee is concerned about: 
(a) Laws in place, including the reform to Act 7014 of 8 July 2016, that continue to curtail the right to independent living by setting limits and controls on persons with disabilities; 
(b) The lack of an action plan for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities with a specific timeline and appropriate funding; 
(c) The absence of a clear strategy to promote and ensure the transition to full independent living for all persons with disabilities within the community, including with support of a personal assistant, and that future plans and construction projects still contain elements that limit the rights of persons with disabilities under article 19.
37. The Committee recommends that the State party take into account its general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community, and: 
(a) Adopt the legal and other measures necessary, including repealing Reform Act 7014 and relevant disability insurance systems, replacing them by legislation promoting the right to independent living and being included in the community, providing for, among others, personal assistance and clarifying the responsibilities and resource allocations of central and local authorities;
(b) Develop and implement an effective deinstitutionalization plan, with a clear time frame and benchmarks, involving persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in all stages;
(c) Adopt the measures necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities have a legal entitlement to a sufficient personal budget for independent living, which takes into account the additional costs related to disability and, at the same time, redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services, while increasing the availability of personal assistance.

[bookmark: _Montenegro_(CRPD/C/MNE/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963398][bookmark: _Toc116397206]Montenegro 
[bookmark: _Toc116392607]36. The Committee is concerned about the continuation of institutional care and the lack of any comprehensive strategy of deinstitutionalization. It is also concerned about:
[bookmark: _Toc116392608](a) The high number of persons with disabilities who are institutionalized, and the fact that the efforts made by the State party to develop individual support services remain insufficient;
[bookmark: _Toc116392609](b) The fact that persons who are institutionalized are transferred to other institutions as a form of “holiday”;
[bookmark: _Toc116392610](c) The allocation of resources to the creation of smaller, albeit still segregated settings, which constitute de facto institutions, instead of increasing resource allocation to community-based care.
[bookmark: _Toc116392611]37.The Committee urges the State party to adopt a comprehensive strategy with clear time-bound goals for effective deinstitutionalization and to allocate adequate resources to its implementation. It recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Toc116392612](a) Commit to not building new institutions or other forms of segregated settings, and instead develop a wide range of community-based services, including at the local level, that respond to the needs of persons with disabilities and respect their autonomy, choices, dignity and privacy and that include peer support and other alternatives to the medical model of mental health;
[bookmark: _Toc116392613](b) Discontinue the concept of holidays in a different institution and ensure that persons with disabilities can spend holidays in a community care environment;
[bookmark: _Toc116392614](c) Ensure the involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations at all stages of the development of independent living strategies and schemes.

[bookmark: _Morocco_(CRPD/C/MAR/CO/1)_3][bookmark: _Toc113963399][bookmark: _Toc116397207]Morocco 
[bookmark: _Toc116392616]38. The Committee notes with concern:
[bookmark: _Toc116392617](a) The high number of persons with disabilities, including children, living in institutions;
[bookmark: _Toc116392618](b) The absence of community support services that provide for inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392619](c) The marginalization of persons with disabilities, especially persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, from participation in the activities of daily life owing to a lack of accessible essential services;
[bookmark: _Toc116392620](d) The absence of a policy on deinstitutionalization and independent living.
[bookmark: _Toc116392621]39. The Committee recommends that the State party:
[bookmark: _Toc116392622](a) Recognize in its legislation the subjective right of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392623](b) Set up a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities that includes provisions for collecting data, particularly of abandoned children with disabilities in institutions, a clear time frame and indicators; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392624](c) Adopt a plan at the national and regional levels to develop community support services in urban and rural areas, including personal assistance, grants and support for families of children with disabilities and parents with disabilities, including support for the provision of assistive devices, guides and sign language interpreters;
[bookmark: _Toc116392625](d) Adopt measures at the national and local levels to ensure the accessibility of community services and facilities for all persons with disabilities in all areas of life.
[bookmark: PAN19]
[bookmark: _Panama_(CRPD/C/PAN/CO/1)_2][bookmark: _Toc113963400][bookmark: _Toc116397208]Panama 
42.The Committee is concerned at the limited progress made in implementing an independent living model and the lack of programmes and services, including personal assistance for persons with disabilities who require it, so that they may exercise their right to independent living and to be included in their community.
43.In line with its general comment No. 5 (2017) on the right to independent living and to be included in the community, the Committee recommends that the State party promote independent living schemes and roll out programmes and services, including personal assistance for persons with disabilities who require it, so that they may exercise their right to live independently and be included in their community. It also recommends that the State party introduce a budget line to guarantee fair wages for individuals who provide personal assistance to persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: GBR19]
[bookmark: _United_Kingdom_of_3][bookmark: _Toc113963401][bookmark: _Toc116397209]United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
[bookmark: _Toc116392628]44. The Committee is concerned about:
[bookmark: _Toc116392629](a) The fact that the State party’s legislation fails to recognize living independently and being included in the community as a human right that enshrines individual autonomy, control and choice as intrinsic aspects of that right;
[bookmark: _Toc116392630](b) Policies and measures that affect the ability to live independently in the community, such as the reduction in social protection schemes related to housing, household income and budgets for independent living, as well as the closure of the Independent Living Fund;
[bookmark: _Toc116392631](c) The fact that responsibility for supporting independent living has been transferred to the devolved administrations and local authorities without providing appropriate and earmarked budget allocation;
[bookmark: _Toc116392632](d) The fact that many persons with disabilities are still institutionalized and deprived of the right to live independently and be included within the community, when: (i) they lack the financial resources to afford personal assistance; (ii) local authorities are of the opinion that they can provide assistance within care homes; and (iii) the cost rationale constitutes the main parameter of an assessment;
[bookmark: _Toc116392633](e) The lack of support services and accessible public facilities, including personal assistance, for persons with disabilities, regardless of sex, gender, age and other status, to live independently and be included in the community.
[bookmark: _Toc116392634]45. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with the Committee’s general comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and the Committee’s report on its inquiry concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland carried out under article 6 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention: 
[bookmark: _Toc116392635](a) Recognize the right to living independently and being included in the community as a subjective right, recognize the enforceability of all its elements, and adopt rights-based policies, regulations and guidelines to ensure implementation;
[bookmark: _Toc116392636](b) Conduct periodic assessments in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities to address and prevent the negative effects of policy reforms through sufficiently funded and appropriate strategies in the area of social support and living independently; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392637](c) Provide adequate, sufficient earmarked funding to local authorities and administrations, including the devolved governments, to be able to continuously allocate adequate resources allowing persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community and to exercise their right to choose their place of residence and where and with whom to live; 
[bookmark: _Toc116392638](d) Set up a comprehensive plan, developed in close collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities, aimed at the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, and develop community-based independent living schemes through a holistic and cross-cutting approach, including education, childcare, transport, housing, employment and social security;
[bookmark: _Toc116392639](e) Allocate sufficient resources to ensure that support services are available, accessible, affordable, acceptable, adaptable and are sensitive to different living conditions for all persons with disabilities in urban and rural areas.
[bookmark: ARM19]
[bookmark: _Armenia_(CRPD/C/ARM/CO/1)_3][bookmark: _Toc113963402][bookmark: _Toc116397210]Armenia 
31. The Committee is concerned about the slow progress of the deinstitutionalization process and the large number of children and adults with disabilities still living in residential institutions. It is also concerned about the very limited support to enable them to live independently within the community. 
32. The Committee recommends that the State party expedite the process of deinstitutionalization and implement, without delay, its action plan for deinstitutionalization, including timelines for closing all remaining institutions. It also recommends that the State party adopt legal measures and allocate sufficient resources for the development of support services, including personal assistance, that would facilitate the independent living of all persons with disabilities in the community. The Committee further recommends that persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, be involved in all stages of the deinstitutionalization process (planning, implementation, evaluation and monitoring). 

[bookmark: _Bosnia_and_Herzegovina_4][bookmark: _Toc113963403][bookmark: _Toc116397211]Bosnia and Herzegovina 
34. The Committee is concerned that: 
(a) Institutional care is still prevalent and there is no comprehensive strategy of deinstitutionalization in the State party; 
(b) The number of institutionalized persons with disabilities remains high, and insufficient efforts have been made to provide resources for the development of support services, in particular personal assistance, in local communities for those leaving institutions; 
(c) Resources are still invested in renovating or extending institutions, while initiatives of — and opportunities provided for — organizations of persons with disabilities for developing services within the community that enable independent living are not sufficiently supported.
35. The Committee urges the State party to:
(a) Adopt a comprehensive strategy with clear time-bound measures and the allocation of sufficient funds for effective deinstitutionalization;
(b) Legally ensure that no further investment will be made in new institutions and that the staff of current institutions will be provided with adequate training on the Convention, and update the current curricula of social worker students accordingly;
(c) Facilitate the involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the development of independent living strategies and schemes that provide for accessible community-based services, especially at the local level.

[bookmark: _Canada_(CRPD/C/CAN/CO/1)_3][bookmark: _Toc113963404][bookmark: _Toc116397212]Canada 
37. The Committee commends the steps taken by different provinces in the State party towards deinstitutionalization, and welcomes in particular the information that Ontario closed its last residential institution for persons with “developmental” disabilities in 2009. However, the Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities continue to be placed in institutions in many provinces, such as Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Quebec, and in the territories. It is also concerned about the lack of adequate services and support available to persons with disabilities within the over 600 First Nation communities in the State party. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Adopt national guidelines on, and provide on a continuous basis advice to provincial and territorial jurisdictions towards, the recognition of the right to live independently and be included in the community as a subjective and enforceable right for persons with disabilities, reaffirming the principle of respect for the individual autonomy of persons with disabilities and their freedom to make choices about where and with whom to live; 
(b) Adopt a human rights-based approach to disability in all housing plans and policies at all levels. To that end, the State party should increase the availability of affordable and accessible housing units for persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, as well as support services; 
(c) Ensure that provincial and territorial jurisdictions set up strategies with time frames to close institutions and replace them with a comprehensive system of support for independent living, including home support and personal assistance for persons with disabilities; 
(d) Ensure that accessibility legislation, plans and programmes include the accessibility of services and facilities with the aim of facilitating the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community and preventing their isolation and institutionalization; 
(e) Ensure appropriate service provision within First Nation communities (on reserves) to individuals with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities.

[bookmark: _Cyprus_(CRPD/C/CYP/CO/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963405][bookmark: _Toc116397213]Cyprus 
43. The Committee is deeply concerned about the significant number of persons with disabilities who are currently still institutionalized. 
44. The Committee recommends that the State party, in close collaboration with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, and in line with article 4 (3) of the Convention: 
(a) Develop and implement safeguards securing the right to independent living; 
(b) Adopt and immediately implement an adequately funded deinstitutionalization strategy; 
(c) Redirect resources allocated to institutionalization and earmark and allocate them to community-based services and increase the budget enabling persons with disabilities to live independently across the State party with access to individually assessed and adequate services, including personal assistance, within the community. 

[bookmark: _Toc113963406][bookmark: _Toc116397214]Honduras 
45. Al Comité le preocupa la inexistencia de iniciativas concretas para la desinstitucionalización de personas con discapacidad y apoyos en la comunidad para la vida independiente. También le preocupa las inconsistencias entre el Programa de Asistencia Personal y la persistencia del enfoque médico en la aplicación de la legislación sobre cuidadores. 
46. El Comité alienta al Estado parte en sus esfuerzos de no aceptar ninguna nueva institucionalización y le recomienda que impulse un plan con plazos concretos y un presupuesto suficiente para la desinstitucionalización de personas con discapacidad, particularmente personas con discapacidad intelectual o psicosocial, que garantice a las personas con discapacidad el acceso a los servicios y apoyos necesarios, incluyendo la asistencia personal, con el objetivo de una vida independiente en la comunidad, todo esto en consultas con las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad. 
[bookmark: _Iran_(Islamic_Republic_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963407][bookmark: _Toc116397215]Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
40. The Committee is concerned about isolation and institutionalization of persons with disabilities, in particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities who depend on ‘care’ provided by their families or in institutions. It is further concerned about the absence of support services, including personal assistance aimed at ensuring inclusion of persons with disability in the community. 
41. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Adopt a strategy for the de-institutionalization of persons with disabilities, within a time frame, budget and measurable indicators, and withdraw the program community mental health center run by the Ministry of Health and Medical Education; and 
(b) Redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services and increase budgets to enable persons with disabilities to live independently with access to services, including personal assistance. 
(c) Raise awareness about the right to autonomy and self-determination of persons with disabilities, including concerning decisions of where and with whom to live. 

[bookmark: _Toc113963408][bookmark: _Toc116397216]Jordan
37. The Committee is concerned about the low level of awareness among persons with disabilities of available independent-living support services and ways in which to claim such assistance within their local community. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the deinstitutionalization strategy, ensure the allocation of the resources necessary for it to realize its objective of promoting the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the family and community, and systematically provide information to persons with disabilities and their families on how to access support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their own choice and as part of the community and the family. 
[bookmark: _Republic_of_Moldova_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963409][bookmark: _Toc116397217]Republic of Moldova 
36. The Committee is concerned about the slow pace of the deinstitutionalization process. It is concerned that, despite the executive moratorium on new admissions, persons with disabilities continue to be institutionalized. It is also concerned that the State party lacks the legal measures to ensure that persons with disabilities who have been deinstitutionalized can live independently, and that there is a lack of clarity as to the responsibilities of central and local authorities regarding the provision of community-based services. 
37. The Committee recommends that the State party expedite the process of deinstitutionalization and ensure the application of the moratorium. It recommends that the State party: 
(a) Execute, without delay, the action plan for the implementation of reforms relating to deinstitutionalization, which should include a deadline and timelines for closing all remaining institutions; 
(b) Adopt legal measures providing for independent living, including personal assistance, and clarify the responsibilities and resource allocations of central and local authorities; 
(c) Involve persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in all stages of the deinstitutionalization process (planning, implementation, evaluation and monitoring).
[bookmark: _Bolivia_(CRPD/C/BOL/CO/1)_4]
[bookmark: _Toc113963410][bookmark: _Toc116397218]Bolivia 
49. The Committee is concerned about the non-existence of support services to enable persons with disabilities to be included and participate fully in the community, which contributes to perpetuation of the institutionalization model.
50. The Committee urges the State party to implement community support services, with qualified human resources and adequate budgets, to enable persons with disabilities to make independent decisions on where to live and to be included in the community.
[bookmark: _Colombia_(CRPD/C/COL/CO/1)_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963411][bookmark: _Toc116397219]Colombia 
48. The Committee is concerned that the transition of persons with disabilities from institutions to living in the community has not begun, and that there is a lack of support services for independent living.
49. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Implement a plan for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, with specific timelines and sufficient resources for its implementation;
(b) Ensure that community services are available to persons with disabilities and are inclusive of persons with disabilities, and develop and make available at all levels, including municipalities and communities, the support services required by persons with disabilities, including personal assistance, to enable them to choose their place of residence and to live independently.
[bookmark: _Ethiopia_(CRPD/C/ETH/CO/1)_4]
[bookmark: _Toc113963412][bookmark: _Toc116397220]Ethiopia 
43. The Committee is concerned at the absence of community support services that provide for the inclusion of persons with disability in society. It is also concerned at the lack of availability and accessibility of personal assistance services for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Guatemala_(CRPD/C/GTM/CO/1)_4]44. The Committee recommends that the State party enhance the availability, accessibility and inclusiveness of existing public services and develop further community-based services for persons with disabilities to ensure that they have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live, including in rural areas. It also recommends that the State party ensure the availability and accessibility of personal assistance services for persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc113963413][bookmark: _Toc116397221]Guatemala 
53. The Committee is concerned by the high number of children and adults with disabilities being held in institutions. The Committee is particularly concerned by the situation of persons at the Federico Mora National Mental Health Hospital, who are isolated indefinitely. It is also concerned by the large number of children, including many with disabilities, who are currently in institutions. The Committee notes with concern the lack of local community services designed to meet the needs of persons with disabilities to enable them to live independently. In addition, it is concerned by the lack of support for the families of children with disabilities to ensure that such children are able to remain in the family environment.
54. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Urgently draw up a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, with time frames, adequate resources and specific assessment measures;
(b) Allocate sufficient resources to the development of local community support services, including personal assistance, to enable all persons with disabilities, regardless of disability, gender or age, to choose freely with whom, where and in what living arrangement they wish to live;
(c) Provide support to families of children with disabilities to prevent family breakdown and institutionalization of the children;
(d) Abolish the institutionalization of children of any age.

[bookmark: _Toc113963414][bookmark: _Toc116397222]Italy 
47. The Committee is deeply concerned about the trend to re-institutionalize persons with disabilities and that funds are not being reallocated from institutions to promoting and ensuring independent living for all persons with disabilities within their community. Furthermore, it notes with concern the gendered consequences of the current policies where women are “forced” to remain within the family as caregivers of their peers with disabilities instead of being employed in the labour market.
48. The Committee recommends that the State party implement safeguards to retain the right to autonomous independent living across all regions, and redirect resources from institutionalization to community-based services and increase budget support to enable persons with disabilities to live independently across the country and have equal access to services, including personal assistance. 
[bookmark: _United_Arab_Emirates_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963415][bookmark: _Toc116397223]United Arab Emirates	 
37. The Committee is concerned that a number of cultural, social and environmental challenges prevent persons with disabilities from enjoying their rights to live independently and be included in the community, including the absence of a strategy to develop inclusive community-based services and provide personal assistance. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a strategy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, including Bidouns, to live independently and be included in the community, which includes developing community-based services, providing personal assistance and rendering existing services inclusive, regardless of place of residence, and to systematically provide information to persons with disabilities and their families on how to claim the kind of support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their own choices and as part of the community. 
[bookmark: _Uruguay_(CRPD/C/URY/CO)_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963416][bookmark: _Toc116397224]Uruguay 
45. Al Comité le preocupa la inexistencia de iniciativas concretas para la desinstitucionalización de las personas con discapacidad y los apoyos en la comunidad para la vida independiente. También le preocupa las inconsistencias entre el Programa de asistencia personal y la persistencia del enfoque médico en la aplicación de la ley de cuidadores. 
46. El Comité alienta al Estado parte en sus esfuerzos de no aceptar ninguna nueva institucionalización y le recomienda que impulse un plan con plazos concretos y un presupuesto suficiente para la desinstitucionalización de personas con discapacidad, incluyendo a las personas con discapacidad intelectual o psicosocial, que garantice a las personas con discapacidad el acceso los servicios y apoyos necesarios, incluyendo la asistencia personal, con el objetivo de  una vida independiente en la comunidad, todo esto en consulta con las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad. 
[bookmark: CHL19][bookmark: _Chile_(CRPD/C/CHL/CO/1)_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963417][bookmark: _Toc116397225]Chile 
43. Al Comité le preocupan los pocos avances en la implementación de la Ley núm. 20422 en lo relativo a las disposiciones para apoyar a personas con discapacidad a vivir independientemente pues estas personas carecen de sistemas de apoyos en la comunidad, lo cual las obliga a ingresar en instituciones o vivir en condiciones de indigencia. Asimismo, le preocupa la ausencia de un plan para la desinstitucionalización de personas con discapacidad y su transición hacia una vida de inclusión comunitaria.
44. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que impulse un plan para la desinstitucionalización de personas con discapacidad, particularmente personas con discapacidad intelectual o psicosocial, que incluya su transición hacia una vida independiente en la comunidad contando con los servicios y apoyos necesarios, con plazos concretos y un presupuesto suficiente.
[bookmark: _Lithuania_(CRPD/C/LTU/CO/1)_1]
[bookmark: _Toc113963418][bookmark: _Toc116397226]Lithuania 
39. The Committee is deeply concerned at the lack of sufficient choice and range of adequate support mechanisms, including independent living schemes, to ensure that persons with disabilities can access accommodation within their local community, regardless of their sex, age or impairment. In particular:
(a)	Many children under 3 years of age with disabilities are still placed in residential institutions;
(b) There are no guarantees that all younger persons with disabilities have realistic options of choosing not to live in residential facilities for the elderly;
(c)	 There is no programme for individualized personal and financial assistance allowing persons with disabilities to live independently in the community, and a lack of range of community-based services.
40. The Committee recommends that the State party, in close collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities:
(a)	Adopt an adequately funded strategy for deinstitutionalization ensuring a range of community-based services for the social inclusion of persons with disabilities, including for children with intellectual and/or psychosocial impairments, including their right to live independently in the community, with the possibility of individualized personal assistance support services in their home;
(b)	Effectively implement the action plan for the implementation of the national programme for the social integration of persons with disabilities for the period 2013-2019 at all levels of the State;
(c)	Adopt a moratorium on new admissions of children into institutionalized care;
(d)	Eliminate excessive waiting time for receiving support services by investing in developing new services and rendering existing services accessible and inclusive and ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sufficient financial resources for independent living and improved access to accessible services in the community.
41. The Committee is concerned that the national budget and European Union structural funds have been used in renovating existing institutional facilities and in constructing new ones.
42. The Committee recommends that the State party further prioritize investing in a social service system for independent living in the community, and immediately refrain from using national and structural funds of the European Union to renovate, maintain or construct residential institutions for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Portugal_(CRPD/C/PRT/CO/1)_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963419][bookmark: _Toc116397227]Portugal 
38.	The Committee is concerned about the lack of a national policy for independent living in the State party, the lack of regulations governing personal assistance, and the fact that the amount currently paid for ‘Third person assistance allowance’ is very low, resulting in some persons in the State party being forced to live in institutions for persons with disabilities or in homes for older people, in which the State Party invest more than in support for living independently. It is also concerned that the National Mental Health Plan 2007-2016, which aims to extend the National Network for Integrated Continuous Care, has yet to put in place community-based services.
39.	The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with representative organisations of persons with disabilities, adopt a national strategy for independent living, including increased investment in living independently in the community rather than in institutions, regulate in the field of personal assistance, and offer wider access to sign language interpreters and deafblind sign language interpretation in its public services. Furthermore, the Committee urges the State party to establish community-based support services for persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities.  

[bookmark: _Serbia_(CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)_4][bookmark: _Toc113963420][bookmark: _Toc116397228]Serbia 
39.	The Committee is concerned about the lack of comprehensive strategy of deinstitutionalisation in the State party, further concerned that the number of institutionalised persons with disabilities remain high, and that insufficient efforts have been made to provide resources for the development of support services, personal assistance services in particular, in local communities for those leaving institutions.  The Committee is further concerned that resources are still invested in renovating or extending institutions while a lot of barriers for initiatives by organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) including overcomplicated licencing process, still persist.
40.	The Committee urges the State party to adopt a comprehensive strategy and measures for an effective deinstitutionalisation.  It further recommends to ensure no investment will be made for new institutions and to allocate resources to enable all persons with disabilities to live independently and to have support in the community based on their own choice and preference. It further recommends removing barriers for a greater participation of organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) in the development of community based services, especially at the level of municipalities.
[bookmark: _Slovakia_(CRPD/C/SVK/CO/1)_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963421][bookmark: _Toc116397229]Slovakia 
55. The Committee is deeply concerned by the high number of institutionalized persons with disabilities, in particular women with disabilities; that progress on the deinstitutionalization process is too slow and partial; about the ongoing investments from government budgets in institutions; and the lack of provision of full support for persons with disabilities to live independently in their communities.
56. The Committee recommends that the State party provide and implement a timetable to ensure that the implementation of the deinstitutionalization process is expedited, including by putting in place specific additional measures to ensure that community-based services are strengthened for all persons with disabilities, in particular women with disabilities and older persons with disabilities. Furthermore, the State party should ensure that the use of European structural and investment funds complies with article 19 and that new follow-up national action plans on the transition from institutional settings to community-based support are initiated with the comprehensive involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities and civil society organizations, including in the area of monitoring. The Committee also recommends that the State party no longer allocate resources from the national budget to institutions and that it reallocate resources into community-based services in accordance with the investment priorities of the European Regional Development Fund (art. 5.9 (a) of European Union regulation No. 1303/2013).
57. The Committee is concerned at the geographic variation and unequal financial support of community-based social services and home-care services for persons with disabilities, including older persons, and at the slow rate of the remuneration process on behalf of the State party.
[bookmark: _Thailand_(CRPD/C/THA/CO/1)_3]58. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the equal distribution of resources for social care, with an emphasis on community-based services. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure that community-based social services and home-care services are available in all geographic regions and rural areas, and that funds are allocated to persons with disabilities who require them, especially those who are unemployed or in low-wage employment.

[bookmark: _Toc113963422][bookmark: _Toc116397230]Thailand 
39. The Committee is concerned about the institutionalization of persons with disabilities, including girls and boys, in residential institutions, hospitals, half-way homes and rehabilitation centres, and the insufficiency of community-based support services to implement independent living. The Committee is also concerned that many initiatives for facilitating the enjoyment of the right to independent living remain isolated examples and face challenges in terms of sustainability.
[bookmark: _Uganda_(CRPD/C/UGA/CO/1)_5][bookmark: _Toc116392661]40. The Committee recommends that the State party, in active dialogue with organizations of persons with disabilities:
[bookmark: _Toc116392662](a) Adopt a concrete time frame for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities;
[bookmark: _Toc116392663](b) Make available a range of supports in the community to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise choice and control regarding where and with whom they live;
[bookmark: _Toc116392664](c) Continue and strengthen initiatives for independent living to ensure long-term sustainability.

[bookmark: _Toc113963423][bookmark: _Toc116397231]Uganda 
38. The Committee is concerned about the prevalence of institutionalization of persons with disabilities and the absence of community support services that provide for inclusion of persons with disability in society. It is also concerned about the marginalization of persons with disabilities, in particular persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, from everyday life due to lack of provision of essential services.
39. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a)	Adopt a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with
(b)	disabilities, within a time frame and with indicators;
(c)	Provide essential community-based services, including accessibility to education, health care, employment and accommodation, and personal assistance to guarantee independent living for persons with disabilities, including those living in rural areas;
(d)	Provide grants to persons with disabilities to facilitate independent living in the community covering support for assistive devices, guides, sign language interpreters and affordable skin-care protection for persons with albinism.
[bookmark: _Brazil_(CRPD/C/BRA/CO/1)_11][bookmark: _Brazil_(CRPD/C/BRA/CO/1)_13]
[bookmark: _Toc113963424][bookmark: _Toc116397232]Brazil 
36. The Committee is concerned at the lack of access to support services and allowances, especially personal assistance services, aimed at enabling persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community. The Committee is also concerned that the State party does not have a comprehensive strategy to replace institutionalization with community-based living for persons with disabilities.
37. The Committee recommends the State party to establish a framework providing for legal entitlement to personal assistance services to enable persons with disabilities to live independently in the community. The Committee also recommends that, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, the State party develop and implement an effective de-institutionalization and community-based living strategy with clear time frames and benchmarks.
[bookmark: _European_Union_(CRPD/C/EU/CO/1)_13][bookmark: _European_Union_(CRPD/C/EU/CO/1)_15]
[bookmark: _Toc113963425][bookmark: _Toc116397233]European Union 
50. The Committee is concerned that across the European Union persons with disabilities, especially persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities still live in institutions rather than in local communities. It further notes that in spite of changes in regulations, in different Member States the ESI Funds continue being used for maintenance of residential institutions rather than for development of support services for persons with disabilities in local communities.
51. The Committee recommends that the European Union develop an approach to guide and foster deinstitutionalisation, to strengthen the monitoring of the use of ESI Funds - to ensure they are being used strictly for the development of support services for persons with disabilities in local communities and not the re-development or expansion of institutions. It further recommends that the European Union suspend, withdraw and recover payments if the obligation to respect fundamental rights is breached.
[bookmark: _Gabon_(CRPD/C/GAB/CO/1)_13][bookmark: _Gabon_(CRPD/C/GAB/CO/1)_15]
[bookmark: _Toc113963426][bookmark: _Toc116397234]Gabon 
44. The Committee is concerned that community-based services aimed at enabling persons with disabilities to live and participate in the community with choices equal to others have yet to be developed. It is also concerned about the lack of measures aimed at persons with disabilities who are abandoned by their families, especially in and around the capital in so-called ‘cités’.
45. The Committee recommends that the State party comprehensively develop community-based services for persons with disabilities in close cooperation with them and their representative organisations including, in particular, the service of personal assistance. It also recommends that it adopt the necessary measures to prevent isolation or segregation of persons with disabilities from the community hidden in the family, in segregated institutions, and in the so-called ‘cités’.
[bookmark: _Kenya_(CRPD/C/KEN/CO/1)_13][bookmark: _Kenya_(CRPD/C/KEN/CO/1)_15]
[bookmark: _Toc113963427][bookmark: _Toc116397235]Kenya 
37. The Committee is concerned about the institutionalization of persons with disabilities and the absence of community support services that provide for inclusion of persons with disability in society. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a)	Adopt a strategy for the de-institutionalization of persons with disabilities, within a timeframe and measurable indicators. This strategy must involve the participation of organizations of persons with disabilities; 
(b)	Launch a comprehensive strategy with timeframe and human rights-based indicators to provide for community-based services available for persons with disabilities; and
(c)	Take steps to introduce specific budgetary allocations, for the promotion of independent living, including cash transfer schemes for personal assistance services.

[bookmark: _Toc113963428][bookmark: _Toc116397236]Mauritius 
31. The Committee is concerned that families who are often the sole base of support for persons and children with disabilities, especially those with psycho-social and intellectual disabilities, receive limited assistance from the State. The Committee is also concerned that children are removed from family settings and placed in residential institutions where they lack care and psychological support and are sometimes subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. The Committee is further concerned that private Day Care Centers where children with disabilities are placed are not regulated nor monitored by the State and that children with disabilities continue to be placed in “Centres de Sauvegarde” (“Abris des Enfants en Détresse”).
32. The Committee recommends that the State party urgently remove children with disabilities from the “Centres de Sauvegarde” (“Abris des Enfants en Détresse”) and develop family and community-based alternatives for those deprived of a family environment. The State party should initiate without delay a transition from private unregulated Day Care Centers to inclusive early childhood education and education settings and in the interim, regulate and closely monitor these Centers. The State party should adopt urgent measures directed to the deinstitutionalisation of persons with disabilities and to develop mechanisms at the community level to promote choices, autonomy and inclusion, for persons with disabilities. The Committee also recommends that the State party develop effective quality support services for parents caring for children with disabilities and for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community as well as effective protection systems.
[bookmark: _Qatar_(CRPD/C/QAT/CO/1)_12][bookmark: _Qatar_(CRPD/C/QAT/CO/1)_13]
[bookmark: _Toc113963429][bookmark: _Toc116397237]Qatar 
37. The Committee is concerned by the absence of a strategy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community and the lack of a systematic provision of information by the State party to persons with disabilities and their families on how to claim support services and assistance they are entitled to. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a strategy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community, and to systematically provide information to persons with disabilities and their families on how to claim support services and assistance that would enable them to live independently in accordance with their own choice and as part of the community.
[bookmark: _Ukraine_(CRPD/C/UKR/CO/1)_12][bookmark: _Ukraine_(CRPD/C/UKR/CO/1)_13]
[bookmark: _Toc113963430][bookmark: _Toc116397238]Ukraine 
36. The Committee notes with concern that the State party continues to practice institutionalization of persons with disabilities and provides very limited support, especially to persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, to live independently in their respective communities.
37. The Committee urges the State party to adopt measures for deinstitutionalization and to allocate sufficient resources for development of support services in local communities that would enable all persons with disabilities, to choose freely with whom, where and under which living arrangements they will live.
[bookmark: _Cook_Islands_(CRPD/C/COK/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963431][bookmark: _Toc116397239]Cook Islands 
39. The Committee is concerned that there are no registered personal assistants services in the State party and that families are the sole base of support for persons with disabilities.
40. The Committee recommends the State party develop support services for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community, including setting a concrete time frame and allocating budget for the establishment of professional personal assistance services, with the active participation of organisations of persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Croatia_(CRPD/C/HRV/CO/1_)_1][bookmark: HRV19]
[bookmark: _Toc113963432][bookmark: _Toc116397240]Croatia  
29.  The Committee is, concerned, that not all residential institutions, such as smaller private institutions, wards for long-term care in psychiatric institutions and foster homes for adults, are covered by the deinstitutionalization plan. It is further concerned that a legal framework providing for personal assistant services allowing independent living in the community is lacking and that such services are only available to a limited number of persons with disabilities.
30. The Committee recommends that the process of deinstitutionalization include all residential institutions for all persons with disabilities and foster homes for adult persons with disabilities. It recommends to adopt a legal framework providing for entitlement to personal assistance services in the community and to initiate a process of making local communities and mainstream services accessible to persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Czech_Republic_(CRPD/C/CZE/CO/1)_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963433][bookmark: _Toc116397241]Czech Republic 
38. The Committee notes with concern that the State party continues to invest more resources in institutional settings than in support services that would enable persons with disabilities to live independently in their respective local communities. It further notes with concern the lack of plans to provide support services in local communities for older persons with disabilities
39. The Committee urges the State party to step up the process of deinstitutionalization and to allocate sufficient resources for development of support services in local communities that would enable all persons with disabilities, regardless of their impairments, gender or age, to choose freely with whom, where and under which living arrangements they will live, in line with the provisions of article 19 of the Convention. 
The Committee recommends the State party to take all necessary measures to ensure that policy processes for deinstitutionalization, including the development of the National Plan on Promoting Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities 2015-2020, have a clear timeline and concrete benchmarks for implementation which are effectively monitored at regular intervals. In particular, the Committee urges the State party to abolish the placement of children under three years old in institutionalized care as soon as possible. 
[bookmark: _Dominican_Republic_(CRPD/C/DOM/CO/1_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963434][bookmark: _Toc116397242]Dominican Republic 
38. The Committee is deeply concerned at the fact that there is no strategy to de- institutionalize persons with disabilities, particularly children with “severe” disabilities in the Angeles homes and that no community and support services have been created to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and be included in the community.
39. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a programme for the de-institutionalization of persons with disabilities, particularly children with disabilities, in the Angeles homes. It also recommends setting up programmes and support networks to enable persons with disabilities to be included in the community and to live independently, in housing arrangements that meet their wishes, needs and preferences. 
[bookmark: _Germany_(CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1)][bookmark: DEU19]
[bookmark: _Toc113963435][bookmark: _Toc116397243]Germany  
41. The Committee is concerned about the high levels of institutionalisation and the lack of alternative living arrangements or appropriate infrastructure, which comprise additional financial barriers for persons with disabilities. Furthermore, it is concerned that access to benefits and support services impede the right to live in the community with an adequate standard of living due to means-testing of benefits, which do not cover disability-related expenses.
42. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a)	Take steps towards legal reform of Section 13 para. 1(3) of the Twelfth Book of the Social Code (SGB XII) for increased social assistance services to enable inclusion, self-determination and choice to live in the community;
(b)	Allocate sufficient financial resources to facilitate de-institutionalisation and promote independent living, including increased financial resources to provide community-based outpatient services providing the required support to persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned across the whole country;
(c)	Increase access to programmes and benefits to support living in the community and which cover disability-related costs.
[bookmark: _Mongolia_(CRPD/C/MNG/CO/1)_1]
[bookmark: _Toc113963436][bookmark: _Toc116397244]Mongolia 
31. The Committee is concerned about the lack of social assistance programmes aimed at enabling persons with disabilities to live independently in the community as prescribed for in article 19 of the Convention. 
32. The Committee recommends that the State party develop a de-institutionalisation plan, in consultations with persons with disabilites, which includes establishing support measures, including personal assistance to persons with disabilites, regardless of whether they have family or not. 
[bookmark: _Turkmenistan_(CRPD/C/TKM/CO/1)_3]
[bookmark: _Toc113963437][bookmark: _Toc116397245]Turkmenistan 
37. The Committee is concerned at the absence of an effective roadmap with concrete targets to deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities. 
38. The Committee recommends that the State party design and effectively implement a strategy based on measurable targets for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities taking into account the different types of institutions, with a view to promoting community-based services and supporting independent living. The above-mentioned strategy should be developed in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities. The strategy should provide for sufficient trained therapists, social workers and other relevant specialists. 	 
[bookmark: _New_Zealand_(CRPD/C/NZL/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963438][bookmark: _Toc116397246]New Zealand 
39.	The Committee notes the independent living model and the Enabling Good Lives project, which both give greater independence to persons with disabilities. However, the Committee is concerned that there appears to be a lack of choice and of a range of supports to ensure that persons with disabilities can freely and by themselves choose to live included in the community, noting especially that persons with disabilities in some cases have no other option than to live in residential facilities for the elderly.
40.	The Committee recommends that the independent living model and the Enabling Good Lives programme be extended to enable more persons with disabilities to live independently in the community. The Committee also recommends that a range of supports be made available in the community to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise choice and control regarding where they live.

[bookmark: _Denmark_(CRPD/C/DEN/CO/1)_8][bookmark: _Denmark_(CRPD/C/DNK/CO/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963439][bookmark: _Toc116397247]Denmark 
42.	The Committee is concerned about the increased construction, by municipalities, with State-guaranteed loans, of large institution-like residences for persons with disabilities, with thirty to sixty or even more residents, often outside city centres. It is also concerned about the recent surveys indicating the limited possibility for persons with disabilities to freely choose where to live, which has included instances of forced relocation.
43.	The Committee recommends that the State party end the use of State-guaranteed loans to build institution-like residences for persons with disabilities; that it amend the legislation on social services so that persons with disabilities may freely choose where and with whom they live, while enjoying the necessary assistance to live independently; and that it take measures to close existing institution-like residences and to prevent the forced relocation of persons with disabilities, in order to avoid isolation from the community.
[bookmark: _Republic_of_Korea_12][bookmark: _Republic_of_Korea]
[bookmark: _Toc113963440][bookmark: _Toc116397248]Republic of Korea 
37.	The Committee is concerned about the lack of efficiency of the deinstitutionalization strategies and the lack of sufficient measures aimed at including persons with disabilities in the community, as reflected by the increase in both the number of institutions for persons with disabilities and the number of residents, and the lack of policies for inclusion in the community with all necessary support services, including personal assistance services.
38.	The Committee urges the State party to develop effective deinstitutionalization strategies based on the human rights model of disability and to significantly increase support services in the community, including personal assistance services.
39.	The Committee is concerned that the amount that a person with disabilities is required to pay to receive personal assistant services is calculated based on the “degree of impairment” rather than on the characteristics, circumstances and needs of that person and on the income of the family rather than on the income of the person concerned, resulting in the exclusion of some persons with disabilities from receiving personal assistant services.
40.	The Committee encourages the State party to ensure that social assistance programmes provide sufficient and fair financial assistance so that persons with disabilities can live independently in the community. The Committee recommends, in particular, that the State party base the amount of payment for the personal assistant services on the characteristics, circumstances and needs of the persons with disabilities, rather than on the “degree of impairment”, and on the income of the person with disabilities concerned, rather than on the income of his or her family.
[bookmark: _Belgium_(CRPD/C/BEL/CO/1)_9][bookmark: _Belgium_(CRPD/C/BEL/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963441][bookmark: _Toc116397249]Belgium 
32.	The Committee notes with concern the high rate of referral to institutional care for persons with disabilities in the State party and the lack of deinstitutionalization plans. It also notes that there is insufficient information on opportunities to continue living in society and the community, since institutional care is too often seen as the only lasting solution. Moreover, there are very few opportunities for persons with disabilities to live independently owing to a lack of investment and the inadequacy of personal assistance services. The Committee is concerned about the policy on registration of institutions that care for French persons with disabilities, in particular children with disabilities, in the State party and the lack of monitoring of such institutions.
33.	The Committee recommends that the State party work towards deinstitutionalization by reducing investment in collective infrastructure and promoting personal choice. The Committee urges the State party to implement a disability action plan at all levels of the State to guarantee access to services and an independent life for persons with disabilities so that they are able to live in the community. The action plan must eliminate current waiting lists and ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sufficient financial resources and that communities are accessible for persons with disabilities. The Committee recommends that the State party devise international cooperation programmes that respect the right of persons with disabilities to live in the community and involve disabled persons’ representatives and their families in their preparation.
[bookmark: _Ecuador_(CRPD/C/ECU/CO/1)_11][bookmark: _Ecuador_(CRPD/C/ECU/CO/1)_1]
[bookmark: _Toc113963442][bookmark: _Toc116397250]Ecuador 
34. The Committee is concerned that, although the Joaquín Gallegos Lara vouchers are provided so that persons with disabilities can have assistance in the home, these payments are made to the carers and not to the persons with disabilities themselves. 
35. The Committee recommends that the State party review the criteria for issuing Joaquín Gallegos Lara vouchers to persons with disabilities, with a view to ensuring that it is they who receive such support to live independently and be included in the community.
[bookmark: _Mexico_(CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1)_14][bookmark: _Mexico_(CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1)_1]
[bookmark: _Toc113963443][bookmark: _Toc116397251]Mexico 
43.	The Committee is concerned at the lack of a State strategy for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and their ability to live independently. The Committee is further concerned by the absence of a specific and effective strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities.
44.	The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a)	Adopt legislative, financial and other measures to ensure that persons with disabilities may live autonomously in the community. These measures should include personal assistance services, be culturally appropriate, enable beneficiaries to choose their lifestyle and place of residence and express their preferences and needs, and contain a gender and age perspective;
(b)	Urgently define a strategy for the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities, including specific time frames and assessment measures.
[bookmark: _Sweden_(CRPD/C/SWE/CO/1)_19][bookmark: _Sweden_(CRPD/C/SWE/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963444][bookmark: _Toc116397252]Sweden 
43. The Committee is concerned that State-funded personal assistance has been withdrawn for a number of people since 2010 due to a revised interpretation of “basic needs” and “other personal needs”, and that persons who still receive assistance have experienced sharp cutbacks, the reasons for which are unknown or only seemingly justified. It is further concerned at the reported number of positive decisions under the Swedish Act concerning Support and Service for Persons with Certain Functional Impairments that are not executed.
44. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that personal assistance programmes provide sufficient and fair financial assistance to ensure that a person can live independently in the community. 
[bookmark: _Azerbaijan_(CRPD/C/AZE/CO/1)_1][bookmark: _Toc113963445]
[bookmark: _Toc116397253]Azerbaijan  
32. The Committee is concerned that notwithstanding the State party’s efforts to implement the State Programme on De-Institutionalisation and Alternative Care 2006-2015 and to reduce the number of people living in institutions, the level of institutionalisation remains high particularly among children. The Committee is particularly concerned at the lack of information on the promotion of independent living for persons with intellectual disabilities instead of their institutionalisation in psychiatric institutions
33. The Committee recommends that the State party intensify the implementation of its de-institutionalization programme strategies with a view to promoting community based services and support independent living. The Committee further recommends that the State party ensure that social assistance programmes provide sufficient financial assistance to facilitate independent living in the community.
[bookmark: _Costa_Rica_(CRPD/C/CRI/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963446][bookmark: _Toc116397254]Costa Rica 
39. The Committee regrets that there is no deinstitutionalization strategy for persons with disabilities in the State party. It is also concerned to note that, in the absence of due State supervision and control, the number of private care homes and shelters in which persons with disabilities are institutionalized is rising.
40. The Committee urges the State party to immediately adopt a deinstitutionalization policy for persons with disabilities, including those in psychiatric hospitals, and which incorporates a comprehensive, human rights-centred mental health strategy. It also recommends the establishment of institutional facilities for persons with disabilities to be controlled and discouraged, and urges the State party to adopt a policy of developing community services so as to ensure that persons with disabilities can be included in the community.
[bookmark: _Australia_(CRPD/C/AUS/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963447][bookmark: _Toc116397255]Australia 
41. The Committee is concerned that despite the policy to close large residential centres, new initiatives replicate institutional living arrangements, and many persons with disabilities are still compelled to live in residential institutions in order to receive disability support.
42. The Committee encourages the State party to develop and implement a national framework for the closure of residential institutions and allocate the resources necessary for support services that would enable persons with disabilities to live in their communities. The Committee recommends that the state party takes immediate action to make sure that persons with disabilities are given a free choice of where they want to live and with whom and be able to receive the necessary support regardless of the place of residence. The State party should therefore conduct a mapping of the various forms of living accommodation based on the needs of various kinds of persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Austria_(CRPD/C/AUT/CO/1)_25][bookmark: _Austria_(CRPD/C/AUT/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963448][bookmark: _Toc116397256]Austria 
36. The Committee notes with concern reports that over the last twenty years the population of Austrians with disabilities, who are institutional dwellers, has increased. The Committee is particularly concerned by this phenomenon because institutions are contrary to article 19 of the Convention and leave persons vulnerable to violence and to abuse. 
37. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the Federal Government and the Governments of the Länder place greater efforts on de-institutionalisation and in allowing persons with disabilities to choose where they live. 
38. The Committee commends Austria on its various personal assistance programs (at the federal and Länder levels) to assist persons with disabilities. The Committee notes with concern that the personal assistance programs are not available to persons with psychosocial disabilities and that not all cover persons with intellectual disabilities.
39. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the assistance programs provide sufficient financial assistance to ensure that persons can live independently in the community. The Committee further recommends that the State Party harmonise and broaden its personal assistance programs by making personal assistants available to all persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities.
[bookmark: _El_Salvador_(CRPD/C/SLV/CO/1)_12][bookmark: _El_Salvador_(CRPD/C/SLV/CO/1)_2]
[bookmark: _Toc113963449][bookmark: _Toc116397257]El Salvador 
41. The Committee notes that the State party does not have a legal and public policy framework on the right to live independently and that poverty serves as a background for the abandonment and isolation of persons with disabilities and their separation from their families and communities. The Committee regrets that children with disabilities remain subject to institutional placement.
42. The Committee urges the State party to adopt, in cooperation with organizations of persons with disabilities, an adequately funded strategy to deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities, including children with intellectual and/or psychosocial impairments, and ensure their social inclusion and their right to live independently in the community, with the possibility of a personal assistant or support services in the home. It also recommends the adoption of measures to prevent persons with disabilities being hidden or isolated from society or being separated from their families and social circle, including through granting their families the necessary support.
[bookmark: _Paraguay_(CRPD/C/PRY/CO/1)_13][bookmark: _Paraguay_(CRPD/C/PRY/CO/1)_1]
[bookmark: _Toc113963450][bookmark: _Toc116397258]Paraguay 
47. The Committee regrets that the State party has still made no significant progress on a mental health policy that includes measures to deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities who are currently housed in psychiatric hospitals, institutions for children with disabilities and shelters for homeless persons, particularly children, with disabilities.
48. The Committee asks the State party to implement a policy to gradually deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities, with clear time frames and benchmarks, and which includes the setting up of community services, including rights-based mental health services.
49. The Committee is concerned at the lack of understanding of the importance of persons with disabilities being able to live an independent life as part of the community. It is also concerned at the lack of measures and policies aimed at including persons with disabilities in the community and the low level of involvement of local authorities and institutions in this question.
50. The Committee urges the State party to encourage the creation of services aimed at including persons with disabilities in the community and, to that end, to obtain the involvement and commitment of the authorities at all levels, particularly the local and the community levels, and to conduct appropriate consultations and encourage the involvement of disabled persons’ organizations in these services.
[bookmark: _Argentina_(CRPD/C/ARG/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963451][bookmark: _Toc116397259]Argentina
33.	The Committee regrets that the State party’s Support Service for Independent Living (SAVA) is not yet operational, and it is concerned that the available resources and services are of insufficient quality and quantity to guarantee the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and to be included in the community.
34.	The Committee urges the State party to ensure that the Support Service for Independent Living (SAVA) becomes operational as soon as possible and to develop and implement comprehensive programmes that will enable persons with disabilities to have access to a wide range of in-home, residential, community-based and other rehabilitation services and to freely choose where and how to live.
[bookmark: _China_(CRPD/C/CHN/CO/1)_17][bookmark: _China_(CRPD/C/CHN/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963452][bookmark: _Toc116397260]China 
31. The Committee is concerned about the high number of persons with disabilities living in institutions and about the fact that China maintains institutions with up to 2000 residents. Such institutions are not in compliance with art. 19 CRPD. The Committee is further concerned about the existence of lepers colonies, where people with leprosy live in isolation
32. The Committee recommends taking immediate steps to phase out and eliminate institutional-based care for people with disabilities. Further, the Committee recommends to State party to consult with organisations of persons with disabilities on developing support services for persons with disabilities to live independently in accordance with their own choice. Support services should also be provided to persons with a high level of support needs. In addition, the Committee suggests that the state party undertake all necessary measures to grant people with leprosy the medical treatment needed and to reintegrate them into the community, thereby eliminating the existence of such lepers’ colonies. 
[bookmark: _Toc113963453][bookmark: _Toc116397261]Hong-Kong
69. The Committee is concerned about the shortage of subvented residential homes. It is also worried about the lack of premises for District Support Centres, whose aim is to strengthen the ability of persons with disabilities to live at home in their own community and be integrated into society.
70. The Committee suggests that Hong Kong, China, allocate more resources to setting up more subvented mainstream residential homes and strengthening policies promoting establishment of accessible living facilities to secure the de facto possibility of free choice of accommodation. It calls upon Hong Kong, China, to ensure that the District Support Centres receive the necessary funds and premises in order to enable persons with disabilities to live in the community. 
[bookmark: _Toc113963454][bookmark: _Toc116397262]Macao
92. The Committee is concerned that the right to live independently and in the community has not yet been fully achieved in the Macao, China.
93. The Committee urges the Macao, China, to prioritize the implementation of this right and shift from institutionalization to in-home or residential living as well as provide other community support services.
[bookmark: _Hungary_(CRPD/C/HUN/CO/1)_16][bookmark: _Hungary_(CRPD/C/HUN/CO/1)]
[bookmark: _Toc113963455][bookmark: _Toc116397263]Hungary 
33. The Committee takes note that the State party has recognized the need for the replacement of large social institutions for persons with disabilities in community-based settings (deinstitutionalisation). The Committee, however, notes with concern that the State party has set a 30 year time frame for its plan for deinstitutionalisation. It is furthermore concerned that the State party dedicated disproportionally large resources, including regional EU funds, to reconstruction of large institutions, which will lead to continued segregation in comparison to sufficient resources dedicated to setting up of community-based support service networks. The Committee is concerned that the State party fails to provide sufficient and adequate support services in local communities that would enable persons with disabilities to live independently outside the residential institutions settings.
34. The Committee calls upon the State party to ensure that an adequate level of funding is made available to effectively enable persons with disabilities to: enjoy the freedom to choose their residence on an equal basis with others; access a full range of in-home, residential and other community services for daily life, including personal assistance; and enjoy reasonable accommodation with a view to supporting their inclusion in their local communities.
[bookmark: _Peru_(CRPD/C/PER/CO/1)_15][bookmark: _Peru_(CRPD/C/PER/CO/1)]35. The Committee further calls upon the State party to re-examine the allocation of funds, including the regional funds obtained from the EU, dedicated to the provision of support services for persons with disabilities, and the structure and functioning of the small community living centres, and ensure the full compliance with the provisions of article 19 of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc113963456][bookmark: _Toc116397264]Peru 
32. The Committee is concerned at the absence of resources and services to guarantee the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and to be included in the community, in particular in rural areas. 
33. The Committee urges the State party to initiate comprehensive programmes to enable persons with disabilities to access a whole range of in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the community, especially in rural areas.
[bookmark: _Spain_(CRPD/C/ESP/CO/1)_15][bookmark: _Spain_(CRPD/C/ESP/CO/1)][bookmark: _Toc113963457][bookmark: _Toc116397265]Spain 
39. The Committee is concerned at the lack of resources and services to guarantee the right to live independently and to be included in the community, in particular in rural areas. It is further concerned that the choice of residence of persons with disabilities is limited by the availability of the necessary services, and that those living in residential institutions are reported to have no alternative to institutionalization. Finally, the Committee is concerned about linking eligibility of social services to a specific grade of disability.  
40. The Committee encourages the State party to ensure that an adequate level of funding is made available to effectively enable persons with disabilities: to enjoy the freedom to choose their residence on an equal basis with others; to access a full range of in-home, residential and other community services for daily life, including personal assistance; and to so enjoy reasonable accommodation so as to better integrate into their communities.
41. The Committee is concerned that the law for the promotion of autonomy limits the resources to hire personal assistants only to those persons who have level 3 disabilities and only for education and work.
42. The Committee encourages the State party to expand resources for personal assistants to all persons with disabilities in accordance with their requirements.  
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