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Articles 1-4 — General obligations

Article 1 - Purpose

The purpose of the present Convention is to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and
to promote respect for their inherent dignity.

Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or
sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective
participation in society on an equal basis with others.

Article 2 - Definitions

For the purposes of the present Convention:

"Communication” includes languages, display of text, Braille, tactile communication, large print,
accessible multimedia as well as written, audio, plain-language, human-reader and
augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of communication, including
accessible information and communication technology;

‘Language" includes spoken and signed languages and other forms of non-spoken languages;

"Discrimination on the basis of disability" means any distinction, exclusion or restriction on the
basis of disability which has the purpose or effect of impairing or nullifying the recognition,
enjoyment or exercise, on an equal basis with others, of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field. It includes all forms
of discrimination, including denial of reasonable accommodation;

"Reasonable accommodation" means necessary and appropriate modification and adjustments
not imposing a disproportionate or undue burden, where needed in a particular case, to ensure
to persons with disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms;

"Universal design" means the design of products, environments, programmes and services to
be usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or
specialized design. "Universal design" shall not exclude assistive devices for particular groups
of persons with disabilities where this is needed.

Article 3 - General principles

The principles of the present Convention shall be:

Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one's own
choices, and independence of persons;

Non-discrimination;

Full and effective participation and inclusion in society;

Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity
and humanity;

Equality of opportunity;

Accessibility;

Equality between men and women;

Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of
children with disabilities to preserve their identities.

Article 4 - General obligations

1. States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realization of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabilities without discrimination of any kind on the
basis of disability. To this end, States Parties undertake:

a) To adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures for the
implementation of the rights recognized in the present Convention;



b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against persons with
disabilities;

c) To take into account the protection and promotion of the human rights of persons with
disabilities in all policies and programmes;

d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is inconsistent with the present
Convention and to ensure that public authorities and institutions act in conformity with the
present Convention;

e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability by any
person, organization or private enterprise;

f) To undertake or promote research and development of universally designed goods, services,
equipment and facilities, as defined in article 2 of the present Convention, which should require
the minimum possible adaptation and the least cost to meet the specific needs of a person with
disabilities, to promote their availability and use, and to promote universal design in the
development of standards and guidelines;

g) To undertake or promote research and development of, and to promote the availability and
use of new technologies, including information and communications technologies, mobility
aids, devices and assistive technologies, suitable for persons with disabilities, giving priority to
technologies at an affordable cost;

h) To provide accessible information to persons with disabilities about mobility aids, devices
and assistive technologies, including new technologies, as well as other forms of assistance,
support services and facilities;

i) To promote the training of professionals and staff working with persons with disabilities in
the rights recognized in the present Convention so as to better provide the assistance and
services guaranteed by those rights.

2. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, each State Party undertakes to take
measures to the maximum of its available resources and, where needed, within the framework
of international cooperation, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of these
rights, without prejudice to those obligations contained in the present Convention that are
immediately applicable according to international law.

3. In the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present
Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with
disabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations.

4. Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions which are more conducive to
the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities and which may be contained in the law
of a State Party or international law in force for that State. There shall be no restriction upon or
derogation from any of the human rights and fundamental freedoms recognized or existing in
any State Party to the present Convention pursuant to law, conventions, regulation or custom
on the pretext that the present Convention does not recognize such rights or freedoms or that
it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

5. The provisions of the present Convention shall extend to all parts of federal States without
any limitations or exceptions.
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Azerbaijan (2024)

7. The Committee appreciates the process undertaken by the State party to review legislation
and change derogatory terminology in relation to persons with disabilities and its efforts to
use digital technologies concerning disability assessments (CRPD/C/AZE/2-3, paras. 12 to
17). The Committee observes, however, with concern:

(a) Constitutional provisions that exempt persons with disabilities from enjoying rights and
duties and the lack of harmonization of national legislation and policies with the Convention,
including the human rights model of disability (CRPD/C/AZE/2-3, para. 22);

(b) The remaining, continued use, in laws and policies, of derogatory concepts and
terminology concerning persons with disabilities that emphasize a person’s impairments,
perpetuate medical and paternalistic approaches to disability and reinforce stigma against
persons with disabilities;

(c) The prevalence of the medical, charitable and paternalistic approaches to disability,
exemplified in disability assessments on the basis of medical reports, which reduce persons
with disabilities to their impairments and health conditions and reports of alleged corruption
practices at the district and local levels concerning medical histories to be sent to the
electronic referral system;

(d) The absence of a national plan of action to implement the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation and with the
active involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations:
(a) Harmonize its Constitution, as well as its legal and policy framework on disability, with
the provisions of the Convention, by integrating the human rights model of disability into
its laws, regulations and policies;

(b) Repeal all sections in legislation, policies and regulations that use derogatory concepts
and terminology, particularly in relation to persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial
disabilities and ensure the conformity of all legislation, policies and regulations with the
human rights model of disability;

(c) Ensure that disability assessments through the Subsystem of Medical and Social
Expertise and Rehabilitation (TSERAS) meet Convention standards, in particular that
accessible information about TSERAS assessments is available, that assessments identify
the requirements, will and preference of persons with disabilities and are focused on
eliminating barriers, and that organizations of persons with disabilities are involved in
monitoring TSERAS and all assessment systems;

(d) Adopt a national action plan and programmes with benchmarks, baselines, indicators
and budgetary allocations to ensure the implementation of the Convention;

(e) Strengthen capacity-building programmes for public policymakers, judges, prosecutors,
teachers and medical, health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities
on the rights of persons with disabilities and the obligations of the State party under the
Convention, and closely consult and actively involve organizations of persons with
disabilities in the design and implementation of training for public officials.

9. The Committee observes with concern:

(a) The absence of close consultation with and the active involvement of persons with
disabilities, including women with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in
the development of legislation and policies;

(b) The obstacles faced by organizations of persons with disabilities to securing grants from
foreign donors and low national budget allocations for them that has lead to the closure of
some organizations (A/HRC/WG.6/44/AZE/3, see para. 31);

(c) Restrictions in registry of civil society organizations, including barriers that organizations
of persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities face in obtaining legal status
and registry.

10. Recalling the recommendations of the Report of the Working Group on the Universal
Periodic Review (A/HRC/55/15) and its own general comment No. 7 (2018) on the
participation of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their




representative organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the
Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Set up formal mechanisms to ensure close consultations and the active involvement of
persons with disabilities through their representative organizations, including
organizations of women and girls with disabilities, on a regular basis, in public decision-
making processes, such as the review of legislation and development of public policies at
the national, district and municipal levels;

(b) Remove legal provisions limiting access to international and private funds by civil
society organizations, and ensure that the Agency for state support of Non-Governmental
Organizations includes organizations of persons with disabilities in its remit and as
beneficiaries of international cooperation;

(c) Recognize legal status and registry to organizations of persons with intellectual and/or
psychosocial disabilities regardless the legal capacity of their members and provide them
with financial and technical support to undertake advocacy for the implementation of the
Convention.

Bahrain (2024)’

7. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The widespread use of the medical model in national laws, including the definition of
disability contained in the Care, Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities
Act) No. 74 of 2006, as amended.

(b) The adoption of provisions based on ableism, especially in the Civil Service Law, articles
(11) and (25), as well as in the Civil Code and the Penal Code.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Harmonise the definition of disability in its national laws and policies with the general
principles of the Convention and the human rights-based paradigm.

(b) Repeal the provisions adopting the "able and fit" criterion in its national legislation and
put in place provisions that ensure non-discrimination and equal opportunities for persons
with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities and persons with
intellectual disabilities.

8. The Committee is deeply concerned about the complete absence of participation and
consultation of persons with disabilities and their organisations in decision-making
processes in all matters relating to their rights and issues, including active participation in
the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.

9. Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018) and in particular paragraphs 15, 16 and 60,
the Committee recommends that the State party immediately

(a) Develop a transparent national mechanism to enable persons with disabilities and their
organisations, including organisations of persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with
psychosocial disabilities, children with disabilities and family organisations, to effectively
participate in the processes of policy development, enactment, implementation and
monitoring of legislation and the design of programmes and services.

(b) Remove all legislative and practical barriers that prevent or restrict the expression of
views and opinions of persons with disabilities and their organisations in all matters
relating to their rights, issues and public affairs.

(c) Provide support to organisations of persons with disabilities, including organisations of
persons with psychosocial disabilities and persons with intellectual disabilities, to
strengthen their institutional and technical capacities to participate effectively in all
matters related to the rights and issues of persons with disabilities.

T When compiling the recommendations, the Concluding Observations were only available in Arabic.
This document includes an automated translation to English by DeepL.
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Costa Rica (2024)

5. El Comité observa con preocupacion:

a) El uso de un modelo médico de la discapacidad en muchos dmbitos de la legislacion y de
la politica, y en particular en el proceso de certificacién de la discapacidad;

b) Que persistan las dificultades y los largos plazos para la obtencion del certificado de
discapacidad, debido en particular a la falta de criterios claros y personal capacitado.

6. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que:

a) Armonice la definicion de discapacidad en las leyes y politicas en todos los niveles de
gobierno, asi como en el proceso de certificacion de la discapacidad, con los principios
generales y las disposiciones de la Convencion, en particular en lo que respecta a la no
discriminacién y al modelo de la discapacidad basado en los derechos humanos;

b) Intensifique sus esfuerzos para simplificar y agilizar la obtencién del certificado de
discapacidad, mediante criterios claros, y que fortalezca los mecanismos de capacitacion
periddica de los profesionales responsables en materia de derechos humanos, dignidad,
autonomia y necesidades de las personas con discapacidad.

7. El Comité observa con preocupacién que, pese a la existencia de un mecanismo nacional
independiente de supervision de la implementacién de la Convencion, la Defensoria de los
Habitantes, no se haya nombrado al personal capacitado para cumplir su mandato. Le
preocupa también la insuficiente independencia del Foro Consultivo de personas con
discapacidad con relacién al Consejo Nacional de Personas con Discapacidad (CONAPDIS).
8. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte la resolucion de la medida cautelar administrativa
para nombrar al personal responsable por la supervision de la implementacion de la
Convenciodn, asi como la asignacion de recursos financieros suficientes para que cumplan
su mandato. El Comité también recomienda la adopcion de todas las medidas necesarias
para garantizar que el Foro Consultivo de personas con discapacidad sea independiente
del CONAPDIS para garantizar la estrecha consulta y participacion activa de las
organizaciones de personas con discapacidad en los organismos del Estado encargados
de coordinar el seguimiento de la implementacion de la Convencién.

Kazakhstan (2024)

7. The Committee notes with concern:

(a) The use of the medial model of disability in the Social Code (Sub para-105 and 106), and
that the degree of impairment and functional capabilities of persons with disabilities
continue to guide disability assessments (CRPD/C/KAZ/RQ/1, see paras. 7 and 8), leading
to underrepresentation of children and adults with disabilities in government registries;

(b) Discriminatory provisions, including derogatory terminology and ableism, in the Civil Code
(art. 26), in the the Code on the Health of the People and the Healthcare System (arts. 137,
170 and 175) and in the Criminal Code (art. 16) affecting persons with disabilities, in
particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities;

(c) The incomplete mainstreaming of the rights of persons with disabilities in sectoral
policies and programmes and limited information about policies to address the situation of
persons with disabilities living in rural areas (44.8 percent), migrant, asylum seeking and
refugee persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities belonging to ethnic minorities,
including Uzbeks, Uighurs, Koreans, Tatars and Azerbaijanis;

(d) The wide-spread attitudinal barriers faced by persons with disabilities in public
institutions by professionals and staff.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with and with the
active involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations:
(a) Review and amend provisions in the Social Code, the Rules for Conducting Medical and
Social Expertise (Order No. 260) and the process of early identification for children with
disabilities, with the aim of adopting a concept of disability in line with the human rights
model of disability;
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(b) Establish rules and processes for the identification and assessment of legal and
environmental barriers to persons with disabilities, based on the requirements, will and
preference of persons with disabilities, provide persons with disabilities with accessible
information about such assessments, and ensure that organizations of persons with
disabilities are involved in their monitoring;

(c) Conduct a comprehensive review of the national laws, including the criminal, civil, and
health care codes and their bylaws, with a view to harmonize them with the Convention, and
in particular repeal ableist legal provisions and derogatory terminology;

(d) Ensure that implementation of the national plan of action 2025 includes targeted
programmes for persons with disabilities living in rural areas, migrant, asylum seeking and
refugee persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities belonging to ethnic
minorities, including Uzbeks, Uighurs, Koreans, Tatars and Azerbaijanis, and include an
independent monitoring mechanism fulfilling the requirements of article 33 (2) and (3) of
the Convention;

(e) Develop a comprehensive strategy to shift from the medical model to the human rights
model of disability, in legislation, public policies and at the institutional level.

9. The Committee notes with concern:

(a) The limited information about legally entrenched mechanisms to closely consult with
and actively involve persons with disabilities through their representative organizations,
notably organizations of women and girls with disabilities, persons with intellectual and/or
psychosocial disabilities and organizations of children with disabilities, in public decision-
making processes;

(b) The limited information about close consultation and active involvement of persons with
disabilities in public decision-making in communities, including in villages (auls) and rural
settlements (HRI/CORE/KAZ/2019, see paras. 4 and 138);

(c) The lack of information in accessible formats for persons with disabilities in national
consultations and government forums with civil society.

10. Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

(a) Develop legally entrenched, accessible and transparent mechanisms to closely consult
and actively involve persons with disabilities through their representative organizations,
including organizations of women and girls with disabilities, persons with intellectual
and/or psychosocial disabilities and organizations of children with disabilities, in public
decision-making processes, policy development and monitoring, and strengthen the
capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities;

(b) Establish legally entrenched mechanisms to guarantee close consultation and active
involvement of persons with disabilities in communities, including settlements and
villages;

(c) Ensure systematic participation of persons with disabilities in the Citizens Forum, in
mechanisms designed by the Coordinating Council on Social Protection of Persons with
Disabilities and by councils for persons with disabilities at the provincial level, including by
providing persons with disabilities with accessible information and methods of
engagement, including information in Easy Read, establishing adequate time frames for
consultation and mechanisms monitoring the results of decision-making.

Nicaragua (2024)

6. El Comité observa con preocupacion:

a) La falta de medidas para reconocer explicitamente en la Constitucion y en otras leyes la
discriminacién por motivos de discapacidad, incluida la denegacion de ajustes razonables
como forma de discriminacion;
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b) El claro enfoque medico hacia la discapacidad en todas las politicas del Estado parte,
ejemplificado porque la certificacién de la discapacidad se establece bajo criterios médicos
por el Ministerio de salud;

c) La falta de informacién sobre la frecuencia con la cual sesiona el Gabinete de Personas
con Discapacidad, sobre qué leyes se han modificado y en cuantas y cuales politicas
publicas vigentes han intervenido;

d) Que continuda en vigor la legislacion que restringe indebidamente la libertad de asociacion,
y que entre el 15 de agosto de 2022 y el 15 de junio de 2023, la Asamblea Nacional y el
Ministerio de Gobernacion utilizaron las leyes 1040 y 1115 para cancelar la personalidad
juridica de 1.988 organizaciones, ignorandose cuantas de estas son de personas con
discapacidad;

e) Las dificultades que existen en el proceso de establecimiento y de obtencion de la
personalidad juridica por parte de las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad.

7. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que promueva una estrategia transversal y de largo
alcance para hacer efectivos todos los derechos consagrados en la Convencién, y en
particular que:

a) Establezca, a la brevedad posible, los mecanismos necesarios para que en la
Constitucion se contemple explicitamente la no discriminacion por discapacidad y que el
resto de las leyes, politicas y programas contengan terminologia acorde con la Convencion
y la denegacion de ajustes razonables como discriminacion por discapacidad;

b) Asimile el enfoque de derechos humanos de la Convencion para que sea reflejado en
todas las leyes, politicas y programas que se establezcan en el Estado parte. Que la
certificacion de la discapacidad sea realizada por un equipo multidisciplinario y no solo por
médicos;

c) Establezca un plan anual de reuniones periddicas entre las organizaciones de personas
con discapacidad y las instancias de gobierno para analizar conjuntamente la armonizacion
de la legislacion, las politicas publicas, la cooperacion internacional y todos los programas
que en materia de discapacidad se establezcan en el Estado parte;

d) Se abstenga de cancelar el registro y personalidad juridica a organizaciones de la
sociedad civil, especialmente a las de mujeres y de personas con discapacidad y tome
acciones para asegurar que ninguna organizacion de personas con discapacidad sea
limitada en su participacion, sin importar su filiacion politica.

e) Asegure que ninguna organizacion de personas con discapacidad sea limitada en su
participacion, sin importar su filiacion politica y que no se agreda a las personas defensoras
de los derechos humanos, en especifico a las de personas con discapacidad y que tome
medidas para promover, agilizar y simplificar la obtencion de la personalidad juridica de las
organizaciones de personas con discapacidad, acercando el tramite a las regiones rurales
y remotas.

Sweden (2024)

5. The Committee is concerned about a gradual return to the medical model in many areas
of the law, particularly in the social security and disability support systems, that the definition
of disability in Section 5(4) of the Discrimination Act 2008 solely focuses on the impairments
and does not extend to the societal barriers resulting in disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party harmonize the definition of disability
in laws and policies with the human rights model of disability, and revise, in particular, the
definition of disability in the Discrimination Act 2008 as the result of the interaction
between impairment and socially constructed barriers.

7. The Committee is concerned that:

(a) The budget for measures to implement the economic, social and cultural rights
guaranteed by the Convention has decreased as a percentage of GDP for an extended period
of time;
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(b) The Convention has not been fully incorporated into domestic Swedish law and hence
does not provide a basis for legal claims in administrative and judicial procedures;

(c) The lack of a systematic review of existing laws, policies and regulations to ascertain the
legislative action required to conform with the obligations under the Convention;

(d) The judiciary and administrative bodies do not generally interpret domestic law in light of
the Convention, even in areas where the respective interpretive scope would exist.

8. The Committee recommends the State party:

(a) Take measures to achieving progressively the full realization of the economic, social
and cultural rights under the Convention, and that no retrogressive measures are taken;
(b) Review the status of the Convention in its legal system, fully incorporate it into domestic
law, as recommended in its previous Concluding observations;

(c) Systematically review existing laws, policies and regulations to ascertain the legislative
action required to conform with the obligations under the Convention, and establish human
rights-based action plans with a clear concept of disability that contain measures to
promote, protect and fulfil the rights under the Convention;

(d) Ensure that its judicial and administrative bodies effectively apply the rights enshrined
therein in individual cases, be it as bases for claims of action or as guidance for the
interpretation of domestic law.

9. The Committee notes that the current disability policy improves the monitoring of
municipalities in their efforts to implement the Convention. It is, however, concerned:

(a) About the wide discrepancies in the implementation of the Convention among the regions
and the municipalities;

(b) Insufficient monitoring of the implementation of the Convention by the regions and the
municipalities on the national level;

(c) Insufficient legal remedies, complaint procedures, and redress mechanisms for persons
with disabilities against inadequate implementation of the Convention by the regions and
municipalities.

10. The Committee recommends the State party:

(a) Bearing in mind its obligations under article 4 (5) of the Convention, improve
coordination among the regions and municipalities in their efforts to implement the
Convention and ensure that their measures to implement the rights of persons with
disabilities are in accordance with their obligations under the Convention, and provide
persons with disabilities and their representative organisations with effective remedies
against inadequate implementation on the regional and municipal levels;

(b) Establish a mechanism on the national level to effectively monitor the implementation
of the Convention by the regions and municipalities, with binding targets, indicators, and
effective measures to remedy discerned insufficiencies;

(c) Establish effective complaint procedures and redress mechanisms against insufficient
implementation of the Convention by the regions and municipalities, accessible for
individuals and organizations of persons with disabilities.

11. The Committee is concerned about the lack of systematic and institutionalized
engagement with organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations of
persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, of women with disabilities, of
children with disabilities, and of national minorities with disabilities in all matters affecting
them, and of legally entrenched processes to this end.

12. Recalling the Committee’s general comment No. 7 (2018), the Committee recommends
that the State party:

(a) Develop and implement legally entrenched procedures for close consultation and active
involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations of
persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, women with disabilities, children
with disabilities, and national minorities with disabilities in all matters affecting them, set
standards governing these procedures, guaranteeing, among others, sufficient time for
their responses and providing all relevant documents in accessible formats;
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(b) Strengthen the capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities, including persons
with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, women with disabilities, children with
disabilities, and national minorities with disabilities to actively participate in all processes
designed to implement the Convention, and allocate sufficient funds for such
organizations.

Zambia (2024)

5. The Committee notes with concern:

(a) The definition of persons with disabilities in the national legislation, and different
concepts of disability in various professional and legal areas which result in the lack of
recognition of all persons with disabilities, particularly persons with intellectual and/or
psychosocial disabilities;

(b) The prevalence of medical model of disability in the State party, including within its
disability assessment system and in relation to the eligibility criteria for accessing necessary
services and support measures;

(c) The insufficient implementation of the Persons with Disabilities Act of 2012 due to the
delays in the adoption of specific regulations related to inclusive education, health,
accessibility and employment;

(d) The use, in laws and policies, of derogatory concepts and terminology concerning
persons with disabilities that emphasize a person’s impairments, reflect medical and
paternalistic approaches to disability and reinforce stigma against persons with disabilities;
(e) The lack of awareness of the rights recognized in the Convention among the judiciary and
justice sector professionals, policy- and lawmakers, teachers, medical, health and social
workers and all other professionals working with persons with disabilities;

(f) The fact that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation and active
involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations:

(a) Review the existing disability-related legislation and policies and align them with the
provisions of the Convention and adopt a unified concept of disability in all professional
and legal areas that is aligned with the purpose and principles of the Convention and covers
all persons with disabilities;

(b) Reorient its disability assessment systems by replacing elements of the medical model
of disability with principles of the human rights model of disability and by establishing
systems aimed at the assessment of legal and environmental barriers to persons with
disabilities and the provision of the necessary support and assistance to promote the
independent living of persons with disabilities and their full social inclusion;

(c) Develop all necessary regulations and guidelines for the full implementation of the
Persons with disabilities Act of 2012;

(d) Adopt measures to amend and/or repeal legislation that includes derogatory
terminology and concepts against persons with disabilities and ensure they recognize the
evolving concept of disability as arising from the interaction between persons with
impairments and barriers to the full participation of persons with disabilities in society;

(e) Provide awareness raising and capacity-building on the human rights model of disability
for government officials, at all levels, legal professionals, judges and prosecutors, and
professionals working with persons with disabilities. The State party should involve
organizations of persons with disabilities in the design and implementation of training for
public officials;

(f) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention without further delay.

7. The Committee is concerned about the lack of participation of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations, including diverse organizations of persons with
disabilities, in the design, implementation and monitoring of disability-related laws, policies
and programmes.
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8. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms for the close consultation and
active involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
in public decision-making processes, and ensure that meaningful consultations are held
with the diverse groups of organizations of persons with disabilities, including those of
women and children with disabilities.

Andorra (2023)

7.The Committee notes with concern:

(a)The prevalence of the medical approach in the disability assessment system, and the
delay in the adoption of a new set of regulations governing the National Evaluation
Commission (CONAVA), which establishes the criteria for assessing disability;

(b)The delay in the adoption of a new law on the rights of persons with disabilities and the
absence of a comprehensive strategy and long-term national action plan for the
implementation of the Convention;

(c)The limited mainstreaming of the rights of persons with disabilities in legislation and
public policies;

(d)The lack of awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities among policymakers,
government officials, the parish councils (Comuns), the Parliament (Consell General), legal
professionals, judges, teachers, health personnel and other professionals working with
persons with disabilities.

8.The Committee recommends that, in close consultation with and active involvement of
persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, the State party:
(a)Expedite the adoption of a new set of regulations governing the National Evaluation
Commission (CONAVA) and the criteria for assessing disability, in line with the Convention
and the human rights-based model of disability;

(b)Adopt a new law on the rights of persons with disabilities in line with the Convention, as
well as a comprehensive strategy and a national action plan to implement the Convention
that contains appropriate human, technical and financial resources, benchmarks,
measurable indicators, and time frames;

(c)Adopt a twin-track approach by mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities
across all legislation and public policies;

(d)Provide systematic capacity-building on the Convention and the human rights model of
disability for policymakers, government officials, the Comuns, the Consell General, the
judiciary, legal professionals, teachers, health personnel and other professionals working
with persons with disabilities and involve organizations of persons with disabilities in the
design and implementation of these training modules.

9.The Committee observes the following with concern:

(a)The limited capacity of the National Council for Disability (CONADIS) to carry out its duties
as a mechanism for coordinating matters relating to the implementation of the Convention;
(b)The absence of participation of the Andorran Federation of Associations of Persons with
Disabilities (FAAD) in the review of the State party under this Committee, and the limited
participation and involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the design, implementation, and monitoring of disability-related laws and
policies.

10.Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party:
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(a)Reinforce the capacity of the National Council for Disability (CONADIS) and endow it with
the human and financial resources it needs in order to effectively fulfil its mandate to
coordinate the implementation of the Convention at all levels;

(b)Strengthen measures and mechanisms for the close consultation with and active
involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
including the Andorran Federation of Associations of Persons with Disabilities (FAAD), in
public decision-making processes and ensure that meaningful consultations are held with
the diverse groups of organizations of persons with disabilities, in the design,
implementation, and monitoring of disability-related laws and policies.

Austria (2023)

6.The Committee notes with great concern the scant attention the Lander governments give
to the Convention.

7.The Committee recommends the governments of all Lander respect the principle of
general international law, codified in article 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties, that a party may not invoke the provisions of its internal law as justification for its
failure to perform a treaty, specified in article 4(5) of the Convention that “(t)he provisions
of the present Convention shall extend to all parts of federal states without any limitations
or exceptions”, and act accordingly.

8.The Committee is concerned about a wide variety of different legislative approaches to
implement the Convention on the Federal level and on the level of the Lander, including, but
not restricted to, widely differing concepts of disability, often based on a medical
understanding of disability. The Committee notes, in this respect, particularly measures 1 to
17 of the National Action Plan on Disability 2022-2030.

9.The Committee recalls its Concluding Observations of 2013, paras. 9 and 11,
(CRPD/C/AUT/CO/1) to expeditiously amend its laws — on the Federal level as well as on
the level of the Lander — to substantively align Federal law and the law of the Lander and to
render them compliant with the human rights model of disability.

10.Taking note of the fulfilment reservation (Erfiillungsvorbehalt) issued by the national
council upon ratification of the Convention, and the ensuing dependence of judicially
enforceable individual rights on domestic transformative legislation, the Committee is
concerned about the effective implementation of the Convention and the provision of
effective domestic remedies for the purposes of article 2 of the Optional Protocol.

11.The Committee recommends to enact domestic legislation providing judicially
enforceable individual rights of all individual rights guaranteed by the Convention, or to
rescind its fulfilment reservation.

12.The Committee is concerned that there are no structured processes based on law, neither
on the Federal level nor on the level of the Lander, to closely consult with and actively involve
organizations of persons with disabilities in the development and implementation of
legislation and policies to implement the Convention.

13.Recalling its General Comment No. 7 (2018) and its Concluding Observations of 2013,
para. 11, the Committee recommends that the State party enact legislation, on the Federal
level and on the level of the Lander, to institute structured processes to closely consult with
and actively involve organizations of persons with disabilities in the development,
implementation, and monitoring of legislation and policies to implement the Convention.
14.The Committee is concerned about the lack of established procedures to implement the
Recommendations of the Committee adopted in its individual communications procedure.
15.The Committee recommends to establish, on the Federal level and in the Lander,
administrative and judicial procedures designed to implement the case-specific
recommendations of individual communications, and procedures designed to implement
the general recommendations in individual communications that often require legislative
or regulatory action.
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Germany (2023)

5.The Committee is concerned about the use of a medical model of disability in many areas
of the law, at the Federal and Lander levels.

6.Recalling its concluding observations of 2015 (CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1), para. 8(a), the
Committee recommends the State party harmonize the definition of disability in laws and
policies, at Federal and Lander levels, with the general principles and provisions of the
Convention, particularly with respect to non-discrimination and the human rights model of
disability.

7.The Committee is concerned about:

(a)The lack of recognition, across all government portfolio areas, that disability is a
responsibility of all government entities, and the lack of mainstreaming of disability-inclusive
measures in all areas of state, society and law;

(b)The lack of a systematic review of existing laws, policies and regulations to ascertain the
legislative action required to conform with the obligations under the Convention;

(c)The lack of a general right of associations to take legal action to enforce the rights under
the Convention, the rare use of such rights in the areas where the required statutory bases
exist, and — in most of these statutory bases — the confinement of remedies available to
declaratory judgments;

(d)The lack of systematic and institutionalized engagement with organizations of persons
with disabilities, including organizations of children with disabilities, in all matters affecting
them, and of processes for close consultation with and the active involvement of
organizations of persons with disabilities;

(e)Insufficient resources of organizations of persons with disabilities to actively participate
in the development and the implementation of laws, policies, programs and regulations to
implement the Convention, and undue administrative hurdles to access funding;

(f)The highly uneven efforts to implement the Convention across the Lander, and an
insufficient human rights perspective in the action plans of many Lander.

8.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Develop strategies to strengthen commitment across all government portfolio areas to
ensure that disability is recognized as a cross-cutting issue in all areas of state and society,
and to effectively mainstream disability-related measures in all areas of the law;
(b)Systematically review the conformity of existing laws, policies and administrative
practices with the obligations of the State party under the Convention and establish human
rights-based action plans with a clear concept of disability, containing adequate measures
to promote, protect and fulfil the rights under the Convention, and with targets and
indicators to monitor the implementation of the Convention, as recommended in its
concluding observations of 2015 (CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1), para. 8(b);

(c)Review the statutory bases of the right of associations to take legal action to enforce the
rights under the Convention, at the Federal and Lander levels, enact a generally applicable
right of associations to take legal action, provide effective remedies beyond merely
declaratory judgments, and remove undue burdens such as the risk of prohibitive litigation
costs and excessive admissibility requirements;

(d)Develop and implement institutionalized procedures for close consultation with and
active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations of
children with disabilities,, in all matters affecting them, set the standards governing these
procedures, guaranteeing, among others, sufficient time for their responses and providing
all relevant documents in accessible formats, in line with general comment No. 7 (2018),
para. 54, and as recommended in the concluding observations of 2015
(CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1), para. 10;

(e)Recalling the general comment No. 7 (2018), paras. 60 and 61, strengthen the capacity
of organizations of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities and
persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, to actively participate in all
measures designed to implement the Convention and to effectively employ their statutory
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rights to take legal action, and allocate sufficient funds. Ensure that funding is not solely
project-based and may be accessed without undue administrative hurdles;

(f)Bearing in mind its obligations under article 4(5) of the Convention, improve coordination
among the Lander in their efforts to implement the Convention, and ensure that their action
plans to implement the rights of persons with disabilities are in accordance with their
obligations under the Convention.

9.Taking into consideration that the State party ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention, the Committee is concerned about the highly textual method employed by the
State party’s courts in their determination of the justiciability of the provisions of the
Convention.

10.The Committee recommends that the State party, in particular its courts, determine the
justiciability of the provisions of the Convention, including rights subject to progressive
realization based on article 4 para. 2 of the Convention, closely aligned with the
Committee’s jurisprudence under the Optional Protocol.

Israel (2023)

7.The Committee observes with concern:

(a)The State party’s reservation to article 23 (1) (a) of the Convention with regard to the
provisions concerning marriage, to the extent that the laws on personal status, which are
binding on the various religious communities in Israel, do not conform with these provisions.
The reservation to article 23 (1) (a) is incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention as it undermines the principle of non-discrimination, equality of persons with
disabilities before and under the law and the State parties’ obligation to prohibit all
discrimination on the basis of disability;

(b)The lack of incorporation of the Convention in the domestic legal order and that the
provisions of the Convention can not be invoked before or directly applied by the courts, other
tribunals or administrative authorities;

(c)The delay in adopting legislative measures to implement the Convention, including
subordinate regulations to fulfil provisions of the Equal Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Law of 1998;

(d)Discriminatory legislation, policies and practices, including the Welfare Law (Treatment
for persons with Intellectual- Developmental Disabilities) of 1969, the Treatment of persons
with mental disabilities law of 1991 and gaps in the Social Services for Persons with
Disabilities Law;

(e)The absence of legislative and policy measures to address the situation and rights of
persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities in the occupied Palestinian
territory, particularly in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and Gaza and the State
party’s continued position that the Convention and other international human rights treaties
do not apply beyond its territory;

(f)The lack of disability mainstreaming across public policies and that public policies and
programmes in areas such as education, health and housing are based on the medical
approach, reinforcing negative stereotypes of persons with disabilities as passive recipients
of care, and dependent on rehabilitation and welfare;

(g)That disability assessments based on diagnosis continue to prevent persons with
intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities from being recognised in
the social security system, accessing individual support to live in the community, education,
health, including health insurances, and employment.

8.The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with and the
active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities:

(a)Review its reservation to article 23 (1) (a) of the Convention in order to withdraw the
reservation in an established time frame;
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(b)Incorporate the rights of the Convention in its domestic legal order and strengthen
judicial training on the nature and scope of the State party’s obligations under the
Convention and on the justiciability of the Convention;

(c)Establish a process to identify remaining gaps in subordinate regulations and enact,
within a reasonable timeframe, required provisions to give effect to the Convention in all
spheres of life, in relation to all persons with disabilities. The State party should adopt a
mechanism to expeditiously review draft subordinate legislation and ensure its
compatibility with the Convention and the human rights model of disability;

(d)Conduct review of legislation, policies and practices that discriminate against persons
with disabilities directly or indirectly and amend or repeal to meet Convention standards;
(e)Adopt measures to give effect to the Convention and to address the situation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities in occupied territories over which it
exercises jurisdiction or has effective control and review discriminatory legislation
affecting Palestinian persons with disabilities, and facilitate the exercise of their rights, in
accordance with applicable international law;

(f)Adopt a comprehensive strategy and action plan for implementing the Convention,
setting up a reasonable timeframe, benchmarks, indicators of progress at the national and
municipal levels, and accountability mechanisms and ensure that disability is
mainstreamed across sectorial policies in line with the Convention. The State party should
address eliminating attitudinal and environmental barriers in all areas of life, with a human
rights-based approach, and uphold autonomy of all persons with disabilities;

(g)Ensure that disability assessments meet Convention standards, particularly that
accessible information about assessments is available, that assessments identify the
requirements, will and preference of persons with disabilities, are focused on the
elimination of barriers and that organizations of persons with disabilities are involved in
monitoring assessment systems.

9.The Committee observes with concern:

(a)The lack of accessible, systematic and structured consultations with persons with
disabilities across different sectors of policy-making and that their opinions are not reflected
in the decisions adopted;

(b)The lack of measures to recognise organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities
and involve them in decision-making forums;

(c)That participatory forums to consult with persons with disabilities can be dominated by
academics, service providers and families as opposed to organisations constituted of and
governed by persons with disabilities;

(d)Limits in participation and the requirement of assessments of civil society organizations
that receive funds from foreign donors.

10.Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

(a)Establish criteria for close consultation and active involvement of persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations providing for accessible information
and methodologies of engagement, including information of discussions at the Knesset,
adequate time frames for consultation and accountability mechanisms that ensure due
weight and genuine consideration of the opinions of persons with disabilities, including
during discussions at the Shapira Committee at the Ministry of Education;

(b)Take measures to recognise and support organizations of persons with intellectual
disabilities and mechanisms to ensure their participation and involvement in decision-
making forums;

(c)Ensure that participation of persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations is upheld and that their opinions are prioritised in all matters concerning
them;
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(d)Ensure participation and involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities and
other civil society organizations and strengthen their ability to seek and obtain adequate
funding, including from international actors.

Malawi (2023)

7.The Committee observes with concern:

(a)That the review of several pieces of legislation and policies, in particular the Disability Act
(Cap 33:06) and repeal of the Handicapped Persons Act of 1971 leading to a new piece of
comprehensive legislation is yet to be completed, and that changes introduced to the almost
enacted bill have been made without consulting or involving persons with disabilities through
their representative organizations;

(b)That women and girls with disabilities were not explicitly mentioned in the Disability Act
of 2012 and that the almost enacted Persons with Disabilities Bill of 2023 continues this
omission;

(c)The delay and lack of priority of disability-related policies and programmes to implement
the Convention;

(d)Discriminatory language and portrayal of persons with disabilities, including derogatory
terminology in laws, among public authorities, and in the media.

8.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Complete as expeditiously as possible its review of the Disability Act enacted in 2012
and repeal of the Handicapped Persons Act of 1971 and ensure that the new piece of
legislation, and legislation in all areas of law, including family relations, mental health,
property and personal security are brought into line with the Convention and the human
rights model of disability;

(b)Ensure involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities throughout the process
of enacting the new disability Bill and ensure that proposals made by persons with
disabilities are appropriately considered and addressed at all stages of the process;
(c)Ensure that the new legislation being developed to replace the Disability Act of 2012
recognizes the rights of women and girls with disabilities, and incorporates measures to
address marginalization and discrimination against them. The State party should address
proposals submitted by women with disabilities through their representative organizations
in their position paper presented to the Ministry of Justice;

(d)Provide information to organizations of persons with disabilities concerning fund
allocation for the Disability Trust fund, ensure appropriate financial resources to it, and set
up criteria for distribution of resources encompassing all persons with disabilities
regardless of type of impairment. The State party should gather disaggregated information
about budget allocations, and ensure periodic and accessible accountability procedures;
(e)Review and amend legislation and public policies with the aim to withdraw derogatory
terminology concerning persons with psychosocial disabilities, persons with intellectual
disabilities and persons with albinism, and ensure that training for public officials includes
modules on women and girls with disabilities, gender equality, and persons with disabilities
in marginalized situations.

9.The Committee observes with concern:

(a)The lack of periodic consultations with persons with disabilities at the National Advisory
and Coordinating Committee on Disability Issues, and the underrepresentation of
organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial disabilities
and women with disabilities in consultative processes, particularly in discussion of sectorial
strategies and programmes;

(b)That organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial
disabilities lack financial resources to conduct advocacy and participate in public
consultations.

10.Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations,
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and in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee recommends
that the State party:

(a)Adopt a national legislative framework for close consultations with and active
involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations,
ensuring mechanisms for the participation of organizations of women and girls with
disabilities, persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial disabilities and
children with disabilities in the implementation, enforcement and funding of programmes
aimed at supporting the rights of persons with disabilities;

(b)Support organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities, and persons with
psychosocial disabilities, including by providing independent and self-managed funding
and encourage their access to foreign funding as part of international cooperation and
development aid and cover expenses for participation in consultations.

Mauritania (2023)

5.The Committee is concerned:

(a)The lack of harmonization of the national legislation and policy framework with the
Convention, including the human rights model of disability;

(b)The use, in laws and policies, of derogatory concepts and terminology concerning persons
with disabilities, which emphasizes persons’ impairments, reflect the medical and
paternalistic approaches to disability and reinforces stigma against persons with disabilities;
(c)Despite that fact that the Convention can be directly invoked in courts, there is a lack of
awareness among policy makers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and medical, health and
other professionals working with persons with disabilities, about the rights recognized in the
Convention.

6.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Harmonize its Constitution, as well as its legal and policy framework on disability with
the provisions of the Convention, by integrating the human rights model of disability in its
laws, regulations and practices;

(b)Repeal all sections in the legislation, policies and regulations that use derogatory terms,
and ensure that they conform with the human rights model of disability;

(c)Strengthen capacity-building programmes for public policymakers, judges, prosecutors,
teachers, and medical, health and other professionals working with persons with
disabilities, on the rights of persons with disabilities and the obligations of the State party
under the Convention, and involve organizations of persons with disabilities in the design
and implementation of training for public officials;

7.The Committee is concerned about the lack of participation of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations, including diverse organizations of persons with
disabilities, in the design and implementation of disability-related laws, policies and
programmes.

8.The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms for the effective involvement
of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in public decision-
making processes, and ensure that meaningful consultations are held with the diverse
groups of organizations of persons with disabilities, including those of women and children
with disabilities and persons with intellectual disabilities.

Mongolia (2023)

5.The Committee notes with concern that:

(a)The Constitution of Mongolia does not contain a provision of discrimination on the ground
of disability, and that disability-related legislation and policies have not yet been fully brought
in line with the Convention;
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(b)The medical model of disability is still prevalent in the State party, in its legislation,
regulations and practices, which has a negative impact by preventing the inclusion of
persons with disabilities in society and limiting their access to appropriate services and
support;

(c)The lack of awareness among policymakers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and medical,
health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, about the rights
recognized in the Convention.

6.The Committee recommend the State Party:

(a)Amend its Constitution in order to include a provision of discrimination on the ground of
disability in line with Convention, and harmonize all national legislation and policies with
the Convention, recognizing persons with disabilities as rights holders on an equal basis
with others, including by ensuring close consultation with persons with disabilities through
their representative organizations, in particular women with disabilities, persons with
intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities;

(b)Review all national legislation and policies and harmonize them with the Convention,
including by transposing into domestic law the human rights model of disability and by
establishing systems aimed at the assessment of legal and environmental barriers to
persons with disabilities and the provision of the necessary support and assistance to
promote the independent living of persons with disabilities and their full social inclusion;
(c)With the close consultation and active involvement of persons with disabilities through
their representative organizations, provide capacity-building programmes for public
policymakers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and medical, health and other professionals
working with persons with disabilities, on the rights of persons with disabilities and the
obligations of the State party under the Convention.

7.The Committee is concerned:

(a)About a lack of appropriate measures to ensure an effective coordination and operation
of the National Council for the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at all
levels, and the General Authority for Development of Persons with Disabilities;

(b)The lack of budget allocation and the insufficient cross sectoral collaboration and
measures taken to implement the National program on Rights, Participation and
Development for Persons with Disabilities (2018-2022).

8.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Take necessary mechanisms to ensure an effective function, coordination and operation
of the National Council for the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at all
levels, including the national and local branch councils, and the General Authority for
Development of Persons with Disabilities, in harmonizing the national legislations with the
Convention and to ensure inter-sectoral synergy, promotion of human rights of persons
with disabilities and increase the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities and
their representative organizations, in particular women with disabilities, in the decision-
making;

(b)Adopt the necessary measures to increase budget allocation and ensure an effective
cross sectoral collaboration to implement the National program on Rights, participation and
development for Persons with Disabilities (2018-2022) and ensure monitoring of its
implementation, and extend the National Programme beyond 2022.

9.The Committee is concerned about the insufficient participation of persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations, including diverse organizations of
persons with disabilities, in decision-making processes concerning disability-related laws,
policies and programmes.

10.The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms for the effective involvement
of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in public decision-
making processes, and ensure close consultation participation and that meaningful
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participation consultations are held with the whole range of organizations of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, persons with intellectual and/or
psychosocial disabilities, intersex persons with disabilities, women with disabilities,
refugees and migrants with disabilities, autistic persons, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities requiring higher levels
of support.

Paraguay (2023)

7.Al Comité le preocupa:

a)La ausencia de una estrategia para modificar la terminologia y definiciones peyorativas
para referirse a personas con discapacidad empleada en el articulo 58 de la Constitucion y
en distintas normativas e instrumentos de recoleccion de datos;

b)Que persistan dificultades para que las personas obtengan el certificado de discapacidad,
que quienes lo extienden no estén suficientemente capacitados y que los criterios
establecidos no sean claros;

c)Las dificultades que existen en el proceso para la obtencion de la personalidad juridica por
parte de las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad;

d)La necesidad de actualizacién y cabal aplicacién del Plan de Accion Nacional por los
Derechos de Personas con Discapacidad;

€)Que el presupuesto asignado a la SENADIS se emplee prioritariamente en las funciones
asistenciales, en lugar de equilibrarlo con su papel de incidir en todos los 6rganos del Estado
para lograr la transversalidad.

8.El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que promueva una estrategia transversal y de largo
alcance para hacer efectivos todos los derechos consagrados en la Convencién, y en
particular que:

a)Modifique el articulo 58 de la Constitucion y el resto de las leyes, politicas y programas
para que contengan terminologia acorde con la Convencion;

b)Revise y actualice los criterios para evaluar la discapacidad, implementando una
evaluacion holistica y multidisciplinaria de las necesidades de proteccion y apoyo basada
en derechos. Ademas, que capacite al personal que otorga los certificados y que evite la
centralizacion y burocracia en el tramite, acercando este a las regiones rurales y remotas;
c)Tome medidas para agilizar y simplificar la obtencion de la personalidad juridica de las
organizaciones de personas con discapacidad, acercando el tramite a las regiones rurales
y remotas;

d)Tome medidas para actualizar el Plan de Accion Nacional por los Derechos de Personas
con Discapacidad en todas sus metas, lineas de base e indicadores y establezca las
medidas y mecanismos necesarios para vigilar su cabal aplicacion;

e)Dote a la SENADIS con los recursos suficientes para que cumpla efectivamente con su
rol de transversalizar el enfoque de derechos humanos sobre discapacidad en el disefio e
implementacion de las politicas publicas, por medio del seguimiento, supervision y
prestacion de asistencia técnica a los sectores pertinentes, y que las funciones
asistenciales sean trasladadas al Ministerio de Desarrollo Social.

9.El Comité reconoce que se ha mejorado la capacidad de convocatoria de las personas con
discapacidad y sus organizaciones para participar en las consultas y temas que les
conciernen, incluyendo la consulta nacional para la nueva ley de discapacidad. Sin embargo,
le preocupa:

a)La insuficiente participacion de las personas con discapacidad y de las organizaciones
que las representan, en su diversidad, en los organismos gubernamentales para el
seguimiento de la aplicacién de la Convencion;

b)La falta de criterios claros para la eleccion y evaluacién de los integrantes de diversos
mecanismos formales de participacion y consulta, asi como la insuficiente representacién
de organizaciones de personas con discapacidad en estos espacios;
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c)La insuficiente formacion acerca de la Convencion dirigida a todas las personas
responsables de formular politicas y legislacion, el poder judicial y los profesionales del
sector de la justicia, el personal penitenciario, la policia, el personal de salud, el personal
docente, los trabajadores sociales, los trabajadores de los medios de comunicaciony demas
profesionales que trabajan con las personas con discapacidad.

10.Recordando su observacion general nim. 7 (2018), relativa al articulo 4, parrafo 3 y al
articulo 33 de la Convencioén, el Comité recomienda al Estado parte:

a)Garantizar la estrecha consulta y participacion activa de las personas con discapacidad
y de las organizaciones que las representan en los organismos encargados de dar
seguimiento a la implementacion de la Convencion;

b)Asegurar el establecimiento de criterios claros y con perspectiva de género para la
eleccion y evaluacion de los integrantes de los mecanismos formales de participacion y
consulta sobre la elaboracion de politicas y programas, y la participacion efectiva de las
personas con discapacidad en estos espacios;

c)Reforzar sus esfuerzos para ofrecer programas de capacitacion sistematicos acerca de
los derechos de las personas con discapacidad y las obligaciones del Estado parte en virtud
de la Convencion, dirigidos a las personas que ejercen funcién publica en los tres poderes
del Estado y a todos los niveles.

Angola (2023)

5.The Committee is concerned about:

(a)The definition of persons with disabilities in the legislation;

(b)The lack of mechanism to enforce compliance to the various laws adopted to implement
the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities;

(c)The limited involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the
implementation and monitoring of the rights of persons with disabilities;

(d)The lack of a clear distinction in domestic law and applicable policy frameworks between
the terms of “general obligation to provide accessibility” and “the individual right to
reasonable accommodation”.

6.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Amend the legislation to bring it in line with the human rights model of disability, in
particular, the Committee recommends to amend article 83 of the Constitution.
(b)Designate a specific body to monitor and promote the compliance with laws and
adherence to policies put in to place to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities;
(c)As a measure to promote meaningful consultation and active involvement in legislative
and policy processes to implement the Convention, including the design, production and
evaluation of measures, ensure awareness across the whole public sector of the cross
cutting nature of disability, take measures to develop meaningful partnerships and
consultations with organizations of persons with disabilities and take steps to ensure their
appropriate resourcing in order for such partnerships and consultations to be effective in
all matters affecting them;

(d) The revision of relevant domestic law and policy to ensure that the individual right to
“reasonable accommodation” under domestic law aligns with the positive duty of the State
to provide reasonable accommodation under the Convention, which is a modification or
adjustment that is necessary and appropriate where it is required in a particular case to
ensure that a person with a disability can enjoy or exercise her or his rights.

Argentina (2023)

7.El Comité observa con preocupacion:

a) La persistencia del modelo médico en la legislacion y las politicas de discapacidad,
incluyendo la Ley 22.431 (1981) como ley marco en discapacidad, la Ley 24.901 (1997) sobre
prestaciones basicas en habilitacién y rehabilitacion integral a favor de las personas con
discapacidad, y el sistema de certificacion de la discapacidad;
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b) La falta de actualizaciéon del Plan Nacional de Discapacidad, la falta de informacion
sobre los avances del Gabinete Nacional para la Transversalizacion de las Politicas en
Discapacidad y del Observatorio de la Discapacidad, y sobre el contenido del Anteproyecto
de la nueva Ley de Discapacidad;

c) El poco alcance del Certificado Unico de Discapacidad y las barreras existentes para
obtenerlo, incluyendo barreras administrativas, el insuficiente numero de juntas evaluadoras
interdisciplinarias especialmente a nivel provincial y la disparidad en los criterios aplicados
para otorgarlo;

d) Los términos peyorativos en la legislacion;

e) Las brechas de acceso entre los grandes centros urbanos y la ruralidad en la prestacion
de servicios brindados a las personas con discapacidad.

8.El Comité recomienda al Estado parte:

a)Armonizar su legislacion y politicas publicas de discapacidad a nivel federal, provincial y
local con la Convencion, incluyendo la aprobacion de una nueva ley sobre los derechos de
las personas con discapacidad alineada con el modelo de derechos humanos, asi como la
reforma de la normativa sobre prestaciones basicas en habilitacion y rehabilitacion integral
para las personas con discapacidad y el sistema de certificacion de la discapacidad;
b)Actualizar el Plan Nacional de Discapacidad, garantizar el acceso a la informacién sobre
las acciones del Gabinete Nacional para la Transversalizacion de las Politicas en
Discapacidad y del Observatorio de la Discapacidad, asi como sobre el Anteproyecto de la
nueva Ley de Discapacidad;

c)Redoblar esfuerzos para promover el acceso al Certificado Unico de Discapacidad en
todo el pais y eliminar los obstaculos que dificultan su obtencion, incluyendo la
simplificacion del procedimiento, el aumento del nimero de las juntas evaluadoras
interdisciplinarias en todas las provincias y su fortalecimiento mediante la capacitacion del
personal sobre el modelo de derechos humanos de la discapacidad;

d)Eliminar de su normativa las expresiones despectivas o paternalistas, como “demente” o
“incapaz”;

e)Adoptar medidas legislativas y presupuestarias para superar las brechas en la prestacion
de servicios a las personas con discapacidad en todas las jurisdicciones.

9.ElI Comité reconoce que se ha mejorado la capacidad de convocatoria de las personas con
discapacidad y sus organizaciones para participar en las consultas que les conciernen,
incluyendo la consulta federal para la nueva ley de discapacidad. Sin embargo, le preocupa:
a)La insuficiente participacion de las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad en su
diversidad en las consultas relativas a la legislacion y las politicas publicas que les afectan,
y que sus aportes no necesariamente se ven reflejados en las politicas;

b)La falta de criterios claros para la eleccion y evaluacién de los integrantes de diversos
mecanismos formales de participacion y consulta, incluyendo el Comité Asesor de la
Agencia Nacional de Discapacidad, el Directorio del Sistema de Prestaciones Basicas de
Atencion Integral a favor de las Personas con Discapacidad, el Consejo Federal de
Discapacidad, y el Observatorio de la Discapacidad, asi como la insuficiente representacién
de organizaciones de personas con discapacidad en estos espacios;

c)La insuficiente formacién acerca de la Convencién entre las personas responsables de
formular politicas y legislacion, el poder judicial y los profesionales del sector de la justicia,
el personal penitenciario, el personal médico y sanitario, el personal docente, los
trabajadores sociales, y demas profesionales que trabajan con las personas con
discapacidad.

10.Recordando su observacién general nim. 7 (2018), relativa al articulo 4, parrafo 3y al
articulo 33, parrafo 3, de la Convencion, el Comité recomienda al Estado parte:
a)Garantizar la participacion activa y efectiva de las organizaciones de personas con
discapacidad en la planificacion, ejecucion, seguimiento y evaluacion de legislacion y
politicas publicas de discapacidad;
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b)Asegurar el establecimiento de criterios claros para la eleccion y evaluacion de los
integrantes de los mecanismos formales de participacion y consulta, y la participacion
efectiva de las personas con discapacidad en estos espacios;

c)Fortalecer la Unidad de Capacitacion de la Agencia Nacional de Discapacidad y ofrecer
programas de capacitacion sistematicos acerca de los derechos de las personas con
discapacidad y las obligaciones del Estado parte en virtud de la Convencion, dirigidos a las
personas que ejercen funcion publica en los tres poderes y todos los niveles.

Georgia (2023)

7.The Committee observes with concern:

(a)The lack of implementation of the Convention in the occupied territories of Abkhazia,
Georgia and Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, Georgia, and the risk of persons with
disabilities therein to internal displacement and other infringements on their human rights;
(b) The prevalence of the medical approach to disability in the State party’s disability
assessment system, which persists in the reform process;

(c) Thatlegislation and practices in areas such as mental health, participation in social and
political affairs and family matters reinforce negative stereotypes against persons with
disabilities, including dependence from third parties and a lack of autonomy, and retain
derogatory language;

(d) The absence of a national strategy and action plans on disability at the national and local
levels to implement the Convention, and the limited scope of disability rights in the National
Human Rights Strategy (2022-2030) and its action plan.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(@) Include internally displaced persons with disabilities from the territories of Abkhazia,
Georgia, and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia, in long term-housing initiatives
for internally displaced persons and take into consideration the recommendations made in
the Human Rights Council’'s Universal Periodic Review in relation to Georgia in 2021
(A/HRC/47/15), aimed at enhancing cooperation with international partners to ensure
unrestricted access of humanitarian and development organizations and international
human rights monitoring bodies by the Russian Federation to address the situation of
persons with disabilities within these regions;

(b) Complete the process to establish a disability assessment system and ensure: (i) that
organizations of persons with disabilities are involved in its design; (ii) that multiple
assessments do not create an undue burden for applicants; (iii) that policies and
programmes shift from care, treatment and protection towards the removal of
environmental and attitudinal barriers that prevent equality and inclusion; and (iv) that the
disability assessment system ensures that disability entitlements are tailored to the
requirements of each individual;

(c) Expedite the review process to bring legislation and public policies, including the Law
of Georgia on Medical and Social Expertise and Mental Health Development and the Action
Plan, in line with the human rights model of disability as elaborated in the Committee’s
general comment No. 6 (2018) on equality and non-discrimination;

(d) Enact a comprehensive strategy and a national action plan to implement the
Convention that contains appropriate human, technical and financial resources,
benchmarks and a timeframe, in consultation with representative organizations of persons
with disabilities across the territory of the State party.

9. The Committee observes with concern:

(a) The lack of provisions to ensure access to national public funds by organizations of
persons with disabilities that mainly rely on international cooperation to function and to carry
out their advocacy work;

(b) The unsystematic involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in measures
to implement the Convention and other matters related to persons with disabilities across
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state entities and at the municipal level and information about recommendations from
organizations of persons with disabilities being overlooked during consultations;

(c) That organizations of service providers prevail in government's consultative
mechanisms, in which they regularly hold the majority in respective votes to the detriment of
grass-roots organizations of persons with disabilities, organizations of women with
disabilities and organizations of children and young persons with disabilities;

(d) The absence of accessible information, disability inclusive methodologies, and human,
technical and financial resources for conducting periodic consultations including with
organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities.

10. With reference to its General comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, recommends that
the State party:

(a) Ensure the right of persons with disabilities to freedom of association, including by
making national funds available to all organizations of persons with disabilities, including
organizations of women with disabilities and self-advocate organizations, and
guaranteeing their right to seek and access legitimate foreign funding;

(b) Introduce mandatory and regular consultations with organizations of persons with
disabilities across all levels and sectors of the administration, based on transparency,
mutual respect, meaningful dialogue and a sincere aim to reach collective agreements on
procedures that respond to the diversity of organizations led by persons with disabilities,
allowing for reasonable and realistic timelines and giving due weight to persons with
disabilities’ views through the public decision-making process;

(c) Prioritize involvement and consultation with representative organizations of persons
with disabilities in consultative bodies and mechanisms, providing due weight to their
opinions, and ensuring participation of organizations of women and girls with disabilities
and organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities;

(d) Allot human, technical and financial resources to conduct public consultations with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities, develop accessible
methodologies for consultation and information tools, including in Easy Read, provide
sufficient time for informed decision-making, and establish capacity building programmes
of public officers and persons with disabilities participating in consultative procedures.

Peru (2023)

6.Al Comité le preocupa lo siguiente:

a)La ausencia de mecanismos especificos para el seguimiento, la supervisiény la aplicacién
del cumplimiento de la Ley General de Personas con Discapacidad y demas legislacién
especifica sobre discapacidad, incluso en el sector privado;

b)La escasa asignacion presupuestaria, lo que ha convertido en inoperantes las leyes y
politicas publicas en materia de discapacidad;

¢)Que el Consejo Nacional para la Integracion de las Personas con Discapacidad (CONADIS)
no cuente con una estrategia y plan de acciéon para apoyar y dar seguimiento a la
implementacion de medidas concretas en cada entidad estatal de acuerdo con las
competencias de las instituciones publicas para garantizar los derechos de las personas
con discapacidad en todos los ambitos de su vida;

d)El escaso avance en la implementacion de la Politica Nacional Multisectorial de
Discapacidad para el Desarrollo al 2030, aprobada en 2021, que muchos sectores no hayan
informado al respecto y que las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad no hayan sido
consultadas sobre su implementacion;

e)Que el perfil y requisitos del intérprete de lengua de sefias peruana aun no hayan sido
aprobados por el Ministerio de Educacidn, lo que sigue retrasando la implementacion de la
Ley N° 29535 que reconoce la lengua de sefias peruana, aprobada en 2010, y su reglamento
aprobado en 2017,
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f)Que el modelo médico de discapacidad siga prevaleciendo en el sistema de evaluacién de
la discapacidad y que la obtencién de un certificado de discapacidad y del carnet de
discapacidad sea un proceso largo y oneroso, que supone una carga econdomica
desproporcionada para las personas con discapacidad. También hay una falta de atencion
a los requerimientos de apoyo especificos y a los mecanismos de remision a servicios
necesarios.

7.El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que promueva una estrategia transversal y de largo
alcance para hacer efectivos todos los derechos consagrados en la Convencién, y en
particular que:

a)Cree planes y mecanismos para el monitoreo y control efectivos de la aplicacion de la
Convencion en el Estado parte;

b)Asigne recursos necesarios y suficientes para garantizar la operatividad de las politicas
publicas en cumplimiento de los derechos de las personas con discapacidad;

c)Dote al CONADIS con los recursos suficientes para que cumpla efectivamente con su rol
de transversalizar el enfoque de discapacidad en el disefio e implementaciéon de las
politicas publicas, por medio del seguimiento, supervisiéon y prestacion de asistencia
técnica a los sectores pertinentes;

d)Establezca las medidas y mecanismos necesarios para el seguimiento y la presentacion
de informes sobre los progresos y resultados de la Politica Nacional Multisectorial en
Discapacidad para el Desarrollo hasta 2030, asegurando la participacion de personas con
discapacidad y las organizaciones que las representan;

e)Inste al Ministerio de Educacion a que apruebe el perfil y requisitos para que los
intérpretes de lengua de senas peruana puedan titularse de manera urgente, de
conformidad con el Reglamento de la Ley N° 29535;

f)Modifique la Norma Técnica de Certificacion para simplificar el proceso de obtencién de
esta, implemente una evaluacion holistica y multidisciplinaria de las necesidades de apoyo
basada en derechos. Ademads, que garantice una remision efectiva a los servicios
correspondientes, en coordinacion con el CONADIS para garantizar que la expedicion del
carnet de discapacidad sea automatica y esté libre de barreras administrativas adicionales.
8.El Comité nota con preocupacion que, a pesar de que el articulo 14 de la Ley General de la
Persona con Discapacidad obliga a los sectores gubernamentales a realizar consultas con
las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad antes de la adopcion de leyes, politicas y
programas, sigue habiendo una ausencia de consulta sistematica. En particular, el Congreso
de la Republica aun no ha alineado su Reglamento Interno e intentd sustituir dicha Ley
General en contra de las protestas de las organizaciones. Ademas, el CONADIS no ha creado
su Consejo Consultivo de representantes de las organizaciones de personas con
discapacidad, que reforzaria su participacion en la labor de coordinacién de las leyes,
politicas y programas en todo el gobierno, incluyendo la aplicacién de la Convencion.

9.El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que modifique el Reglamento Interno del Congreso
de la Republica para que las comisiones realicen consultas sobre los proyectos de ley
relacionados con las personas con discapacidad, y asegure que todas las entidades
publicas garanticen la consulta con las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad y su
participacion en los procesos de toma de decisiones en todos los niveles de gobierno y en
todas las areas de politicas publicas relacionadas con los temas que las conciernen.
Asimismo, el CONADIS debe constituir su Consejo Consultivo con representantes elegidos
por las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad para garantizar la participacion de
éstas en sus actividades.

Togo (2023)

5.The Committee notes with concern:

(a)The narrow concept of disability used in the State party, particularly article 1 of Act No.
2004-005 which is based on the medical approach to disability;
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(b)The delay in the proposed review of Act No. 2004-005 of 23 April 2004 on the social
protection of persons with disabilities;

(c)The absence of a comprehensive and long-term action-plan for the implementation of the
Convention;

(d)The lack of awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities of policymakers,
government officials, legal and other professionals, including judges, teachers, medical,
health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities.

6.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Adopt measures to amend and/or repeal legislation that includes derogatory
terminology and concepts against persons with disabilities and ensure they recognize the
evolving concept of disability as arising from the interaction between persons with
impairments and barriers to the full participation of persons with disabilities in society;
(b)Complete as a matter of priority and within a specific time frame the process to review
the Act No. 2004-005 of 23 April 2004 on the social protection of persons with disabilities
and bring it into line with the provisions of the Convention and the human rights-based
approach to disability;

(c)Adopt a comprehensive and long-term disability national action plan for implementing
the rights of persons with disabilities in the Convention across all government sectors and
levels in order to address attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder the
participation of persons with disabilities in society;

(d)Provide awareness raising and capacity-building on the human rights model of disability
for government officials, at all levels, legal professionals, judges and prosecutors, and
professionals working with persons with disabilities. The State party should involve
organizations of persons with disabilities in the design and implementation of training for
public officials.

7.The Committee is concerned about the lack of participation of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations, including diverse organizations of persons with
disabilities, in the design and implementation of disability-related laws, policies and
programmes.

8.The Commiittee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms for the effective involvement
of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in public decision-
making processes, and ensure that meaningful consultations are held with the diverse
groups of organizations of persons with disabilities, including those of women and children
with disabilities.

Tunisia (2023)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The absence of action to align the definition of disability in the domestic legislation with
the Convention;

(b) The absence of a clear mechanism to enforce the recommendations of the
Parliamentary Committee for the Affairs of Persons with Disabilities and Vulnerable
Categories, in the absence of evidence-based information about any action taken by the
Ministry of Social Affairs and other public entities in this regard, including the lack of
coordination by the Ministry of Social Affairs with other Ministries;

(c) The factthat noinformation has been made available regarding the status of the package
of legal amendments submitted to the Ministry of Social Affairs by the subcommittee on
legislation to be introduced into relevant laws other than the Act No. 41 of 2016, dated
16 May 2016, which introduced amendments into Act No. 83 of 2005, with respect to
person with disabilities and access to employment;
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(d) The lack of information and accurate statistics concerning the participation of persons
with disabilities through their representative organizations, including those representing
women, girls and boys with disabilities, at the governorate and national levels;

(e) The lack of adequate measures to ensure that all persons with disabilities, including
those with sensory and intellectual disabilities, have access to the information about the
concluding observations (CRPD/C/TUN/CO/1), including through digital dissemination;

(f) The lingering obstacles to obtain Disability cards, despite the amendments made to
Order No. 1859 of 2006, dated 3 July 2006;

(g) The limited action taken by the Committee of the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Centre for
Research and Social Studies, tasked to draft the necessary amendments to bring the
Order No. 3086 of 2005, dated 29 November 2005, fully in line with the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

6.The Committee recommends that the State party:
(@) Take action to align the definition of disability in domestic law, including in Order
No. 3086 of 2005, dated 29 November 2005, with the Convention that reflects human right
model of disability;
(b) Establish a clear mechanism to enforce the recommendations of the Parliamentary
Committee for the Affairs of Persons with Disabilities and Vulnerable Categories and
ensure that the Ministry of Social Affairs and other public entities take action, without
further delay, on the recommendations made by the Committee, including those included
in its report of 2016;
(c) Take immediate steps to adopt the package of legal amendments, presented to the
Ministry of Social Affairs by the subcommittee on legislation, into the relevant legislation
affecting persons with disabilities;
(d) Develop strategies to strengthen commitment across all government portfolio areas
to ensure disability is recognised as a crosscutting issue, that meaningful partnerships are
developed with organisations of persons with disabilities to ensure close consultation and
active participation in legislative and policy processes to implement the Convention,
including in design, implementation and evaluation, and that organisations of persons with
disabilities are appropriately resourced to build capacity to participate in partnership
across government portfolio areas;

Take measures to remove all obstacles in the process of obtaining Disability card by all

persons with disabilities and ensure that the work of the Committee tasked with drafting

amendments to the Order No. 3086 of 2005, dated 29 November 2005, to bring this into
effect finalises its work;

(e) Make information on the implementation of the Convention including concluding

observations from the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities available to all

persons with disabilities using accessible means of communication including braille, sign
language and Easy Read as well as other augmentative means of Communication, including
inclusive digital communication.

34. The Committee, in accordance with its General Comment No. 5 (2017) on Living

independently and being included in the community recommends the State party to:

(a) Put in place legal and policy measures for the deinstitutionalization of persons with

disabilities and their effective inclusion in the community in accordance with the guide on

deinstitutionalization developed by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities;

(b) Take appropriate measures to recognize the right of persons with disabilities,

irrespective of age, gender and impairment, to choose their place of residence and with

whom they want to live and the right to have access to social support including personal
assistants and security based on their individual requirements;

(c) Ensure that services aimed at the general population in the community adopt an

inclusive approach throughout the State party;
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(d) Consult with persons with disabilities through their representative organisations to
ensure the inclusiveness of services and to identify the adequate support services to be
provided.

Bangladesh (2022)

7. The Committee is concerned that the Rights and Protection of Persons with Disabilities
Act of 2013 does not adequately provide protection for persons with disabilities, particularly
women and girls with disabilities, persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities
and persons affected by leprosy and that the concept of disability used in the State party
does not fully adhere to the human rights model of disability.

8. The Committee recommends that the State Party review the Rights and Protection of
Persons with Disabilities Act of 2013 to effectively harmonize laws, policies, strategies and
action plans with the Convention, including ensuring provisions for women with disabilities.
9. The Committee notes with concern the absence of mechanisms that are meaningful and
effective for consultation and participation to ensure that the views, opinions and concerns
of persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, persons with
intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and persons affected by leprosy, are adequately
included at all stages of decision-making processes by public authorities at all levels,
including in rural areas.

10. In line with general comment No. 7 (2018), the Committee recommends that the State
party establish formal mechanisms for the effective participation and meaningful
consultation of all persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities,
through their representative organisations, in the implementation and monitoring of the
Convention, including the provision of adequate funding for such organisations, which
currently is insufficient.

China (2022)

6. The Committee notes with concern that the disability-related legislation and policies have
not yet been fully brought into line with the Convention and the human rights model of
disability has not been consistently harmonized across all policy and legislation.

7. Recalling its General Comment No. 7 (2018) on Article 4.3 and 33.3: Participation of
persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee
recommends that the State party adopt a unified concept of disability in all professional
and legal areas that is aligned with the purpose and principles of the Convention and covers
all persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities;

8. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The absence of a legal framework concerning the advocacy and work which persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations can undertake in relation to the
development of legislation and policies to implement the Convention, and in other decision-
making processes that affect persons with disabilities;

(b) The reports of reprisals against and continuing pressure on civil society organizations for
their advocacy work on the rights of persons with disabilities.

9. The Committee recalls its General Comment No. 7 (2018) and urges the State party to:
(a) Strengthen mechanisms for the effective involvement of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations in public decision-making processes by
establishing clear procedures for consultations at all levels of authority and decision-
making and with the participation of the full range of organizations of persons with
disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, and adopting measures to
safeguard their independence from public authorities and participation in the design,
reporting and monitoring of legislation and policies aimed at implementing the Convention
and the Sustainable Development Goals;
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(b) Recognize the role of civil society organizations as human rights defenders, prohibit
any reprisals against individuals and organizations promoting the rights of persons with
disabilities and take measures to protect the civic space.

10. The Committee is concerned about the lack of independent assessments of the human
rights situation of persons with disabilities in China, especially in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region and the Tibet Autonomous Region.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party commit to an independent
assessment of the human rights situation of persons with disabilities in China, especially
in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and the Tibet Autonomous Region, including by
invitation to UN Special Procedures and engagement with the OHCHR.

Hong-Kong (2022)

63. With reference to its previous concluding observations (CRPD/C/CHN/CO/1), the
Committee is concerned about the lack of a harmonized concept of disability in law and
policy, and notes with concern that the eligibility standards in the Disability Allowance
Scheme continue to rely solely on the medical model, despite revisions being brought to the
policy paper in 2019. Furthermore, the Committee regrets Hong Kong SAR, China’s use of
language that devalues persons with disabilities, such as “mentally handicapped”, “mentally
disordered”, “mentally incapacitated persons” in various laws and policies.

64. The Committee reiterates its recommendations to Hong Kong SAR, China to align the
eligibility standards in the Disability Allowance Scheme with the human rights model, and
to adopt a unified concept of disability in all professional and legal areas that is aligned
with the purpose and principles of the Convention and covers all persons with disabilities.
The Committee further recommends that Hong Kong SAR, China ensure that the use of all
derogatory language in reference to persons with disabilities is eliminated from all
legislation, public documents and public discourse.

Macau

80.The Committee notes with concern that the medical model of disability is still prevalent
in Macao SAR, China, including within its disability assessment system and in relation to the
eligibility criteria for accessing necessary services and support measures, operating on the
assessment of capacity of a person to live independently and “assume his or her
obligations”.

81.The Committee urges Macao SAR, China to reorient its disability assessment systems
by replacing elements of the medical model of disability with principles of the human rights
model of disability and by establishing systems aimed at the assessment of legal and
environmental barriers to persons with disabilities and the provision of the necessary
support and assistance to promote the independent living of persons with disabilities and
their full social inclusion.

Indonesia (2022)

6. The Committee notes with concern:

(a) The use in laws and policies, of concepts and terminology that devalue and pathologize
persons with disabilities and promote inequality and discrimination;

(b) The lack of an effective coordinating mechanism to ensure the implementation of the
Convention and Law No. 8 of 2016 at all levels of government, including the autonomous
regions;

(c) The omission of measures, within the National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities
to address serious violations in, and deinstitutionalisation of social care mental institutions;
(d) That the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Repeal or amend sections in legislation and policies that use devaluing concepts and
terms for persons with disabilities, including Law No. 11 of 2009 concerning social welfare
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and Law No. 11 of 2020 concerning jobs creation (the Omnibus Law), especially on the
terminology of “Penyandang Cacat” (People with defects);

(b) Create an effective coordinating mechanism to ensure the implementation of the
Convention and Law No. 8 of 2016 across national, provincial, city and regency and sub-
district levels to ensure the same human rights standards are applied throughout the
country;

(c) Ensure the human rights issues concerning social care mental institutions are included
as a priority area within the National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities;

(d) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

8. The Committee is concerned about the inadequate mechanisms for facilitating the close
consultation and active involvement of persons with disabilities in decision-making
processes concerning disability-related laws, policies and programmes to implement the
Convention;

9. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms at the national, provincial, city
and regency and sub-district levels for the effective involvement of the diversity of persons
with disabilities through their representative organizations, in public decision-making
processes, including for monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Japan (2022)

7.The Committee is concerned about:

(a)Lack of harmonization of disability-related national legislation and policies with the
human rights model of disability as contained in the Convention by pertaining a paternalist
approach to persons with disabilities;

(b)Perpetuation of medical model of disability across legislation, regulation and practice,
including the disability qualification and certification system, which, on the basis of
impairment and capacity assessment, promotes the exclusion of persons who require more
intensive support, persons with intellectual, psychosocial or sensory disabilities from
disability allowances and social inclusion schemes;

(c)Derogatory terminology, such as “mentally incompetent”, “mental derangement”, and
“insanity”, as well as discriminatory legal restrictions, such as disqualifying clauses, based
on “physical or mental disorder”;

(d)Inaccurate translation of the Convention into Japanese, particularly, of the terms
“inclusion”, “inclusive”, “communication”, “accessibility”, “access”, “particular living
arrangement”, “personal assistance”, and “habilitation”;

(e)Regional and municipal gaps in providing necessary services and assistance to persons
with disabilities in the communities, including mobility support, personal assistance and
communication support.

8.The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)Harmonize all disability-related national legislation and policies with the Convention
recognizing all persons with disabilities as subjects of human rights on equal basis with
others, including through ensuring close consultation with representative organisations of
persons with disabilities, in particular, persons with intellectual and psychosocial
disabilities;

(b)Review its legislation and regulations to eliminate elements of medical model of
disability, including the disability qualification and certification system, to ensure that all
persons with disabilities, regardless impairment, receive the required support in the
community for having equal opportunities in society and full social inclusion and
participation;
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(c)Abolish derogatory language and legal restrictions, such as disqualifying clauses, based
on “physical or mental disorder”, within its national and municipal legislation;

(d)Ensure that all terms of the Convention are accurately translated into Japanese;
(e)Take necessary legislative and budgetary measures to eliminate the regional and
municipal gaps for providing necessary services and assistance to persons with disabilities
in the communities, including mobility support, personal assistance and communication
support.

9.The Committee is further concerned about:

(a)Insufficient involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations in consultations concerning legislation and public policies, including those
carried out by the National Consultative Council of Persons with Disabilities, and the
municipal and inter-municipal committees on accessibility;

(b)Lack of comprehensive response to the stabbings occurred in 2016 at the Tsukui
Yamayuri-en facility, located in Sagamihara, mainly owing to eugenic and ableist mindset in
society;

(c)Limited awareness of the rights recognized in the Convention among the judiciary and
justice sector professionals, policy- and lawmakers at the national and municipal levels, as
well as teachers, medical, health, building design and social workers, and other professionals
in connection with persons with disabilities.

10.Recalling its General Comment No. 7 (2018) on Article 4.3 and 33.3: Participation of
persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee
recommends that the State party:

(a)Ensure active, meaningful and effective consultations with the diversity of
representative organizations of persons with disabilities at national and municipal levels,
including through the means of alternative communication, accessibility and reasonable
accommodations, in public decision-making processes, paying attention to self-advocates
with disabilities and organisations of persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with
psychosocial disabilities, autistic persons, women with disabilities, LGBTIQ+ persons with
disabilities, persons living in rural areas, and those requiring more intensive support,
including in the implementation and monitoring of and reporting on the Sustainable
Development Goals;

(b)Review the Tsukui Yamayuri-en case aiming at combating eugenic and ableist attitudes
and legal liability for promotion of such attitudes in society;

(c)With the close involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, provide
systematic capacity-building programmes on the rights of persons with disabilities and the
obligations of the State Party under the Convention, for the judiciary and justice sector
professionals, policy - and lawmakers, teachers, medical, health and social workers, and all
other professionals in connexion with persons with disabilities.

11.The Committee notes that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention. It also notes with concern the State Party’s interpretative declaration related to
Article 23 paragraph 4 of the Convention.

12.The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention, and withdraw its interpretative declaration related to Article 23 paragraph 4 of
the Convention.

Lao People’s Democratic Republic (2022)

6. The Committee is concerned that:

(a) Disability-related legislation and policies have not been fully harmonized in line with the
Convention, including derogatory terms to refer to persons with intellectual and/or

psychosocial disabilities, including “persons who lost their intellect”, “persons who lost their
mind”, “crazy persons”, and the confusion between the terms of “disability” and “amputation”;
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(b) The medical model of disability is still prevalent in the State party, including within its
disability assessment system and in relation to the eligibility criteria for accessing necessary
services and support measures;

(c) There is a lack of a twin-track approach in legislation and public policies;

(d) Persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, have limited
involvement in consultations concerning legislation and public policies related to them; and
that the duties of the National Committee for Persons with Disabilities are not clearly
distinguished,;

(e) Reports of reprisals against civil society organizations for their advocacy work on the
rights of persons with disabilities;

(f) The State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

7. Recalling its General Comment No. 7 (2018) on Article 4.3 and 33.3: Participation of
persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, the Committee
recommends that the State party:

(a) Review the existing disability-related legislation and policies and align them with the
Convention, including through eliminating derogatory language regarding persons with
disabilities;

(b) Ensure that its disability assessment systems are based on the human rights model of
disability aimed at the assessment of legal and environmental barriers to persons with
disabilities and the provision of the necessary support and assistance to promote the
independent living of persons with disabilities and their social inclusion;

(c) Adopt a twin-track approach by mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities
across all national action plans and strategies, and by adopting targeted and monitored
measures aimed specifically at supporting and empowering persons with disabilities;

(d) Implement mechanisms for the effective involvement of persons with disabilities, in
particular of persons with intellectual disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in public decision-making processes, concerning laws and policies affecting
them, and strengthen the National Committee for Persons with Disabilities;

(e) Recognize the role of civil society organizations as human rights defenders, prohibit any
reprisals against individuals and organizations promoting the rights of persons with
disabilities and take measures to protect the civic space;

(f) The Committee encourages the State Party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

New Zealand (2022)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The lack of recognition, across all government portfolio areas, that disability is a whole
of government responsibility, the lack of engagement with organisations of persons with
disabilities outside the ministry of disability portfolio, and the lack of appropriate resourcing
for organisations of persons with disabilities to build capacity to meaningfully engage in
legislative and policy processes.

(b) The underrepresentation of Maori persons with disabilities in legislative and policy
processes to implement the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Develop strategies to strengthen commitment across all government portfolio areas to
ensure disability is recognised as a crosscutting issue, that meaningful partnerships are
developed with organisations of persons with disabilities to ensure close consultation and
active involvement in legislative and policy processes to implement the Convention,
including co-design, co-production and co-evaluation, and that organisations of persons
with disabilities are appropriately resourced to build capacity to participate in partnership
across government portfolio areas.
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(b) Develop legislative and policy frameworks that reflect the Treaty of Waitangi, the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples to ensure that Maori persons with disabilities are closely consulted
and actively involved in decision-making processes and that their right to self-
determination is recognised.

Republic of Korea (2022)

5. The Committee notes with concern that:

(a) Disability-related legislation and policies, including the revised definitions of disability in
the Act on Welfare of Persons with Disabilities, have not yet been fully brought in line with
the Convention, and fails to identify the specific needs of some persons with disabilities, in
particular deafblind persons and persons with disabilities with HIV/AIDS;

(b) The medical model of disability is still prevalent in the State party, including within the
disability classification system, despite the recent revision of the disability grading system
and the reduction from 6 to 2 grades, which has a negative impact by preventing the inclusion
of persons with disabilities in society and limiting their access to appropriate services and
support;

(c) The lack of awareness among policymakers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and medical,
health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, about the rights
recognized in the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Review the existing national disability-related legislation and policies to align them with
the provisions of the Convention, and adopt a concept of disability that covers all persons
with disabilities, in particular, persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities,
persons who are deafblind and persons with disabilities with HIV/AIDS and ensure that their
characteristics and needs are recognized;

(b) Reorient its disability assessment systems by replacing elements of the medical model
of disability with principles of the human rights model of disability and by establishing
systems aimed at the assessment of legal and environmental barriers to persons with
disabilities and the provision of the necessary support and assistance to promote the
independent living of persons with disabilities and their full social inclusion;

(c) With the close involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, provide
capacity-building programmes for public policymakers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and
medical, health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, on the rights
of persons with disabilities and the obligations of the State party under the Convention;

7. The Committee notes that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

8. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned about the lack of participation of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations, including diverse organizations of persons with
disabilities, in decision-making processes concerning disability-related laws, policies and
programmes.

10. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party strengthen and implement mechanisms for the effective involvement
of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in public decision-
making processes, and ensure that meaningful consultations are held with the whole range
of organizations of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, persons
with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, intersex persons with disabilities, women
with disabilities, refugees and migrants with disabilities, autistic persons, lesbian, gay,
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bisexual, transgender and gender diverse persons with disabilities and persons with
disabilities requiring higher levels of support.

Singapore (2022)

5. The Committee is concerned:

(a) That national legislation and policies do not systematically incorporate the human rights
model of disability but largely employ a medical model which engenders systemic
discrimination of persons with disabilities on the basis of their impairment;

(b) That the legislation implementing the Convention is confined to intermittent sector-
specific legal provisions with scant or no discernible relationship to each other, without any
overarching legislation ensuring comprehensive application and some level of coherence in
all areas of life;

(c) That national legislation does not contain a formal definition of disability, framed in
conformity with art. 1 (2) of the Convention, and that the existing assessment and
certification mechanisms are not harmonized across the national disability related
legislation;

(d) That persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual disabilities, persons
with psychosocial disabilities, autistic persons and children with disabilities, and their
representative organisations, are not closely consult with and actively involved in the
development and implementation of all legislation and policies to implement the Convention.
6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Review all of its existing disability-related legislation and policies, including the Third
Enabling Masterplan, remove all vestiges of a medical model of disability from it, and base
it throughout on the human rights model of disability;

(b) Enact overarching legislation protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, ensuring
the comprehensive, coherent application of the principles and rights guaranteed by the
Convention in all areas in life;

(c) Harmonize the legal definition of disability and the assessment and certification
mechanisms across the national legal system, to protect the human rights of all persons
with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities, persons with intellectual
disabilities, and autistic persons;

(d) Ensure that persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual disabilities,
persons with psychosocial disabilities, autistic persons and children with disabilities, and
their representative organisations are closely consulted with and actively involved in the
development and implementation of all legislation and policies to implement the
Convention.

7. The Committee notes that:

(a) The State party maintains its reservation to articles 12 (4) and 29 (a)(iii) of the Convention;
(b) The State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

8. The Committee encourages that the State party:

(a) Withdraw its reservations to articles 12 (4) and 29 (a)(iii) of the Convention;

(b) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

Hungary (2022)

6. The Committee notes with concern that:

(a) Disability-related legislation and policies have not yet been fully brought into line with the
Convention, that there is an inappropriate translation of the terminology of the Convention
into Hungarian and derogatory terms, such as “abnormal mental condition” used in the
Criminal Code of 2012 and the Criminal Procedure Code of 2017;

(b) Different concepts of disability in various professional and legal areas result in the lack
of recognition of all persons with disabilities, particularly persons with psychosocial
disabilities, persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with speech impairments;
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(c) The medical model of disability is still prevalent in the State party, including within its
disability assessment system and in relation to the eligibility criteria for accessing necessary
services and support measures, operating on the assessment of capacity of a person to
understand and to live independently and “residual health” thresholds, which adversely affect
the social inclusion of persons with disabilities;

(d) There is a lack of awareness of the rights recognized in the Convention among the
judiciary and justice sector professionals, policy- and lawmakers, teachers, medical, health
and social workers and all other professionals working with persons with disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Review the existing disability-related legislation and policies and align them with the
provisions of the Convention, including through ensuring the appropriate translation of the
terminology of the Convention into Hungarian and through eliminating all derogatory
language regarding persons with disabilities across its legislation;

(b) Adopt a unified concept of disability in all professional and legal areas that is aligned
with the purpose and principles of the Convention and covers all persons with disabilities;
(c) Reorient its disability assessment systems by replacing elements of the medical model
of disability with principles of the human rights model of disability and by establishing
systems aimed at the assessment of legal and environmental barriers to persons with
disabilities and the provision of the necessary support and assistance to promote the
independent living of persons with disabilities and their full social inclusion;

(d) With the close involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, provide
capacity-building programmes on the rights of persons with disabilities and on the
obligations of the State party, as contained in the Convention, for the judiciary and justice
sector professionals, policy- and lawmakers, teachers, medical, health and social workers
and all other professionals working with persons with disabilities.

8. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The lack of independence and non-substantive nature of the established consultation
bodies, including the National Disability Council, the National Coordinating Body for
Deinstitutionalization, the Human Rights Working Group and the Intergovernmental Disability
Committee, and the lack of effective involvement of organizations of persons with
disabilities in public decision-making;

(b) The lack of accessibility to informational material in public decision-making processes,
limiting the participation of organizations of persons with disabilities;

(c) Reports of reprisals against and continuing pressure on civil society organizations for
their advocacy work on the rights of persons with disabilities.

9. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) and urges the State party to:
(a) Strengthen mechanisms for the effective involvement of persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations in public decision-making processes by
adopting measures to safeguard their independence from public authorities and with the
participation of the full range of organizations of persons with disabilities, including
children with disabilities, persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial
disabilities, intersex persons, women with disabilities, persons with disabilities living in
rural areas, autistic persons, Roma and gender diverse persons with disabilities, those
requiring high levels of support and refugees and migrant persons with disabilities;

(b) Provide organizations of persons with disabilities with accessible information, including
information in Easy Read and other accessible formats, and with timetables of the
consultation processes concerning any law and policy reforms related to persons with
disabilities;

(c) Recognize the role of civil society organizations as human rights defenders, prohibit any
reprisals against individuals and organizations promoting the rights of persons with
disabilities and take measures to protect the civic space.
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Jamaica (2022)

6. The Committee notes with concern:

(a) The use, in laws and policies, of derogatory concepts and terminology concerning
persons with disabilities, which emphasize persons’ impairments, reflect the medical and
paternalistic approaches to disability and reinforce stigma against persons with intellectual
or psychosocial disabilities;

(b) The fact that the definition of persons with disabilities in the Disabilities Act, 2014, the
Mental Health Act, 1999 and the National Policy for Persons with Disabilities, 2000, focuses
on impairment and therefore is not in line with the Convention;

(c) The lack of awareness among policymakers, judges, prosecutors, teachers, and medical,
health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, about the rights
recognized in the Convention;

(d) The fact that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention.
7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Repeal all sections in the legislation that use derogatory terms, including articles 37 (2)
(c) and 40 (2) (f) of the Constitution, section 8 (2) of the Property (Rights of Spouse) Act,
and the Mental Health Act, and other provisions, policies and regulations, and ensure that
they conform to the human rights model of disability;

(b) Ensure that concepts of “disability” and “persons with disabilities” in the national
legislation are in line with the human rights model and the Convention;

(c) Strengthen capacity-building programmes for public policymakers, judges, prosecutors,
teachers, and medical, health and other professionals working with persons with
disabilities, on the rights of persons with disabilities and the obligations of the State party
under the Convention. The State party should involve organizations of persons with
disabilities in the design and implementation of training for public officials;

(d) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention without further delay.

8. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The inadequate mechanisms for facilitating the involvement of persons with disabilities
in decision-making processes concerning disability-related laws, policies and programmes,
including in processes related to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its Sustainable Development Goals;

(b) The lack of a system for the collection of data and statistics on persons with disabilities
by the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities.

9. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party:

(a) Strengthen and implement mechanisms for the effective involvement of persons with
disabilities, in particular of persons with intellectual disabilities, through their
representative organizations, in public decision-making processes, including for
monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.
The State party should ensure that meaningful consultations are held with the whole range
of organizations of persons with disabilities and provide them with a timetable for the
consultation processes concerning any reforms to be made to laws and policies affecting
persons with disabilities;

(b) Establish a more inclusive data collection mechanism, separate from the registration by
the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities, to collect statistics and data on persons
with disabilities in the State party.

Mexico (2022)

5. The Committee is concerned about insufficient budgetary allocations to measures
implementing the Convention on the federal, state and municipal levels.
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6. The Committee recommends that the State party allocate sufficient resources to
implement the Convention effectively at all levels of government.

7. The Committee is concerned about the absence of a national plan on the implementation
of the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party issue a comprehensive national plan
on the implementation of the Convention on the federal and state levels that includes the
mechanisms required to implement it, with a particular focus on indigenous persons with
disabilities.

9. With reference to its previous concluding observations,? the Committee is concerned that
the legislation on the state level still contains serious gaps in its protection of the rights of
persons with disabilities and contains pejorative language with reference to persons with
disabilities.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party harmonize its laws, and particularly
the laws of the states, with the Convention in order to protect the rights of all persons with
disabilities and eliminate pejorative terminology relating to persons with disabilities.

11. The Committee is concerned about the prevalence of a welfare and medical model of
disability.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party abandon the welfare and medical
model of disability and replace it with the human rights model.

13. The Committee is concerned about a serious decline in the availability of mechanisms
for consultations with persons with disabilities through their representative organizations
concerning the design and implementation of laws and policies affecting them.

14. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with the Committee’s general
comment No. 7 (2018), ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities, including of
women and girls with disabilities, are consulted and involved in decision-making processes
at all levels of government and in all public policy areas relating to them.

Switzerland (2022)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to
the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned about:

(a)The lack of harmonization of the legislation and policy framework with the Convention,
including the human rights model of disability;

(b)The use of language that devalues persons with disabilities, such as “invalidity” and
“helplessness”, in the legislative and policy framework, including in the Federal Constitution,
and the invalidity insurance and disability entitlements systems;

(c)The absence of an overall strategy for implementing the Convention in all areas of life.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Harmonize its legal and policy framework on disability with the Convention at the
federal, cantonal and municipal levels, by integrating the human rights model of disability
in its laws, regulations and practices, including the invalidity insurance and disability
entitlements systems;

(b) Eliminate from its legislation and policy framework, at the federal, cantonal and
municipal levels, all devaluing language with reference to persons with disabilities, and
replace it with terminology that respects the dignity of persons with disabilities;

(c) Adopt a comprehensive disability strategy and action plan for implementing all
Convention rights at all levels of government, and strengthen coordination and cooperation
among entities at the federal, cantonal and municipal levels.

9. The Committee notes with concern:
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(a)The lack of involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations, including diverse organizations of persons with disabilities, in decision-
making processes concerning laws, policies and programmes, including in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and efforts to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals;

(b)The lack of financial and other resources available to the diversity of organizations of
persons with disabilities to promote the effective participation and inclusion of persons with
disabilities in all aspects of society;

(c)The lack of accessibility of information about public policy and decision-making
processes, and limited opportunities to participate at all stages of these processes.

10. Recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018), the Committee recommends that the State
party:

(a) Strengthen mechanisms at the federal, cantonal and municipal levels to ensure effective
support and consultations with diverse organizations of persons with disabilities -
including organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities, autistic persons, persons
with psychosocial disabilities, women with disabilities, children with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons with disabilities — in design,
reporting and monitoring with respect to legislation and policies aimed at implementing the
Convention and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals;

(b) Ensure that adequate financial and other necessary resources are available for the
diversity of organizations of persons with disabilities, and that such organizations have
access to independent and self-managed funding to strengthen their capacity to
independently promote the effective participation of persons with disabilities and their
inclusion in society;

(c) Provide organizations of persons with disabilities with accessible information, including
information in Easy Read and sign languages, and ensure an adequate time frame for their
participation at all stages of legislative, policy and decision-making processes.

Venezuela (2022)

5. While the Committee takes note of the State party’s intention to amend existing laws in
accordance with the Convention, it is concerned by the lack of implementing regulations for
the 2007 Act on Persons with Disabilities and the fact that the bill on the protection, care and
dignified treatment of persons with disabilities is still under discussion.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that any legislative
amendments are in conformity with the principles enshrined in the Convention, in line with
the human rights-based model of disability and mainstream the rights of persons with
disabilities; and that it ensure the active participation of organizations of persons with
disabilities at all stages of the related discussions and drafting process, regardless of their
political affiliation.

7. The Committee, recalling its general comment No. 7 (2018), recommends that the State
party promote the effective and independent participation of organizations of persons with
disabilities, including organizations for women, children, older persons, indigenous
persons and persons of African descent, in decision-making in all processes that concern
them.

Djibouti (2021)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The national legislation, particularly the Civil Code, Criminal Code, Family Code, Labour
Code, and Act No. 207/AN/17/7éme L (2018), which are based on the medical approach to
disability, do not sufficiently protect social, economic and cultural rights or fundamental civil
and political rights, including the rights to liberty and security of the person, and to equal
recognition before the law and, reflect a narrow concept of disability that excludes persons
with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities;
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b) The need to review and harmonize its Act No. 207/AN/17/7éme L (2018) to bring it in
conformity with the Convention, particularly articles 7 of on the prevention of disability which
is misunderstood as steps to implement the Convention, and articles 10 and 31 on the
provision of segregated services for persons with disabilities;

c¢) The use of derogatory concepts and terminology concerning persons with disabilities in
laws and policies, such as “persons with special needs”, and the definition of disability based
on the medical approach under the Act No. 207/AN/17/7éme L (2018), the Labour Code, and
Decree No. 2020-306/PRE, which emphasize persons’ impairments;

d) The absence of a comprehensive and long-term action-plan for the implementation of the
Convention;

e) The lack of transparent and systematic procedures and information on the consultation
with organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations of persons with
intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and organizations of women and girls with
disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Review its legislation and policies to bring them in line with the human rights model of
disability in accordance with the Convention, particularly the Civil Code, Criminal Code,
Family Code, Labour Code, and Act No. 207/AN/17/7éme L (2018);

b) Repeal derogatory terminology and concepts that demeans persons with disabilities
from its legislation, particularly Act No. 207/AN/17/7éme L (2018), Labour Code, and
Decree No. 2020-306/PRE and ensure they recognize the evolving concept of disability as
arising from the interaction between persons with impairments and barriers to the full
participation of persons with disabilities in society;

c) Take measures to ensure the effective implementation of the National Disability Strategy
(2020-2024) and adopt a comprehensive and long-term disability national action plan for
implementing the rights of persons with disabilities in the Convention across all
government sectors and levels in order to address attitudinal and environmental barriers
that hinder the participation of persons with disabilities in society;

d) Establish formal and transparent mechanisms to ensure the effective and meaningful
participation of and consultation with persons with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, including their participation in the implementation and monitoring of the
Convention, in line with general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and women and
girls with disabilities, through their representative organizations.

France (2021)

7. The Committee notes with concern:

a) The interpretative declaration upon ratification to the Convention concerning the
interpretation of the term ‘consent’ in article 15 (1);

b) The absence of measures to review and harmonise disability-related national, regional and
municipal legislation and policies with the Convention, and legislation and public policies
based on the medical model and paternalistic approaches to disability, including the
definition of disability in the Act on Equal Rights and Opportunities, Participation and
Citizenship for Persons with Disabilities, of 11 February 2005 that focuses on incapacity of
persons with disabilities and their “normalization”, the medical treatment of persons with
psychosocial disabilities and autistic persons, and the ‘model of medico-social care’ for
persons with disabilities, which sustains systematic institutionalization of persons on the
basis of disability;

c) The lack of information on the jurisprudence of French courts on the direct application of
the rights guaranteed by the Convention;

d) The absence of a national strategy and public policies for implementing the State party’s
obligations under the Convention;
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e) The lack of awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities of policymakers,
government officials, at the national and municipal levels, legal and other professionals,
including judges, teachers, medical, health and other professionals working with persons
with disabilities.

8. The Committee recalls the recommendations issued by the Special Rapporteur on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in her report on the visit to France (A/HRC/40/54/Add.1),
and recommends that the State party:

9. The Committee is concerned about:

a) Provisions in the Law of 2005-102 (article 1) and of the Social Action and Family Code
(article L.146-1) conflating associations of service providers and managers with
organizations of persons with disabilities, resulting in conflict of interests in service provision
and obstacles to effectively shift from ‘medico-institutional-care’ to independent living in the
community;

b) Limited involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations, in consultations concerning legislation and public policies, including those
carried out by the National Consultative Council of Persons with Disabilities, and the
municipal and inter-municipal committees on accessibility.

10. The Committee recalls its General comment No. 7 (2018) and recommends that the
State party:

a) Revise provisions of article 1 of the Law of 2005-102 with a view to strengthen and
implement transparent mechanisms to closely consult with and actively involve persons
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in public decision-making
processes at all levels, including in implementing, monitoring and reporting on the
Sustainable Development Goals;

b) Ensure meaningful and effective support and consultations with the diversity of
organizations of persons with disabilities as outlined in General comment No. 7, paying
attention to, organisations of persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with
psychosocial disabilities, autistic persons, women with disabilities, LGBTI persons with
disabilities, persons living in rural areas, Roma persons with disabilities and those requiring
high levels of support.

Estonia (2021)

7. The Committee notes with concern:

a) That disability-related legislation and policies have not yet been fully brought into line with
the Convention, in particular the negative impact of disability-assessment systems
preventing inclusion of children with disabilities in society, and their access to appropriate
services and required support;

b) The derogatory concepts and terminology concerning persons with disabilities, such as
“abnormality”, “helpless person”, “mental disorders” in laws and policies, emphasizing on
persons’ impairments, reflecting the medical and paternalistic approaches to disability in
the State party, and reinforcing stigma against persons with intellectual or psychosocial
disabilities;

c) Disability-related regulations and policies that approach persons with disabilities primarily
as social service recipients, in absence of an overall strategy for implementing the
Convention, in all areas of life;

d) Information indicating lack of coordination between national and local levels of public
administration concerning implementation of disability-specific programmes;

e) The lack of awareness of policymakers, officers and professionals, at the national and
municipal levels, including judges, prosecutors, teachers, medical, health and other
professionals, working with persons with disabilities, on the rights recognized in the
Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party:
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a) Review of existing disability-related legislation and policies, including disability-
assessment systems, and bring them into line with the human rights model of disability in
the Convention. Ensure that policies and programmes mainstream support required by
children with disabilities, irrespective of impairment;

b) Repeal derogatory terminology and concepts from the Social Benefits for Disabled
Persons Act, the Equal Treatment Act, and other provisions or regulations, and ensure they
conform to the human rights model of disability;

c) Adopt a comprehensive disability strategy and a national action plan for implementing
the rights of persons with disabilities in the Convention, across all government sectors and
levels, in order to address attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder participation
of persons with disabilities in society;

d) Ensure appropriate coordination and cooperation amongst the national and municipal
levels, and ensure accessibility and availability of social protection programmes and
mainstream community services for persons with disabilities;

e) Strengthen capacity-building programmes for public policy-makers, municipal officers
and professionals, at the national and municipal levels, judges, prosecutors, teachers,
medical, health and other professionals, working with persons with disabilities, on the
rights of persons with disabilities and obligations of the State party under the Convention.
The State party should involve organisations of persons with disabilities, in the design and
implementation of training for public officials.

9. The Committee notes with concern:

a) The lack of effective involvement of persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with
psychosocial disabilities, and persons with autism through their representative
organizations, in decision-making process concerning disability-related laws, policies and
programmes, including in processes related to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and sustainable development goals;

b) The insufficient financial, and other supports particularly for organizations of persons with
intellectual disabilities;

c¢) The lack of accessibility to information about public decision-making process limiting
opportunities of participation to grass roots organizations of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee recalls its General comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of
persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party:

a) Strengthen and implement mechanisms for effective involvement of persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations in public decision-making
processes, including in implementing, monitoring and reporting on the Sustainable
Development Goals. The State party should ensure meaningful consultations with the
diversity of organizations of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities,
persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial disabilities, intersex
persons with disabilities, women with disabilities, persons living in rural areas, persons with
autism, Roma and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons with disabilities, and those
requiring higher levels of support.

b) Ensure that adequate financial and other necessary supports are available for
organizations of persons with intellectual disabilities. The State party should ensure that
organizations of persons with disabilities have access to independent and self-managed
funding for strengthening their capacity to independently advocate for their participation in
society, and adopt measures to safeguard their independence from public authorities;

c) Provide organizations of persons with disabilities with accessible information, including
information in Easy Read, and other accessible formats, and timetable of the consultation
process concerning any legislative or policy reforms, related to persons with disabilities.
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Albania (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The insufficient efforts to revise existing legislation and to bring it into full compliance
with the Convention, in particular with regard to the State party’s use and interpretation of
the “bio-psycho-social” model in reforming disability assessment systems;

b) The lack of a harmonised concept of disability and the denial of reasonable
accommodation in discrimination legislation;

c) The lack of mainstream and disability-specific services provided for persons with
disabilities at the local level;

d) The use of derogatory language against persons with disabilities throughout laws, policies
and public discourse.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the human rights model of
disability enshrined in the Convention, to harmonize its legislation and include a human
rights model of disability and the denial of reasonable accommodation in discrimination
laws, in accordance with the Convention. It also recommends that the State party review
existing and draft laws, including the ongoing reform of disability assessments for social
protection entitlements established in Law no. 121/2016 on Social Services and in Law no.
15/2019 on Employment Promotion, together with the Council of Ministers’ Decision No.
380 (5 June, 2019), in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities to
ensure persons with disabilities can access mainstream and disability-specific services at
the local level. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure that the use
of all derogatory language in reference to persons with disabilities is eliminated from all
legislation, public documents and discourse.

7. The Committee is concerned by:

a) The lack of legislation, transparent procedures and information, regarding consultations
with organizations of persons with disabilities;

b) The fact that, based on Law 93/2014 “On the inclusion and accessibility of persons with
disabilities”, the Prime Minister is exclusively in charge of the nomination as well as of the
appointment of the members of the National Disability Council and that the level of
representation of members of civil society in the Council is below 50 per cent;

c) The lack of regular and sustainable financial support for organizations of persons with
disabilities, particularly at the local level;

d) The official Albanian translation of the Convention, which makes an erroneous reference
to organizations “for” persons with disabilities, which does not adhere to the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party take into account general comment No.
7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities,
through their representative organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the
Convention, and:

(a) Take all the legal and other necessary measures to adopt formal and transparent
mechanisms for the nomination and election of representatives of organizations of persons
with disabilities in the National Disability Council, including those representing women and
children with disabilities, persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, and persons with
psychosocial or intellectual disabilities;

(b) Provide sufficient and regular financial resources and administrative support for the
Council and ensure more equal representation of representative organizations of persons
with disabilities nationwide, to ensure the quality of the experts and an adequate
representation of the interests of persons with disabilities, especially women and girls with
disabilities;

(c) Ensure a correct official translation to ensure equal opportunities to organizations of
persons with disabilities.

9. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention.
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10. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention without further delay.

Australia (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The insufficient harmonization of the domestic legal framework with the Convention;

b) The lack of progress made to review and withdraw the interpretive declarations on articles
12, 17 and 18 of the Convention;

c) The serious delays in releasing the third plan for implementing the National Disability
Strategy 2010-2020;

d) The weakness of the mechanisms and the limited funding available under the National
Disability Strategy and the National Disability Agreement for the full and effective
engagement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in policy
development, implementation and monitoring of actions relating to the Convention;

e) The disability assessment that individuals must undergo in order to be eligible to receive
services through the National Disability Insurance Scheme, which still relies heavily on the
medical model of disability and does not provide older persons with disabilities, persons with
disabilities from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander persons with disabilities and persons with intellectual or psychosocial
disabilities with equal opportunities;

f) The inaccessibility of the National Disability Insurance Scheme due to complex
procedures, limited publically available and accessible information and the lack of services
in remote areas;

g) The unsustainability and inadequacy of resources for continuous, individual and
independent advocacy programmes.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Fully harmonize domestic legislation with the Convention by carrying out disability rights
impact assessments on legislative changes that may affect the rights of persons with
disabilities;

b) Review and withdraw the interpretative declarations on articles 12, 17 and 18 of the
Convention;

c) Roll out the third plan for implementing the National Disability Strategy;

d) In close consultation with and with the effective participation of diverse organizations of
persons with disabilities, ensure that the National Disability Agreement and the next
national disability strategy receive adequate resources, an implementation plan with
measurable goals and a robust monitoring mechanism, a formal performance reporting
framework and evaluation, governance and accountability requirements, including through
the implementation of the recommendations made by the Productivity Commission;

e) Review disability assessment criteria for support schemes under the National Disability
Insurance Scheme and align them with the human rights model of disability, ensuring
adequate support for older persons with disabilities, persons with disabilities from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
persons with disabilities and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities;

f) Simplify, clarify and make National Disability Insurance Scheme procedures more
transparent, including by making information publically available and accessible, and
ensure that the Scheme meets the diverse and intersecting requirements of persons with
disabilities in all areas;

g) Ensure that persons with disabilities are able to access continuous, sustainable and
adequately resourced individual and independent advocacy programmes, particularly those
not part of the National Disability Insurance Scheme.

7. The Committee is concerned that there are no permanent or effective mechanisms to
ensure the active participation of persons with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.
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8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with the Committee’s general
comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation and
monitoring of the Convention, establish formal and permanent mechanisms to ensure the
full and effective participation of persons with disabilities, including children with
disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the development and
implementation of legislation and policies to implement the Convention, ensuring adequate
resources and the provision of the necessary support. It recommends that the State party
involve Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations in particular in all aspects of the design, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the Australian Government Plan to Improve Outcomes for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People with Disability.

Ecuador (2019)

7. The Committee observes with concern that the State party’s laws, manuals and guidelines
have not been harmonized with the human rights model set out in the Convention. It notes,
in particular, that the Organic Act on Disabilities retains a conceptual approach that is based
on a medical model of disability and that emphasizes the limitation of abilities while
disregarding the social dimension of disability. The Committee is also concerned that:

a) The State party’s disability classification system is not in accordance with the principles
enshrined in the Convention;

b) Recent amendments of the Organic Act on the Ombudsman’s Office and the Organic Act
on Disabilities do away with the Office of the Ombudsman’s authority to impose penalties
for failures to observe protection measures for persons with disabilities in the public and
private sectors.

8. With regard to the institutional framework for public policies and programmes, the
Committee is concerned at:

a) The dissolution in 2016 of the Technical Secretariat for Disabilities, whose areas of
authority, programmes and projects have been officially transferred to other ministries and
government bodies without providing them with sufficient budgetary allocations for those
purposes or a mechanism for monitoring their implementation;

b) The fact that the targeted objectives and policies established under the National Agenda
for the Equality of Persons with Disabilities focus on the provision of assistance rather than
on inclusion.

9. In relation to the State party’s obligations under article 4 (3), the Committee is concerned
at:

a) The fact that organizations of women, children, adolescents, older adults, indigenous
persons, persons of African descent and Montubio persons with disabilities have not
participated on an effective, independent basis in decision-making processes concerning all
the matters that affect them. The Committee is also concerned at the failure to promote and
disseminate information in accessible formats on disability-related legislation and
programmes in the State party, the Committee’s concluding observations on the State party’s
initial report or the Committee’s general comments;

b) Reports of continued obstacles to the effective participation in public life of persons with
disabilities and their representative organizations, particularly in decision-making processes
concerning matters that affect them and in monitoring the implementation of the
Convention, and reports of acts of intimidation, harassment and victimization of defenders
of the human rights of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee reiterates the recommendations made in paragraphs 9 and 11 of its
concluding observations on the State party’s initial report (CRPD/C/ECU/CO/1) and
recommends that the State party ensure that any amendments of its legislation conform to
the principles enshrined in the Convention and are in line with the human rights approach
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to disability and that, in particular, the rights of persons with disabilities are mainstreamed
therein. The Committee also recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure that the criteria used in its disability classification system are in keeping with the
Convention and based on the human rights model of disability rather than on the medical
model and that they include criteria such as the independence and autonomy of persons
within their environment on an equal footing with others;

b) Ensure the enforcement of protection measures granted to persons with disabilities and
the establishment of mechanisms for imposing penalties for the non-observance of such
protection measures in the public and private sectors.

11. The Committee also recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure that the public policies and programmes on disability that have been transferred
to different government ministries are fully implemented on the basis of the human rights
model of disability and that their implementation is overseen by the National Council for
Persons with Disabilities and civil society organizations of persons with disabilities;

b) Make inclusion a pivotal component of public policies on disability and, in particular, of
the National Agenda for the Equality of Persons with Disabilities.

12. The Committee, bearing in mind the recommendation that it made in paragraph 13 of
its concluding observations on the State party’s initial report (CRPD/C/ECU/CO/1) and
general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including
children with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation
and monitoring of the Convention, recommends that the State party:

a) Promote the effective, independent participation of organizations of women, children,
older adults, indigenous persons, persons of African descent and Montubio persons with
disabilities in decision-making processes concerning all matters that affect them and
promote and widely disseminate the Committee’s concluding observations on the State
party’s initial report and the Committee’s general comments in accessible formats;

b) Take effective and timely measures to prevent the intimidation, harassment and
victimization of human rights defenders, in particular persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations, including civil society leaders, journalists, media
professionals and defenders of the human rights of persons with disabilities.

El Salvador (2019)

4. The Committee is concerned that several laws, particularly article 367-A of the Criminal
Code, and the new Family Code, do not adhere to the Convention, resulting in the exclusion
of and discrimination against persons with disabilities, particularly persons with
psychosocial or intellectual disabilities. The Committee is also concerned about:

a) The lack of progress on enacting the law on the inclusion of persons with disabilities,
which would repeal the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disability Act;

b) The lack of measures adopted to align the criteria for the disability certification
mechanism with the Convention;

c) The pejorative terms used in the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disability
Act to refer to persons with disabilities.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Review and amend all its laws, particularly the Family Code and the Criminal Code, to
eliminate the concept of the “declaration of incapacity” in order to fully recognize and
respect all the rights of persons with disabilities;

b) Expedite the adoption of the law on the inclusion of persons with disabilities, ensuring
that it contains the human rights model of disability, and repeal the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disability Act;

c) Ensure the elimination of pejorative language used to refer to persons with psychosocial
or intellectual disabilities in legislation.
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6. The Committee is concerned at the lack of budgetary allocation for the implementation of
plans and programmes at the national and municipal levels for the protection of the rights
of persons with disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party allocate and earmark sufficient budget
for the implementation of plans and programmes for the protection of the rights of persons
with disabilities, in both urban and rural areas.

Greece (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a harmonized human rights-based
approach to disability in the legislation of the State party and that the existing legislative
framework, including the disability assessment mechanism, still comprises elements
associated with the medical model of disability and contains derogatory language in
reference to persons with disabilities. It is also concerned about the lack of a coherent and
long-term strategy for the effective implementation of the Convention.

The Committee recommends that the State party, in close consultation with and the active
involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities:

a) Harmonize its legal and administrative framework on disability, including the disability
assessment mechanism, by fully integrating the human rights model of disability in 6. its
laws, regulations and practices across all levels of government and territories, in line with
the Convention;

b) Develop a comprehensive, coherent and long-term national strategy and action plan for
the implementation of the Convention, with clear timelines, benchmarks and budget
allocations;

c) Eliminate from its legislation derogatory language in reference to persons with
disabilities.

India (2019)

6. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The prevalence of the medical model of disability in legislation, public policies and
attitudes concerning persons with disabilities, particularly in the multiple assessments and
certification of disability and the requirement for different assessments to access services
in the community, and in the misunderstanding of disability, including leprosy, as solely a
biological condition requiring prevention and rehabilitation;

b) Legislation, public policies and practices that discriminate against persons with
disabilities, particularly guardianship, institutionalization, psychiatric treatment and
segregated community services based on disability, negative perceptions, including that of
“normal life” as opposed to the lives of persons with disabilities, and derogatory terminology
such as “mentally ill” and divyangjan, the latter of which is still controversial,

c¢) The limited coverage of the unique disability identification card, especially in rural areas,
and the fact that service providers, such as rail services, do not recognize these cards with
a view to facilitating accessible and affordable public services for persons with disabilities.
7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Adopt national and State strategies to promote understanding about the human rights
model of disability among policymakers and in society, and the principles of respect for the
inherent dignity and difference of persons with disabilities and acceptance of persons with
disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity;

b) Reform the guidelines for assessing and certifying disability to bring them into line with
the human rights model of disability, ensuring that organizations of persons with
disabilities are involved in the reform, that multiple assessments do not create an undue
burden for applicants, and that policies and programmes shift from care, treatment and
protection towards the removal of environmental and attitudinal barriers, which prevent
equality and inclusion;
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c) Complete the review process to bring its legislation, policies and schemes into line with
the Convention, including the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act (2016), the Mental
Health Care Act (2017), the National Trust for the Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral
Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities Act (1999) and measures governing
general services for disability inclusion, and eliminate derogatory terminology and
concepts against persons with disabilities from its legislation, policies, government
regulations and government websites and from public discourse;

d) Ensure that community services are available for and inclusive of all persons with
disabilities without discrimination, especially in rural areas where the unique disability
identification card has yet to be implemented.

8. The Committee is concerned about the absence of comprehensive national and state
action plans to implement the Convention and the uneven implementation of legislative
measures recognizing the rights of persons with disabilities across all states.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure the prompt review and adoption of an action plan for the implementation of the
Convention at the national and state levels, with the meaningful involvement of persons
with disabilities through their representative organizations, targeting all persons with
disabilities, including those living in rural areas, in public policy efforts and ensuring cross-
sectoral human and technical resources and budget allocations;

b) Ensure cooperation with authorities at the state level in order to implement the
legislation recognizing the rights of persons with disabilities across all states.

10. The Committee is concerned that the participation of organizations of persons with
disabilities is not prioritized in decision-making processes relating to them, and that their
opinions are not reflected in the results of such processes.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party, guided by the Committee’s general
comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation and
monitoring of the Convention:

a) Ensure that those organizations of persons with disabilities defined in paragraphs 10 to
13 of general comment No. 7, including of women with disabilities, are consulted and
involved in decision-making processes at all levels of government and in all public policy
areas;

b) Remove barriers to the participation of organizations of persons with disabilities,
including guardianship regimes, and provide appropriate resources for their effective
participation, accessible and inclusive information and methodologies of consultation;

c) Ensure that the opinions of persons with disabilities are given due weight and are
reflected in decisions resulting from consultations, and that accountability criteria are
adopted concerning public decision-making.

Irag (2019)

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned that:

a) The medical model of disability and the charity-based approach to disability remain
prevalent in the State party’s legislation and policies concerning persons with disabilities,
including in article 32 of the Constitution, article 1 of Law No. 38 (2013) and articles 1 (5)
and 6 of Act No. 22 (2011);

b) The method used by the State party to assess disability is based on a medical approach,
in line with article 15 (1) (j) of Law No. 38 (2013);

c¢) National legislation, including Law No. 38 (2013), has not yet been fully brought into line
with the Convention, and derogatory terminology concerning persons with disabilities has
not yet been eliminated from all laws and policies, including from paragraph 495 (4) of the
Criminal Code (Law No. 111 (1969)).
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8. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Review its legislation, including through the ongoing review of Law No. 38 (2013), and
bring it into line with the human rights model of disability enshrined in the Convention;

b) Ensure that the method used in disability assessments fully incorporates a human rights
model of disability and that organizations of persons with disabilities are involved in the
design of disability assessment methods and in generating the information on which
disability assessments are based;

c) Undertake a comprehensive legislative and policy review with a view to adopting and
enforcing laws and policies that prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability, and review
the use of terms deemed discriminatory under the Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned that:

a) There are gaps in the implementation of Law No. 38 (2013), as implementing decrees and
regulations have not been issued for all provisions of the Law;

b) Insufficient funds from the national budget have been allocated for the promotion and
protection of the rights of persons with disabilities;

c) Persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are not systematically
consulted and actively involved in all decision-making processes affecting them.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party:

e) Adopt implementation decrees and regulations to ensure that the national legislation
protects and promotes the rights of persons with disabilities and sanctions non-
compliance;

f) Substantially increase the human, technical and financial resources allocated for the
implementation of the Convention;

g) Strengthen measures to ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities, including
organizations of persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and organizations of
women and girls with disabilities, are effectively consulted and meaningfully involved in the
design, implementation and evaluation of laws, policies, action plans, timelines and
budgets and provide such organizations with continuous and transparent funding.

Kuwait (2019)

4. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention and other international human rights treaties, including the Optional Protocol to
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention and, bearing in mind the indivisibility of all human rights, encourages the State
party to consider acceding to other international human rights treaties, including the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.

6. The Committee is concerned about the State party’s:

a) Reservations to articles 18 (1) (a) and 23 (2) of the Convention;

b) Interpretative declaration to article 12 (2) of the Convention specifying that the enjoyment
of legal capacity should be subject to Kuwaiti law;

c) Interpretative declarations to articles 19 (a) and 25 (a) of the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Withdraw its reservations to articles 18 (1) (a) and 23 (2) of the Convention;

b) Withdraw its interpretative declaration to article 12 (2) of the Convention and take legal
measures to uphold the right to equal recognition before the law, which implies that all
persons with disabilities, including those with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities,
enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life;

c) Withdraw its interpretative declarations to articles 19 (a) and 25 (a) of the Convention.
8. The Committee is concerned that:
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a) The State party’s legislation, including Act No. 8/2010 on the rights of persons with
disabilities and Act No. 21/2015 on protection of the rights of the child, the Civil Code, the
Code of Civil Procedure and the Penal Code, is based on the medical model of disability and
does not recognize persons with disabilities as rights holders;

b) National laws currently in force, particularly Act No. 8/2010, do not encompass social,
economic and cultural rights or fundamental civil and political rights, including the rights to
life, liberty and security of the person, to political participation and to equal recognition
before the law; do not apply to Bidoon and non-Kuwaitis with disabilities; and reflect a narrow
concept of disability that excludes persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities and
does not take into account the existence of barriers in society;

c) The State party does not have a national disability strategy that is inclusive of non-Kuwaitis
with disabilities;

d) Court verdicts finding in favour of organizations of persons with disabilities and families
of persons with disabilities have not been implemented.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Review its policies and legislation, including Act No. 8/2010 and Act No. 21/2015, the
Civil Code, the Code of Civil Procedure and the Penal Code, to ensure a full transition to the
human rights model of disability, in compliance with the Convention;

b) Take the necessary legal measures to ensure that national legislation, particularly Act
No. 8/2010, recognizes the evolving concept of disability as arising from the interaction
between persons with impairments and barriers to the full participation of persons with
disabilities in society and ensure also that national legislation encompasses the rights of
all persons with disabilities, including non-Kuwaitis with disabilities;

c) Take advantage of the 2020-2025 strategy of the Public Authority for Disability Affairs
to develop a national strategy on disability and a time-bound action plan based on the
human rights model of disability;

d) Ensure full implementation of the court verdicts finding in favour of organizations of
persons with disabilities and families of persons with disabilities.

Myanmar (2019)

5.The Committee is concerned about:

a) The fact that the Convention has not been sufficiently incorporated into national law;

b) The fact that the concept of disability in the State party’s legislation is incompatible with
the Convention as it is based on the medical model of disability;

c) The derogatory terminology referring to persons with disabilities in legislation, regulations
and policy documents, particularly in the “Lunacy” Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the
Prisoners Act, and the Burma Army Act, such as “criminal lunatic”, “lunatics” or “insane”;

d) The lack of concrete and effective measures taken at all policy areas, sectors and levels
for implementing the State party’s obligations under the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party, with the full and effective participation
of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations:

a) Ensure the full incorporation of the Convention into its national legal system to
harmonize national laws with the human rights model of disability and bring them fully in
line with the Convention;

b) Align the concept of disability with the human rights model of disability set out in the
Convention, and eliminate the term “suffering” and remove it from the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Law of 2015;

c) Repeal from legislation, regulations and policy documents all derogatory terminology
concerning persons with disabilities;

d) Take concrete and effective measures for the full implementation of the Convention
across all policy areas, sectors and levels.

7. The Committee notes with concern the absence of meaningful consultation and effective
participation mechanisms to ensure that the views, opinions and concerns of persons with
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disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, persons with intellectual or
psychosocial disabilities, persons affected by leprosy, and persons with disabilities from
ethnic or religious minorities, are included in all stages of decision-making processes by
public authorities at all levels.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party establish formal mechanisms to ensure
the effective and meaningful participation of and consultation with persons with
disabilities, through their representative organizations, including their participation in the
implementation of the Convention, in line with general comment No. 7 (2018) on the
participation of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their
representative organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party consider ratifying the Optional
Protocol to the Convention.

Cuba (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to
the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party consider initiating the ratification
process of the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned that:

a) The State party has not yet harmonized its legislation with the Convention;

b) A comprehensive law on the rights of persons with disabilities is absent;

c) National legislation and assessment of disability is mostly based on the medical model of
disability;

d) Mainstreaming and explicit references to the rights of persons with disabilities in laws,
strategies, policies and programs are insufficient.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party adheres to the human rights model of
disability enshrined in the Convention and:

a) Expedite the review of its national legislation, and ensure the full incorporation of the
Convention in the domestic legal order, repeal or amend any laws that contradict the
Convention, and harmonize policies and practices with the Convention;

b) Adopt a national law on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities;

c) Ensures that any assessment of disability for purposes of service provision is
undertaken;

d) Strengthen efforts to systematically mainstream and explicitly reference the rights of
persons with disabilities in laws, strategies, policies and programs.

9. The Committee is concerned that consultations and active involvement of persons with
disabilities in all decision-making processes that affect them, including the implementation
of the Convention, is limited to those organizations of persons with disabilities that are
formally registered in accordance with Law No. 54 (1985) on Associations and that these
registered organizations do not have member organizations of persons with psychosocial or
intellectual disabilities.

10. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 on article 4.3 and 33.3 of the
Convention (2018) and recommends that the State party adopt measures to effectively and
systematically consult and actively involve persons with disabilities through their
representative organizations in all matters that affect them. It also recommends that the
State party create an enabling environment for the establishment and functioning of
organizations of persons with disabilities, by adopting a policy framework favourable to
their establishment and sustained operation. The Committee also recommends that the
State party guarantee the independence and autonomy of organizations of persons with
disabilities from the State, the establishment, implementation of and access to adequate
funding mechanisms, including public funding and international cooperation, and the
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provision of support, including technical assistance, for empowerment and capacity-
building.

Niger (2019)

5. The committee is concerned that:

a) The definition of disability in several legislations and regulations, including regarding
prevention and detection of disability, is not in conformity with the Convention, particularly,
Act No. 60-36 of 29 July 1960 on the expulsion from school of persons affected by leprosy,
article 8 of the electoral code, article 2 of Ordinance No. 93-012, and Articles 42 and 43 of
the draft law on Equal Opportunities and the Reintegration of Persons with disabilities
(LOSEN);

b) Terminology referring to persons with disabilities in legislation, regulations and policy
documents are derogatory in nature, particularly the phrases such as “deaf and dumb”,
“deaf-mute”, “cripple”, “infirm, incapable, foolish” in referring to persons with psychosocial
and intellectual disabilities;

c) There is a lack of effective consultation mechanisms and active participation of
representative organisations of persons with disabilities, particularly those representing
women and children with disabilities, and persons with psychosocial or intellectual
disabilities; and a lack of their inclusion in the Sustainable Development Strategy and
Inclusive Growth 2035, the priority action plan PDES 2017-2021 and the national strategy for
inclusive finance.

6. The Committee recommends that the State Party:

a) Revise its legislations and regulations to conform with the human rights model of
disability of the Convention, particularly article 8 of the electoral code, articles 42 and 43
of the LOSEN, and Act No. 60-36 of 29 July 1960 on the expulsion from school of persons
affected by leprosy;

b) Repeal from its legislations and regulations all derogatory terminology that demean
persons with disabilities;

c) Establish mechanisms for the participation and consultation of representative
organizations of persons with disabilities, including those representing women, youth and
children with disabilities, and persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities,
including in the Sustainable Development Strategy and Inclusive Growth 2035, the priority
action plan PDES 2017-2021, and the national strategy for inclusive finance; and design
mechanisms and information about consultation processes in accessible formats for
persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities;

d) Provide adequate and sustainable financial resources and other necessary support to
organizations of persons with disabilities.

Norway (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The fact that the Convention has not been incorporated into the national law and the
absence of comprehensive strategy and action plan for the implementation of the
Convention with timelines or budgets done in consultation with organizations of persons
with disabilities;

b) The interpretative declarations made to articles 12, 14 and 25 of the Convention;

c) The fact that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention;
d) The slow progress in replacing the medical model of disability with the human rights
model of disability;

e) The differences among municipalities in the services offered to persons with disabilities;
f) The absence of sustainable financial support for organizations of persons with disabilities.
6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Incorporate the Convention into the national law, revise legislation in line with the
Convention and develop a comprehensive strategy and action plan with transparent and

55


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FNER%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FNOR%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

sustainable financial resources for the implementation of the Convention with clear
timelines developed in close, meaningful and fully accessible consultations with
organizations of persons with disabilities;

b) Consider withdrawing its interpretative declarations to articles 12, 14 and 25 of the
Convention;

c) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention;

d) Adopt the human rights model of disability in all the regulations relating to the
assessment of disability in accordance with the criteria and principles provided in articles
1 to 3 of the Convention;

e) Take all necessary measures to reduce differences among municipalities in the services
offered to persons with disabilities through national regulations, standards and guidelines;
f) Provide sustainable financial support for organizations of persons with disabilities.

Rwanda (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not brought its domestic legislation
into line with the Convention, and that its laws still contain pejorative terms and reflect the
medical model of disability, in particular Laws No. 01/2007 on the Protection of the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities in General, No. 02/2007 on the Protection of Former War
Combatants with Disabilities, No. 54/2011 relating to the Rights and the Protection of the
Child and No. 27/2001 relating to Rights and Protection of the Child Against Violence. The
Committee is also concerned at the slow pace of adoption of a national disability policy, and
that the Ministerial Orders of 2009 concerning persons with disabilities remain largely
unimplemented.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party’s domestic legislation adhere to the
Convention, taking measures to fulfil all its obligations under it and ensuring the human-
rights based approach to disability. The Committee also recommends that the State party
eliminate pejorative terminology relating to the rights of persons with disabilities. It also
recommends that the State party adopt without delay the national disability policy in line
with the Convention, including consultation and engagement with organizations of persons
with disabilities, and take effective measures with clear timelines for its implementation.
The Committee recommends that the State party take effective measures to implement the
Ministerial Orders of 2009.

7. The Committee is concerned about the absence of mechanisms to ensure that the views,
opinions and concerns of persons with disabilities, particularly women, children and persons
with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, are included in the formulation of laws and
policies, both at the national and local levels.

8. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and recommends
that the State party establish accessible formal mechanisms to ensure the effective and
meaningful participation and consultation with persons with disabilities, through their
representative organizations, particularly women, children and persons with intellectual or
psychosocial disabilities, including in the formulation, implementation and monitoring of
laws and policies. The Committee also recommends that the State party provide sufficient
budgetary resources to such organizations to enable their participation.

Saudi Arabia (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned at:

a) The fact that the State party’s legislation, including its Basic Law of Governance, its
Disability Care Act, its Labour Law and its Charter establishing the Authority for the Welfare
of People with Disabilities, are based on a charity-based approach to disability that runs
counter to the Convention and does not recognize environmental barriers that hinder the full
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and effective participation of persons with disabilities in society on an equal basis with
others;

b) The lack of a coherent and comprehensive disability strategy to implement the human
rights model of disability established in the Convention;

c) The lack of systematic consultation of organizations led, directed and governed by
persons with disabilities and involvement of persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Take advantage of the formulation of a national human rights strategy (Royal Order No.
13084) to initiate a full transition to a human rights-based model of disability in laws and
policies, including in its Basic Law of Governance, its Disability Care Act, its Labour Law
and its Charter establishing the Authority for the Welfare of People with Disabilities, with a
view to harmonizing them with the general principles and provisions in the Convention;

b) Develop a national disability strategy in order to implement the human rights-based
model of disability;

c) Establish a systematic mechanism to recognize organizations led, directed and governed
by persons with disabilities and to effectively and meaningfully consult and actively involve
persons with disabilities, including those with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities,
through their representative organizations in all matters that affect them, such as the
development of all laws, policies and programmes, in line with its General comment No. 7
(2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities,
through their representative organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the
Convention.

Senegal (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The lack of measures to review and harmonize all legislation and policies in line with the
Convention, particularly the Social Orientation Act 2010-15 and its implementing decrees,
and the fact that measures geared towards the "prevention of disabilities" are misunderstood
as measures to implement the Convention;

b) The use of unacceptable terminology in legislation when referring to persons with
disabilities, such as “deaf-mute”;

c) Disability assessment criteria not in line with the human rights model of disability
enshrined in the Convention for the issuance of the Equality Cards by the different
commissions established by decree 2012-1038;

6. The Committee reminds the State party that the prevention of disability is not a measure
of implementation of the Convention and recommends that the State party:

a) Revise all laws, policies and plans to harmonize them with the human rights model of
disability enshrined in the Convention;

b) Eliminate from legislation derogatory language in reference to persons with disabilities;
c) Adopt a human right-based approach to disability assessment, and ensure that persons
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, are involved in the design of
disability assessment criteria for the issuance of Equality Cards.

Spain (2019)

6. The Committee is concerned at non-compliance with the Convention and the human-rights
model of disability of several national, regional and municipal legislations and policies,
particularly “The Consolidated Text of the General Act on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and their Social Inclusion” of 2013 and “The Personal Autonomy Promotion Act”
of 2006. It is concerned that this results in the reliance on medical model classifications that
categorise people on the basis of diagnosis and excludes the broad scope provided in the
Convention that recognises disabilities in relation to impairment and barriers in the social
environment, especially in regards to psychosocial disability. The Committee is also
concerned about:
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a) The predominance of a paternalistic approach and the lack of human rights-based
provisions within mental health systems, as well as of explicit strategies aimed at ensuring
their protection from discrimination and ill-treatment;

b) The lack of progress to implement the previous recommendations of the Committee to
abolish legal provisions that reinforce a negative perception of disability by providing for the
late termination of pregnancy based on foetal impairment, as well as legislative initiatives
aimed at recognizing the legal status of euthanasia on the ground of disability;

c) The limited progress to ensure equal and full-range involvement and participation of
persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in all matters that
concern them, including the elaboration of public policies and laws;

Lack of trainings for professionals in the fields of, inter alia, education, health, and the
judiciary to raise awareness about the rights of persons with disabilities and standards
enshrined in the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Review and amend all laws, policies and practices relating to the provision of services
for persons with disabilities at all levels and across all Autonomous Communities, in
accordance with the principles enshrined in the Convention and in line with the human
rights model of disability;

b) Design and implement a policy focusing at ensuring the full respect of the rights of
persons with psychosocial disabilities, including by ensuring that human rights-based
provisions are applied in mental health systems;

c) Abolish any distinction by law to the period within which a pregnancy can be terminated
based on a potential foetus impairment, as well as withdraw all euthanasia related
provisions on the ground of disability, as these contribute to a climate of stigma against
disability that can lead to discrimination;

d) Ensure the continuing involvement and meaningful consultations with various
organizations of persons with disabilities, including but not limited to women, children,
refugees and asylum-seekers, LGBTI+, persons with psychosocial disabilities or with
intellectual, hearing or visual impairments, persons living in rural areas and persons in need
of high levels of support, in the designing and amending of new and existing laws, policies
and programs to ensure their compliance with the Convention, as defined by The
Committee’s General Comment No. 7 of 2018;

Continue providing trainings to professionals including judges and law enforcement
officials, health care professionals, teachers as well as personnel working with persons
with disabilities to raise their awareness of the rights under the Convention.

Tirkiye (2019)

5. The Committee is concerned about the prevalence, in practice, of the medical, charitable,
and paternalistic approaches to disability, exemplified in disability assessments based on
medical reports, which reduce persons with disabilities to their impairments and health
condition.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Revise its legislation and policies at the national and provincial levels to harmonize them
with the human rights model of disability, upholding the principles of dignity, individual
autonomy, and equality of persons with disabilities in all areas of life;

b) Amend current legislation concerning disability assessments, ensuring that persons with
disabilities, through their representative organizations, are involved in their design, and that
multiple assessments do not create an undue burden for the person involved, reduce the
burden on applicants, and promote consistency and transparency with effective safeguards
for persons with disabilities.

7. The Committee is concerned that there is no updated and transparent information and
recorded progress in the areas covered by the Strategy and National Plan of Action on
Accessibility and the 2011-2013 Strategy and Plan on Care Services.
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8. The Committee recommends that the State party establish an effective mechanism to
monitor the progress made in the fields of accessibility and support, involving persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations in such monitoring.

9. The Committee is concerned about the limited information about the progress made to
adopt the National Plan of Action and Strategy Paper on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, and about the sustained and formal mechanisms of consultation and
involvement of the diversity of organizations of persons with disabilities throughout the
decision-making process since 2017.

10. The Committee recalls its general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons
with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention and recommends
that the State party:

a) Ensure transparent and meaningful consultations with representative organizations of
persons with disabilities for the adoption of the National Plan of Action and Strategy Paper
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its programmes and all legislation-related
bills;

b) Support persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities in setting up their
representative organizations and include them in consultations concerning the
implementation of the Convention;

c) Promote and facilitate the establishment and functioning of organizations of persons
with disabilities, guarantee their independence and autonomy from the State, and ensure
their access to adequate funding mechanisms, including public funding and international
cooperation, and the provision of support for empowerment and capacity-building.

Vanuatu (2019)

6. The Committee is concerned at:

a) The delay in the repeal and amendment of existing legislation that is not in line with the
Convention after the Legislative Review by the Ministry of Justice in 2016;

b) The use of derogatory terminology concerning persons with disabilities in law and
practice;

c¢) The absence of a specific law to enforce policies and action plans with regards to persons
with disabilities and the limited implementation of the National Disabilities Inclusive
Development Policy (2018-2025);

d) The fact that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations have not
been effectively involved in the development of laws and policies as well as decision-making
processes on matters affecting them.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Repeal or amend all discriminatory legislation, within a clear timeline, adhering to the
Convention and ensure that persons with disabilities are consulted and meaningfully
engaged in the process;

b) Eliminate the use of all derogatory terminology regarding persons with disabilities in
laws and practice, including in the media;

c) Enact a Disability Bill, without delay, which includes the human rights approach to
disability enshrined in the Convention and an assessment mechanism and adopt measures
to effectively implement the National Disabilities Inclusive Development Policy (2018-
2025);

d) Ensure full involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations in legislative and policy development and decision-making in accordance
with the Committee’s general comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities and persons with intellectual and
psychosocial disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation
and monitoring of the Convention.
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8. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol without
delay.

Algeria (2018)

4. The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not ratified the Optional
Protocol to the Convention.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party consider initiating the ratifying process
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

6. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet harmonized its legislation
with the Convention, including Law No. 02-09 of May 2002 and Executive Decree No. 14-204
of 15 July 2014, which are mostly based on the medical model of disability. It is also
concerned that the multiple levels of assessments of disability for the purpose of benefits
and other services still focus on deficiencies of the person.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure the full incorporation of the Convention in the domestic legal order, repeal or
amend any law that contradicts the Convention and discriminates against persons with
disabilities, including Law No. 02-09 of May 2002 and harmonize policies and practices
with the Convention;

b) Eliminate the multiple levels of assessments of disability and, in consultation with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities, develop an assessment policy
and procedure, in line with the human rights model of disability enshrined in the
Convention.

8. The Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations are not consulted and actively involved in all decision-making processes
affecting them, including the implementation of the Convention.

9. The Committee recalls the Committee’s General Comment No. 7 on article 4.3 and 33.3
of the Convention (2018) and recommends that the State party adopt measures to
effectively and systematically consult and actively involve persons with disabilities through
their representative organizations in all matters that affect them. It also recommends that
the State party adopt measures to enable the interaction of representative organizations of
persons with disabilities with the State party in a safe, collaborative manner.

Bulgaria (2018)

7. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to
the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party speed up the ratification process of the
Optional Protocol to the Convention, and ensure dissemination of public information
concerning this process.

9. The Committee is concerned that the medical and charity approaches to disability still
prevail in the State party’s legislation, and that definitions of disability and assessment of
persons with disabilities in the State party’s legislation are not in line with the Convention.
10. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake a review of its legislation
with the aim to bring it in line with the human rights model of disability. It also recommends
that the State party withdraw any derogatory terminology concerning persons with
intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities, and in consultation with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities, develop an assessment policy
and procedure, in line with the human rights model of disability enshrined in the
Convention.

11. The Committee notes with concern that the Integration of Persons with Disabilities Act
is not fully in line with the provisions of the Convention, and that the 2018 amendments to it
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still maintain rules that had been repealed by the Constitutional Court. It is also concerned
that the new Persons with Disabilities Act is yet to be adopted.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party revise the draft bill and withdraw the
2018 amendments to the Integration of Persons with Disabilities Act that contravene the
Convention. It also recommends that the State party adopt the new Persons with
Disabilities Act ensuring its compliance with the principles and provisions of the
Convention, and establish a framework for adoption of sectorial legislation that ensure
mainstreaming and inclusion of the rights of persons with disabilities in all areas of life.
13. The Committee is concerned about the lack of dialogue between the Government and
organizations of persons with disabilities, and that organizations of persons with disabilities
have received insufficient information about the envisaged reform on aspects, such as the
certification of disabilities, the assessment of reduced capacity to work, and the right to
retirement.

14. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with the Committee’s General
comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation and
monitoring of the Convention:

a) Strengthen and implement formal mechanisms for effective and meaningful consultation
of persons with disabilities concerning the implementation of the Convention, through their
representative organizations, including organizations of women with disabilities,
organizations of children with disabilities, and organizations of families of persons with
disabilities in their supportive role;

b) Provide continuous funding for organizations of persons with disabilities and
transparent criteria and mechanisms for consultation, including information in Easy Read,
and other accessible formats for all persons with disabilities;

c) Provide organizations of persons with disabilities with information and timetable of the
consultation process concerning the envisaged reforms aimed at changing the certification
of disability, capacity to work and the right to retirement, in line with the human rights model
of disability.

Malta (2018)

5. The Committee is concerned that:

a) The three entities of the State party that certify disability continue to use assessments
based on a medical approach and that the different assessment criteria for the eligibility of
services continue to focus on the degree of impairment of persons and are different for each
entity;

b) The articles of the Convention are not yet all enforceable under national legislation;

c) The National Disability Strategy, that implements the National Policy for the Rights of
Persons with Disability, has not been promulgated and formally launched yet;

d) The concept of universal design is not explicitly or comprehensively defined in legislation,
mainstreamed into regulations or enforced through monitoring mechanisms;

e) The representative organizations of persons with disabilities are insufficiently included
into the debates and work of government-appointed mandate holders and entities and lack
funding to support the implementation and monitoring of the rights of persons with
disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Revise and amend all laws, policies and practices, including provisions of the Equal
Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act (Cap. 413), the Parking Concessions for
Persons with Disability Act (Cap. 560), the Persons with Disability (Employment) Act (Cap.
210) and the Social Security Act (Cap. 318), to bring them into line with the principles and
rights enshrined in the Convention;

b) Ensure a disability assessment method which fully incorporates the human rights model
of disability and takes a human rights based approach by inter alia:
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i. Involving Disabled People's Organisations in the design of disability assessment;

ii. Engaging persons with disabilities engaged in generating the information on which
disability assessments are made;

iii. Eliminating multiple methods of disability assessment and as a result reduce the burden
on applicants;

iv. Making information on assessment requirements accessible and user-friendly;

v. Frequently reviewing assessment methods.

c) Adopt the necessary legislative measures, including the UN CRPD Bill, to ensure that the
articles of the Convention are judiciable;

d) Accelerate the promulgation and formal launch of the National Disability Strategy, while
ensuring the meaningful consultation of persons with disabilities and their representative
organizations;

e) Achieve full accessibility through the mainstreaming of the concept of universal design
in all relevant national and municipal legislation, policies and regulations, and ensure their
implementation through an effective monitoring;

f) Ensure the inclusion of and provide adequate funding for representative organizations of
persons with disabilities to effectively monitor the implementation of the Convention.

Philippines (2018)

6. The Committee is concerned about:

a) Prevalence of the medical and charity approaches in the State party’s legislation and
policies concerning persons with disabilities, overemphasizing impairment, medical
treatment, and social care, which is in stark contrast with the human rights model of the
Convention;

b) Insufficient human, technical and financial resources allocated for reforming and
harmonizing national-level disability laws and institutionalising policy changes to implement
the Convention;

c) Legislation that perpetuates existing stereotypes against persons with disabilities, and
inadvertently institutionalize stigmatization and discrimination based on disability;

d) Absence of a comprehensive policy across all sectors and levels for implementing the
State party’s obligations under the Convention, including removing all barriers for inclusion
of persons with disabilities in society.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish a process to conduct review of its legislation and bring it into line with the
human rights model of disability in the Convention. The State party should recognise all
persons with disabilities as right-holders, and reaffirm their inherent dignity and autonomy;
b) Eliminate the multiple levels of assessments of disability and, in consultation with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities, develop an assessment policy
and procedure, in line with the human rights model of disability enshrined in the
Convention;

c) Ensure appropriate human, technical and financial resources to update its legislative and
policy framework;

d) Carry out a participatory process involving representative organizations of persons with
disabilities as well as organizations of the public and private sectors, aimed at identifying
environmental and attitudinal barriers hindering full and effective participation of persons
with disabilities in Philippine society, and adopting measures to overcome such barriers at
all levels;

e) Adopt a comprehensive national action plan for the implementation of the obligations in
the Convention. The State party should establish a timeframe, specific indicators and
benchmarks concerning progress of such a policy, and allocate resources for its
implementation in rural areas, municipalities, and provinces.

8. The Committee is concerned about the lack of information, coupled with effective and
meaningful consultations consult and involve representative organizations of persons with
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disabilities, particularly living in remote and rural areas, in decision-making processes and
public affairs concerning the implementation and monitoring the Convention.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party, in line with the Committee’s General
comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of persons with disabilities, including children
with disabilities, through their representative organizations,

in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention:

a) Adopt measures to promote the establishment of organizations of women with
disabilities, organizations of children with disabilities and organisations of persons with
intellectual disabilities, and provide them with financial resources to ensure their
functioning;

b) Provide persons with disabilities with accessible information and methodologies
concerning consultation procedures, including information on Easy Read for organizations
of persons with intellectual disabilities, and age-appropriate mechanisms for improving
participation of children with disabilities, through their representative organizations.

Poland (2018)

5. The Committee is concerned at the:

a) Lack of a comprehensive strategy and action plan for the implementation of the
Convention, as well as the lack of mainstreaming of its provisions into national, regional,
local and sectoral policies, which still reflects a charity and social protection approach
considering persons with disabilities as social care receivers rather than human rights
holders;

b) Variety of disability assessment mechanisms, including separate mechanisms for
children until 16 years old, as well as the variety of definitions of disability, which are not
consistent with the purpose (art. 1) of the Convention, and are all based on a medical-model
disability, using derogatory terminology and vague concepts such as “mental retardation”,
“incapacity to work”, “inability to perform social roles” or “dependent or lacking ability to be
autonomous”;

c) Lack of awareness of professionals and civil servants on the rights of persons with
disabilities and the State Party’s obligations under the Convention;

d) Selective and limited involvement and meaningful consultations with organizations of
persons with disabilities in policy making;

e) Legal provisions promoting prenatal genetic testing as primary prevention of future
impairments of a foetus;

f) Interpretative declaration made to article 12 as well as reservations made to articles
23(1)(a), 23(1)(b) and 25(a) of the Convention and the fact that the State Party has not yet
ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) With the wide participation of organisations of persons with disabilities, develop a
strategy and action plan for implementation of obligations under the Convention, ensuring
the comprehensive paradigm shift from a charity model to the human-rights model of
disability across its national, regional, local and sectoral policies, considering persons with
disabilities as human rights holders;

b) Ensure a disability assessment which fully incorporates a human rights model of
disability and takes a human rights based approach by inter alia:

i. Involving Organisations of persons with disabilities in the design of disability assessment
mechanisms;

ii. Engaging persons with disabilities in generating the information on which disability
assessments are made;

iii. Eliminating multiple methods of assessment;

iv. Making information on assessments requirements accessible and user-friendly.

63


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FPOL%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

c) Eliminate all negative terminology across all existing and drafted regulations and replace
it with a terminology which fully respects the dignity and autonomy of persons with
disabilities;

d) Ensure active and full-scale involvement and meaningful consultations with various
organizations of persons with disabilities, including but not limited to women, children,
refugees and asylum-seekers, LGBT+ persons, persons with psychosocial and/or
intellectual disabilities, with hearing and visual impairments, persons living in rural areas
and persons in need of high level of support, in designing of new laws and strategies to
ensure that legislation complies with the Convention, as well as in the implementation,
monitoring and reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals;

e) Provide trainings to professionals, including judges and law enforcement officials, health
care professionals, teachers as well as personnel working with persons with disabilities to
raise their awareness of the rights under the Convention;

f) Refrain from including information on primary disability prevention in future report, as
primary prevention of impairment is not a measure contributing to the implementation of
the Convention;

g) Consider withdrawing its interpretative declaration and its reservations to the
Convention and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

South Africa (2018)

4. The Committee notes with concern that the concept and assessment procedures of
disability in some national laws still reflects the medical model of disability, particularly in
the South African education system and specifically in the Guidelines on the “Licensing of
Residential and/or Day-care Facilities for Persons with Mental lliness and/or Severe and
Profound Intellectual Disabilities”.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party harmonise and align the concept of
disability in all laws and policies to bring them in line with the human rights model of
disability in the Convention. In particular it is recommended that persons with disabilities,
through their representative organizations, are involved in the design of disability
assessment and that multiple assessment is eliminated, which should reduce the burden
on applicants, and should promote consistency and transparency in assessment.

6. The Committee is concerned about the absence of meaningful consultation and effective
participation mechanisms to ensure that the views, opinions and concerns of persons with
disability, particularly youths, are included in policy formulation, including decision-making
processes, by public authorities both at the national and local level.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish formal mechanisms to ensure effective and meaningful participation and
consultation with persons with disabilities, particularly youths, through their representative
organisations, including their participation in the implementation of the Convention. The
Committee also recommends that the State party provide sufficient budgetary resources
to such organizations.

b) Provide regular training to all public officials involved in the consultation process on non-
discrimination, dignity and respect as well as the right to reasonable accommodation of
persons with disabilities focusing on the human rights based approach to disability.

North Macedonia (2018)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The lack of harmonisation of national legislation, policy and programmes with the
Convention and the persistence of the medical model of disability;

b) The use of different disability assessments and definitions in the legal framework of the
State Party that are not in line with the human rights based model of disability, i.e. in the Law
on Prevention of and Protection from Discrimination (LPPD);
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c) The absence of clear plans, timelines or budgets to ensure the progressive
implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities in consultation with the
organizations of persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends the State party to:

a) Review and ensure conformity with and harmonisation of its legislation and policies with
the Convention;

b) Abolish derogatory terms relating to disability and ensure respect for the dignity of all
persons with disability;

c) Ensure a disability assessment method which fully incorporates the Human rights based
approach to disability and takes the human rights approach by, inter alia:

i. Involving disabled persons’ organisations in the design of disability assessment;

ii. Engaging persons with disability in generating the information on which disability
assessments are made;

ili. Eliminating multiple disability assessments and as a result reduce the burden on
applicants;

iv. Making information on assessment requirements user accessible and user friendly;

v. Frequently reviewing assessment methods.

d) Ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities are meaningfully involved in the
design, evaluation of laws, policies, action plans, timelines and budgets and that their views
be considered prior to adopting decisions related to them.

Haiti (2018)

4. The Committee notes with concern inconsistencies across the State party in the
understanding, adoption and application of the human rights based approach to disability
and its evolving concept. It is particularly concerned that:

a) Despite the de facto incorporation of the Convention into national legislation upon
ratification by the State party, discriminatory legislation on the basis of disability, adopted
before and after the ratification of the Convention, is still applicable;

b) The use of offensive and derogatory terminology when referring to persons with
disabilities in law and practice remains common and without any sanctions;

c) “Disability prevention policies”, included in Chapter Il of the Act on the Inclusion of
Persons with Disabilities (2012) are misunderstood as a measure of implementation of the
Convention and result in discrimination against persons with disabilities.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Initiate a comprehensive cross-cutting review of its legislation and policies to bring them
into line with the Convention and ensure that the legal framework protects persons with
disabilities against discrimination on the grounds of disability;

b) Eliminate the use of offensive and pejorative language when referring to persons with
disabilities;

c) Eliminate all policies which aim at legitimizing the prevention of disability as a measure
of implementation of the Convention;

d) Engage persons with disabilities through their representative organisations and the
national human rights institution in the above processes.

6. The Committee is concerned that:

a) The National Council for the Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities is no longer
operational;

b) The resource allocation of the Office of the Secretary of State for the Integration of
Persons with Disabilities is insufficient to carry out its mandate;

c) Persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, through their
representative organizations are not actively, sufficiently and meaningfully consulted in the
development of laws, public policies, plans of action, and training and awareness-raising
activities in all sectors.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:
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a) Re-establish the National Council for the Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities with
a clear role, mandate and adequate resources;

b) Allocate sufficient human, technical and financial resources to ensure the Office of the
Secretary of State for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities can carry out its mandate;
c) Effectively and meaningfully consult with persons with disabilities through their
representative organizations in the development of all laws, policies and programmes that
include all person with disabilities regardless of age, sex, faith, race, gender identity or
sexual orientation, migrant or other status.

Nepal (2018)

7. The Committee is concerned that the State party tends to adhere to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) definition of disability with a focus on conditions arising from inherent
personal or medical limitations, thereby overlooking interactions with environmental factors.
While the Convention recognizes an evolving concept of disability, the State party appears to
be trapped by the concept of ‘permanent disability’. The Committee is concerned that the
State party still uses a classification of disability that excludes certain groups of persons
with disabilities who do not fall in any of these categories such those who are hard of
hearing. The Committee is also concerned that persons with disabilities from rural areas and
indigenous backgrounds face barriers in accessing disability identity cards.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a human rights model of
disability that stresses human dignity of persons with disabilities and conditions arising
from interactions with various barriers that may hinder their full and effective participation
in society on an equal basis with others. In this regard, the State party should ensure that
the classification of disability is human rights based and does not exclude certain groups
of persons with disabilities. The State party should take appropriate measures to remove
all barriers to ensure that persons with disabilities from rural areas and indigenous
backgrounds have access to disability identity cards.

Oman (2018)

5. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention, as well as other international human rights treaties.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party adopts measures towards ratifying the
Optional Protocol to the Convention and that it consider ratifying or acceding to other
international human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party.

7. The Committee is concerned that:

a) National legislation is not fully in line with the human rights based approach to disability
in accordance with the Convention and that the medical approach to disability reflects a
negative image of persons with disabilities who are presented as individuals unable to fit
into the society;

b) Derogatory terminology concerning persons with disabilities has not yet been eliminated
from all laws, policies and government discourse;

c) Lack of effective consultations involving persons with disabilities, through their
representative organizations, in engaging in human rights advocacy aimed at a better
implementation of the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in consultation with persons with
disabilities and their representative organizations, adopt all measures necessary to ensure
that its legislation, policies and practices are in full compliance with the general principles
and specific provisions of the Convention. In particular, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

a) Undertake a comprehensive legislative and policy review in order to adopt, ensure and
enforce the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability and the full transition to
the human rights model of disability, including with respect to the new Bill for Persons with
Disabilities;
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b) Ensure that derogatory terminology is eliminated from all laws, policies and government
discourse;

c) Establish formal mechanisms for the ongoing and systematic consultation and
participation of persons with disabilities, through their representative organisations, with
sufficient allocation of budgetary resources to promote the meaningful participation of
organisations of persons with disabilities in national affairs and all matters that concern
them, including with respect to the elaboration of the new Bill for Persons with Disabilities;
d) Promote and support the effective participation of organisations of women, children and
youths with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities,
and design mechanisms for the provision of information in accessible formats to persons
with intellectual disabilities.

9. The Committee is concerned at the lack of information from non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) on the State party’'s efforts and challenges in implementing the
Convention. The Committee is also concerned at reports indicating that NGOs operate
within restricted boundaries in the State party.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party continue to consult and expand its
dialogue with civil society organizations working in the area of human rights protection in
particular with respect to persons with disabilities, in connection with the preparation of its
next periodic report. The Committee also recommends that the State party adopt concrete
measures, including by amending the Civil Associations Act (2000) to create and ensure an
enabling environment in which civil society organizations may be established and freely
conduct their activities in line with the Convention, in particular representative
organizations of persons with disabilities.

Russian Federation (2018)

5. The Committee notes that the State Party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State Party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention in a timely manner.

7. The Committee notes that official translation of the term “person with disabilities” into
Russian as “invalidi” does not reflect the human rights model.

8. The Committee recommends that the State Party amend the official translation of the
Convention and use terms in a way that would fully reflect the human rights model.

9. The Committee notes that the State party persistently relies on medical care and
rehabilitation and that there is still focus on creating specialized services which may lead to
segregation. While noting the 2014 Federal Law 419 on the rights of persons with disabilities,
the Committee is concerned about insufficient efforts to harmonize legislation on persons
with disabilities with the Convention and the lack of mechanisms for the implementation of
the existing legislation.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party, in full and effective cooperation with
persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, adopt all necessary
measures to ensure full compliance of legislation with the general principles and specific
provisions in the Convention and its effective implementation. In particular, the Committee
recommends the adoption of measures in matters relating to non-discrimination and to the
full transition to a human rights-based approach of disability and that the State party
engage in mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities and their access to services
within existing systems for their inclusion in the community across all regions of the State
party.

11. The Committee notes with concern insufficiently transparent and comprehensive
framework for ensuring full and effective consultation with representative organizations of
persons with disabilities in adoption, implementation and monitoring of legislation and
policies pertaining to the rights of persons with disabilities.
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12. The Committee recommends that the State Party develop transparent and
comprehensive framework for ensuring full and effective consultation with representative
organizations of persons with disabilities in adoption, implementation and monitoring of
legislation and policies pertaining to the rights of persons with disabilities, including
through setting up funding framework that would ensure independence of such
organisations.

Seychelles (2018)

6. The Committee is seriously concerned about:

a) The delays in the review, repeal and amend existing domestic legislation which is not in
line with the Convention, including: the Constitution, Chapter lll, which still promotes and
defends a medical and welfare model of disability; the Civil Code; and the National Council
for Disabled Persons Act (1994);

b) The lack of a specific act or resolution for domestication of the Convention;

c) Derogatory terminology concerning persons with disabilities in legislation and when
referring to persons with disabilities;

d) The delays in the revision of the National Policy on Disability and in the finalization of the
national plan of action on disability.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Expedite efforts to review all legislation and policies to harmonize them with the
Convention;

b) Take the legal measures necessary to explicitly and fully incorporate all provisions of
the Convention into its national legislation to ensure their direct application by the courts
and administrative decision-making bodies;

c) Promote and defend a human rights model to disability and eliminate the use of all
derogatory language in laws and when referring to persons with disabilities;

d) Expedite the revision of the National Policy on Disability, the finalization of the national
plan of action on disability, and allocate sufficient resources for its implementation.

8. The Committee is concerned that the State party was unable to sufficiently engage with
organizations of persons with disabilities in view of the reporting process. It is also
concerned that:

a) Existing legislation, mainly the National Council for Disabled Persons Act (1994) does not
provide for the effective participation of representative organizations of persons with
disabilities;

b) The National Council for the Disabled has limited involvement and participation of persons
with disabilities and that there is no permanent forum for persons with disabilities to
meaningfully engage and participate in legislative and policy formulation and
implementation;

c) Representative organizations of persons with disabilities receive insufficient support to
carry out their work.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Amend the National Council for Disabled Persons Act (1994) to ensure that persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations are included at all levels of
legislative and policy formulation;

b) Strengthen the involvement and effective consultation and participation of persons with
disabilities in the National Council for the Disabled and adopt measures to establish an
appropriate forum for organizations of persons with disabilities to meaningfully engage and
participate in decision-making processes;

c) Offer appropriate support, including financial support and partnerships, to representative
organizations of persons with disabilities to carry out their work.

10. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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11. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol without
further delay.

Slovenia (2018)

4. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The lack of harmonisation of national legislation, policies, and programmes with the
provisions of the Convention, and the persistence of a paternalistic approach related to
persons with disabilities underpinned by the medical and charity models of disability;

b) The variety of disability definitions not in compliance with the human rights model of
disability, in particular definitions that are derogatory and, point out the ‘unfitness’ of persons
to participate in regular education, independent life and work, on the basis of their
impairment;

c) Inappropriate translation of the Convention into Slovenian language;

d) The lack of consultations with organisations of persons with disabilities aimed at ensuring
their meaningful involvement in the design and implementation of disability-related
legislation and programmes; as well as about the reported undermined autonomy,
impartiality and financial sustainability of the Foundation for the Financing of Disability and
Humanitarian Organizations;

e) The lack of awareness, among decision-makers of the executive and legislatives branches
as well as among professional and administrative staff, about the obligations of the State
party under the Convention, in all areas of life.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Conduct a review of its national legislation, policies and programmes and bring them into
line with the provisions of the Convention; including the various definitions of disability in
legislation and align it with the human rights model of disability;

b) Review the current official translation of the Convention to Slovenian with a view to
ensure the accuracy in all accessible formats;

c) Ensure the timely, thorough and full consultations with representative organisations of
persons with disabilities in all stages of decision-making processes, particularly when
designing, implementing and monitoring disability-related legislation, programmes and
measures, pursuant to the rights enshrined in the Convention. The State party should
ensure the impartiality, as well as autonomy and sustainable funding of the Foundation for
the Financing of Disability and Humanitarian Organizations for the promotion and
implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities, in line with the Convention;

d) Provide duty-bearers at regional and national levels, including members of the National
Assembly and government, judges and court staff, health care professionals, social
workers, staff responsible for the provision of mobility aids and other administrative and
professional staff with training on the rights of persons with disabilities and the State
party’s obligations under the Convention. The State party should develop such training, in
close cooperation and collaboration with the representative organisations of persons with
disabilities.

Sudan (2018)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The definition of disability in national legislation, in particular in the National Persons with
Disabilities Act of 2017, not including psychosocial disability;

b) The insufficient harmonization of domestic laws with the Convention;

c) The limited effective involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in decision-
making processes affecting them;

d) The absence of clear plans, timelines or budgets to ensure the progressive
implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:
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a) Review the National Persons with Disabilities Act of 2017 to include psychosocial
disability in the definition of disability;

b) Establish a calendar for the harmonization of legislation with the Convention;

c) Ensure that representative organizations of person with disabilities are meaningfully
involved in the design, implementation and evaluation of laws, policies and action plans
and their views be considered prior to adopting decisions related to them,;

d) Develop, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, plans, timelines
and budgets to ensure the implementation of the Convention in the State party.

Latvia (2017)

6.The Committee is concerned that:

a) There is a deficient-oriented approach to disability assessment, which is based on the
medical model and which focuses on incapacity to work;

b) Children with an intellectual or hearing disability whose impairment is not deemed severe
enough by the Medical Disability Commission may not be entitled to receive official disability
status and the consequent financial and other State support;

c¢) The National Council on Disability Affairs lacks decision-making authority to implement
policies on the rights of persons with disabilities and fails to ensure the meaningful
participation of its representative organizations;

d) The concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal design are not explicitly or
comprehensively defined in legislation, mainstreamed into municipal regulations or enforced
through monitoring mechanisms;

e) The representative organizations of persons with disabilities are insufficiently funded to
support the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure that disability determination is based on a human rights model of disability,
includes an assessment of the needs, will and preferences of the individuals concerned,
with particular attention being paid to children with an intellectual and hearing disability,
and focuses on the elimination of barriers and the promotion of the full and effective
participation of persons with disabilities in society;

b) Enhance the decision-making capacity of the National Council on Disability Affairs to
design, coordinate and evaluate disability-related policies across all sectors and levels of
the public administration at the national and local levels, through meaningful cooperation
with representative organizations of persons with disabilities;

c) Assess the effectiveness of the action plan on the implementation of the Convention
(2015-2017) after its expiration and establish a new action plan with clear benchmarks and
indicators, in close consultation with representative organizations of persons with
disabilities;

d) Mainstream the full concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal design in all
relevant national and municipal legislation, policies and regulations, and ensure their
effective implementation through monitoring;

e) Provide adequate funding for activities, projects and programmes that are designed and
implemented by representative organizations of persons with disabilities for the
enhancement of their rights.

Luxembourg (2017)

6.The Committee is concerned that disability continues to be defined in laws, policies and
practices using a medical approach. It is also concerned that the different assessment
criteria for the eligibility of services continue to focus on the degree of impairment of persons
and result in exclusion, particularly of persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities.
It is further concerned that the national plan of action to implement the Convention comes
to an end in 2017 despite the lack of implementation of some of its foreseen measures.
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7. The Committee recommends that the State party revise and amend all laws, policies and
practices relating to the provision of services in accordance with the principles enshrined
in the Convention, and that it establish criteria, for both social protection measures and
access to services, in line with the human rights model of disability. It also recommends
that the State party expedite the implementation of the national plan of action.

8.The Committee is concerned about the lack of a permanent coordinating mechanism
equipped with sufficient human and financial resources to ensure coherence in the
implementation of the Convention. It is also concerned about the lack of systematic
consultations with persons with disabilities through their representative organizations, in the
development of policies and decisions that affect them directly.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party take measures to increase cooperation
and coherence on matters related to disability, that it establish a systematic mechanism to
effectively and meaningfully consult with persons with disabilities through their
representative organizations in the development of all laws, policies and programmes, and
that it ensure that a broad range of persons with disabilities, through their representative
organizations, participate meaningfully in an inclusive and accessible manner in public
decision-making processes that affect them.

Montenegro (2017)

6.The Committee is concerned that progress in bringing national legislation into full
compliance with the Convention and replacing the current medical model of disability with a
human rights-based approach has been largely insufficient. The Committee is also
concerned that there are no clear and identifiable budget lines within the public budgets for
the implementation of laws, policies and programmes for the implementation of the rights
of persons with disabilities, particularly for the implementation of the Strategy for the
Integration of Persons with Disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a human rights-based approach
to disability in all its laws, policies and measures. It also recommends that the State party
educate and raise the awareness of its policymakers, professionals and the public in
general on the rights of persons with disabilities enshrined in the Convention and its
Optional Protocol. It further recommends that the State party:

a) Continue its efforts to regularly review existing and draft legislation in regular and fully
accessible consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative
organizations and ensure that disability rights impact assessments form an integral part of
the legislative process;

b) Allocate identifiable, sufficient, coherent and continuous budget resources to the
development and implementation of laws, policies and strategies that are relevant for the
implementation of the Convention, including the Strategy for the Integration of Persons
with Disabilities.

8.The Committee is concerned about the lack of regular and sustainable financial support
for organizations of persons with disabilities, particularly at the local level. It is also
concerned about the lack of a transparent and efficiently structured mechanism for regular
consultation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party provide adequate and sustainable
financial resources to organizations of persons with disabilities. It also recommends that
the State party ensure effective participation of and consultation with organizations of
persons with disabilities, including those representing women with disabilities, children
with disabilities, persons with hearing impairments and the deaf, and persons with
psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities at the national and local levels through
transparent frameworks in relation to law and policymaking.
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Morocco (2017)

6.The Committee notes with concern that the concept of disability in various national laws,
adopted before the ratification of the Convention, is contrary to the human rights model of
the Convention. It also notes the prevalence of the medical approach, focusing mainly on the
prevention of impairments and on health treatment or attention that is not in line with the
recognition of persons with disabilities as human-rights holders.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party harmonize and update the definitions
of disability in the various laws and policies and bring them into line with the human rights
model of disability set out in the Convention.

8.The Committee is concerned that Framework Law 97-13 on the promotion and protection
of the rights of persons with disabilities does not specify the time frame for its entry into
force and protects only persons with disabilities who hold a valid “disability card”. It is also
concerned that the law fails to include measures to protect persons with psychosocial
and/or intellectual disabilities and persons with disabilities belonging to minority, ethnic and
linguistic groups and those who are refugees and asylum seekers.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Revise Framework Law 97-13 to bring it into line with the Convention and adopt specific
measures to protect all persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial
and/or intellectual disabilities and persons with disabilities belonging to national, ethnic,
religious and/or linguistic minorities, such as Amazigh, black people, migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers, and specify the time frame for its entry into force;

b) Include all persons with disabilities in the process of developing its public policies and
plans of action in the area of disability aimed at implementing its obligations under article
4 (1) (c) and eliminate any distinction between persons with disabilities who are holders of
disability cards and those who are not.

10.The Committee is concerned about the absence of effective participation and
consultation mechanisms aimed at ensuring that opinions, concerns and proposals of
organizations of persons with disabilities are adequately included in the process of enacting
legislation and in processes of decision-making by public authorities at the national and local
levels.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish mechanisms to ensure effective and meaningful participation and consultation
of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations and on a regular
basis, and that sufficient budgetary resources be provided to promote their meaningful
participation;

b) Promote and support the participation of organizations of women, children and young
people with disabilities and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, and
design mechanisms for and information about consultation processes in accessible
formats for persons with intellectual disabilities.

Panama (2017)

6.The Committee notes with concern that the medical model of disability continues to be
applied in the State party and that legislation and public policies and programmes have not
been aligned with the human rights model of disability established in the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a plan to amend, repeal, reform
and/or adopt laws and policies with a view to recognizing persons with disabilities as fully-
fledged rights holders, in keeping with the Convention.

8.The Committee notes that the criteria for classifying disabilities are not standardized or in
line with the principles of the Convention, in that they are based on the impairment in
question and do not take into account the barriers that persons with disabilities face.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party review its criteria for the classification
and certification of disabilities and ensure that they reflect a human-rights-based
approach.
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10.The Committee is concerned that consultation with persons with disabilities is not a
mandatory step prior to the adoption of policies and programmes that affect them.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party implement the coordination
mechanism provided for in Act No. 15 of 2016 and ensure ongoing consultation, through
the appropriate organizations, with persons with disabilities, including children with
disabilities, in rural and urban areas and in indigenous regions concerning the adoption of
laws and policies and other issues of relevance to them.

12.The Committee is concerned at the limited economic, material and human resources
available for the implementation of the National Strategic Plan.

13. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the provision of sufficient
economic, material and human resources for the implementation of the National Strategic
Plan.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (2017)

6.The Committee welcomes the information about the support of the Government of the
State party to the Crown Dependencies and Overseas Territories for the extension of the
Convention. However, it observes with concern:

a) The insufficient incorporation and uneven implementation of the Convention across all
policy areas and levels within all regions, devolved governments and territories under its
jurisdiction and/or control;

b) The lack of consistency across the State party in the understanding of, adapting to and
applying the human rights model of disability and its evolving concept of disability;

c) The absence of a comprehensive and cross-cutting review of the State party’s legislation
and policies, including within the devolved governments, in order to harmonize legal content
and practice with the Convention;

d) The existing laws, regulations and practices that discriminate against persons with
disabilities;

e) The lack of information on policies, programmes and measures that will be put in place
by the State party to protect persons with disabilities from being negatively affected when
article 50 of the Treaty on European Union is triggered.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Incorporate the Convention into its legislation, recognizing access to domestic remedies
for breaches of the Convention, and adopt an appropriate and comprehensive response to
the obligations enshrined in the Convention in its policies and programmes across the State
party, including all devolved governments;

b) Strengthen its efforts to extend the Convention and support its implementation in the
Overseas Territories;

c¢) Adopt legally binding instruments to implement the concept of disability, in line with
article 1 of the Convention, and ensure that new and existing legislation incorporates the
human rights model of disability across all policy areas and all levels and regions of all
devolved governments and jurisdictions and/or territories under its control;

d) Undertake a comprehensive cross-cutting review of its legislation and policies to bring
them into line with article 1 of the Convention, and ensure that the legal framework protects
persons with disabilities against discrimination on the grounds of disability. The State party
should involve organizations of persons with disabilities and national human rights
institutions in this process;

e) Expedite the process to develop a measurable strategic framework and plan of action,
with sufficient financial resources, aimed at abolishing laws, regulations, customs and
practices that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities and ensuring the
equal protection of persons with disabilities;

f) Prevent any negative consequences for persons with disabilities resulting from the
decision to trigger article 50 of the Treaty on European Union, in close consultation with
organizations of persons with disabilities.
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8.The Committee is concerned at the lack of State party-led initiatives aimed at assessing
and sufficiently addressing the inclusion of and living conditions for persons with disabilities,
particularly in Northern Ireland and the territories under its jurisdiction and/or control.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party collect information and adopt a
strategic and measurable plan of action for improving the living conditions of all persons
with disabilities, including in close cooperation with the authorities in Northern Ireland and
the territories under its jurisdiction and/or control.

10.The Committee is concerned about:

a) The challenges facing organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations
representing women, children and intersex persons with disabilities, in accessing support
and being consulted and actively involved in the implementation of the Convention;

b) The lack of sufficient mechanisms to ensure the effective participation of all organizations
of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes concerning policies and legislation
in all areas of the Convention, such as the strategy entitled “Fulfilling Potential: making it
happen”.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Allocate financial resources to support organizations representing persons with
disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, and develop mechanisms to
ensure the inclusive, strategic and active involvement of organizations of persons with
disabilities, including women, children and intersex persons, in the planning and
implementation of all legislation and measures that affect the lives of persons with
disabilities;

b) Establish mechanisms to secure the full participation of organizations of persons with
disabilities in the design and implementation of strategic policies aimed at implementing
the Convention across the State party, through objective, measurable, financed and
monitored strategic action plans.

Armenia (2017)

5. The Committee is concerned about:

a) The insufficient and selective consultation of representative organizations of persons with
disabilities, including the lack of appropriate support and reasonable accommodation, when
drafting disability-related legislation, policies, strategies and action plans;

b) The use of the concepts of prevention and treatment of disability in the revised
Constitution (art. 48) and in the newly adopted comprehensive plan for 2017-2021 on social
inclusion of persons with disabilities;

c) The fact that the draft law on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and
their social inclusion is not in line with the Convention, including the concept of disability,
and provides for the prevention and treatment of disability and for legal incapacity;

d) The fact that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention;
e) The medically based determination of disability, which relies on impairments without
considering social barriers and individual requirements for social participation;

f) The lack of awareness of public servants working with persons with disabilities regarding
the rights of those persons;

g) The lack of concrete, effective and transparent measures taken by the National
Commission for Persons with Disabilities to implement the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Take the measures necessary to ensure the full and equal involvement of persons with
disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the process of decision-making
for and drafting of all disability-related legislation, policies, strategies and action plans. The
State party should also provide appropriate support and reasonable accommodation to
ensure the participation of representatives of all persons with disabilities, including women,
children, refugees and asylum seekers, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons,
persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, persons with hearing and visual
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impairments, persons living with HIV/AIDS, persons living in rural areas and persons in
need of a high level of support, in consultation processes;

b) Review its legislation and plans referring to the prevention and treatment of disability
and align them with the human rights-based model of disability;

c) Review the draft law on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and their
social inclusion to ensure that it is in line with the Convention and the Committee’s general
comments;

d) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention;

e) Adopt a human rights-based concept of disability and ensure that disability
determination focuses on the barriers to the social participation of persons with disabilities
and refers to individual requirements, will and preferences;

f) Provide regular training for public servants working with persons with disabilities,
including teachers, law enforcement officers, judges, lawyers and medical staff, on the
rights of persons with disabilities;

g) Enhance the capacity of the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities to ensure
intersectoral coordination and implementation of disability-related actions in public
policies.

Bosnia and Herzegovina (2017)

6. The Committee is concerned about the lack of transparent procedures and legislation
regarding the consultations with organizations of persons with disabilities. It is also
concerned about the lack of structured financial support and capacity-building for these
organizations, particularly at the local level.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt formal and transparent
mechanisms for regular consultations with organizations of persons with disabilities,
including those representing women and children with disabilities, persons who are deaf or
hard of hearing, and persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, in all entities
and cantons. The Committee also recommends that the State party provide sufficient and
regular financial resources to such organizations.

8. The Committee is concerned that there is no human rights-based concept of disability
across the entities and cantons of the State party that is in line with the Convention. It is also
concerned at the lack of efforts to revise the existing legislation and to bring it into full
compliance with the Convention, bearing in mind the provisions of article 4 (5) of the
Convention.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a harmonized human rights-
based concept of disability in accordance with the Convention. It also recommends that the
State party review its existing and draft laws in regular consultation with organizations of
persons with disabilities.

Canada (2017)

7. The Committee is concerned about the State party’s reservation, which it continues to
uphold, to article 12 of the Convention, preserving substitute decision-making practices. The
reservation contradicts the object and purpose of the Convention as enshrined in article 1
and prevents the State party from fully implementing and addressing all human rights of
persons with disabilities in compliance with the human rights model of disability.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party withdraw its declaration and
reservation to article 12 (4) of the Convention and carry out a process to bring into line with
the Convention federal, provincial and territorial legislation that allows for the deprivation
of legal capacity of persons with disabilities. The Committee encourages the State party,
in doing so, to consider the criteria set out in the Committee’s general comment No. 1
(2014) on equal recognition before the law.

9. The Committee notes with concern:
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a) That the provisions of the Convention have yet to be appropriately incorporated into
legislation and policies across sectors and levels of government;

b) The uneven application of the Convention and the Committee’s jurisprudence by the
judiciary and law enforcement officials, including the police;

¢) The lack of legislation and public policies to protect the rights of persons with disabilities
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or intersex.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Take leadership in convening provinces and territories in order to ensure a pan-Canadian
approach to implementation and enact a comprehensive national action plan for
implementing the Convention in collaboration with provincial and territorial governments
and in consultation with persons with disabilities through their representative
organizations. The State party should ensure that such an action plan includes benchmarks
and a time frame for its implementation;

b) Set up a mechanism aimed at ensuring that legislation at the provincial and territorial
levels that is to be updated further includes specific measures to implement the obligations
of the State party under the Convention;

c¢) Strengthen the human, financial and technical resources of the Office for Disability
Issues at the federal level and ensure appropriate formal and permanent mechanisms for
coordination with provincial and territorial governments;

d) Raise awareness among and develop capacity-building programmes for the judiciary and
law enforcement officials about the Convention as a legally enforceable human rights
instrument, the human rights model of disability and its principles, and the jurisprudence
of the Committee, including its general comments and its Views on individual
communications adopted, and inquiry procedures undertaken, under the Optional Protocol.
11. The Committee takes note of the consultations undertaken with Canadians, including
Canadians with disabilities and their organizations, to inform the development of planned
federal accessibility, as well as the promotion of organizations of persons with disabilities
and their advocacy work at the national and international levels. However, the Committee is
concerned about the absence of formal, recorded consultations on comprehensive plans for
the implementation of the Convention, and about the absence of information on
mechanisms to foster the leadership and participation of organizations of persons with
intellectual disabilities and children with disabilities in consultations.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish formal and permanent mechanisms for consulting with organizations of
persons with disabilities in an effective and result-oriented manner at all levels of
administration relating to the comprehensive implementation of the Convention;

b) Take measures, including specific budget allocations, to strengthen the advocacy roles
of organizations of persons with disabilities, including organizations of women with
disabilities, children with disabilities, persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual
disabilities and persons with neurodegenerative conditions, including Alzheimer's,
dementia and multiple sclerosis.

Cyprus (2017)

5. The Committee notes with concern that the State party’s national legislation has not fully
incorporated a human rights-based approach to disability in line with the Convention, in
particular its articles 1 and 3.

6. The Committee urges the State party to adopt and implement a human rights- based
approach to disability and to review all laws and policies accordingly in collaboration with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities in line with article 4 (3) of the
Convention.

7. While noting the existence of a law regulating the obligation of public services to consult
with the Confederation of the Disabled People Organization, the Committee remains
concerned about the insufficient financial and other resources provided to and inadequate
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collaboration with representative organizations of persons with disabilities regarding all
disability-related issues. The Committee is also concerned by the absence of a
representative organization of persons with intellectual disabilities. Furthermore, the
Committee is concerned that contributions by representative organizations of persons with
disabilities into national decision-making processes are not acknowledged appropriately.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party urgently, effectively and substantially
increase the support to, collaboration with and impact of all representative organizations
of persons with disabilities in capacity-building and in cross-sectoral development,
implementation and monitoring of policies, laws and programmes. It also recommends that
the State party provide support for the creation of a representative organization of persons
with intellectual disabilities.

9. The Committee is concerned about the very weak implementation of the National
Disability Action Plan (2013-2015).

10. The Committee recommends that the State party, in collaboration with representative
organizations of persons with disabilities, adopt a new National Disability Action Plan and
allocate adequate funding to its implementation.

Honduras (2017)

5. El Comité observa con preocupacion que se mantengan en la legislacion, las politicas y
los programas publicos, disposiciones sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad
y terminologia peyorativa, que no estan armonizadas con el modelo de discapacidad basado
en los derechos humanos establecido en la Convencién. Asimismo, le preocupa al Comité
que el proyecto de ley de reformas a la Ley de Equidad y Desarrollo Integral para las Personas
con Discapacidad contiene disposiciones de caracter muy general, y que actualmente dicho
proyecto de ley se encuentra en dictamen de la Comision de Equidad de Género del
Congreso Nacional.

6. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un plan para la revision, derogacion,
reforma y/o adopcion de legislacion y politicas, con el objeto de reconocer a las personas
con discapacidad como sujetos plenos de derechos humanos en armonia con la
Convencion y de eliminar toda terminologia peyorativa. Asimismo, recomienda la
aprobacion definitiva de la actualizaciéon de la Ley de Equidad y Desarrollo Integral para las
Personas con Discapacidad, tomando en cuenta las observaciones presentadas por la
Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos en
Honduras en febrero de 2017.

7. Preocupa al Comité el rango de la Direccion General de Desarrollo para las Personas con
Discapacidad, que es tan solo un programa de la Subsecretaria de Estado de Desarrollo e
Inclusion Social, mas ahora que se fusion6 con la Direccion General del Adulto Mayor, que
ejecuta el programa Honduras para Todos.

8. El Comité recomienda que el Estado parte vele por que la Direccion General de Desarrollo
para las Personas con Discapacidad sea una entidad nacional permanente, y le asigne
recursos humanos y financieros suficientes y especificos para llevar a cabo su mandato.
9. El Comité observa con preocupacion que ni la definicion de discapacidad ni los criterios
para calificarla no estan estandarizados ni en armonia con los principios de la Convencion.
10. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que armonice la definicion de discapacidad con
la Convencion y los criterios para su certificacion, con el fin de crear un sistema de
certificacion de la capacidad que refleje un modelo basado en los derechos humanos de
las personas con discapacidad.

11. Al Comité le preocupa que las consultas a personas con discapacidad no sean
vinculantes en la adopcién de politicas y programas que les afectan y que no se garantiza la
participacion en el Consejo Consultivo creado mediante Decreto Legislativo num. 160- 2005.
12. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un mecanismo vinculante de
consultas permanentes a personas con discapacidad a través de sus organizaciones,
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incluyendo a nifios y nifias con discapacidad, en la adopcion de legislacion, politicas y otros
asuntos de su pertinencia y que se garanticen las sesiones del Consejo Consultivo.

Iran (Islamic Republic of) (2017)

6. The Committee notes with concern the general reservation made by the State party upon
its accession to the Convention, and the lack of awareness among public authorities and
society about the Convention. It is also concerned about the absence of information on
whether and when the State party will ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Withdraw its reservation to the Convention;

b) Disseminate the Convention and the Committee’s general comments among the
Government, ministries, members of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the judiciary, law
enforcement officers, religious and community leaders, so as to create awareness of
persons with disabilities’ dignity and rights;

c) Carry out dialogue with religious and community leaders about the compatibility between
Islamic laws with the Convention; and

d) Take measures aimed at signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention.
8. The Committee notes with concern that:

a) The State party understands disability as a health condition or ‘disorder’ which is
‘continuous’ or ‘considerable’ (See CRPD/C/IRN/1 para.13), and prioritizes the prevention of
impairment, medical treatment, and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities;

b) The legislation and policy measures entail ‘charity’, ‘care’ and ‘welfare’ towards persons
with disabilities rather than recognising them as rights-holders; and

c) The legislation contains derogatory language such as the terms ‘mentally ill', ‘insane’
and/or ‘retarded’.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Bring its legislation, particularly the Comprehensive Legislation on the Protection of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2004) into line with the Convention, based on the human
rights model of disability and repeal derogatory terminology against persons with
disabilities, including in the New Criminal Code;

b) Ensure that the State Welfare Organization (SWO) recognises the evolving concept of
disability, as a result of the interaction between any type of impairment and barriers that
impede full participation of persons with disabilities in society;

c¢) Withdraw article 90 of the Sixth Development Plan of Iran that provides for compulsory
premarital genetic examination and consultation to prevent the birth of children with
disabilities; and

d) Reaffirm the right of all persons with disabilities to found a family, to marry, and to
exercise their sexual and reproductive rights.

10. The Committee notes with concern the lack of mechanisms to consult with organizations
of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes concerning the implementation of
the Convention. It is also concerned about the lack of information about support to the work
and advocacy of these organizations.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure meaningful consultation with and participation of representative organizations of
persons with disabilities in an independent manner, including organizations of women and
children with disabilities, in the development and implementation of the Convention and
ensuring that they can access financial resources to advocate for human rights; and

b) Ensure that representative organizations of persons with disabilities engage freely with
international mechanisms regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, including in the
periodic examination of State party reports by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Development Agenda and
Sustainable Development Goals.
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Jordan (2017)

5. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention in a timely manner.

7. The Committee is concerned that, contrary to the Convention, national legislation contains
provisions that are discriminatory to persons with disabilities, including articles 127 and 128
of the Civil Code (Law No. 43 of 1976), article 467 of the Criminal Code (Law No. 16 of 1960),
articles 12, 206, 211 and 212 of the Personal Status Law (No. 36 of 2010) and articles 2, 4
and 12 of the Nationality Law (No. 6 of 1954). The Committee is also concerned that the
draft law on the rights of persons with disabilities does not contain clear criteria for
meaningful participation of organizations representing persons with disabilities in the Higher
Council for Persons with Disabilities.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in a timely manner:

a) Ensure that the provisions of the draft law on the rights of persons with disabilities are
harmonized with the Convention, that legal sanctions for non- compliance are provided for
and that increased and meaningful participation of organizations representing persons with
disabilities is guaranteed in accordance with article 4 (3) of the Convention, prior to
adopting it;

b) Repeal all legislative provisions that are discriminatory on the grounds of disability,
including articles 127 and 128 of the Civil Code (Law No. 43 of 1976), article 467 of the
Criminal Code (Law No. 16 of 1960), articles 12, 206, 211 and 212 of the Personal Status
Law (No. 36 of 2010) and articles 2, 4 and 12 of the Nationality Law (No. 6 of 1954); and
ensure the consistent application of the concept of persons with disabilities in line with
articles 1 and 3 of the Convention as well as make explicit reference to the barriers faced
by persons with disabilities;

c) Revise the title and purpose of the card that is issued exclusively to persons with
disabilities and ensure that its use is compliant with the Convention.

9. The Committee notes with concern that a new national strategy for persons with
disabilities has not yet been adopted to replace the previous strategy that expired in 2015.
10. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Adopt a new national strategy for persons with disabilities and a related action plan and
ensure that the financial, technical and human resources necessary for its implementation
are allocated to it;

b) Clarify the mechanisms that are responsible for its implementation and monitoring and
ensure the full participation of organizations representing persons with disabilities.

Republic of Moldova (2017)

6. The Committee is concerned that a medical approach to disability still persists and is
widespread in the State party, as reflected in its legal framework and the medical
assessment of disability, including in the determination of the working capacity of persons
with disabilities. The Committee is also concerned that:

a) Disability policies and strategies and their implementation fall mainly within the remit of
the Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family and lack operative mechanisms to
facilitate coordination among different government sectors and consultation with
organizations of persons with disabilities;

b) The concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal design are not implemented,
partly due to a lack of secondary legislation and monitoring mechanisms;

c¢) The State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to move towards a
human rights-based approach to disability and to ensure that disability determination
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focuses on the barriers to the social participation of persons with disabilities and refers to
individual requirements, will and preferences. It also recommends that the State party:

a) Ensure effective government mechanisms for intersectoral coordination of disability-
related actions in public policies and strategies, both as stand-alone and cross-cutting
responsibilities of the State party and for systematic and meaningful consultations with
different types of organizations of persons with disabilities throughout its territory;

b) Provide training on the concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal design to
public servants and adopt the legislative, administrative and other measures necessary to
ensure their implementation across all sectors;

c) Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

8. The Committee is concerned about the human rights situation of Roma persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, who are living in extreme poverty and are
vulnerable to marginalization as a result of intersecting forms of discrimination. It is also
concerned that the insufficient allocation of resources to protect and promote the rights of
Roma persons with disabilities places them at a high risk of human trafficking.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party include a disability perspective in the
implementation of the Roma plan of action 2016-2020 and its funding. It also recommends
that the State party develop and implement programmes addressing poverty and the
exclusion of Roma persons with disabilities, particularly focusing on children, to address
their human rights situation and eliminate intersecting forms of discrimination.

Bolivia (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that the Constitution does not recognize persons with
disabilities as full holders of all human rights, but rather considers them as in need of
protection.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party review its entire legislation, including
the Constitution, with a view to adopting laws that recognize persons with disabilities as
full holders of all human rights.

7. The Committee is concerned that the criteria used in certifying disability continue to reflect
the medical model and take no account of the barriers facing persons with disabilities or of
the human rights-based model. It is also concerned that the procedure for obtaining a
certificate of disability is complicated and expensive for the majority of persons with
disabilities, especially those living in rural areas and indigenous communities, with the result
that disability is vastly underreported.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party amend the criteria for certification of
disability to reflect the social, human rights-based model of disability, and that it make the
procedure accessible, simple and free of charge for all persons with disabilities.

9. The Committee notes with concern the lack of consultation with organizations that
represent persons with disabilities, including organizations of women and girls with
disabilities and those that represent the interests of children. The Committee is further
concerned that there is no established mechanism for such consultations when adopting
legislation and policies or taking other decisions relevant to persons with disabilities. It is
also concerned that the nine seats for civil society on the National Committee for Persons
with Disabilities have not been filled.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt mechanisms for open, broad-
based and democratic consultation with representative organizations of persons with
disabilities, including those representing women and girls with disabilities and those
representing the interests of children with disabilities, in connection with the adoption of
policies and formulation of laws and when taking other decisions relevant to them. It also
urges the State party to finish setting up the National Committee for Persons with
Disabilities, so as to encourage the broad, democratic participation of independent
organizations of persons with disabilities and other civil society organizations, and to
consult organizations of persons with disabilities in accordance with Act No. 223.
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Colombia (2016)

4. The Committee is concerned that the State party still has not ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention.

5. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

6. The Committee is concerned that the legislation and case law on the institutionalization
of persons on the basis of disability, forced sterilization and procedures that restrict legal
capacity have not been brought into line with the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a plan for the review and
amendment of all legislation that includes the immediate repeal of provisions that restrict
the full recognition of the legal capacity of persons with disabilities, including Acts Nos.
1306 (2009) and 1412 (2010), as well as the Civil Code, the Criminal Code and procedural
laws.

8. The Committee is concerned that derogatory terminology continues to be used in laws,
case law, regulations and official documents to refer to persons with disabilities, particularly
those with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party remove all derogatory language that
undermines the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee is concerned about the lack of processes for the extensive and
accessible consultation of organizations of persons with disabilities in adopting policies and
other matters affecting them, and about the fact that their views are not reflected in the
decisions adopted. It is concerned that the National Disability System does not provide the
necessary resources to promote the effective participation of organizations of persons with
disabilities and that the accreditation procedures for such participation are complicated and
expensive, especially in rural and remote areas. It is also concerned that not all the seats
designated for civil society representatives on the National Council for Persons with
Disabilities have been filled.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish and strengthen mechanisms for extensive and democratic consultation of
organizations of persons with disabilities, including those that represent women and
children and older persons with disabilities, and indigenous and Afro-Colombian persons
with disabilities, when adopting policies and other matters that concern them, take into
account the results of such consultations and reflect them in the decisions adopted;

b) Make accreditation procedures accessible, simple and quick for representatives of
organizations of persons with disabilities at all levels of the National Disability System;

c) Facilitate the appointment of representatives of organizations of persons with
disabilities to the National Council for Persons with Disabilities.

12. The Committee is concerned that the single register for locating and classifying persons
with disabilities uses criteria based on the medical model of disability for the purposes of
calculating pension and social assistance benefits. It is also concerned that to date only 2.59
per cent of the total population has been registered.

13. The Committee recommends that the State party review the criteria used for the single
register for locating and classifying persons with disabilities and that it bring them into line
with the human rights model of disability. It also recommends that the State party redouble
its efforts to expand the register of persons with disabilities, especially in rural areas and
the most remote locations. The Committee also recommends that it take steps to ensure
data reliability and to update the data on a regular basis.

Ethiopia (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that legislation and policies continue to employ derogatory

terms to refer to persons with disabilities such as “insane”, “infirm” and “deaf-mute”.
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6. The Committee recommends that the State party eliminate the use of all derogatory
language to refer to persons with disabilities and ensure that all existing and new laws and
regulations, and definitions used therein, comply with the human rights-based model of
disability in accordance with the Convention.

7. The Committee is further concerned that persons with disabilities and their representative
organizations are not systematically consulted in the development of all policies and laws,
training and awareness-raising across all sectors, and that restrictions to foreign donor
funding of disability rights hinder the liberty of association of persons with disabilities.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure systematic and meaningful
consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities in the development of all
policies and laws, training and awareness-raising across all sectors, including in the
implementation of the National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities 2012-2021, and
that the State party ensure the independence of association of persons with disabilities and
their representative organizations.

Guatemala (2016)

7. The Committee is concerned by the fact that the State party has not yet ratified the Second
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty.

8. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty.

9. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not established a procedure for
certifying degree of disability and that assessments are made on the basis of a medical and
charity-based approach.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party define the criteria for assessing the
degree of a person’s disability in accordance with the human rights principles enshrined in
the Convention and establish appropriate regulation in its legislation and policies. It also
recommends that the State party ensure that all persons with disabilities are able to obtain
a disability certificate free of charge, so as to facilitate the assessment process in rural and
remote areas.

11. The Committee notes that the State party has not yet conducted a cross-cutting review
of its legislation with a view to bringing it into line with the Convention and that laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constitute serious discrimination against persons
with disabilities continue to be implemented.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party conduct a comprehensive, cross-
cutting review of its legislation and policies in order to align them with the Convention. In
addition, the Committee recommends that the State party expedite the process of approval
of Framework Bill No. 5125 on disability, which provides a response in line with the
Convention.

13. The Committee notes with concern that persons with disabilities, especially women,
children and indigenous peoples, are subject to serious forms of discrimination. The
Committee is also concerned by the fact that the National Disability Policy is not being
effectively implemented by all of the ministries and public institutions concerned. It is also
concerned by the lack of consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities to
ensure the allocation of the necessary resources and the introduction of an implementation
schedule and monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.

14. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the effective implementation
of its National Disability Policy by all ministries and public institutions concerned, allocate
the necessary resources and establish an implementation schedule and a monitoring
mechanism, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities. The Committee
also recommends that the State party mainstream disability and allocate the necessary
resources to the National Development Plan, K'atun nuestra Guatemala 2032, ensuring that
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persons with disabilities participate in the urban and rural development councils that are
responsible for monitoring its implementation. In addition, the Committee recommends
that a national policy be drawn up on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against
persons with disabilities, in accordance with the Convention.

ltaly (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that there are multiple definitions of disability across sectors
and regions leading to disparity in access to support and services. Furthermore, disability
continues to be defined through a medical perspective, and the revised concept of disability,
as proposed by the National Observatory on the Status of Persons with Disabilities, is not
aligned to the Convention and lacks binding legislation at both the national and regional
levels.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a concept of disability in line with
the Convention and ensure legislation is enacted that incorporates the new concept in a
homogeneous manner across all levels and regions of government and territories.

7. The Committee is concerned about the lack of consultation with persons with disabilities
through their representative organizations and by the fact that the National Observatory on
the Status of Persons with Disabilities is not a permanent consultative body. It is also
concerned by the failure to prioritize the input of organizations of persons with disabilities
by treating all stakeholder views equally and thereby limiting the input of persons with
disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, in direct decision-making
processes.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party establish a permanent consultative
body that effectively and meaningfully consults with persons with disabilities through their
representative organizations in the development of all laws, policies and programmes, and
that it ensure that a broad range of persons with disabilities that reflect the diversity of
people’s backgrounds, including age, sex, faith, race, sexual orientation, migrant status and
impairment groups, meaningfully participate in an inclusive and accessible manner in direct
decision-making processes that affect the lives of persons with disabilities at all levels and
within all sectors of the State party.

United Arab Emirates (2016)

5. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention. It also notes that the State party has not ratified other international human rights
treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention as soon as possible and that it consider ratifying the international human rights
treaties to which it is not yet a party, in particular the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families and the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

7. The Committee is concerned that:

a) Legislation on persons with disabilities dates from before the ratification of the
Convention, has not been harmonized with the latter and does not reflect the human rights
model of disability;

b) The definition of disability in Federal Act No. 29 of 2006 as amended by Federal Act No.
14 of 2009 is not in accordance with the criteria and principles set out in articles 1 to 3 of the
Convention;
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c) Derogatory terminology concerning persons with disabilities has not yet been eliminated
from all laws, policies and government discourse;

d) Insufficient measures have been taken to ensure implementation of the Convention at the
local level throughout the State party;

e) There is a heavy focus on creating specialized solutions that lead to the segregation of
persons with disabilities.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in consultation with persons with
disabilities and their representative organizations, adopt all measures necessary to ensure
that its legislation, policies and practices are in full compliance with the general principles
and specific provisions of the Convention. In particular, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

a) Undertake a comprehensive legislative and policy review in order to adopt, ensure and
enforce the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability and the full transition to
a human rights-based model of disability;

b) Ensure that the definition of disability in the national legislation is in full conformity with
the criteria and principles set out in articles 1 to 3 of the Convention;

c) Ensure that derogatory terminology is eliminated from all laws, policies and government
discourse;

d) Engage in mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities and their access to
services for their full inclusion in the community.

9. The Committee notes with concern:

a) That it did not receive any alternative reports from civil society in the United Arab Emirates,
including from organizations of persons with disabilities;

b) The lack of consultations involving persons with disabilities and the difficulties faced by
independent organizations of persons with disabilities and their families in engaging in
human rights advocacy aimed at a better implementation of the Convention;

c¢) That foundations and other civil society organizations providing services to persons with
disabilities do not fully comply with the principles of the Convention in terms of service
provision.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Adopt the measures necessary — including a review of existing laws and their current
requirements, the provision of financial and other support, and the establishment of a
formal mechanism recognized by law — to ensure that independent organizations of
persons with disabilities can register as self-governing associations and can contribute
effectively to the implementation of the Convention through law-making and policymaking
and through systematic participation and consultation;

b) Ensure that all foundations and civil society organizations engaged in service provision,
including organizations of persons with disabilities, comply with the principles and
provisions of the Convention by developing guidelines and standards for service provision
in close consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities;

c) Ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities have the freedom to engage
independently with United Nations human rights mechanisms.

Uruguay (2016)

5. El Comité observa con preocupacion que se mantengan en la legislacion, las politicas y
los programas publicos, disposiciones sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad
y terminologia peyorativa que no estan armonizadas con el modelo de discapacidad basado
en los derechos humanos establecido en la Convencidn.

6. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un plan para la revisién, derogacion,
reforma y/o adopcion de legislacion y politicas, incluyendo la Constitucion Politica del
Estado parte, con el objeto de reconocer a las personas con discapacidad como sujetos
plenos de derechos humanos en armonia con la Convencion.
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7. Preocupa al Comité el rango del Programa Nacional de Discapacidad (Pronadis), siendo
tan sélo un programa dentro del mandato del Ministerio de Desarrollo Social.

8. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que vele porque el Pronadis sea una entidad
nacional permanente con los recursos humanos y financieros suficientes y especificos
para llevar a cabo su mandato.

9. ElI Comité observa con preocupacion que no existe un adecuado entendimiento de los
conceptos cubiertos por articulos 1y 2 ni de los principios de la Convencion y que existan
criterios no estandarizados ni en armonia con los mismos para certificar la discapacidad.
10. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte medidas para revisar la definiciéon
legal de discapacidad con el objetivo de armonizarla con los principios y articulos de la
Convencion y, subsecuentemente, para establecer un sistema de certificacion unica de la
discapacidad que refleje un modelo basado en los derechos humanos de las personas con
discapacidad.

11. Al Comité le preocupa que no haya suficientes consultas con personas con
discapacidad, a través de sus organizaciones, a la hora de la adopcién de politicas y
programas que les afectan.

12. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un mecanismo de consultas
permanentes a personas con discapacidad a través de sus organizaciones, incluyendo a
nifos y nifas con discapacidad, en la adopcion de legislacion, politicas y otros asuntos de
su relevancia.

Chile (2016)

5. Al Comité le preocupa la ausencia de una estrategia para la armonizacion legislativa
relativa a personas con discapacidad, asi como la persistencia del modelo médico y el uso
de terminologia peyorativa tales como “invalidez”, “incapaces” y “dementes” en normas
vigentes incluido el Codigo Civil y la Ley nim. 20422 de 2010.

6. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un plan para armonizar plenamente
toda su legislacion y politicas, incluyendo la Constitucion Politica de la Republica y el
Cadigo Civil para hacerlo compatible con la Convencion y promover el modelo de derechos
humanos de la discapacidad.

7. El Comité observa que los criterios para calificar y certificar la deficiencia no estan
estandarizados ni en armonia con los principios de la Convencion en tanto se basan en la
deficiencia sin tomar en cuenta las barreras que enfrentan las personas con discapacidad.
8. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que revise los criterios para la calificacion y
certificacion de la discapacidad y asegurar que reflejen un modelo basado en los derechos
humanos de las personas con discapacidad.

9. Al Comité le preocupa que las consultas a personas con discapacidad no sean vinculantes
en la adopcion de politicas y programas que les afectan.

10. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que adopte un mecanismo vinculante de consulta
permanente a personas con discapacidad a través de sus organizaciones, incluyendo a las
mujeres, a las nifias y los nifios con discapacidad, en la adopcion de legislacion, politicas y
otros asuntos de su relevancia.

Lithuania (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that the definition and understanding of disability in State
party laws and regulations focuses on the individual impairment, thereby neglecting the
social and relational dimension of disability, including, in particular, the barriers faced by
persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party amend the legal definition of disability
in accordance with the criteria and principles provided in articles 1 to 3 of the Convention
and that it effectively apply the amended legal definition in all laws and regulations.
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7. The Committee is concerned by the frequent use of derogatory language, such as “deaf-
mute” and “disorder”, when referring to persons with disabilities in legislation and data
collection efforts, which perpetuate negative perceptions about persons with disabilities.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party review and harmonize its legislation
concerning the definition of persons with disabilities and in the collection of data related to
such persons in such a way as to eliminate the use of all derogatory language to refer to
persons with disabilities. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure that
all existing and new laws and regulations, and the definitions used therein, comply with the
human rights-based model of disability, in accordance with the Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned that between 2009 and 2014 there was a decrease in
resources allocated for the support of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party regularly evaluate the national budget
and its use of the European Union structural and investment funds to ensure that the
maximum available resources are being used for the realization of the rights of persons
with disabilities in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Convention. The Committee calls on
the State party to provide, in its next periodic report, updated information on public
spending demonstrating how social protection for persons with disabilities has been
increasingly prioritized.

11. The Committee notes with concern that organizations of persons with disabilities are not
included in all decision-making processes relating to matters affecting them, in a timely
manner and with sufficient support, in accordance with the provisions of article 4 (3) of the
Convention.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Develop, adopt and implement a strategy aimed at achieving the full inclusion of
organizations of persons with disabilities in all political decision-making processes relating
to matters affecting persons with disabilities, from the early stages and across all sectors,
including in relation to the implementation and monitoring of the Sustainable Development
Goals;

b) Provide sufficient financial support to build the capacity and enable the autonomous
participation of those organizations in all decision-making processes.

Portugal (2016)

7. The Committee is concerned by the use of medical assessment of disability and that there
are no legally-binding criteria for the eligibility of persons with disabilities in relation to
access to various social protection programmes, and instead the National Table of
Incapacities caused by Work Accidents and Occupational Diseases is used by analogy.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party review the assessment criteria to
determine the degree of disability of the individual to bring them into line with the
Convention, and adopts suitable regulations in its legislation and policies. The Committee
also recommends that the State party ensures that all persons with disabilities are able to
secure their disability certificate, and that access to social protection programmes and aid
is available to all persons with disabilities.

9. The Committee notes that the State party has still not carried out a comprehensive cross-
cutting review of its legislation in order to harmonise it with the Convention, and that laws,
regulations, customs and practises which discriminate against persons with disabilities
continue to exist.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party perform a comprehensive cross-
cutting review of its legislation and policies, in order to harmonise it with article 1 of the
Convention to ensure protection against all kinds of discrimination on grounds of disability
and that State Party involve in this process organizations which represent persons with
disabilities and human rights independent institutions.

11. The Committee notes that the State party is working on a new disability strategy which
will remain in place until 2020. Nevertheless, it is concerned by the failure to implement the
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| National Strategy on Disability 2011-2013, which was not assigned adequate budget
resources for implementation and did not include the participation of organisations of
persons with disabilities in its design, monitoring or assessment.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a new strategy on the
implementation of the Convention, with the involvement of organisations of persons with
disabilities in the design, monitoring and assessment stages, a budget allocation,
timeframes for implementation and a dedicated monitoring mechanism. The Committee
also recommends that the European Union Structural Funds allocated to the State party
until 2020 be used to develop policies which contribute to the implementation of the
Convention in the State party.

Serbia (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that some legislative provisions and bylaws are
discriminatory and contravene the provisions of the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party review its legislation, including
assessment of disability and support schemes, and harmonize it with the Convention,
including the human rights model of disability.

7. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient training of professionals and staff
working with persons with disabilities in the rights recognised in the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends the State party promote, in consultation with organisations
of persons with disabilities (DPOs), the training of professionals and staff working with
persons with disabilities in the rights recognized in the Convention so as to better provide
the assistance and services guaranteed by those rights.

Slovakia (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a strategy to promote the rights of persons
with disabilities among the Roma people.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party develop a policy, action plan and
indicators to implement the rights of persons with disabilities among the Roma people.

7. The Committee is concerned that progress on the national programme for the
development of the living conditions of persons with disabilities towards the implementation
of the Convention is unclear and too slow.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party develop goals, targets, indicators and
a timeline for the above-mentioned programme, and ensure stakeholder involvement in its
expected outcomes.

9. The Committee is concerned at the absence of frameworks for meaningful participation
of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations with respect to the
development and implementation of legislation and policies concerning persons with
disabilities.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the full participation of
persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in the development and
implementation of disability-relevant legislation and policies, paying particular attention to
women, girls, boys and the Roma population with disabilities.

11. The Committee is concerned that the medical approach to disability is still used in
assessments and provisions addressing persons with disabilities, and is also concerned
about the lack of understanding of the rights of persons with disabilities among
professionals.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a human rights-based definition
of disability in the regulations relating to the assessment of disability. The Committee also
recommends that the State party provide policymakers and professionals with training and
raise awareness among them on the rights of persons with disabilities, in line with the
Convention.
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Thailand (2016)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to
the Convention.

6. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned about the fact that the new draft Constitution of Thailand ad
referendum appears to weaken the overall legal protection of persons with disabilities when
compared to the 2007 Constitution and omits specific references to persons with
disabilities.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen the legal protection of
persons with disabilities in its new draft Constitution.

9. The Committee is concerned that national laws are not fully harmonized with the
Convention, particularly with respect to the concept of disability in section 4 of the Persons
with Disabilities Empowerment Act and the criteria for access to services and funds that rely
heavily on a medical assessment.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party take the steps necessary to revise
national legislation and policies in accordance with the human rights model of disability, in
close consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities.

11. The Committee is concerned with the overall limited empowerment of representative
organizations of persons with disabilities by the State party, and the obstacles encountered
by civil society organizations in obtaining certification and grants for setting up disability
service centres as provided for in legislation.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the measures necessary to
ensure the active participation of representative organizations of persons with disabilities
and facilitate their empowerment as service providers.

Uganda (2016)

4. The Committee is concerned about the varying definitions of disability throughout its
legislation, that legislation and policies are not in line with the Convention, and the delay in
the enactment of the Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2014, as well as of several bills that would
advance the rights of persons with disabilities enshrined in the Convention. It also notes with
concern that derogatory language against persons with disabilities persists in legislation and
policies of the State party, such as the terms “unsound mind” and “lunacy”.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Harmonize definitions of disability in various laws and policies and systematically review
all legislation and bring it into line with the Convention;

b) Adopt measures to amend and/or repeal legislation with derogatory terminology against
persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee is concerned about the absence of specific mechanisms to ensure a high-
level consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities that goes beyond the
National Council for Disability. It is also concerned that civil society does not fully participate
in processes to enact legislation, and in the discussion and adoption of public policies both
at the national and district level, including the involvement of women with disabilities, young
people, children with disabilities and persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual
disabilities.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party establish high-level formal
mechanisms to conduct consultations with organizations representing persons with
disabilities, systematically and on a regular basis, with allocation of budgetary resources,
and promote the meaningful participation of organizations of persons with disabilities,
including organizations of women with disabilities, young people, children with disabilities
and persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities.
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Brazil (2015)

6. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a coherent and comprehensive disability
strategy to implement the human rights model of disability established in the Convention
and harmonize the State party’s legislation, policies and programmes.

7. The Committee recommends the State party to develop a disability strategy to implement
the human rights model of disability. The Committee further recommends that, in
consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, the State party initiates a
systematic review of existing legislation, policies and programmes and where necessary
brings them into line with the Convention. This should include a review of any legislation,
policies or programmes upon which the rights of persons with disabilities are restricted or
denied on the basis of impairment, or where services or benefits to persons with disabilities
lead to their segregation or exclusion.

8. The Committee is concerned that the Statute of Persons with Disabilities (Lei Brasileira de
Inclusdo da Pessoa com Deficiéncia) does not meet all of the State party’s obligations under
the Convention.

9. The Committee urges the State party to take immediate steps to bring the Statute of
Persons with Disabilities (Lei Brasileira de Inclusao da Pessoa com Deficiéncia) into full
alignment with the Convention before it enters into force, in consultation with organizations
of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee is concerned at the lack of mechanisms in place for the participation of
persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in decision-making
processes relating to the implementation of the Convention.

11. The Committee recommends the adoption of a consultative mechanism for systematic
consultations with persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, on
policies, programmes and legislation relating to the implementation of the Convention. The
Committee also recommends the State party to promptly implement the results of all
national conferences on the rights of persons with disabilities, including the proposals from
the “lll National Conference on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”
(CRPD/C/BRA/Q/1/Add.1 para. 11).

European Union (2015)

6. The Committee is concerned that the European Union has not ratified the Optional
Protocol to the Convention.

7. The Committee calls upon the European Union to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

8. The Committee is concerned that the European Union failed to conduct a cross-cutting,
comprehensive review of its legislation aimed at its harmonization with the Convention, and
that a strategy on the implementation of the Convention across all its institutions is missing.
9. The Committee recommends the European Union to conduct a cross-cutting,
comprehensive review of its legislation in order to ensure full harmonization with the
provisions of the Convention and to actively involve representative organisations of
persons with disabilities and independent human rights institutions in this process. It
further recommends adopting a strategy on the implementation of the Convention with an
allocated budget, timeframe, as well as a monitoring mechanism.

10. The Committee is concerned that the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 has not
had its mid-term assessment due in 2015, and there are no clear benchmarks and guidelines
on how these Concluding Observations will be incorporated into the implementation of the
second term 2016-2020.

11. The Committee recommends that the European Union implement the mid-term
assessment of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, and establish clear guidelines
on the inclusion of these concluding observations with clear benchmarks and indicators, in
close consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
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12. The Committee is concerned that the impact assessment guidelines only include one
issue relating to the compliance with the Convention.

13. The Committee recommends that the impact assessment guidelines be reviewed and
modified in order to include a more comprehensive list of issues to better assess
compliance with the Convention.

14. The Committee is concerned at the lack of cross-cutting, overarching framework for the
consultation between different authorities in the European Union, and persons with
disabilities, including women, girls and boys with disabilities, through their representative
organisations.

15. The Committee recommends the European Union to take necessary measures to set up
Structured Dialogue with an independent budget line and sufficient funding for coordination
between European Union institutions, agencies and bodies, and for meaningful consultation
with and participation of persons with disabilities, including women, girls and boys with
disabilities, through their representative organisations.

16. The Committee is concerned that the Declaration of Competence has not been updated
and does not comprehensively refer to legislation applicable to or affecting persons with
disabilities.

17. The Committee recommends that the European Union regularly update the Declaration
of Competence and its list of instruments to include recently adopted instruments and
those instruments that have no specific reference to disability but that are relevant to
persons with disabilities.

Gabon (2015)

6. The Committee is concerned that the State party has no legal definition of ‘reasonable
accommodation’ and ‘universal design’.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party amend national legislation to include
definitions of ‘reasonable accommodation’ and ‘universal design’ in line with the
Convention and to provide guidance and training to both the public and private sectors on
these concepts and how they can be applied in practice.

8. The Committee is concerned about the lack of consultation and active involvement of
persons with disabilities within the State party.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party establish permanent mechanisms at
the national and local level for participation and consultation with organisations of persons
with disabilities in relation to law and policy making, by creating the ‘National Committee
for the Insertion of Persons with Disabilities’ and the ‘monitoring and assessment
commission on social development’ and guaranteeing the participation of organisations of
persons with disabilities in its membership. The Committee also recommends that the
State party support organizations of persons with disabilities with the sufficient,
independent and continuous financial resources so as to provide the State party with
information on the needs and views of persons with disabilities to be taken into account in
future planning processes.

10. The Committee is concerned that: a) national legislation is not fully harmonised with the
Convention and the Convention is not enforceable in domestic courts; b) the State party has
not adopted a human rights model of disability in legislation and policies; and c) the State
party uses stigmatising terminology to refer to persons with disabilities, notably intellectual
and psychosocial disabilities.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) domesticate its national legislation in line with the Convention, including provisions to
enforce the Convention in domestic courts,

b) adopt a human rights model of disability in legislation and policy, and

c) eliminate stigmatizing terminology.

90


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FGAB%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

Kenya (2015)

5. The Committee is concerned about measures to ensure the effective implementation of
the Convention and, the delay in the process to amend the Persons with Disabilities Act 2003.
It also observes with concern that derogatory terminology against persons with disabilities
persists in the Constitution and in other pieces of legislation such as the Local Government
Act, the Election Act, the Mental Health Act, and the Marriage Act.

6. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

a) Complete as a matter of priority and within a specific timeframe the process to review
the Persons with Disabilities Act 2003 and bring it into line with the provisions of the
Convention and the human rights-based approach to disability;

b) Ensure adequate processes in the Parliament to enact various bills regarding the rights
of persons with disabilities pending approval;

c¢) Adopt measures to amend and/or repeal legislation wit derogatory terminology against
persons with disabilities; and

d) Raise awareness among members of Parliament with regard to the Convention and
convey their involvement in implementing the Committee’s concluding observations.

7. The Committee observes with concern the absence of specific legal and policy
frameworks for implementing the Convention at county and municipal levels. It is also
concerned about the lack of mechanisms to ensure permanent and formal consultation with
organizations of persons with disabilities in processes to enact legislation, and in the
discussion and adoption of public policies both at the national level and in the county level.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Adopt measures to ensure that county governments and all local authorities allocate
budgetary resources and establish action plans to implement the Convention with targets
and indicators to monitor their results; and

b) Establish formal mechanisms and protocols, at the national, county and municipal levels
and conduct consultation with organizations representing persons with disabilities, in line
with the State party obligations in article 4.3 of the Convention, including the required
financial resources; and promote the meaningful participation of organizations of persons
with disabilities in both rural and urban areas.

Mauritius (2015)

5. The Committee is concerned that the definitions contained in the Equal Opportunities Act
and the Training and Employment of Disabled Persons Act still reflect the medical approach
of disability and are therefore incompatible with the concept of disability in the Convention.
The Committee is also concerned about the use of derogatory language against persons
with disabilities throughout laws, policies and discourse. The Committee is further
concerned that achievements obtained through the implementation of the 2007 Action Plan
on Disability are unclear and that persons with disabilities have not been consulted in the
development of the draft Disability Bill and the Strategy Paper and Action Plan on Disability
2015-2020.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party amend the Equal Opportunities Act and
the Training and Employment of Disabled Persons Act to reflect the human rights model of
disability and that it eliminate the use of derogatory language throughout its laws, policies
and discourse. The Committee also urges the State party to fully associate and regularly,
transparently and meaningfully consult with organization of persons with disabilities in the
design, implementation and monitoring of laws, policies and action plans, which have an
impact on them, especially the draft Disability Bill and the Disability Strategy and Action
Plan (DSAP 2015-2020) and to ensure that the DSAP contain clear goals, benchmarks and
indicators and that necessary resources are provided for its effective implementation.

7. The Committee notes the commitment by State Party to withdraw its reservations to
articles 9 (para.2), 11 and 24 (para. 2) to the Convention (A/HRC/25/8 para. 129.10, 129.11
and 129.12), but is concerned that this process has yet to be engaged. The Committee also
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regrets that the State party conditions the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention to the withdrawal of these reservations.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party withdraw all its reservations to the
Convention and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention without further delay.

Qatar (2015)

5. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention. It also notes that the State party has not ratified other treaties of the
international system of promotion and protection of human rights, including the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention as soon as possible and that it consider ratifying the international human rights
treaties to which it is not yet a party, in particular the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.

7. The Committee is concerned that legislation on persons with disabilities was adopted
prior to ratification on the Convention and does not reflect the human rights model of
disability and that there is a heavy focus on creating specialized solutions which lead to
segregation. It is also concerned that subsequent efforts to harmonize legislation on
persons with disabilities with the Convention have not advanced to fruition.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party, in consultation with persons with
disabilities and their representative organizations, adopt all necessary measures to ensure
full compliance of legislation with the general principles and specific provisions in the
Convention. In particular, the Committee recommends the adoption of measures in matters
relating to non-discrimination and to the full transition to a human rights-based model of
disability and that the State party engage in mainstreaming the rights of persons with
disabilities and their access to services within existing systems for their inclusion in the
community.

9. The Committee is concerned by the lack of consultation of persons with disabilities and
of difficulties for the independent organization of persons with disabilities and their families
to engage in human rights advocacy for better implementation of the Convention. It is also
concerned about the lack of diversity in the range of organizations with disabilities
independent to the State party. The Committee is further concerned by the lack of
participation by organizations of persons with disabilities throughout the process of its
consideration of the implementation of the Convention and that it did not receive any
alternative reports from Qatari civil society, including organizations of persons with
disabilities.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the necessary measures,
including a review of existing laws and their current requirements; the provision of financial
and other support; and the establishment of a formal mechanism recognized in the law to
ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities can register as associations,
participate and be consulted and are enabled to contribute effectively to the
implementation of the Convention in relation to law and policy making. Further, the
Committee recommends that the State party ensure that all foundations and civil society
organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, comply with the
principles and the provisions of the Convention, through the development of guidelines and
standards for service provision. It also recommends that the State party ensure that
organizations of persons with disabilities have the freedom to engage with the United
Nations’ human rights mechanisms.
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Ukraine (2015)

5. The Committee notes the State party’s query in relation to the terminology to refer to
persons with disabilities and is of the opinion that the use of terminology in Ukrainian that
refers to persons with disabilities as “invalids” or “persons with limited abilities” is not
consistent with the Convention.

6. The Committee calls upon the State party to remove the reference to “invalids” or
“persons with limited abilities” from all its legislative and policy documents, including the
Ukrainian translation of the Convention and use terminology that is in compliance with the
Convention in consultation with the representative organizations of persons with
disabilities.

7. The Committee notes with concern that the medical model of approach to disability is still
predominant especially in policies addressing the persons with disabilities due to lack of
professional training for and understanding of the rights of persons with disabilities among
public officials and professionals.

8. The Committee strongly recommends the State party to adopt human rights based
approach to disability in all its laws, policies and decisions. It also urges the State party to
educate and raise awareness of its policy makers, professionals and public in general on
the rights of persons with disabilities based on the Convention and its Optional protocol.

Cook Islands (2015)

The Committee is concerned that the definitions in the Disability Act 2008 and the Cook
Islands Welfare Act 1989 (including amendments) are incompatible with the concept of
disability in the Convention.

5. The Committee recommends the State party amend the Disability Act 2008 and Cook
Islands Welfare Act 1989 to reflect the concept of disability in the Convention and eliminate
the use of derogatory language throughout its laws, policies and discourse.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Establish a legally recognised formal mechanism with funding to ensure the effective
participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the
process of drafting, development and implementation of laws and policies concerning all
persons with disabilities, especially persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities,
children with disabilities, women with disabilities, and older persons with disabilities;

b) Ensure persons with disabilities and their representative organisations are invited to
international meetings and engagements that involve decision-making on issues of
disability.

Croatia (2015)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet comprehensively reviewed
domestic legislation with a view to implementing the human rights model of disability. It
notes that there seems to be a lack of understanding of the meaning of reasonable
accommodation and universal design in areas such as education, health, employment, built
environment. The Committee is concerned that due to the lack of a broad service providers’
network, organisation of persons with disabilities (DPOs) have been forced to assume this
role at the expense of their advocacy role.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party initiates a comprehensive review of
existing legislation and where necessary brings legislation in alignment with the
Convention. It recommends that the concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal
design are regulated beyond the context of the anti-discrimination act in areas such as
education, health, transportation and building. It is recommended that the State party
provide funding to enable DPOs to fulfil their role under article 4(3) of the Convention.

93


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FUKR%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FCOK%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FHRV%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

Czech Republic (2015)

5. The Committee notes that State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

6. The Committee calls upon the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as indicated at the outcome of the
second round of the Universal Periodic Review (A/HRC/22/3/Add.1, para.6) and in line with
the new National Plan on Promoting Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities 2015-
2020.

7. The Committee notes that various definitions of disability and persons with disabilities in
State party’s legislation (in the Act on Employment and the School Act among others) are
based on the medical model of approach to disability and are not in line with the provisions
of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

8. The Committee calls upon the State party to amend the definitions of disability and
persons with disabilities in its legislation and to make explicit reference to the barriers
faced by persons with disabilities in the above-mentioned definitions, in order to harmonize
them with the definitions in the Convention.

Dominican Republic (2015)

4. The Committee is concerned that no regulations have yet been passed to implement Act
No. 5-13 and that there is no systematic strategy to harmonize national legislation with the
Convention, including the removal of derogatory language such as “disabled”, “imbecility”
and “mental derangement” from the Labour Code and the Civil Code. It is also concerned at
the absence of action lines inclusive of persons with disabilities in the 2010- 2030 National
Development Strategy.

5. The Committee recommends that the State party immediately set in motion a plan to
review its legislation, with a view to removing terminology and provisions that are contrary
to the Convention and prioritizing the harmonization of laws relating to the human rights of
persons with disabilities. It also recommends the inclusion of action lines inclusive of
persons with disabilities in its 2010-2030 National Development Strategy.

6. The Committee is concerned that there are no mechanisms for consulting with
organizations of persons with disabilities when taking decisions in implementation of the
Convention and in all matters affecting these persons.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party establish mechanisms for permanent
consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, as legally recognized
procedures for the adoption of measures in implementation of this Convention and in all
matters affecting them, in particular including them in the decision-making structures of
the National Council on Disability (CONADIS).

Germany (2015)

5. The Committee is concerned that the application of the State party’s obligations under the
Convention in all parts of its territory have led to the uneven development of disability action
plans at the Lander level, namely in their content, orientation, and in the consistent adoption
of a human rights-based approach aligned to the Convention.

6. The Committee emphasises the State party’s obligations under article 4 paragraph 5 and
recommends that the State party ensure that Federal, Lander and local authorities are
aware of the rights set out in the Convention and of their duty to effectively ensure their
implementation.

7. The Committee is concerned that domestic law does not demonstrate a sufficient
understanding of the concepts provided in articles 1 and 2 of the Convention, especially its
translation into existing legal provisions using a human rights approach.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure:
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a) That both the federal government and the Lander revise the legal definition of disability
in laws and policies with a view to harmonising it with the general principles and provisions
in the Convention, particularly in matters relating to non-discrimination and full transition
to a human rights-based model;

b) That federal and all local governments establish overarching human rights-based action
plans with a clear concept of disability, setting adequate measures to promote, protect, and
fulfil rights, and with targets and indicators to monitor the implementation of the
Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities are not guaranteed meaningful
and effective participation in decision-making related to their lives and that accessible
communication is insufficient. It is also concerned about the lack of clarity about the roles
and responsibilities regarding the implementation of the Convention.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party develop frameworks for the inclusive,
comprehensive and transparent participation of organisations representing persons with
disabilities (DPOs), including those experiencing intersectional discrimination regarding
the adoption of legislation, policies and programmes for the implementation and
monitoring of the Convention. It also recommends that the State party provide resources
to facilitate the participation of DPOs, especially smaller self-advocacy organisations.

11. The Committee is concerned that both existing and new legal provisions, at the federal
and the Lander level, are not always in line with the Convention. It is also concerned that the
significance and scope of the rights of persons with disabilities are not sufficiently
recognised in legislative processes and that, in practice, legal remedies and recognition of
the Convention before the courts are not ensured.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party guarantee that:

a) All relevant existing domestic laws are examined by an independent body of experts and
harmonised with the Convention accordingly;

b) All future laws and policies are aligned to the Convention;

c) Existing and future legislation incorporate measures to guarantee that the rights of
persons with disabilities under the Convention are invocable before the courts with
concrete effective remedies.

Mongolia (2015)

6. The Committee is concerned that while the State party adheres to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) concept of disability with a focus on conditions arising from inherent
personal or medical impairment, it overlooks interactions with environmental factors. While
the Convention recognizes an evolving concept of disability, the State party appears to be
trapped by the concept of a ‘permanent disability’.

7. The Committee is concerned that the State party’s legislation and policies on persons with
disabilities are not harmonised and do not adequately reflect the inter-dependent aspects
ofeach article with other articles.

8. The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a) Harmonize its national legislation and policies to ensure full compliance with the
Convention and the inter-dependent aspects of its provisions, and adopt the human rights
model of disability that stress human dignity of persons with disabilities and conditions
arising from interactions with various barriers that may hinder their full and effective
participation in society on an equal basis with others.;

(b) Develop a strategy for implementation with clear structures for policy co-ordination,
benchmarks, timelines and appropriate funding: and, ?

Turkmenistan (2015)

9. The Committee is concerned that the definition of disability in the Social Protection
Code does not fully comply with the Convention and that the State party follows a medical
approach in the disability determination. The Committee is also concerned that the State
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party has not clarified how the definition of disability is binding upon enterprises,
institutions and organisations, especially in the field of employment. The Committee is
further concerned about the lack of sufficient information on the legal safeguards and
remedies available in case of violation of the rights of persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party review and harmonize its legislation
with the Convention, including by adopting a social and human rights model of disability.
The State party should also ensure the involvement of experts from social, labour and
education fields within the assessment panels on disability determination. The State party
should further provide clear legal safeguards and remedies, as well as related procedures,
in case of violation of the rights of persons with disabilities.

11. The Committee is concerned at the lack of information in the replies to the List of Issues
regarding the legal grounds applicable when refusing to register a voluntary association in
the framework of the Voluntary Association Act of 2014. It is also concerned at the lack of
measures taken to ensure that organization of persons with disabilities are systematically
involved in the implementation of the Convention.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party take effective steps to ensure that the
legislation relevant to voluntary associations is available in accessible formats to persons
with disabilities, and that it includes appropriate legal safeguards. The Committee
recommends that the State party ensure that international organisations, agencies and
experts facilitate and support the creation, capacity-building and effective participation of
organizations of persons with disabilities, including by establishing regular and better-
documented mechanisms for convening consultations with them.

New Zealand (2014)

5. The Committee notes that the State party has begun the domestic treaty examination
process with a view to acceding to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the Optional Protocol as soon as
is practicable.

7. The Committee is concerned that, when using the Google search engine on Google’s New
Zealand website (www.google.co.nz), and on other English-language Google websites,
disturbing phrases occur when some phrases relating to autistic persons are typed into the
search box. Since the conclusion of the constructive dialogue with New Zealand, Google has
removed some, but not all, of the offending phrases. The Committee is further concerned
that persons with autism are subject to this type of “hate speech”, which is not generated by
humans but rather is the result of an automated search engine process.

8. The Committee recommends that the State Party bring this matter to the attention of
Google, which has a registered office in New Zealand, to discuss what can be done to
prevent or eliminate this type of “hate speech”.

Denmark (2014)

8. The Committee is concerned that the National Disability Action Plan of 2013 does not
cover broadly all of the rights and substantive areas under the Convention, and that it
remains relatively general.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party review the National Disability Action
Plan to ensure the coverage of all rights and substantive areas under the Convention, and
that it establish, in this regard, concrete objectives, measurable targets, adequate budget,
and indicators, to evaluate progress in the implementation of the Government’s disability
policy.

10. The Committee is concerned about the absence of disability policy action plans in the
Faroe Islands and Greenland, and in particular about the lack of support for organizations of
persons with disabilities in Greenland to enable them to engage with the Government in
implementation of the Convention.
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11. The Committee recommends that the Governments of the Faroe Islands and of
Greenland adopt dedicated disability policy action plans to effectively implement the
Convention. It also recommends that the Government of Greenland support the work of
organizations of persons with disabilities to ensure their effective participation in
consultations on and implementation of the Convention.

12. The Committee is concerned that the Convention is not explicitly incorporated into the
laws of Denmark, the Faroe Islands and Greenland. It is also concerned at the insufficient
information about the application of the Convention by the State party’s courts and
authorities. The Committee notes with concern that officials of State, regional and municipal
authorities are not sufficiently aware of their obligation to promote the implementation of
the Convention.

13. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure incorporation of the
Convention so that it is applicable as law of Denmark, the Faroe Islands and Greenland. The
Committee also recommends that the State party take measures to facilitate direct
application of the Convention by the courts and the authorities, and undertake training
programmes to facilitate the active application and implementation of the Convention by
the officials of State, regional and municipal authorities in all parts of the Kingdom of
Denmark, including by providing guidance to the municipalities on the implementation of
the respective acts on social services in observance of the Convention’s provisions.

Republic of Korea (2014)

6. The Committee is concerned that the Welfare of Disabled Persons Act refers to the
medical model of disability.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party review the Welfare of Disabled Persons
Act and harmonize it with the human rights-based approach to disability as espoused in the
Convention.

8. The Committee is concerned that the new disability determination and rating system under
the Welfare of Disabled Persons Act relies only on medical assessments in providing
services and fails to take into account the various needs of persons with disabilities and to
encompass all persons with disabilities, including those with psychosocial disabilities. The
Committee is also concerned that, as a result, this system limits the eligibility of persons
with disabilities for welfare services and personal assistance, based on their ratings.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party review the current disability
determination and rating system under the Welfare of Disabled Persons Act to ensure that
the assessment reflects the characteristics, circumstances and needs of persons with
disabilities, and that welfare services and personal assistance be extended to all persons
with disabilities, including those with psychosocial disabilities, in accordance with their
requirements.

10. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention.

Belgium (2014)

5. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not brought its domestic
legislation into line with the Convention, and notes that there are no specific regulations
with provisions that apply to persons with disabilities. The Committee also notes the
absence of a national plan or strategy focusing exclusively on persons with disabilities.
Moreover, little attention is paid to the participation of persons with disabilities, particularly
persons with intellectual disabilities, in policymaking processes.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party proceed to bring its domestic
legislation into line with all its obligations under the Convention, adopt and implement a
plan for persons with disabilities, and ensure the full participation of persons with
disabilities and disabled persons’ organizations in these processes.
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7. The Committee is concerned that the implementation of regulations often reflects a
medical model of disability.

8. The Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to
disability in line with the Convention, in consultation with disabled persons’ organizations.
9. The Committee notes that persons with disabilities are represented by the National Higher
Council for Persons with Disabilities at the federal level. However, it regrets the absence of
advisory councils in the Flemish Region and in the French- and German-speaking
Communities.

10. The Committee urges the State party to establish, and allocate adequate resources
to, advisory councils in all regions. These advisory councils should be closely involved in
the development, implementation and monitoring of legislation and policies.

Ecuador (2014)

8. The Committee is concerned that, although the Organic Act on Disabilities was
published after the State party’s ratification of the Convention, it retains a definition and
understanding of disability that are based on a medical approach. This definition of
persons with disabilities emphasizes their limited abilities and neglects the social and
relational dimension of disability.

9. The Committee recommends that a comprehensive review of the Organic Act on
Disabilities be carried out with a view to harmonizing it with the general principles and
specific provisions in the Convention, particularly in matters relating to nondiscrimination
and full transition to a human rights-based model.

10. The Committee expresses its concern that the State party’s legislative framework has
not been the subject of a comprehensive review, with the aim of bringing laws on education,
transport, urban development, prevention of violence, health, family relationships, work,
culture and sport into line with the rights contained in the Convention.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party establish a multilateral commission,
comprising independent organizations of persons with disabilities and the different
government departments, to carry out a systematic review of the legislative framework
relating to education, transport, urban development, prevention of violence, health, family
relationships, work, culture and sport in order to bring it into line with the Convention.

12. The Committee notes with concern the fact that organizations of persons with
disabilities, including organizations representing women and children with disabilities, did
not participate, through submission of independent contributions, in the Committee’s
consideration of the State party’s initial report. It also notes with concern the absence of
mechanisms in the State party for the independent participation of organizations of persons
with disabilities outside the governmental structure.

13. The Committee calls on the State party to adopt measures promoting the effective
participation of organizations representing women with disabilities, children with
disabilities, persons from indigenous nations and peoples, and Afro-Ecuadorian and
Montubio people in decision-making processes in matters relating to disability. It urges the
State party to guarantee the independence and autonomy of organizations of persons with
disabilities in their participation in, and contributions to, the adoption of legislation, policies
and programmes for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.

Mexico (2014)

5. The Committee is concerned that the civil legislation of some federal entities still
contains pejorative language in reference to persons with disabilities.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party redouble its efforts to harmonize its
laws with the Convention, so that all the federal states eliminate pejorative terminology
relating to the rights of persons with disabilities.

7. The Committee is concerned that disabled persons’ organizations have only limited
involvement in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.
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8. The Committee recommends that the State party establish regular mechanisms for
convening consultations with disabled persons’ organizations, thereby ensuring that their
opinions are properly taken into consideration.

Sweden (2014)

5. The Committee is concerned that the system of indicators established by the State party
to monitor the implementation of the Convention is based only on those areas that strictly
relate to the disability policy and does not cover broadly all of the rights areas under the
Convention, and that there is a lack of indicators. It is further concerned that this reporting
system is voluntary based at the municipal level, even though the State Party had not made
a reservation in this respect when ratifying the Convention.

6. The Committee recommends that the State party review the indicators system to ensure
its coverage of all areas of the Convention, and design measures to encourage
municipalities to monitor its implementation.

7. The Committee is concerned that the Convention has not been integrated into Swedish
law and is therefore left to the interpretation of authorities and courts. The Convention
articles cannot serve as guidelines in court rulings, as they are not explicitly included in the
texts of the national law. There is a serious gap between the policies followed by the State
party and those followed by the municipalities with respect to the implementation of the
Convention. That concern also has been raised in the official communications between the
State party and the Committee with regard to individual communication No. 3/2011, H.M. v
Sweden.

8. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that the Convention is properly
incorporated into Swedish legislation in order for it to be applicable as Swedish law.

Azerbaijan (2014)

8. The Committee notes that the State party has a draft law on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, which reportedly seeks to incorporate the provisions of the Convention.
However, the Committee is concerned that the State party’s legislation and policies still refer
to the medical model of disability. The Committee is also concerned that the State party’s
harmonization efforts only deal with this specific draft law and not the whole of the state’s
legislative legal order. The Committee is further concerned that there is a need for legislative
harmonization and the revision of the nomenclature which the State party uses to refer to
persons with disabilities in order to prevent derogatory language.

9. The Committee recommends that the State party should review and harmonise its
legislation, as well as ensure that the new draft law on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities strictly comply with the provisions of the Convention by adopting the human
rights based model to disability. In the conduct of the review and harmonisation of
legislation, the State party should ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities
and disabled peoples’ organisations. The State party should further revise its legislation
and policies with a view to removing all disparaging and degrading references to persons
with disabilities.

10. The Committee is concerned that despite the use of sign language in the State party, it
is still not officially recognised.

11. The State party should take effective steps to recognise sign language as one of the
official languages of the State party.

Costa Rica (2014)

5.The Committee is concerned that the State party continues to use inappropriate and
pejorative terminology when referring to persons with disabilities in various pieces of
legislation, employing terms such as “invalidos” (invalids), “incapaces” (incapacitated),
“minusvalidos” (handicapped), “insanos” (insane) and “enfermos desvalidos” (infirm
persons who are destitute or helpless). It notes with concern that the disability assessment
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criteria used for purposes of medical or social assistance are limited to the medical model
of disability.

6. The Committee calls on the State party to eliminate the use of pejorative terms when
referring to persons with disabilities. In addition, it urges the State party to ensure that the
disability assessment criteria used by the various services are standardized, in line with the
Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not systematically harmonized its
legislation since ratifying the Convention, that the only reference to the rights of persons with
disabilities is to be found in Act No. 7600 on Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities,
which dates from 1996, and that the Act does not include the general principles and
obligations contained in the Convention.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party systematically revise its domestic law,
including the Constitution, in order to bring it into line with the general principles and
obligations contained in the Convention. The revision should cover civil, family, criminal,
labour and education law.

9. The Committee expresses its concern that the State party has not established permanent
mechanisms for consulting organizations of persons with disabilities, in accordance with
article 4, paragraph 3, of the Convention, when adopting plans, policies and legislation to give
effect to the Convention.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party establish permanent consultation
mechanisms with organizations of persons with disabilities, in accordance with article 4,
paragraph 3, of the Convention, respecting their autonomy and taking into account the
diversity of persons with disabilities, including children and women with disabilities, and
the country’s indigenous population.

Australia (2013)

8. The Committee is concerned that despite the adoption of the National Disability
Strategy, the State party has not to the full extent enacted legislation that corresponds to
the contents of the Convention. It is further concerned about the existence of interpretative
declarations to articles 12, 17 and 18 of the Convention.

9. The Committee recommends the State party to incorporate all rights under the
Convention into domestic law and to review the interpretative declarations on art.12, 17
and 18 in order to withdraw them.

10. The Committee regrets that there is a lack of mechanism for consultation and
engagement between Government and persons with disabilities and their organisations in
all matters of Convention policy development and legislative reform.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party, in partnership with persons with
disabilities through their representative organisations, including children with disabilities,
establish engagement mechanisms for ensuring meaningful participation in the
development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the Convention.
12. The Committee is concerned that not all the organisations of persons with disabilities,
including those of people with psychosocial disabilities and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, are provided with adequate resources for their operations.

13. The Committee recommends the State party to take initiatives to increase the resources
available for independent organisations of persons with disabilities, including
organisations representing children with disabilities.

Austria (2013)

6. The Committee is concerned that the German translation of the Convention does not
accurately represent the meaning of the Convention and may cause decisions incompatible
with the Convention. For example, the word "integration" is used instead of the word
"inclusion”. The translation of “independent living” does not accurately reflect the meaning
of this term and may in fact lead to people being denied the chance to live in the community.
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During the constructive dialogue the Austrian delegation intimated the possibility of
revisiting the German translation of the Convention.

7. The Committee recommends that the State party revise the German translation of the
Convention in line with the Convention. The Committee further recommends that the State
party ensures that persons with disabilities and disabled persons organisations be involved
in the process of revision.

8. The Committee noted that there are differing concepts of disability across the State
Party’s laws and policies. The Committee is concerned that the State Party misunderstands
the difference between defining disability and identifying groups of persons who can benefit
from different kinds of services. The Committee is concerned that some of these definitions
constitute a medical model of disability.

9. The Committee recommends that the relevant laws be amended to include the concept
of disability in accordance with the Convention.

10. The Committee notes that Austria has a federal system of government and is concerned
that this has led to an undue fragmentation of policy, especially as the Lander (regions) are
the providers of social services. This fragmentation can be seen in the development of the
National Disability Action Plan, in the development of which the Lander’s participation was
intermittent and uneven. Fragmentation is also apparent in the different definitions of
disability, different accessibility standards, and different protections against discrimination
across the various Lander. The Committee notes that article 4(5) of the Convention makes
it clear that the administrative difficulties of a federal structure do not allow a state to avoid
its obligations under the Convention.

11. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that federal and regional
governments consider an overarching legislative framework and policy on disability in
Austria in conformity with the Convention. It is recommended that this policy should include
frameworks for real and genuine participation by persons with disabilities through their
representative organisations with respect to the development and implementation of
legislation and policies concerning persons with disabilities in accordance with article 4
paragraph 3 of the Convention.

El Salvador (2013)

5. The Committee is concerned about the general reservation made by the State party upon
ratifying the Convention, according to which implementation of the Convention is contingent
on its compatibility with the Constitution.

6. The Committee urges the State party to expedite the process of withdrawing its general
reservation to the Convention. It also recommends that the State party should incorporate
a definition of disability in accordance with the criteria and principles in articles 1 to 3 of
the Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned about the absence of a national strategy, also covering rural
areas, for the implementation of the rights-based disability model set out in the Convention.
The Committee is also concerned that the State party’s legal framework on disability is not
fully in line with the Convention and that, among other facts:

(a) The Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities Act has not been aligned with the
provisions of the Convention and does not provide for all the human rights elements covered
in the Convention;

(b) The State party has not conducted a thorough review of its legal framework in order to
identify the areas that still need to be harmonized, especially in the Civil Code, the Code of
Civil Procedure, the Criminal Code, the Employment Act and the Special Act on a Violence-
Free Life for Women.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party conduct a full review of its legal
framework to align it with the Convention.

9. The Committee notes with concern the absence of provisions recognizing discrimination
on the grounds of disability and the fact that the Equal Opportunities for Persons with
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Disabilities Act focuses on a social welfare approach rather than the human rights model set
out in the Convention.

10. The Committee recommends that the State party recognize discrimination on the
grounds of disability in its legislation and ensure that the review of the Equal Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities Act brings it into compliance with the human rights approach
of the Convention.

11. The Committee is concerned that the organizations of persons with disabilities are not
consulted in the design of laws and policies and that the law includes demeaning
terminology regarding persons with psychosocial, intellectual or motor impairments.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt new legislation specifically
defining the obligations contained in the Convention and that the process include the broad
participation of organizations of persons with disabilities. The Committee recommends
that the State party revise its legislation with a view to removing any discriminatory
terminology against persons with disabilities.

Paraguay (2013)

7. The Committee is concerned at the State party’s use of derogatory terminology and
definitions of persons with disabilities in various pieces of legislation and data-gathering
instruments, including in the initial report and the replies to the list of issues. The use of such
terms is a reminder of the prevalence of the charity and medical models of disability.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party modify the terminology it uses to refer
to persons with disabilities and bring its legislation into line with the content of the
Convention, in accordance with its obligations. It also recommends that the State party
promote human rights-based plans and programmes on disability in line with the
fundamental principles of the Convention.

9. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not established mechanisms for
consultation with disabled persons’ organizations, when adopting legislation and policies on
persons with disabilities or in decision-making forums such as the National Commission on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS).

10. The Committee recommends that the State party establish a mechanism for ongoing
consultation with disabled persons’ organizations, in accordance with article 4, paragraph
3, of the Convention, taking into account the range of disabilities represented, in
accordance with article 1 of the Convention, and including children with disabilities, women
with disabilities and Paraguay’s indigenous population.

11. The Committee notes that one of the strategic objectives of the National Human Rights
Plan concerns persons with disabilities. Yet the actions outlined are of a general nature and
do not contain specific measures to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

12. The Committee urges the State party to include persons with disabilities as a cross-
cutting component of the National Human Rights Plan and to ensure that its strategies and
actions are directed towards guaranteeing the full enjoyment of Convention rights in
conditions of equality and eliminating all forms of discrimination against persons with
disabilities.

Argentina (2012)

5. The Committee notes with concern that, despite the steps taken to align the domestic
legal system with the Convention, the former continues to exhibit major inconsistencies with
the principles and requirements of the Convention, especially as regards equal recognition
of persons with disabilities before the law. It also notes with concern that, because not all of
the State party’s provincial legislation is aligned with the Convention, disparities arise in the
approach taken at the local level to the rights of persons with disabilities and to the effective
exercise of those rights.

6. The Committee urges the State party to take the necessary steps to bring all its federal,
provincial and local legislation into line with the Convention and to ensure the effective
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participation of organizations representing persons with disabilities in this process in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 3, of the Convention.

7. The Committee is concerned at the absence of a coherent, overall strategy for the
implementation of the human rights model established in the Convention that provides for
affirmative action measures to achieve de facto and de jure equality for persons with
disabilities and for giving full effect, at all levels, to the principles and requirements set out
in the Convention.

8. The Committee urges the State party to pursue a broad and comprehensive strategy to
realize all the rights set out in the Convention, taking due account of the human rights
model of disability. The Committee also recommends that the State party take effective
steps to ensure that persons with disabilities — including children and women with
disabilities — are actively involved in planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating
this strategy.

9. The Committee acknowledges the progress represented by the introduction of the Single
Disability Certificate. However, it notes with concern that the certificate has not yet been
rolled out nationwide and that there are disparities in the criteria used for its issuance. The
Committee is also concerned that some provinces are not yet in compliance with Act No.
24.901 on basic services for persons with disabilities.

10. The Committee urges the State party to take steps to guarantee the effective
implementation of the Single Disability Certificate throughout the country and to
standardize the criteria used by the National Rehabilitation Service and the provincial
evaluation boards for its issuance. It also urges the State party to ensure that all provinces
are in compliance with Act. No. 24.901.

China (2012)

9. The Committee takes note of the prevalence of the medical model of disability in both the
definition of disability as well as the enduring terminology and language of the discourse on
the status of persons with disabilities. Therefore, the Committee is concerned about the lack
of a coherent and comprehensive disability strategy to implement the human rights model
of disability that the CRPD establishes to achieve the de facto equality of persons with
disabilities and implement the rights enshrined in the CRPD at all levels. The committee is
concerned that DPOs outside of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation are not included in
the implementation of this CRPD.

10. The Committee urges the introduction of a comprehensive and inclusive national plan
of action, which includes full participation of all representatives of persons with disabilities
in China, to introduce the human rights model of disability into Chinese disability policy

Hong-Kong
53. The Committee regrets the out-dated eligibility standard in the Disability Allowance

Scheme and lack of unity in the various definitions of disability that have been adopted in
different pieces of legislation and by Government bureaux and departments.

54. The Committee encourages Hong Kong, China, to revise the inappropriate eligibility
standard and to adopt definition of persons with disabilities that adequately reflects article
1 and the human rights model of the CRPD.

Hungary (2012)

10. The Committee notes with concern that definitions of disability and persons with
disabilities in the State party’s legislation focus on the impairments of an individual rather
than on the barriers he/she faces. The Committee expresses its concern that such
definitions fail to encompass all persons with disabilities, including those with psychosocial
disabilities.

11. The Committee notes with appreciation that Act XXVI of 1998 on the Rights and Equal
Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities was drafted to promote the rights of persons with
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disabilities in the State party. The Committee expresses, however, concern over that the Act
has not been reviewed since the adoption by the State party of the Convention, with a view
to aligning it with the provisions of the Convention.

12. The Committee recommends the State party to use the upcoming review of Act XXVI of
1998 on the Rights and Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities to: ensure that it is
in full compliance with the Convention and reflects the human rights-based approach to
disability as embodied in the Convention; and to incorporate an inclusive definition of
disability and persons with disabilities that is firmly rooted in the human rights based
approach to disability and encompasses all persons with disabilities, including those with
psychosocial disabilities.

13. The Committee regrets the insufficient participation of persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations in the review and design of disability-related legislation and
policies, as well as in other policy and decision-making processes, in line with their obligation
under 4(3) in the CRPD. The Committee furthermore regrets the fact that representative
organisations of persons with disabilities from Hungary did not participate in the
constructive dialogue with the Committee.

14. The Committee recommends that the State party take effective measures to consult
with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children and women with
disabilities, through their representative organisations, in the planning, executing, and
monitoring of public decision-making processes at all levels and in particular in the matters
affecting them, giving them reasonable and realistic timelines in providing their views, and
providing them with adequate funding in order to enable them to fulfil their role under article
4, paragraph 3, of the CRPD.

Peru (2012)

6. The Committee is concerned at the absence of a coherent and comprehensive strategy to
implement the social model that the Convention establishes, including affirmative actions,
to achieve the de facto equality of persons with disabilities and the full realization of the
rights enshrined in the Convention, at all levels, including in rural areas. The Committee is
further concerned that the State party’s legislative framework for disability is not yet in full
conformity with the Convention, inter alia:

(a) Law 27050 on Persons with Disability provides a definition of disability based on a
medical, rather than a social perspective and does not include references to the core
principles contained in articles 2 and 3 of the Convention;

(b) Absence of reference to denial of reasonable accommodation and discrimination by
association as forms of disability-based discrimination;

(c) Existence of discriminatory requirements to acquire Peruvian nationality that prohibits
persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities to do so.

7. The Committee recommends that State party bring forward a far reaching strategy to
implement all the rights enshrined in the Convention and speed up the review of its
legislative framework to bring it in full conformity with all provisions of the Convention,
including its core principles, and in particular:

(a) Amend Law 27050 to include a comprehensive definition of a person with disability;

(b) Define denial of reasonable accommodation and discrimination by association as forms
of disability-based discrimination;

(c) Amend the Act for Foreigners in order to eliminate the requirements that discriminate
against persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities.

8. While recognizing positive developments, such as the creation of a Permanent Multi-
Sectoral Commission and the establishment of the CONADIS (National Council for the
Integration of Persons with Disability), the Committee regrets the lack of meaningful
participation of persons with disabilities, in particular the involvement of children and women
with disabilities, and their representative organizations in the design of the legislation, as
well as in other policy and decision-making processes.
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9. The Committee recommends that the State party take specific measures to ensure active
participation of persons with disabilities, including children and women with disabilities, in
planning, executing, and monitoring of public decision-making processes at all levels and
in particular in the matters affecting them.

10. While taking note with appreciation of the adoption of a number of provisions, such as
the public budget acts which authorize local and regional governments to allocate 0.5 per
cent of their budgets to the improvement or provision of accessibility features, the
Committee is concerned at the lack of information regarding compliance of municipalities
with those regulatory provisions.

11. The Committee urges the State party to implement the provisions of the Convention in
all its territory and to regularly assess compliance and impact of policies and programmes
aimed at further equalizing opportunities for persons with disabilities, including at regional
and local levels.

Spain (2011)

11. The Committee takes note of the adoption of Act 26/2011, which introduces the concept
of persons with disabilities as defined in the Convention and expands the protection of such
persons. However, it is concerned that not all persons with disabilities are covered by the
law.

12. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that all persons with disabilities enjoy
protection against discrimination and have access to equal opportunities irrespective of
their level of disability.

13. The Committee welcomes Act 49/2007 of 26 December 2007, which establishes the
Permanent Specialized Office to deal with offences and sanctions in the areas of equal
opportunities, non-discrimination and universal accessibility by persons with disabilities.
However, it is concerned by the slow development and lack of promotion of this arbitration
system at the regional government level, by the lack of information on the number of
sanctions submitted and resolved, and by the failure of the State party to report on actions
undertaken to implement this law. The Committee is concerned about the overall
effectiveness of the system.

14. The Committee recommends that the State party raise awareness among persons with
disabilities about the system of arbitration, increase the level of free legal aid, and ensure
the regulation of offences and sanctions at the regional government level.

15. The Committee regrets the lack of information on the meaningful participation of
persons with disabilities and their representative organizations at the regional level in
designing and evaluating the implementation of legislation, policy and decision-making
processes, and on the participation of children with disabilities at all levels.

16. The Committee recommends that the State party take specific measures to ensure the
active participation of persons with disabilities in public decision-making processes at the
regional level, and to include children with disabilities at all levels.

17. The Committee takes note of Act 2/2010 of 3 March 2010 on sexual and reproductive
health, which decriminalizes voluntary termination of pregnancy, allows pregnancy to be
terminated up to 14 weeks and includes two specific cases in which the time limits for
abortion are extended if the foetus has a disability: until 22 weeks of gestation, provided
there is “a risk of serious anomalies in the foetus”, and beyond week 22 when, inter alia, “an
extremely serious and incurable iliness is detected in the foetus”. The Committee also notes
the explanations provided by the State party for maintaining this distinction.

18. The committee recommends that the State party abolish the distinction made in Act
2/2010 in the period allowed under law within which a pregnancy can be terminated based
solely on disability.

Tunisia (2011)
8. The Committee notes Order No. 3086 of 29 November 2005, defining disability and setting
forth the proof required to obtain a disability card, and the State party’s endeavour to shift

105


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FESP%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FTUN%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

from a medical approach to a social approach. However, it is concerned at the risk of
exclusion of persons who should be protected by the Convention, in particular persons with
psychosocial disabilities (“mental illness”) or intellectual disabilities, or others who are
unable to obtain a disability card, either due to disability or by association with a disability.
9. The Committee invites the State party to review and reformulate the definition of
disability based on the Convention.

10. In accordance with article 4, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the Committee recommends
that the State party encourage and support the creation, capacity-building and effective
participation of representative organizations or groups of persons with disabilities, and
parents of persons with disabilities at the local and national levels in the conception, design,
reform and implementation of policies and programmes. In particular, the Committee urges
the State party to ensure that persons with disabilities are consulted and actively involved,
including as members of the Constitutional Council, in the drafting of the new Constitution.
11. The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to further facilitate the full
participation of women, men, girls and boys with disabilities and their families in society.
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