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Ghana Workshop on CRPD and SDGs reporting processes and

GDS Commitments review
Concept Note and agenda
22 to 25 February 2021

Eastern Premier Hotel

Background 
The 2010 Population and Housing Census organized by the Ghana Statistical Service showed 3% (three) percent of Ghanaians being classified as people with disabilities. Respectfully, the percentage of females with disabilities is slightly higher than males. There are more people with disabilities in rural areas as compared to urban areas. However, according to persons with disabilities and their representative Organisations, the description of disability used for the census was in reference to “Persons with severe disabilities”, therefore, it was significantly deficient in determining the right population of persons with disabilities in Ghana.
 According to the Ghana Federation of Disability Organizations (GFD), there are over 3 million persons with disabilities in Ghana.

In Ghana, the Persons with Disability Act, 2006 (Act 715) defines “Person with Disability” as “an individual with a physical, mental or sensory impairment including a visual, hearing or speech functional disability which gives rise to physical, cultural or social barriers that substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of that individual”. This definition narrows down the definition adopted under the CRPD and may explain the difference on the percent of persons with disabilities presented in the 2010 Population and Housing Census and the number applied by the GFD.
Rationale

On 31 July 2012, Ghana accessed as State Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
 and, on 5 June 2018, it presented its Initial report to the CRPD Committee, being up to review by this body in the upcoming years. Furthermore, in 2019, Ghana was reviewed by the Voluntary National Review (VNR) process - SDGs monitoring mechanism - before the High-level Political Forum (HLPF).
 Its State report presented during the VNR has several mentions to persons with disabilities.
 Ghana’s Main Messages
 to the VNR also mentions persons with disabilities under its Awareness creation section.

Additionally, Ghana’s Government and several international non-governmental organizations presented numerous commitments
 to advance the rights and development of persons with disabilities in Ghana. These commitments were compiled by the partners and implementers of this workshop and is attached to this Concept Note as the Annex 1. However, with the COVID 19 world spread crisis, these commitments have to be reviewed and further strategies developed or strengthened. 

With the lessons learned from the VNR review, the GDS commitments as well as under the impact of the COVID 19 humanitarian situation, and with the upcoming review before the CRPD Committee and the preparations to the GDS 2022, the Ghana DPOs are desired to reinforce their capacities on reporting preparation and presentation in front of the international community.
Objectives
These 4 (four) days’ workshop schedule for February 2021 is being organized by the GFD, ADF, DPOD and IDA with the objectives of:

- 
Improve DPOs understanding of CRPD Committee’s review process and all opportunities for participation,

- 
Provide substantive and formal considerations for finalisation of draft report by GFD, members and partners to the CRPD Committee, 

- 
Provide a good understanding of the SDGs and its links to the CRPD,

- 
Review commitments made during the GDS 2018 and prepare recommendations to the GDS 2021.

Language

The training will be held in English.
Participants

The workshop would accommodate 32 participants, in a total maximum of 43 people including support people, admin and facilitators.
Timeframe and place

The workshop will take place in Koforidua, Accra, from 22 to 25 February 2021.
� Ghana’s Initial Report to the CRPD Committee, published at 08 March 2019, at � HYPERLINK "https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2fGHA%2f1&Lang=en" �tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2fGHA%2f1&Lang=en� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gfdgh.org/" �www.GFD.org/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=GHA&Lang=EN" �tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=GHA&Lang=EN� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=1570&menu=3170" �sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=1570&menu=3170� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23420VNR_Report_Ghana_Final_print.pdf" �sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23420VNR_Report_Ghana_Final_print.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23021Ghana_VNR_Main_Message__Ghana__Final_vr02.pdf" �sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23021Ghana_VNR_Main_Message__Ghana__Final_vr02.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/commitments?textsearch=ghana" �www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/commitments?textsearch=ghana� 
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