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1. Background 

 

In 2022, there are 2.7 million persons with disabilities registered in Ukraine1, however it is 

anticipated that this figure is likely closer to 6.6 million. Furthermore, UNICEF estimates that at 

least 82,000 children are segregated from society, including residing in orphanages, psychiatric 

facilities, residential boarding schools, and other institutions. Again, this figure is likely much 

higher2.  

Given the barriers to independent living for children with disabilities in Ukraine, thousands of 

adults with disabilities also reside in institutions, many of whom have known no other home. This 

means that their ability to cope independently can be limited and therefore, they are conditioned 

to become dependent on others for assistance with both basic and complex activities of daily 

living.  

Since the onset of renewed Russian aggression in February 2022, children and adults with 

disabilities residing in Ukraine are facing compounded protection threats which have directly 

increased their risk of abandonment, violence, injury, and death. Persons with disabilities lack 

access to evacuation support and in the context of the current emergency, have been left behind, 

unable to access information and seek safety from the military offensive.  

Organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) in Ukraine report that the situation for children 

and adults with disabilities is horrendous. Shelters are inaccessible resulting in persons with 

disabilities being forced to stay home without access to information, awaiting a safer option3. 

Persons with disabilities living in institutions, already segregated from their communities, are at 

heightened risk of abandonment, given that staff themselves have had to evacuate with their 

families.  

 
1 State Statistics Service of Ukraine (2018)  

2 Disability Rights International (2015)  

3 International Disability Alliance (IDA) 2022, and the European Disability Forum (EDF) 2022.  



 

Women and girls with disabilities in Ukraine are also at disproportionate risk of sexual and gender-

based violence during the conflict, particularly so, for women with intellectual and psychosocial 

disabilities.4 

 

2. Rationale  

 

This project is designed and suggested to be implemented under IDA Disability-Inclusive 

Emergency Response Mechanism (DER Mechanism) initiated in March 2022. The DER Mechanism 

was established in response to increasing reports of significantly disproportionate impact of 

humanitarian emergencies on persons with disabilities, as well as inadequate inclusive emergency 

response by humanitarian actors. The mandate of the Mechanism includes: to monitor inclusion 

of persons with disabilities in the system-wide emergency response, identify gaps, and take action 

to fill the gaps identified. Based on exchanges with humanitarian actors and IDA members, it has 

been concluded that there is currently a considerable gap in conducting independent rights-

based research and documentation on violations of human rights and international humanitarian 

standards happening in Ukraine stemming from the Russian aggression. The measures taken to 

investigate possible instances of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other forms of gross 

human rights violations in Ukraine do not include persons with disabilities.  

In order to fill the abovementioned identified gap, IDA is proposing to conduct the project below 

in the framework and with support from the DER Mechanism.  

 

3. Scope of the Project  

 

A. This project aims to document the below: 

• Systematic and widespread violation of human rights of persons with disabilities 

affected by the war of Russia against Ukraine. 

• Violations of International Humanitarian Law direct or indirect targeting or 

disproportionate impact towards persons with disabilities affected by the war of Russia 

against Ukraine. 

• Violations of international law standards including the UN Security Council Resolution 

2475 by States involved. 

• Undermining international standards by humanitarian actors involved in emergency 

response concerned.  

 
4 European Disability Forum [EDF] (2022)  

 



 

B. The documentation will be focused on incidents happening after February 24, 2022.  

C. The geographic scope will include the territory of Ukraine and any other territory that 

Ukrainians entered as refugees or to seek any other form of protection. 

 

4. Implementation  

 

The project will be implemented in three main phases:  

A. Phase 1: preparation (tentatively four weeks)  

• Consultation with UN monitoring mechanisms, and other similar initiatives  

• Identifying OPD partners 

• Preparation of the researchers 

• Research mission planning 

 

B. Research and Documentation (tentatively 3 weeks)  

In this phase, persons with disabilities and their families, service providers, support persons 

and other relevant individuals will be interviewed. Interviews outside Ukraine will happen in 

person. Interviews with people inside Ukraine may take place via phone depending on security 

risks at the time of the project. All efforts will be made to ensure documenting experience of 

underrepresented groups of persons with disabilities including women and girls, children, 

youth, older persons, persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with psychosocial 

disabilities and persons with deafblindness.  

 

C. Drafting and finalizing the report (tentatively four weeks)  
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