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DISABILITY-INCLUSIVE APPROACHES CAN REDUCE FORCED DISPLACEDMENT RELATED RISK 
Promising practices for tailored planning, preparedness and risk reduction:  

A village early warning system in the 
Philippines incorporates bells and flags to 
provide residents with both sound and 
visual signals to evacuate. 

In Japan, people with disabilities in 
protracted displacement situations 
following disasters have been prioritized 
for public housing. 

A project in Niger aims to enhance the 
food security and livelihoods of people 
with disabilities in drought-affected areas 
and so reduce their risk of displacement. 

A volunteer  helps a man with a disability get through a
 flood in Thailand, 2017.   

 

          
      

      
       

 
       

             
       

    

      
           

   
       

     
 

            
        

     
           

  

Participation is key: Since people with disabilities are best placed to identify their needs, they must be at the 
forefront of designing and evaluating disaster risk reduction, climate adaptation and humanitarian 
responses to address displacement-related risks and impacts. Organisations of people with disabilities 
should be actively sought out and engaged across these different areas of policy and action. 

To make people count, we must count people correctly: Better data is needed on the prevalence, location, 
needs and resources of forcibly displaced people with a range of disabilities to inform targeted, adequate and 
inclusive planning and responses that respect their human rights. This includes age and sex disaggregated data 
and qualitative data to compare the situation of people with disabilities before and after their displacement. 

Accessibility is a precondition for the inclusion of people with disabilities. Preparedness measures should 
assume some forcibly displaced people will have disability-related needs and consider the accessibility of early 
warning systems, evacuation procedures and shelters as standard practice. There are many accessibility 
measures that can be put in place immediately, even if data is still lacking. This increases accessibility not only 
for persons with disabilities, but also to the broader community. 

Intersectional approach: Neither forcibly displaced people nor people with disabilities are homogenous 
groups. Their diverse experiences according to disabilities, sex, age, race, gender identity and other 
characteristics should be considered. The human rights and needs of under-represented groups of people 
with disabilities such as persons with intellectual disabilities, persons with mental health conditions and deaf-
blind persons require specific attention.  
 

CONTACT US 
Andrew Harper Elham Youssefian 
Special Advisor on Climate Action Inclusive Humanitarian Action and 
UNHCR, United Nations High Disaster Risk Reduction Adviser 
Commissioner for Refugees International Disability Alliance 

eyoussefian@ida-secretariat.org harper@unhcr.org 

Barbara Essig 
Policy Expert 
Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre 
barbara.essig@idmc.ch 
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