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The 2021 High-level Political Forum (HLPF) Bulletin
 
The HLPF will be held from Tuesday, 6 July to Thursday, 15 July. The meeting will be available through UN webtv. All are invited to participate in this vibrant online High-level Political Forum (HLPF) and its related events to review the Sustainable Development Goals through a COVID-19 lens.
 
1. HLPF format – The format of the HLPF will be virtual. More information on the arrangements for the 2021 High-level Political Forum can be found here.
2. HLPF theme and background - The 2021 HLPF theme is "Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development" Click here to read more 
 
The HLPF is the core United Nations platform for follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals. In 2021, the HLPF will discuss Sustainable Development Goals 1 on no poverty, 2 on zero hunger, 3 on good health and well-being, 8 on decent work and economic growth, 10 on reduced inequalities, 12 on responsible consumption and production, 13 on climate action, 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions, and 17 on partnerships in depth. The Forum will also consider the integrated, indivisible, and interlinked nature of the Sustainable Development Goals.
 
3. Stakeholder Group of Persons with Disabilities Submission to the HLPF 2021- Each year the Stakeholder Group of Persons with Disabilities sends a submission around the SDGs and persons with disabilities relating to the theme of the HLPF. It is written with an open consultative process to create a strong statement from various organizations working to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. Thank you to all those who contributed to the submission!  Read the submission here.
 
4. Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) - Forty-three countries will report on the progress of SDG implementation and reflect on the global pandemic. All reviews will be held online and live question and answers sessions will follow the presentations.
After the government presentations, there is usually time allotted for questions and answers. Stakeholders as a group are guaranteed to deliver one statement to these countries. The SGPwD collaborates in the statement drafting and can nominate a limited number of speakers. This provides us with an opportunity to collaborate on country-specific statements and to input into COVID-related advocacy messages.
 
If you or any DPO partner wish to engage in collaborative drafting of a question of under 2 minutes, please email Bethany Brown at bbrown@ida-secretariat.org by Monday June 28, 2021, with the following information:
·        Full Name:
·        Country of interest (from above list):
·        Email address:
·        Whatsapp number:
·        You will be connected with the drafters for the session you are interested in.
 
The following 43 countries will carry out voluntary national reviews (VNRs) of their implementation of the 2030 Agenda in 2021: Afghanistan, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Azerbaijan, Bahamans, Bhutan, Bolivia, Cabo Verde, Chad, China, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Germany, Guatemala, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Marshall Island, Mexico, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Paraguay, Qatar, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sweden. Thailand, Tunisia, Uruguay, Zimbabwe. For more details, please click here.
 
5. Programme - The 2021 HLPF Programme has been released and the focus of the thematic sessions are the SDGs in sustainable recovery from Covid-19.
 
6. Accessibility –All events will be virtual and can be viewed via UN Web TV.  If you are speaking and require a reasonable accommodation, please contact Bethany Brown at bbrown@ida-secretariat.org as soon as possible, by no later than June 30, 2021. More information on accessibility coming soon.
 
7. Official Side Event - The official SGPwD side event will be Friday 9th July from 7:30 am to 9:30 am (EDT) Its theme is: Building an Inclusive and Effective Path for Civil Society Engagement in the HLPF. You can register in advance for this event here. More information coming soon. You can find the tentative programme of side events here.
 
8. VNR Labs – VNR Labs provide an informal platform for experience sharing and reflection on the Voluntary National Review (VNR) process. Learn more on when the VNR labs are being held and the topics they will cover.
 
9. Ministerial Declaration - The HLPF will adopt a Ministerial Declaration as the outcome of its session. The SGPwD is engaged in the negotiations. The most recent draft (June 15) can be found here.
 
10. Key Documents for HLPF 2021  - read more about relevant documents. 
 
·        Report of the Secretary General – Progress towards the SDGs (Advance unedited version)
·       The compilation of the executive summaries of the position papers on this year’s HLPF theme submitted by the Major Groups and other Stakeholders. The SGPwD executive summary is included.

