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CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Background 

The Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network (IPWDGN) is a network of indigenous persons 
with disabilities that was initiated in 2012, as a Caucus, to promote the rights of indigenous persons 
with disabilities, engage with international and regional human rights and development processes as 
well as reach out to new communities. The IPWDGN is guided by the principles of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) and the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP). 

There are an estimated one billion persons with disabilities living across the globe, out of which 54 
million are expected to be indigenous peoples. The issues faced by indigenous persons with disabilities, 
however, remain unaddressed in policies relating to disability and those related to indigenous peoples.  

This lack of prioritisation has resulted in the failure to address the significant barriers faced by 
indigenous persons with disabilities. They face multiple discrimination and also other barriers to 
effectively participate in society, including access to development programmes and funds, education, 
employment, health care, communication and transportation services. Furthermore, indigenous 
persons with disabilities are overrepresented among those living in absolute poverty and continue to 
exist as one of the world’s most vulnerable populations.  



 

 

The inclusion of indigenous persons with disabilities in legislation and programmes, disaggregation of 
data by disability status and the commitment to the elimination of violence and discrimination reflect 
key challenges faced by indigenous persons with disabilities today. 

Context and thematic focus 

“This pandemic has made more noticeable the existing great gender inequalities, has 
reconfirmed the gaps related to gender, indigenous identity, disability, socio-economic, political 

and cultural factors, but we consider also that is a great opportunity to learn, and to end the 
exclusion of indigenous women and girls with disabilities. We need to be included, we want to 
be seen within the proposals of the new normality, we urge that the states build gender justice 

together with civil society and indigenous people with disabilities.”  

Olga Montúfar  

During its 79th session, in June 2021, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW Committee) will hold an online Day of General Discussion on the rights of indigenous 
women and girls, with the aim to stimulate debate and seek inputs for the elaboration of a General 
Recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls that will eventually provide guidance to 
States parties on the measures they should adopt to ensure full compliance with their obligations under 
the Convention to respect and protect the rights of indigenous women and girls.1 

In order to inform the CEDAW Day of General Discussion, IDA, RIADIS and the IPWDGN are holding a 
side event to the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD on the situation of indigenous women and 
girls with disabilities in the recovery efforts from the pandemic of COVID-19. 

The pandemic has exacerbated a significant number of pre-existing inequities and disadvantages that 
are part of the daily experience of indigenous persons with disabilities, which is intensified for women 
and girls with disabilities. The challenge of interconnecting capacities, social and community assets 
with the design and implementation of public policies in response to the emergency due to COVID-19 
should begin with the use of valuable territorial information. 

For indigenous persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, a major issue is 
discrimination in the availability and quality of services as compared with other persons with 
disabilities, as well as lack of prioritization of their requirements, unique capabilities and potential 
contributions to the development of their communities.2  

The crisis derived from the pandemic by COVID 19 contributed to expose the gaps in the creation of 
public policies, laws or reforms that would allow indigenous people with disabilities to have access to 
social services as legitimate users of those subject rights. One of the most crucial gaps that have 

 
1 www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/DGDRightsIndigenousWomenAndGirls.aspx  
2E/C.19/2013/6, Study on the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities, with a particular focus on challenges faced with 
regard to the full enjoyment of human rights and inclusion in development, EMRIP, 2013, para 30,  



 

 

emerged is with regard to the right to education of indigenous children and youth with disabilities, 
which was already highly problematic even prior to the pandemic.   

Indigenous peoples with disabilities, including indigenous women and children with disabilities, face 
multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, including racism, stigma, ableism, sexism, and other 
exclusions, distinctions and restrictions that prevent indigenous individuals from participating fully and 
effectively in the society, including the education process. For instance, an indigenous child may be 
unable to attend school if the facilities are not accessible and also if instruction is not available in their 
indigenous language.3 The moving of education online has resulted in widespread exclusions amongst 
the most marginalized persons with disabilities.  

Indigenous women with disabilities face specific barriers during this COVID-19 pandemic. Very often 
indigenous women have to walk long distances to access river water, which is even more challenging 
for several indigenous women with disabilities to have access to water which, hence leads to poor 
hygiene, dirty clothes, and can, ultimately, compromise a clean and safe delivery, for instance.     

Another concerning outcome of the pandemic is the economic fallout. It has been pointed out that the 
humanity is experiencing the worst economic crisis in the century since the Great Depression4, as by 
September 2020, every advanced economy had fallen to recession or depression, whilst all emerging 
economies were in recession.5 Modelling by the World Bank suggests that in some regions a full 
recovery will not be achieved until 2025 or beyond;6 what will be equivalent to a 10-year setback in 
terms of growth. A new concern of indigenous people with disabilities arises here because it is not clear 
how they will be included in the economic reactivation considering their exclusion so far. Therefore, 
an inclusive approach must be considered and applied in a recovery based on human rights that 
incorporates all sectors, including indigenous women with disabilities. 

This side event seeks to draw particular attention on the rights and specific requirements of indigenous 
women and girls with disabilities, during the global recovery efforts from the pandemic of COVID-19 
and initiate a dialogue on how to ensure that indigenous people with disabilities, particularly women 
and girls, will be centred in efforts to “build back better” and to ensure that they are not left behind in 
the areas that include the right to education and in the economic revival.  

 

 
3 Ibid., 
4  Zumbrun, Josh (10 May 2020). "Coronavirus Slump Is Worst Since Great Depression. Will It Be as Painful?". The Wall Street 
Journal. ISSN 0099-9660. Retrieved 20 January2021 
5  "World Economic Outlook Update, June 2020: A Crisis Like No Other, An Uncertain Recovery". IMF. Retrieved 11 
September 2020. Jump up to:a b "The Great Lockdown: Worst Economic Downturn Since the Great Depression". IMF Blog. 
Retrieved 16 April 2020. 
"COVID-19 to Plunge Global Economy into Worst Recession since World War II". World Bank. Retrieved 11 September 2020. 
6  "The Great Recession Was Bad. The 'Great Lockdown' Is Worse". Bloomberg Quint. Retrieved 15 April 2020. 
 "IMF Says 'Great Lockdown' Worst Recession Since Depression, Far Worse Than Last Crisis". nysscpa.org. Retrieved 15 April 2020. 
Winck, Ben (14 April 2020). "IMF economic outlook: 'Great Lockdown' will be worst recession in century". Business Insider. 
Retrieved 27 April 2020. Larry Elliott Economics editor. "'Great Lockdown' to rival Great Depression with 3% hit to global economy, 
says IMF | Business". The Guardian. Retrieved 27 April 2020. 



 

 

Format and agenda of the side event 

The side event will be held in a virtual format, on 15 June 2021, 10 am New York. The International 
Disability Alliance (IDA) will provide accessibility and inclusion of all participants with simultaneous 
language interpretation services in English and Spanish, International Sign (IS), and captioning. 

 

Speakers: 

• Gladys Acosta Vargas, Chairperson of the CEDAW Committee 
• Gerel Dondovorj, CRPD Committee member 
• Anne Siodi, member of the IPWDGN from Kenya 
• Sajana Gurung, member of the IPWDGN from Nepal and NIDWAN  
• Denisse Taya, member of the IPWDGN from Imbabura, Ecuador, and RIADIS  
• Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) representative (TBC) 
• Closing remarks by Manase Ntutu, Co-Chair of the IPWDGN 

 
Moderation by Olga Montufar, IPWDGN Co-Chair 
 

Platform and registration 

The side event will be held virtually, under a Zoom platform. 

Register in advance for this webinar at https://bit.ly/3xcCOTd 
 

For further information, kindly contact Rosario Galarza rgalarza@ida-secretariat.org and Dalyla Pérez 
indigenous_fellow@ida-secretariat.org).  


