CRPD Committee Closing 

13 September 2013, 10th session
The CRPD Committee closed its 10th session on 13 September 2013.*  At the Committee’s closing, the following decisions/outcomes were announced:
· The Committee had adopted Concluding Observations on Austria, Australia and El Salvador, as well as lists of issues on Azerbaijan, Costa Rica and Sweden.
· The 11th session will take place from 31 March to 11 April 2014 which will be followed by a pre-sessional week from 14 – 17 April 2014.
· At the 11th session, the Committee will hold dialogues with Sweden, Azerbaijan and Costa Rica, as well as adopt lists of issues on Germany, New Zealand, Korea, Ecuador, Belgium, Mexico and Denmark.
· The country rapporteurs for upcoming state reviews have been designated as follows:
· Sweden- Stig Langvad
· Azerbaijan- Mwesigwa Martin Babu
· Costa Rica- Silvia Quan Chang
· Germany – Diane Mulligan
· Mexico- Ana Pelaez Narvaez
· Korea- Monthian Buntan
· Belgium- Lotfi Ben Lallahom
· Denmark- Mwesigwa Martin Babu
· Ecuador- Carlos Rios Espinosa
· New Zealand- Ron McCallum
· The initial drafts of the Committee’s first General Comments on Article 9 and Article 12 have been respectively adopted and will soon be available on the Committee’s website, accompanied by a call for contributions and comments from civil society related to those first drafts.  The working group on Article 6 and the working group established to draft guidelines on civil society participation had also had productive meetings during the session.
· The Committee adopted views on individual communications as well as a declaration on Syria, and those documents will be made available on the Committee’s website.

The International Disability Alliance, Disability Council International and a Swiss based organisation, the National Observatory on the condition of persons with disabilities, made comments at the closing session.

    
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) made some remarks congratulating the Committee for having held a successful session- the most intensive to date since the founding of the Committee with three state reviews carried out, three List of issues adopted and the first ever Meeting with States Parties.  IDA referred to the six country specific side events held during this session which aimed to help members in preparing for the reviews and list of issues.  IDA transmitted the expression of deep appreciation from all the national representative organisations of persons with disabilities which participated at the session who were grateful for the opportunity to exchange with the Committee and for its time and commitment to seek out and understand the concerns of their lived experiences in their respective countries.  In this respect, IDA is awaiting the Committee's guidelines on civil society participation in order to improve the facilitation of DPO participation, and encouraged the Committee to consider enlarging those guidelines, or to adopt separate guidelines- on the participation of national human rights institutions.  During the session, there was enhanced participation by NHRIs and independent monitoring bodies which was important given they play central roles in CRPD implementation and IDA hoped to see continued participation by these bodies and for them to be given their own space and time with the Committee to share information. 
IDA commended the Committee in its continued commitment to systematically provide captioning, international sign and where relevant national sign language interpretation for the public meetings.  This renders the Committee's work more accessible to those in the room as well as webcast viewers across the world.

IDA is gathering feedback from the DPO participants present at the session about the accessibility of the meetings both in terms of communications and information as well as the physical environment and these will be transmitted to the secretariat for the Committee’s consideration.
IDA announced that it has now published on its website a compilation of the Committee’s Concluding Observations and List of Issues adopted to date.  This compilation presents those Concluding Observations recommendations and List of Issues questions per CRPD provision and serves as a tool for DPOs, civil society, States and others to have a more holistic view of your work and to render more accessible and transparent your interpretations per provision.  Those Concluding Observations and List of Issues adopted at the 10th session will also shortly be incorporated into the present compilation, once they are made public.  
With respect to webcasting, IDA informed the Committee that there were over 1000 viewers from 55 countries across the world who tuned in the first week to follow the country reviews with over 400 on the sign language channel. The bulk of viewers came from Austria, Australia and El Salvador- and this despite the considerable time differences of the latter two countries.  These figures demonstrate that there is indeed a demand for webcasting globally for viewers to follow the reviews of their countries; and that it is an essential means to bring the Committee's work directly to the national level -to both civil society and government and which will no doubt serve to better engage them in the important process of follow up to the Committee’s recommendations. 
Disability Council International made reference to its organisational work and objectives including helping States design strategies for implementation of the Convention and by creating employment and educational opportunities for persons with disabilities.  

The National Observatory referred to states parties’ reports and in particular sections which support families and interaction between families and the community.

The Chair of the Committee concluded by highlighting that whilst it was difficult session, the Committee had been very productive; namely holding constructive dialogues, adopting Concluding Observations and lists of issues, issuing views on individual communications, adopting the initial drafts of General Comments on Articles 12 and 9, progress in the work of the working groups on drafting a General Comment on Article 6 and guidelines on civil society participation respectively, a soon to be released declaration, involvement in the treaty body strengthening process as well as the High Level Meeting on Disability and Development.  The Chair commended the Committee for being faithful to the principles of the Convention and to the principles of transparency and democracy.  She thanked the Committee members and the secretariat and declared the 10th session closed.
* This summary compilation is provided by the IDA secretariat and is not an official record of the proceedings.  
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