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I. SUMMARY
BANGLADESH

CEDAW ratification: 1984.

Has ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
BELARUS

CEDAW ratification: 1981.

Has not signed the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ISRAEL

CEDAW ratification: 1991.

Has signed the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
KENYA

CEDAW ratification: 1984.

Has ratified the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

No references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
LIECHTENSTEIN

CEDAW ratification: 1995.

Has not signed the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SRI LANKA

CEDAW ratification: 1981.

Has signed the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SOUTH AFRICA
CEDAW ratification: 1995.

Has ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
Bangladesh
Concluding Observations
B.
Positive aspects

6.
The Committee notes with satisfaction the ratification by the State party, on 30 November 2007, of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and on 12 May 2008, of its Optional Protocol.
Disadvantaged groups of women

37.
The Committee is concerned at the very limited information and statistics provided on disadvantaged groups of women and girls, including minority women such as Dalit women, migrant women, refugee women, older women, women with disabilities and girls living on the streets. The Committee is also concerned that those women and girls often suffer from multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment and health care, housing, protection from violence and access to justice.

Back to top
Belarus

Concluding Observations
36.In line with its previous concluding observations (CEDAW/C/BLR/CO/4-6, para. 356) and its general recommendation No. 24, the Committee calls on the State party:
(c)
To ensure that all women, including women with disabilities, women living with HIV/AIDS and migrant and refugee women, as well as girls have free and adequate access to contraceptives and sexual and reproductive health services, including in rural areas, and to information in accessible formats; and

Women and poverty

39.The Committee reiterates its concern about the feminization of poverty, particularly among women with more than two children, female-headed households, women taking care of family members with disabilities or older family members, and rural and older women. It is also concerned that family and social benefits provided to women affected by poverty are too low to ensure an adequate standard of living for them and their families.

40. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Strengthen the use of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004), to improve the economic status of women affected by poverty;

(b)
Regularly review and adjust the levels of social benefits, with a view to ensuring that they provide an adequate standard of living for women and their families; and

(c)
Ensure that all income generation and poverty alleviation programmes fully benefit women, according to their needs.

Disadvantaged groups of women

41. The Committee is concerned about the lack of disaggregated data on the situation of women who typically face multiple forms of discrimination, such as older women, women with disabilities, women belonging to minorities, including Roma women, and lesbians, and who are particularly vulnerable to violence and abuse.

42. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination such as older women, women with disabilities, women belonging to minorities, including Roma women, and lesbians and include such information in its next periodic report; and

(b)
Adopt pro-active measures, including temporary special measures, to eliminate any such discrimination, including in political and public life and in the areas of education, employment and health, and to protect those women from violence and abuse.

Ratification of other treaties

49.The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e., the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Back to top
Israel
Concluding Observations
Other disadvantaged groups of women

46.
While noting the information provided in the fifth report in respect of women with disabilities and women belonging to ethnic minorities, especially Israeli Arab women, the Committee is concerned at the very limited information provided regarding certain other disadvantaged groups of women and girls, including asylum-seeking women, refugee women, internally displaced women, stateless women and older women. The Committee is also concerned that those women and girls often suffer from multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment and health care, protection from violence and access to justice. The Committee is further concerned that gender-based persecution is not recognized by the State party as a ground for refugee status.
47.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Provide, in its next report, comprehensive information, including sex- disaggregated data and trends over time, on the de facto situation of these disadvantaged groups of women and girls in all areas covered by the Convention, as well as on the impact of measures taken and results achieved in the implementation of policies and programmes for these women and girls; and

Ratification of other treaties

55.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the Government of Israel to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party: the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

Health

38.
The Committee appreciates the efforts made by the State party in the area of health care as well as the continuing decline in the child mortality rate. However, it is concerned that discrepancies remain in the infant as well as maternal mortality rates of Jewish, Israeli Arab and Bedouin women and children. The Committee also notes with concern that the restrictions on movement in the Occupied Territories have had a negative impact on the health of women, including older women and disabled women, and in particular their access to adequate health services, such as hospitals, clinics, urgent care and specialized treatment not available in the Occupied Territories. In addition, the Committee remains concerned about the number of incidents at Israeli checkpoints which have a negative impact on the rights of Palestinian women, including the right of access to health care services for all women, including pregnant women.
Back to top
Liechtenstein

Concluding Observations
Health

38.
The Committee notes the slow progress of the working group dealing with pregnancy conflicts in finding solutions for decriminalizing abortion. It also notes with concern that contraceptives are not generally distributed free of charge, and that women from disadvantaged groups, including women with disabilities and migrant women, sometimes encounter difficulties in accessing sexual and reproductive health services and information.

39.
In line with its previous concluding comments (CEDAW/C/LIE/CO/3, para. 26) and its general recommendation No. 24, the Committee calls on the State party:

(a)
To expedite the review of legislation relating to abortion, with a view to removing punitive provisions for women who undergo abortion; and

(b)
To ensure that all women and girls, including adolescents, women with disabilities and migrant women, have free and adequate access to contraceptives and sexual and reproductive health services and information in accessible formats.

Disadvantaged groups of women

40.
The Committee is concerned about de facto discrimination faced by certain disadvantaged groups of women, especially older women, women with disabilities and migrant women, in areas such as education, employment and health, as well as about their specific vulnerability to violence and abuse. It is also concerned that the reception conditions of asylum seekers, including women and children, are not always adequate.

41.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination such as older women, women with disabilities and migrant women and adopt pro-active measures, including temporary special measures, to eliminate such discrimination, including in the areas of education, employment and health, and to protect them from violence and abuse; and

(b)
Ensure adequate reception conditions for asylum seekers, including for families and separated children, with full consideration of the specific needs of women and girls.

Ratification of other treaties

45.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e., the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
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Sri Lanka
Concluding Observations
Ratification of other treaties

51.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the Government of Sri Lanka to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee also encourages the Government of Sri Lanka to consider ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees adopted in 1951.
Back to top
South Africa
Concluding Observations
3.
The Committee commends the State party for its high-level delegation, headed by the Minister for Women, Children and People with Disabilities, which included several representatives from relevant ministries and the Judiciary, with expertise in the areas covered by the Convention. The Committee appreciates the frank and constructive dialogue that took place between the delegation and the members of the Committee.

6.
The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party has adopted a number of policies, programmes and plans of action to promote gender equality and eliminate discrimination against women, such as the establishment of the Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality branch within the recently created Ministry for Women, Children and People with Disabilities in 2009, the National Gender Policy and the 365 day National Plan of Action to end Gender Violence.

9.
The Committee notes with satisfaction that in the period since the consideration of the previous report, the State party has ratified or acceded to a number of international human rights treaties, namely:

c)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as its Optional Protocol, on 30 November 2007;

National machinery

18.
While noting efforts undertaken by the State party to restructure and strengthen its National Gender Machinery (NGM), notably with the establishment of the Ministry for Women, Children and People with Disabilities, the Committee is concerned about the weak institutional capacity of this Ministry, including inadequate human, financial and technical resources. It is concerned that such inadequacies could prevent it from effectively discharging its functions in promoting specific programmes for the advancement of women, in effectively coordinating efforts among the different institutions of the National Gender Machinery, at various levels, and in ensuring comprehensive gender mainstreaming in all areas of government Policy

19.
The Committee recommends that the State party expeditiously strengthen its National Gender Machinery, in particular the Ministry for Women, Children and People with Disabilities, in order to ensure a strong institutional mechanism for the promotion of gender equality. In particular, the Committee urges the State party to provide the national machinery with adequate human, financial and technical resources to coordinate the implementation of the Convention, and work effectively for the promotion of gender equality. It calls upon the State party to strengthen the linkages between the national, regional and local levels in relation to gender equality activities, including through the provision of training in gender sensitization and gender mainstreaming by the South African Management Institute and/or the Local Government Leadership Academy.
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