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I. SUMMARY
COSTA RICA

CEDAW ratification: 1986

Costa Rica ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 1 October 2008.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
DJIBOUTI

CEDAW ratification: 1998

Djibouti has not ratified the CRPD.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ETHIOPIA

CEDAW ratification: 1981

Ethiopia ratified the CRPD on 7 July 2010.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ITALY

CEDAW ratification: 1985

Italy ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 15 May 2009.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
NEPAL

CEDAW ratification: 1991

Nepal ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 7 May 2010.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

CEDAW ratification: 1984

Republic of Korea ratified the CRPD on 11 December 2008.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SINGAPORE

CEDAW ratification: 1995

Singapore has neither ratified nor signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ZAMBIA

CEDAW ratification: 1985

Zambia ratified the CRPD on 1 February 2010.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
COSTA RICA

Concluding Observations
24.
The Committee notes with satisfaction the amendment of the Electoral Code (2009) which changed the system of quotas for women’s participation in political life to a system based on gender parity (50 per cent women and 50 per cent men). However, the Committee is concerned that the amendment only applies to posts elected under the system of proportional representation (National Assembly seats) and not to those elected under the majority system (Executive posts), where most of the key decision-making posts are located. It is further concerned at the lack of temporary special measures in place aimed at ensuring the participation in political and public life of disadvantaged groups of women, such as women with disabilities, indigenous and afro descendants

25.
The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a)
Consider further amending the Electoral Code, in order to ensure the implementation of gender parity for posts elected under the majority representation system, in line with the Supreme Electoral Tribunal resolution No. 3671-E8-2010;

(b) Adopt, wherever necessary, temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004), in order to accelerate women’s full and equal participation in public and political life, in particular with respect to disadvantaged groups of women, such as women with disabilities, indigenous and afro descendants.
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DJIBOUTI

Concluding Observations
25.
The Committee recalls its general recommendations No. 23 (1997) on women in political and public life and No. 25 (2004) on temporary special measures and recommends that the State party:

(d)
Ensure that women, including women with disabilities, have adequate opportunities to participate and that they have a vote in the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of development policies and community projects;

27.
The Committee calls on the State party to continue taking measures to ensure equal access of girls and women to all levels of education, such as:

(f)
Adequate educational opportunities for girls and boys with disabilities, including by integrating them into mainstream education;

34.
The Committee is concerned about the lack of disaggregated data on the situation of women who typically face multiple forms of discrimination, such as older women, orphaned and vulnerable girls, women with disabilities, and refugee and migrant women.

35.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination, such as older women, orphaned and vulnerable girls, women with disabilities, and refugee and migrant women, and include such data in its next periodic report; and

(b)
Adopt measures, including temporary special measures in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, to eliminate any such discrimination, including, as applicable, in political and public life and in the areas of education, employment and health, and to protect disadvantaged women them from violence, abuse and exploitation, and include information on such measures in its next report.

43.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major

international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e., the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
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ETHIOPIA

Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee welcomes the ratification by the State party of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 7 July 2010.

30.
The Committee welcomes the measures taken by the State party to increase women’s and girls’ access to all levels of education, such as affirmative action, awareness- raising, support to disadvantaged girls, and incentives for parents to send their daughters to school, in particular in rural and pastoralist areas. However, it remains concerned about:

(c)
The limited access of poor girls, girls in pastoralist areas, and girls with disabilities to education due to economic and socio-cultural barriers such as indirect costs of schooling, unfavourable attitudes by male students and teaching staff, verbal and physical abuse and harassment, and long distances to schools; 

31.
The Committee calls on the State party to continue taking measures to address regional disparities and ensure equal access of girls and women to all levels of education such as measures to:

(d)
Strengthen support services, including scholarships, transport and tutorial support, for disadvantaged girls such as poor girls, girls in pastoralist areas and girls with disabilities, as well as incentives and subsidies for their families;

(e)
Ensure adequate educational opportunities for girls and boys with disabilities, including by integrating them into mainstream education;

39.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination, such as older women, women with disabilities, pastoralist women, and refugee and internally displaced women, and include such information in its next periodic report;

(b)
Adopt measures, including temporary special measures within the meaning of article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, to eliminate any such discrimination, ensureequal rights and opportunities for those women, including, as applicable, in political, public, social and economic life and in the areas of education, employment and health, and protect them from violence, abuse and exploitation.
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ITALY

Concluding Observations
9.
The Committee notes with satisfaction the ratification by the State party of:

(a) the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime in 2006;

(b)
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009;

21.
The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(b) take into account the fact that only long-term and definitive measures could be insufficient to comply with the State party’s general obligation to fulfil women’s rights to non-discrimination and to the enjoyment of equality with men but that temporary special measures are “appropriate means” for achievement of gender equality in particular in employment;

(c)
apply temporary special measures in various forms in areas where women are underrepresented, such as legislative, executive, administrative and political bodies, or disadvantaged, in particular with the aim to further improve the situation of rural, migrant, older, Roma and Sinti women, and women with disabilities, and allocate additional resources where needed to accelerate their advancement.

27.
In accordance with its general recommendation No. 19 on violence against women and the views adopted by the Committee under the Optional Protocol procedures, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a)
put emphasis on comprehensive measures to address violence against women in the family and in society, including through addressing the specific needs of women made vulnerable by particular circumstances, such as Roma and Sinti, migrant and older women and women with disabilities;

(d)
enhance the system of appropriate data collection on all forms of violence against women, including domestic violence, protection measures, prosecutions and sentences imposed on perpetrators and conduct appropriate surveys to assess the prevalence of violence experienced by women belonging to disadvantaged groups, such as Roma and Sinti, migrant and older women and women with disabilities;

40. The Committee is also concerned about the difficulties experienced by immigrant women and women with disabilities regarding their integration and participation in the labour market.

41. The Committee calls upon the State party to mainstream the issues of immigrant women and women with disabilities, who may suffer multiple discrimination, into its employment policies and programmes, to intensify its efforts, including with adoption of temporary special measures in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25, aimed at achieving de facto equal opportunities for immigrant women and women with disabilities in the labour market.
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Concluding Observations
7.
The Committee commends the State party’s ratification of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 December 2008.
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NEPAL

Concluding Observations
6. The Committee also notes with satisfaction that in the period since the consideration of the previous report the State party has ratified or acceded to the following international instruments: the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in 2010;

28. The Committee urges the State party to enhance its compliance with article 10 of the Convention and to raise awareness of the importance of education as a human right and as the basis for the empowerment of women. To this end, it urges the State party to:

(a) Strengthen its efforts to achieve universal provision of quality education for girls at each level of the education system in urban, rural and remote areas, provide access to education to girls with disabilities through improvement of infrastructures and provision of support systems, with special attention to girls from Dalit, Indigenous and other disadvantaged groups

31. The Committee welcomes the Aama programme for free delivery services, as well as the decrease in the maternal mortality rate. However, the Committee is deeply concerned about: the low access to basic medical care, in particular by women in situation of poverty, rural women and women with disabilities; the persistence of a very high maternal mortality and morbidity rate, in particular among rural, poor and young mothers; the challenges in accessing delivery services, especially emergency obstetric care; poor nutrition, which is strongly correlated to higher risks of maternal mortality and morbidity; the high prevalence of Uterine Prolapse despite efforts of the State party to provide corrective surgery; the high rate of unsafe abortion, in particular by women in situation of poverty, women from rural villages and from marginalized communities within urban areas, in spite of the legalization of abortion in 2002; the lack of access to family planning and the highest unmet needs for contraception of rural women, adolescents, poor women and women with disabilities; and the lack of data on HIV prevalence of pregnant women.

32. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure access to basic health care and health-related services, within the framework of the Committee’s general recommendation No. 24, in particular for poor and rural women and women with disabilities, and enhance the number of medical staff, including female doctors and other health care providers;

39. The Committee is deeply concerned about the multiple forms of discrimination against disadvantaged groups of women such as Dalit and indigenous women, widows and women with disabilities.

40. The Committee urges the State party to prioritize combating multiple forms of discrimination against women from various disadvantaged groups through the collection of data on the situation of these women, and the adoption of legal provisions and comprehensive programs, including public education and awareness raising campaigns involving the mass media as well as community and religious leaders, to combat multiple discriminations.
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SINGAPORE

Concluding Observations
41.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the two major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e. .. the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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ZAMBIA

Concluding Observations
6. The Committee welcomes the State party’s ratification of the .. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (in 2010). 
33.
While acknowledging the efforts of the State party to improve women’s health, including through increased resource allocation for health services, the Committee is concerned about the situation of health for women in Zambia. The Committee is particularly concerned about the high rates of maternal mortality and morbidity, particularly due to deaths and disabilities resulting from unsafe abortions, despite abortion laws which do not prohibit women from seeking safe abortions at health centres; the lack of access for women and girls to reproductive healthcare and information, including contraception and HIV/AIDS treatment and especially in rural areas; the high rate of adolescent pregnancy; malnutrition; and the prevalence of gender-based violence and discrimination affecting women and girls, including early marriage. While recognizing the efforts of the State party through the ‘Roll-Back Malaria Initiative’, the Committee is concerned that malaria remains a serious health concern for women in Zambia and accounts for 20% of maternal morbidity and mortality.
39. While recognizing efforts of the State party including the launch of the Zambia Agency or Persons with Disabilities and the Public Welfare Assistance Scheme, the Committee is concerned about the de facto discrimination faced by certain disadvantaged groups of women, especially older women, women with disabilities, refugee women and women in detention many of whom suffer social marginalization, exclusion, violence, poverty and isolation in all areas of Zambian society and particularly in rural areas. The Committee is also concerned about the absence of statistical and other information on these groups of women as well as the limited availability of programmes and assistance including in education, employment, health and social services.

40. The Committee recommends that the State:

a)
Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination such as older women, women with disabilities and refugee women;

b)
Adopt pro-active measures, including temporary special measures, to encourage their participation, to eliminate discrimination against them, including in the areas of education, vocational training, employment, health, and reproductive health, to facilitate their access to services such as mental health care services, and to protect them from violence and abuse; 
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