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I. SUMMARY

ARGENTINA

CESCR ratification: 1986

Argentina ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 2 September 2008.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

CAMEROON

CESCR ratification: 1984

Cameroon has signed but not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations (report available in French) .

ESTONIA

CESCR ratification: 1991

Estonia has signed but not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

ISRAEL

CESCR ratification: 1991

Israel has signed but not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

TURKMENISTAN

CESCR ratification: 1997

Turkmenistan ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 4 September 2008 and its Optional Protocol on 10 November 2010.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
ARGENTINA
15.
The Committee notes with concern the large number of workers in the informal economy in the State party and regrets that a significant percentage of them, including migrant workers, lack access to the social security system, in particular pension schemes. The Committee also expresses concern about discrimination with regard to conditions of work and minimum wages experienced in particular by outsourced (tercerizados) or temporary workers, and women in domestic work, the textile industry and the agricultural sector (arts. 6 and 7). 

The Committee urges the State party to continue its efforts to reduce the informal sector of the economy with a view to promoting employment in the formal sector and, in this way, to ensure the full enjoyment of economic and social rights by all workers. It recommends that the State party extend the applicability of the minimum wage legislation to those sectors where it still does not apply. The Committee recommends that measures be taken to ensure the full legal protection of workers irrespectively of their sector of employment. It also encourages the State party to consider modifying the residency requirements established for migrant workers in line with the National Constitution and the Migration Law to ensure their access to non-contributory social benefit schemes.

20.
The Committee is concerned that requirements to receive the universal allowance for children (Asignación Universal por Hijo), which is granted by law, in practice exclude certain groups such as migrants and their children from receiving this benefit.

The Committee calls upon the State party to consider adopting all the necessary measures to ensure the unrestricted coverage of universal allowance for children, in particular from marginalized and disadvantaged groups, such as children of migrant workers in an irregular situation and children of persons deprived of their liberty. 
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CAMEROON (report available in French)
5.
Le Comité prend acte avec satisfaction des efforts accomplis par l’État partie pour promouvoir la mise en œuvre des droits économiques, sociaux et culturels, notamment:

(c)
l’adoption de la loi n° 2010/002 du 13 avril 2010 portant protection et promotion des personnes handicapées;

12.
Le Comité est préoccupé par les difficultés auxquelles font face les personnes handicapées dans les domaines de l’éducation et du travail, en dépit des mesures législatives et institutionnelles adoptées par l’État partie, à la lumière du recrutement de seulement 52 personnes handicapées sur les 25.000 embauchées récemment dans la fonction publique. Par ailleurs, tout en notant les décisions interministérielles visant à faciliter l’accès des personnes handicapées à l’éducation, le Comité regrette de ne pas avoir reçu des informations précises sur l’accès en pratique à l’éducation et l’emploi, ni sur les mesures prises ou envisagées dans ces décisions pour faciliter l’accès et l’usage des bâtiments et institutions publics et privés aux personnes handicapées tel que prévu par la loi sur la promotion et la protection des personnes handicapées. (art. 2(2))

Le Comité recommande à l’État partie de prendre des mesures concrètes et efficaces et d’allouer les ressources nécessaires à la mise en œuvre de la loi sur la promotion et la protection des personnes handicapées. Par ailleurs, le Comité recommande à l’État partie de promouvoir l’intégration des personnes handicapées dans l’éducation et sur le marché du travail, notamment en introduisant un système de quotas, et de veiller à ce que, dans sa législation et ses politiques, le refus d’aménagement raisonnable soit considéré comme une forme de discrimination. Il demande par ailleurs à l’État partie de fournir dans son prochain rapport périodique des données ventilées et comparatives sur l’incidence des mesures prises à cet égard et appelle son attention sur l’observation générale n° 5 (1994) sur les personnes souffrant d’un handicap. 

36.
Le Comité encourage l’État partie à envisager de ratifier le Protocole facultatif se rapportant à la Convention contre la torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradant, les deux Protocoles facultatifs à la Convention relative aux droits de l’enfant concernant respectivement la vente d’enfants, la prostitution des enfants et la pornographie mettant en scène des enfants, et l’implication d’enfants dans les conflits armés, la Convention internationale sur la protection des droits de tous les travailleurs migrants et des membres de leur famille, la Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées et son Protocole facultatif, et la Convention internationale pour la protection de toutes les personnes contre les disparitions forcées. Le Comité invite également l’État partie à signer et à ratifier le Deuxième Protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques, visant à abolir la peine de mort.
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ESTONIA
15.
The Committee is concerned that in spite of efforts undertaken, a large proportion of persons with disabilities are still unemployed. (arts. 6, 2(2))

The Committee recommends that the State party intensify efforts aimed at providing persons with disabilities with the opportunity to secure an appropriate employment. The Committee recommends that the State party continue to raise awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities as well as of incentives in place, and to address the obstacles identified, such as accessibility and transport. The Committee also calls on the State party to ensure that measures taken in this regard effectively aim at the realization of the right to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted. 

35.
The Committee invites the State party to expedite the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee also encourages the State party to consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, and signing and ratifying the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
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ISRAEL
10.
The Committee is concerned about the high unemployment level of persons with disabilities, despite the many projects and instruments established by the State party in this regard (art.6). 

The Committee urges  the State party to effectively implement its measures to overcome the obstacles faced by persons with disabilities in accessing the labour market, and to report in its next periodic report on the impact of such measures on the unemployment rate of persons with disabilities.

15.
The Committee is concerned about recent legislation which prescribes that persons with disabilities have a wage that in certain circumstances is 30 percent of the minimum wage  (art.7).

The Committee recommends that the minimum wage is fully applicable  to persons with disabilities  The Committee further recommends that the State party make sure that this should not result in the reduction of employment opportunities for persons with disabilities.

24.
The Committee is concerned about the high incidence of poverty among families in the State party, in particular among the Arab Israeli population, as well as in the OPT. The Committee is furthermore concerned about the high rate of privatization of social services (art.11).

The Committee recommends that the State party establish a comprehensive policy to address the problem of poverty and social exclusion, accompanied by adequate budget allocations and a scaling down of the privatization of social services. The Committee recommends that the State party focus its efforts in particular on the Arab Israeli population, Ultra-Orthodox Jewish families and disadvantaged and marginalized groups such as older persons, persons with disabilities and asylum seekers. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure timely and unfettered access by the humanitarian organizations operating in the OPT to the Palestinian population, including in all areas affected by the Wall and its associated regime. The Committee refers in this regard to its Statement on Poverty and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2001)

34.
The Committee is concerned that the education system still does not provide adequate support to children with disabilities. It also notes with concern reports of the lack of services provided in practice to children with disabilities in regular schools, effectively limiting their integration into regular class settings (art.13 and 14). 

The Committee recommends that the State party adopt measures in the law and in practice to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language, and allocate the necessary budget for all those measures. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No.5 (1994) on persons with disabilities.

38.The Committee encourages the State party to consider signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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TURKMENISTAN
4.
The Committee welcomes the ratification by the state party of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the ratification of the International Labour Organisation’s Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, the World Health Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, and the United Nations Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons.

14.
The Committee is concerned about the absence of comparable and disaggregated data with respect to the enjoyment of social security benefits such as unemployment benefits, as well as disability and retirement pensions. In this regard, the Committee is particularly concerned with the situation of individuals working in the informal sector.

The Committee recommends that the State party periodically review the amounts of both pensions and unemployment benefits to bring them in line with the cost of living. The Committee furthermore recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to ensure that the social security system offers workers adequate coverage and minimum pensions, including for those working in the informal sector.

15.
The Committee is concerned that the provision of social assistance and welfare benefits for persons with disabilities is inadequate. The Committee is also concerned at the absence of adequate data with regard to children and adults with disabilities.

The Committee recommends that the State party enhances the provision of social assistance and of welfare benefits to persons with disabilities and in this regard refers the State party to its general comment No. 5 on persons with disabilities. The Committee also recommends that the State party collects disaggregated data on the enjoyment, by children and adults with disabilities, of the rights set out in the Covenant, that the State party uses such data to develop laws, programmes and policies to promote equal opportunities for children and adults with disabilities, and that the State party include such information in its next periodic report.
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