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I. SUMMARY

ETHIOPIA

CESCR ratification: 1993.

Ethiopia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 7 July 2010.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

NEW ZEALAND

CESCR ratification: 1978.

New Zealand ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 25 September 2008.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

SLOVAKIA

CESCR ratification: 1993.

Slovakia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 26 May 2010.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations (report available in French).
PERU

CESCR ratification: 1978.

Peru ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 30 January 2008.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.

SPAIN

CESCR ratification: 1977.

Spain ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 3 December 2007.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

ETHIOPIA
Concluding Observations

6. 
The Committee notes with concern that the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission has not yet applied for accreditation with the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. The Committee is concerned about the level of compliance of the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission with the “Paris Principles” adopted by the General Assembly in 1993 (GA res 48/134).

The Committee recommends the State party to take all the necessary steps in order to ensure that the status of the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, including mandate, independence, and capacities, fully complies with the Paris Principles.
8.
The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet adopted a comprehensive anti-discrimination bill. The Committee also notes with concern that the Penal Code criminalizes homosexuality. (art.2)

The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a comprehensive anti-discrimination bill, and take urgent steps to amend the Penal Code to decriminalize homosexuality. The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to combat and prevent discrimination and societal stigma, in particular against persons with disabilities, LGBT individuals, as well as persons belonging to marginalized and disadvantaged groups, and ensure their enjoyment of the rights enshrined in the Covenant, in particular access to employment, social services, health care, and education. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No. 20 (2009) on Non-Discrimination in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
9.
The Committee is concerned that unemployment is high in the State party, in psite of the high rate of economic growth. The Committee is also concerned that unemployment for women is higher than that for men, unemployment of young people remains high and that access to employment for the most disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups such as the youth, persons with disabilities and women is limited. (art. 6) 

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to significantly reduce unemployment and enhance the access to employment for the most disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups, including the youth, persons with disabilities and women.

26.
The Committee is concerned that primary education is neither free nor compulsory, notwithstanding of efforts made by the State party to this end. It is also concerned about low primary school enrolment and attendance rates, including for refugee children, high drop-out rates, the gender gap in enrolment, the insufficient number of trained teachers, and the poor quality of education. The Committee also notes with concern that the literacy rates in rural areas, in particular among women and girls, remain low. (artt.13, 14)

The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts and take urgent measures to ensure that primary education is free and compulsory for all children, in line with articles 13 and 14 of the Covenant, and that the age of completion of compulsory schooling is set at 14 years. It recommends that the State party take urgent steps to increase primary school enrolment and attendance rates, including for children with disabilities, decrease the high dropout rate, and address indirect and hidden costs of school education, and the gender gap in enrolment rates. It also recommends that the State party take measures to train more teachers, especially female, and further increase the number of school facilities, in particular in rural areas. The Committee furthermore recommends that the State party take steps to increase the literacy rate in rural areas, in particular of women and girls.
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NEW ZEALAND
Concluding Observations

4.
The Committee welcomes the ratification by the State party of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture on 14 March 2008, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 25 September 2008, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 20 September 2011. The Committee also welcomes the State party’s endorsement of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
5.
The Committee welcomes the range of measures taken by the State party to promote the realization of economic, social and cultural rights, noting the following in particular:

(a)
The recognition of sign language as an official language;

(b)
The entitlements for refugees and asylum-seekers introduced under the Immigration Act 2009;

(c)
The development and implementation of the new education curriculum which is more responsive to the diversified student population of the State party;

(d)
In the area of family protection, the adoption of the Civil Union Act 2004, the Relationships (Statutory References) Act 2005 and the extension of the relationship property regime to de facto couples; the introduction of paid parental leave; and the adoption of the Crimes (Substituted Section 59) Amendment Act 2007 prohibiting corporal punishment by parents.
13.
The Committee is concerned that persons with disabilities continue to be disadvantaged in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, in spite of the numerous measures taken by the State party. The Committee expresses concern in particular at the insufficiency of measures in place, legislative or otherwise, to promote the employment of persons with disabilities and at the difficulties faced by persons with intellectual disabilities in accessing some health services. (art. 2(2))
The Committee calls upon the State party to (a) introduce incentives and other special measures to promote the employment of persons with disabilities; (b) explicitly regard denial of reasonable accommodation as a form of discrimination; (c) ensure that its primary health system is adequately equipped to provide care to persons with intellectual disabilities.

The Committee recommends that the State party collect data to monitor the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by persons with disabilities and provide information and statistical data in this respect in the next periodic report. The Committee also calls on the State party to take all appropriate measures to ensure that the position of Disability Commissioner is established on a permanent basis.
21.
The Committee notes the challenges caused by the recent earthquakes on the enjoyment of Covenant rights by persons affected, especially their right to housing. (art. 11, 2(2))

The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a human rights approach to reconstruction efforts, ensuring thereby appropriate consideration to availability, affordability and adequacy of housing, including for temporary housing. In this regard, the Committee refers the State party to its general comment No. 4 (1991) on the right to adequate housing. The Committee also encourages the State party to seize the opportunity of the reconstruction efforts to apply designs which enable persons with disabilities’ access on an equal basis with others to the physical environment, facilities and services provided to the public.
32.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider signing and ratifying the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure.
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SLOVAKIA
Concluding Observations (report available in French)
4.
Le Comité accueille avec satisfaction la ratification du Protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits économiques, sociaux et culturels, le 7 mars 2012, ainsi que la ratification des instruments ci-après :  

(a)
la Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées et son Protocole, le 26 mai 2010 ;
6.
Le Comité regrette le fait qu’en dépit de la primauté du Pacte sur le droit interne, l’Etat partie n’ait pas fourni des renseignements sur des cas d’application du Pacte à ce jour par les cours et  tribunaux nationaux.  

Le Comité recommande à l’État partie de prendre les mesures appropriées pour faire mieux connaître le Pacte parmi les juges, les avocats, les procureurs afin de s’assurer que ses dispositions puissent être prises en considération dans les décisions rendues par les cours et tribunaux internes. Le Comité recommande également à l’État partie d’adopter des mesures propres à sensibiliser les membres du pouvoir judiciaire et la population au Pacte et à la justiciabilité des droits économiques, sociaux et culturels.  Il appelle l’attention de l’État partie sur son observation générale nº 9 (1998) concernant l’application du Pacte au niveau national.
7.
Le Comité est préoccupé par le fait que les compétences et l’indépendance du Centre national slovaque pour les droits de l’homme sont limitées. Il est également préoccupé par l’insuffisance des ressources financières et humaines du Centre.  

Le Comité recommande à l’État partie d’amender sa législation afin d’accroître les compétences et l’indépendance du Centre national slovaque pour les  droits de l’homme et le doter de ressources financières et humaines nécessaires à l’accomplissement de ses missions,  en pleine conformité avec les Principes de Paris.
13.
Le Comité est préoccupé par le taux de chômage élevé des populations défavorisées et marginalisées, en particulier des Roms et des  personnes handicapées, ainsi que par l’absence de données  sur l’impact des mesures prises afin de réduire le chômage des personnes handicapées et des Roms. Le Comité est également préoccupé par le fait que les demandeurs d’asile doivent attendre une année pour obtenir un permis de travail.    (art. 6). 

Le Comité recommande à l’Etat partie de renforcer les mesures de promotion des Roms dans le marché de l’emploi, en veillant notamment à la mise en œuvre effective de sa stratégie d’inclusion des Roms et des plans d’actions y relatifs ; de prendre les mesures appropriées notamment en modifiant sa législation afin  de permettre aux demandeurs d’asile d’obtenir un permis de travail avant une année. En ce sens, le Comité recommande également à l’Etat partie de veiller à ce que la reconnaissance des qualifications académiques et l’expérience professionnelle des demandeurs d’asile soit accordée sans discrimination.  Le Comité recommande enfin l’Etat partie une application effective de la législation imposant les quotas d’emploi pour les personnes handicapées par les entreprises.
26.
Le Comité est préoccupé par les  informations à sa disposition selon lesquelles les enfants roms continuent d’être victimes de la ségrégation dans le système scolaire de l’Etat partie consistant notamment à leur refuser la scolarité dans les classes régulières dans certaines localités, à les scolariser dans les classes spéciales, malgré l’existence de la loi sur l’anti-discrimination et la loi sur l’école (School Act). Le Comité est également préoccupé par le fait que le taux de scolarisation des enfants roms reste faible et  que leur taux d’abandon scolaire demeure élevé. Le Comité est enfin préoccupé par la discrimination dont sont victimes les enfants handicapés en milieu scolaire. (art. 13). 

Le Comité recommande à l’État partie de mettre en place une stratégie nationale et un plan d’action en vue d’augmenter le taux de scolarisation et de réduire le taux d’abandon scolaire des enfants roms. A cet effet, le Comité recommande à l’Etat partie de mener des campagnes de sensibilisation auprès des familles roms et de poursuivre les mesures incitatives déjà prises à ce sujet. Le Comité recommande aussi à l’Etat partie de combattre la ségrégation des enfants roms à l’école en veillant à l’application effective de la loi anti-discrimination et de la loi scolaire (School Act) et de sensibiliser le corps enseignant à ces lois ainsi que le reste de la population. Il recommande enfin à l’Etat partie  d’adopter et d’appliquer une approche inclusive dans l’éducation des enfants handicapés. Le Comité rappelle à l’État partie son observation générale nº 13 (1999) sur le droit à l’éducation.
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PERU
Concluding Observations

6.
The Committee notes with concern that, despite legislative steps, persons with disabilities still face discrimination in accessing employment. (art.2)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to promote the employment of persons with disabilities, as well as to protect them from discrimination in the workplace. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure effective compliance by public institutions with the 3 percent quota accorded to persons with disabilities.
13.
The Committee notes with concern that a large proportion of wage-earners in the private sector have no social security cover. It is also concerned that only 1.4 percent of persons with disabilities are covered by social security programs (art.9)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to ensure universal social security coverage, and extend the coverage of social security to all workers in the private sector, as well as persons with disabilities. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment no. 19 (2007) on the right to social security.
24.
The Committee is concerned that women who were subjected to  forced sterilizations under the National Reproductive Health and Family Planning Program between 1996-2000 have not yet received reparations. (art.12)

The Committee recommends that the State party effectively investigate, without further delay, all cases of forced sterilization, guarantee adequate resourcing for these criminal investigations, and ensure that victims receive adequate reparations.
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SPAIN

Concluding Observations

4.
El Comité toma nota con reconocimiento de la ratificación de los siguientes instrumentos internacionales: 

 (b) la Convención Internacional sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad y su Protocolo Facultativo (3 de diciembre de 2007),;
8.
El Comité expresa su preocupación por la reducción de los niveles de protección efectiva de los derechos consagrados en el Pacto que ha resultado de las medidas de austeridad adoptadas por el Estado parte, perjudicando de forma desproporcionada el disfrute de sus derechos por las personas y los grupos desfavorecidos y marginados, especialmente los pobres, las mujeres, los niños, las personas con discapacidad, los adultos y los jóvenes desempleados, las personas mayores, los gitanos, los migrantes, y los solicitantes de asilo (art. 2.1).
El Comité recomienda al Estado parte garantizar que todas las medidas de austeridad adoptadas identifiquen el contenido mínimo esencial de todos los derechos del Pacto, y tomar todas las medidas apropiadas para proteger este contenido esencial en cualquier circunstancia, especialmente para las personas y los grupos desfavorecidos y marginados. En este contexto, el Comité recomienda al Estado parte recopilar información estadística desagregada, con el objeto de identificar a las personas y grupos afectados y aumentar la eficacia de sus esfuerzos para la protección de sus derechos económicos, sociales y culturales. El Comité también señala a la atención del Estado parte su carta abierta sobre los derechos económicos, sociales y culturales en el contexto de la crisis económica y financiera, con fecha 16 de mayo de 2012.  
12.
El Comité está preocupado, particularmente en el contexto de la crisis económica y financiera, por el continuo incremento de las tasas de desempleo y del desempleo de larga duración que afectan negativamente a un porcentaje elevado de la población del Estado parte, especialmente los jóvenes, los inmigrantes, los gitanos, y las personas con discapacidad, agravando la situación de vulnerabilidad en la cual se encuentran (arts. 2.2 y 6).
El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que refuerce sus programas y adopte estrategias eficientes con miras a reducir las tasas de desempleo y cumplir progresivamente con el pleno disfrute del derecho al trabajo El Comité recomienda al Estado parte evitar cualquier retroceso en el ámbito del empleo, incluyendo en materia de protección de los derechos laborales de los trabajadores El Comité también requiere al Estado parte entregar en su próximo informe periódico estadísticas anuales en cuadros sobre la situación general del empleo, desagregadas por sexo, edad, nacionalidad y discapacidad. Asimismo, el Comité recomienda que la formación profesional de calidad siga siendo prioritaria, especialmente en los casos de desempleo de larga duración, tomando en cuenta las necesidades de las personas y grupos desfavorecidos y marginados. A este respecto, el Comité señala a la atención del Estado parte su Observación general Nº 18, sobre el derecho al trabajo (2005).
13.
Preocupa al Comité que la persistencia de ciertos estereotipos sobre las funciones de género sigan impidiendo que las mujeres disfruten, en igualdad de condiciones que los hombres, del derecho al trabajo. El Comité sigue preocupado por la menor representación de las mujeres en los cargos decisorios, tanto en el sector público como en el privado. Le preocupa, asimismo, que, pese a los esfuerzos desarrollados en la materia, la diferencia de remuneración entre hombres y mujeres siga siendo considerable, en contra del principio de salario igual por trabajo de igual valor que figura en la legislación del Estado parte y en el Pacto (art. 3, 6, 9, 10). 
El Comité recomienda al Estado parte redoblar sus esfuerzos para combatir los estereotipos de género en la familia y en la sociedad, inclusive promoviendo la igual representación de hombres y mujeres en los cargos decisorios de los sectores público y privado. También insta al Estado parte a vigilar el cumplimiento, por los actores privados, de la legislación sobre la igualdad de trato, la no discriminación y el principio de salario igual por trabajo de igual valor. Paralelamente, el Comité pide al Estado parte promueva una mayor participación de los hombres en las labores de atención y en el suministro de servicios de atención para niños, personas con discapacidad, personas mayores y enfermos.
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