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I. SUMMARY

BULGARIA

CESCR ratification: 1970
Bulgaria ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 22 March 2012 and signed its Optional Protocol on 18 December 2008
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Bulgaria
ECUADOR

CESCR ratification: 1969
Ecuador ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 3 April 2008
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Ecuador (available in Spanish)
ICELAND

CESCR ratification: 1979
Iceland signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Iceland
MAURITANIA

CESCR ratification: 2004
Mauritania ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 3 April 2012
No references to persons with disabilities
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

CESCR ratification: 1976
Tanzania ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 November 2009
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Tanzania
REPUBLIC OF CONGO

CESCR ratification: 1983
The Republic of Congo signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Republic of Congo (available in French)
EQUATORIAL GUINEA

CESCR ratification: 1987
Equatorial Guinea has not signed or ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities nor its Optional Protocol
References to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Equatorial Guinea (available in Spanish)
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

BULGARIA
Concluding Observations
4. The Committee takes note with appreciation of the State party’s efforts to promote the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights, which have included:
(a) The establishment of the National Council on Integration of Persons with Disabilities in 2004;
5. The Committee regrets that the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights is still rarely invoked by domestic courts, including because of the reduced knowledge of the covenant by judges, lawyers, and prosecutors.

The Committee recommends that the State party improve human rights training 

programmes in such way as to ensure better knowledge, awareness and application the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in particular among judiciary, law enforcement  officials and other actors responsible for implementation of the Covenant.  The Committee also draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 9 (1998) on the domestic application of the Covenant.
6. The Committee notes with concern that the Ombudsman and the Commission for 

Protection against Discrimination, as national human rights institutions do not fully comply with the Paris Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (General Assembly Resolution 48/134).

The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the necessary measures to enable the Ombudsman and the Commission for Protection against Discrimination to fully comply with the Paris Principles. The Committee also urges the State party to ensure that economic, social and cultural rights are fully covered by the mandate of the two national human rights institutions, and that they are provided with the necessary resources for their effective functioning.
9. The Committee is concerned about the situation of asylum seekers who are not allowed to work during the first year of their stay in the State party, and therefore only have access to the monthly allowance in application with the Social Assistance Act, highly prejudicing their access to the rights set out in the Covenant. The Committee is also concerned that the assistance provided to newly recognized refugees does not give them access to adequate housing, food, clothing and education needs (art. 3).

The Committee recommends that the State party take the appropriate steps to amend its legislation, allowing asylum seekers to obtain a work permit within the year of their arrival to the State party. The State party should also reinforce its National Programme for the Integration of Refugees throughout its territory, including through the implementation of language trainings more adapted to the persons in need, of social orientation and vocational training programmes, and providing special attention to vulnerable persons, including older persons and persons with disabilities.
11. The Committee is concerned, particularly in the context of the economic and financial crisis, about the recent rise in unemployment and long-term unemployment rates, which negatively affect the population of the State party, especially young persons, immigrants, Roma persons and persons with disabilities, and increases their vulnerability in violation of their rights set out in the Covenant (arts. 2, para. 2 and 6).

The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its programmes and adopt effective strategies to reduce unemployment  rates  and  move progressively towards the full realization of the right to work, avoiding any retrogressive step with regard to the protection of workers’ labour rights. The Committee recommends that high-quality vocational training, especially for the long-term unemployed, continues to be prioritized taking into account the needs of disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups. The Committee further recommends the adoption ofemployment strategies and plans of action targeting regions where unemployment is most severe. It also requests the State party, in its next periodic report, to submit tables of annual statistics on the general employment situation, disaggregated by sex, age, nationality, disability, and by urban or rural region.  In that regard, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 18 (2005) on the right to work. The Committee also draws the State party’s attention to its open letter of 16 May 2012 to States parties on economic, social and cultural rights in the context of the economic and financial crisis.

14. The Committee is concerned about the reduced impact of existing plans and strategies for children who leave institutional care on children with disabilities who are in institutions, and about the lack of services to prepare the integration of persons who leave institutional care into society. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of clarity on the legal status and on available alternatives for children without a family who leave institutional care (art. 10).

The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the full implementation of the reform of the residential care system for children, focusing on the integration of children who leave institutional care, including those with disabilities. The Committee recommends the State party to clarify the legal status of children without family who leave institutional care, and to provide them with adequate family substitute and family support services, as well as community-based services. To that regard, the Committee recommends that the State party take into account the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children, annexed to General Assembly Resolution 64/142 of 20 December 2009, and it requests the State party to include in its next periodic report disaggregated data, by sex, year, family status and disability, on progress made in the reintegration of children who leave institutional care.
15. The Committee is concerned about the persistence of high levels of domestic violence, in particular violence against women. The Committee also regrets that domestic violence still does not constitute an act specifically punishable under criminal law, and that only a limited proportion of such cases are reported to the competent authorities for their investigation and punishment (art. 10).

The Committee recommends that the State party explicitly criminalize all forms of domestic violence in its Penal Code. It recommends the State party to carry out focused awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the population on the severe effects of domestic violence, and to ensure the systematic training of local authorities, law enforcement and police officials, social workers and medical personnel on how to detect and adequately advise victims of domestic violence, particularly violence against women. The Committee also recommends the State party to take the necessary measures to secure the report, criminal investigation, prosecution and sanction of all cases of domestic violence.
18. The Committee is concerned by the fact that a significant proportion of the population still live below the poverty line, especially within the most disadvantaged and marginalized groups of its population, including the Roma. The Committee is further concerned about the regional disparities in that regard (art. 11).

The Committee strongly urges the State party to intensify its efforts to combat poverty, especially among the most disadvantaged and marginalized members of the population, including the Roma, and to reduce disparities between regions. In that respect, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its statement concerning poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(E/C.12/2001/10).
19. The Committee is concerned that some groups within the State party’s population, especially its most disadvantaged and most marginalized members, including the Roma, still do not have access to adequate housing. The Committee is also particularly concerned about the numerous forced evictions affecting the Roma (art. 11).

The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the 2010 Act encouraging low-cost housing construction is implemented and that it pursues its social housing construction programme, giving priority in the assignment of such dwellings to disadvantaged and marginalized groups, particularly the Roma. The 

Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 4 on the right to adequate housing. It also recommends that the State party prevent forced evictions of Roma to take place until these have been consulted and offered alternative accommodations or compensation. The Committee further draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 7 (1997) on forced evictions.
20. The Committee is concerned by the high frequency of teenage pregnancies, often leading teenage girls to drop out of school. The Committee is also concerned at the information received on high rates of infant and maternal mortality, and by the lack of detailed information on the causes of this problem (arts. 10 and 12).

The Committee calls on the State party to intensify its efforts aimed at preventing teenage pregnancy and to provide the necessary support services for pregnant adolescents, including measures to enable them to continue their education. The 

Committee also urges the State party to ensure that sexual and reproductive health services are effectively accessible to adolescents, and that all pregnant women and girls have access to specialized medical care. Finally, the Committee recommends that the State party thoroughly assess the causes of all cases of maternal and infant mortality in order to develop specific and adapted strategies in that regard.

21. The Committee remains concerned, despite the information provided on the related reform to be enforced from January 2013, about the difficulties faced by persons living with 

HIV/AIDS and by Alzheimer patients in accessing treatment through the social security scheme. In both cases, the Committee also regrets the absence of information on the accessibility of the relevant treatments and care (art. 12).

The Committee recommends that the State party to ensure that treatment and care be available to and accessible by persons living with HIV/AIDS, and by Alzheimer patients, and that the referred treatments are effectively covered by the social security scheme.

21. The Committee remains concerned, despite the information provided on the related reform to be enforced from January 2013, about the difficulties faced by persons living with HIV/AIDS and by Alzheimer patients in accessing treatment through the social security scheme. In both cases, the Committee also regrets the absence of information on the accessibility of the relevant treatments and care (art. 12).

The Committee recommends that the State party to ensure that treatment and care be available to and accessible by persons living with HIV/AIDS, and by Alzheimer patients, and that the referred treatments are effectively covered by the social security scheme.
22. The Committee notes with concern that, despite the achievements of the State party in the field of education, high drop-out rates persist, especially within disadvantaged and marginalized groups of the population. The Committee is also concerned by reports that Roma children and children with disability continue to be victims of segregation in the school system (art. 13).

The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to address the economic, social and cultural factors identified as root causes of persisting high school drop-out rates.  The Committee also recommends that the State party conduct campaigns to raise awareness among Roma families on the importance of education,and continue to offer  related  incentives, and pursue its efforts to combat the segregation of Roma children and children with disability in schools. In this regard, the State party should ensure the effective enforcement of the Anti-Discrimination Act and the Public Education Act and it should raise awareness of these laws among teachers and the population at large. The Committee additionally directs the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 13 (1999) on the right to education
25. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate these concluding observations widely at all levels of society, and particularly among public officials, judicial authorities and civil society organizations, and to inform the Committee in its next periodic report on the steps taken to implement them. It also encourages the 

State party to continue to engage civil society organizations in the discussions to be held at the national level prior to the submission of its next periodic report.
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ECUADOR

Concluding Observations
 (report available in Spanish)
4. También reconoce la ratificación por el Estado parte de otros instrumentos 

internacionales:

(a) la Convención sobre los Derechos de las Personas con Discapacidad y su 

Protocolo Facultativo;
6. El Comité destaca la aprobación de la Constitución de la República del Ecuador en 

2008, que establece la aplicación inmediata de los derechos humanos contenidos en ésta y 

en los instrumentos internacionales de derechos humanos; el principio de no discriminación 

en el ejercicio de los derechos humanos y la justiciabilidad de los derechos humanos 

mediante mecanismos judiciales como la acción de protección.

7. El Comité observa como positivo, el desarrollo de un marco legislativo dirigido a 

asegurar el disfrute de varios derechos contenidos en la Convención:

(a) La adopción de la Ley Orgánica del Régimen de la Soberanía Alimentaria 

publicada en el Registro Oficial 583 Suplemento del 5 de mayo de 2009;

(b) La Ley Orgánica de Educación Superior publicada en el Registro Oficial No. 

298 del 12 octubre de 2010;

(c) La Ley Orgánica de Discapacidades publicada en el Suplemento del Registro 

Oficial No. 796 del 25 de septiembre de 2012;
8. El Comité recibe con agrado la información sobre la aplicación directa del Pacto 

Internacional de Derecho Económicos, Sociales y Culturales por la Corte Constitucional y 

la incorporación de la doctrina del Comité y de sus comentarios generales 4 (derecho a una 

vivienda adecuada) y 15 (derecho al agua) como fuente de interpretación en los casos 1207-

10-EP Sentencia  148-12-SEP-CC acción extraordinaria de protección del derecho a la 

vivienda; 1586-2008-RA acción de amparo constitucional sobre el derecho al trabajo; 0907-

2008-RA acción de amparo constitucional sobre el derecho a la educación.
12. Al Comité le preocupa que únicamente el 35 % de personas con discapacidad 

pertenece  a la población económicamente activa y la ausencia de información sobre 

medidas para eliminar las formas de discriminación que todavía enfrentan las personas con 

discapacidad en distintos ámbitos. Al Comité le preocupa que los programas sociales como 

los bonos a familiares de personas con discapacidad intelectual o psicosocial y el 

suministro de prótesis sean insuficientes para lograr el reconocimiento de las personas con 

discapacidad como titulares de derechos. 

El Comité recomienda al Estado Parte que continúe sus esfuerzos para cumplir las 

metas fijadas en las políticas de empleo que tengan en cuenta la diversidad y las 

habilidades de las personas con discapacidad y asegure que se realicen ajustes 

razonables en el ámbito del trabajo. Alienta al Estado parte a desarrollar políticas 

públicas basadas en el reconocimiento de derechos de las personas con discapacidad 

más allá de las medidas de asistencia social.  El Comité recomienda al Estado parte 

que proporcione los recursos necesarios a la Defensoría del Pueblo para el desarrollo 

del monitoreo de los derechos de las personas con discapacidad y que fortalezca las 

capacidades de los organismos locales para aplicar la Ley Orgánica de las 

Discapacidades de 2012.  
29. El Comité observa con preocupación que el artículo 447 del Código Penal del 

Ecuador solo exime de responsabilidad en caso de aborto para evitar un peligro para la vida 

o la salud de la madre o en caso de violación a mujeres con discapacidad mental y 

psicosocial.
El Comité recomienda al Estado Parte implementar la reforma del código penal con el 

fin de establecer excepciones a la penalización del aborto cuando el embarazo sea 

consecuencia de una violación aunque no se trate de mujeres con discapacidad y 

cuando se ha establecido la existencia de malformaciones congénitas. El Comité insta 

al Estado Parte a suprimir de su  código penal los términos “idiota” y “demente” 

cuando se refiere a las mujeres con discapacidad mental y/o psicosocial.
30. El Comité le preocupa la ausencia de datos suficientes, desagregados y actualizados 

sobre la salud mental y psicosocial en el Estado Parte. También, le preocupa al Comité la 

incidencia del VIH SIDA y en particular, las deficiencias en la provisión de medicinas 

antirretrovirales así como la prestación de servicios de salud en particular, para las 

personas, Lesbianas, Gay, Bisexuales, Transexuales (LGBT).

El Comité recomienda al Estado Parte que en el marco de su estrategia de salud 

incluya como componente prioritario la salud mental y establezca  mecanismos de 

monitoreo regulares e independientes. El Comité solicita al Estado Parte brindar 

información sobre los avances en materia de salud mental y psicosocial en su próximo 

informe periódico. El Comité recomienda al Estado Parte establecer lineamientos 

para garantizar el acceso de las personas Lesbianas, Gay, Bisexuales,  Transexuales

(LGBT)  sin discriminación  a los servicios de salud  incluida la salud sexual y 

reproductiva.

31. Al Comité le preocupa la persistencia del analfabetismo y su incidencia en la 

población indígena a pesar de los avances para eliminar los costos educativos en la 

educación primaria. Al Comité le preocupan las limitaciones en el acceso y permanencia en 

la educación secundaria y la educación superior particularmente de los adolescentes y 

jóvenes indígenas, Afroecuatorianos y Montubios. 

El Comité recomienda al Estado Parte continuar sus esfuerzos en el marco del plan de 

alfabetización de manera que incluya la situación en las zonas rurales, indígenas y 

entre distintos grupos etarios. Alienta al Estado Parte a desarrollar programas 

específicos para prevenir la deserción escolar y enfrentar las causas de la misma. 

Recomienda al Estado parte que implemente sus políticas con amplia participación 

del sector  educativo incluyendo padres de familia y acudientes, sindicatos de maestros 

y movimientos sociales, tanto en el sector público como privado. 

32. Preocupa al Comité el maltrato físico y psicológico contra  los adolescentes y 

jóvenes en el sistema educativo.

El Comité insta al Estado Parte a adoptar medidas efectivas en el sistema educativo 

para prevenir el maltrato físico y psicológico contra los adolescentes y los jóvenes y 

promover una cultura de respeto de sus derechos humanos. 
33. El Comité se encuentra preocupado por el riesgo de desaparición de ciertos idiomas 

indígenas en el Estado Parte También le preocupa que no  exista información suficiente 

traducida a las diferentes lenguas  indígenas.

El Comité insta al Estado parte a que adopte medidas urgentes para preservar las 

lenguas indígenas. El Comité  insta al Estado parte  a aumentar sus esfuerzos en 

traducir información a los principales idiomas indígenas, así como  a desarrollar

mecanismos para fomentar su uso a nivel local, incluyendo medios audiovisuales, 

libros y cuentos.
36. El Comité pide al Estado parte que difunda ampliamente las presentes 

observaciones finales en todos los niveles de la sociedad incluyendo los pueblos y 

nacionalidades indígenas e informe al Comité sobre las medidas que haya adoptado 

para aplicarlas, en su próximo informe periódico.
Back to Top
EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Concluding Observations (report available in Spanish)
11. El Comité lamenta la ausencia de datos completos, actualizados y desglosados sobre 

el disfrute de los diversos derechos económicos, sociales y culturales contenidos en el 

Pacto, lo que  tiene un efecto perjudicial para la elaboración y aplicación de políticas 

públicas por el Estado parte en relación con los derechos contenidos en el Pacto. 

El Comité exhorta al Estado parte a que  refuerce su sistema de acopio de datos y a 

que, a  la mayor brevedad posible, reúna datos y análisis estadísticos anuales y 

comparativos actualizados, que cumplan con los estándares internacionales de 

precisión, sobre el disfrute de los derechos consagrados en el Pacto, desglosados por 

edad,  sexo, población urbana/rural y otras características pertinentes, prestando 

especial atención a la situación de las personas y grupos más desfavorecidos y 

marginados, como las personas con discapacidad y las personas con VIH/SIDA. 

El Comité solicita al Estado parte que, en su informe inicial, presente los datos 

recolectados y los análisis estadísticos anuales y comparativos efectuados en relación 

con los derechos contenidos en el Pacto, así como una indicación de las repercusiones 

de las medidas adoptadas para garantizar el pleno goce de los mismos y los resultados 

obtenidos.

12. El Comité lamenta que la información  proporcionada  no le haya  aclarado la 

situación jurídica del Pacto en el ordenamiento interno ni le haya permitido conocer si los 

tribunales nacionales lo han invocado en sus decisiones. 

El Comité solicita al Estado parte que en su informe inicial se sirva aclarar la situación 

jurídica del Pacto en el ordenamiento interno e incluya información relativa a la 

jurisprudencia nacional sobre la aplicación del Pacto. Al respecto, el Comité señala a la 

atención del Estado parte su Observación General No. 9 (1998), relativa a la aplicación 

interna del Pacto.

13. El Comité recomienda al Estado parte asegurar que se destine el máximo de los 

recursos de que disponga a asistencia y servicios sociales a fin de lograr 

progresivamente, de conformidad con el párrafo 1 del artículo 2, la plena efectividad 

de los derechos económicos, sociales y culturales reconocidos en el Pacto. Al respecto, 

el Comité alienta al Estado parte a que  implemente el compromiso de aumentar a 

partir del próximo ejercicio el porcentaje de su presupuesto en el sector social.

Asimismo, el Comité recomienda que el Estado parte intensifique sus esfuerzos para 

combatir la corrupción y garantizar la transparencia de la gestión pública con miras a 

prevenir el desvío  de los recursos públicos, así como para  llevar a los responsables 

ante la justicia.  También recomienda que el Estado parte adopte las medidas 

necesarias para concientizar a los funcionarios públicos nacionales y locales acerca de 

los costos económicos y sociales de la corrupción, así  como a los jueces, fiscales y miembros de las fuerzas de seguridad acerca de la estricta implementación de  la 

legislación contra la corrupción.

El Comité solicita al Estado parte que, en su informe inicial, le proporcione los 

porcentajes anuales del presupuesto nacional destinados al sector social. Además, el 

Comité solicita al Estado parte que proporcione información acerca del contenido y 

alcance del  Plan Nacional “Guinea Ecuatorial Horizonte 2020” y del Fondo para el 

Desarrollo Social, así como del nivel de progreso de los mismos y de los resultados 

obtenidos como consecuencia de su implementación.

El Comité señala a la atención del Estado parte su declaración sobre la evaluación de 

la obligación de adoptar medidas hasta el máximo de los recursos de que disponga 

(E/C.12/2007/1).

11. El Comité lamenta la ausencia de datos completos, actualizados y desglosados sobre 

el disfrute de los diversos derechos económicos, sociales y culturales contenidos en el 

Pacto, lo que  tiene un efecto perjudicial para la elaboración y aplicación de políticas 

públicas por el Estado parte en relación con los derechos contenidos en el Pacto. 

El Comité exhorta al Estado parte a que  refuerce su sistema de acopio de datos y a 

que, a  la mayor brevedad posible, reúna datos y análisis estadísticos anuales y 

comparativos actualizados, que cumplan con los estándares internacionales de 

precisión, sobre el disfrute de los derechos consagrados en el Pacto, desglosados por 

edad,  sexo, población urbana/rural y otras características pertinentes, prestando 

especial atención a la situación de las personas y grupos más desfavorecidos y 

marginados, como las personas con discapacidad y las personas con VIH/SIDA. 

El Comité solicita al Estado parte que, en su informe inicial, presente los datos 

recolectados y los análisis estadísticos anuales y comparativos efectuados en relación 

con los derechos contenidos en el Pacto, así como una indicación de las repercusiones 

de las medidas adoptadas para garantizar el pleno goce de los mismos y los resultados 

obtenidos.

15. El Comité observa que la igualdad entre el hombre y la mujer está reconocida en la 

Ley Fundamental de Guinea Ecuatorial. Sin embargo, el Comité observa con preocupación 

los informes que dan cuenta de que aún persisten estereotipos de género arraigados así 

como costumbres y prácticas tradicionales que afectan negativamente al disfrute en pie de 

igualdad  entre hombres y mujeres de los derechos contenidos en el Pacto, y de que los 

esfuerzos realizados por el Estado parte para combatirlos son limitados. Asimismo, el 

Comité nota con preocupación las dificultades que entraña la coexistencia del derecho civil 

y el consuetudinario para la promoción y la protección de la igualdad de derechos entre 

hombres y mujeres en el ámbito del matrimonio, las relaciones familiares y la sucesión

(arts. 2.2, 3 y 10).

El Comité insta al Estado parte a que adopte las medidas necesarias, ya sean 

legislativas o de otra índole, así como a que refuerce y asegure el cumplimiento 

efectivo de las ya existentes, incluyendo las actividades de sensibilización, para 

combatir y eliminar los estereotipos, costumbres y prácticas que afectan 

negativamente a las mujeres, así como para eliminar la discriminación contra la 

mujer en aquellas cuestiones relativas al matrimonio, las relaciones familiares y la 

sucesión, de conformidad con las disposiciones del Pacto. Asimismo, recomienda al 

Estado parte que asegure el pleno goce por parte de las mujeres de todos los derechos 

económicos, sociales y culturales consagrados en el Pacto.

El Comité solicita al Estado parte que le provea en su informe inicial datos 

actualizados sobre las medidas adoptadas y los resultados obtenidos para eliminar la 

discriminación directa e indirecta basada en el sexo en n los derechos 

consagrados en el Pacto, y para garantizar que hombres y mujeres disfruten de esos 

derechos en pie de igualdad.

16. El Comité nota con preocupación los informes que dan cuenta de que, a pesar de los 

altos ingresos del Estado parte, existen en el país elevados niveles de pobreza, en particular 

en las zonas rurales y entre las mujeres (art. 11).

El Comité recomienda al Estado parte que intensifique sus esfuerzos para luchar

contra la pobreza, sobre todo en las zonas rurales y en las regiones desfavorecidas y 

marginadas; que asigne los fondos suficientes a estos efectos; y que garantice que 

todos los derechos económicos, sociales y culturales se  encuentren plenamente integrados en cualquier medida que se adopte para combatir la pobreza. El Comité 

recomienda igualmente al Estado parte que se ocupe particularmente de los derechos 

económicos, sociales y culturales de las personas y grupos más desfavorecidos y 

marginados, como las personas con discapacidad, las mujeres de las zonas rurales, y 

las personas que viven con el VIH/SIDA.

El Comité pide al Estado parte que en su informe inicial incluya datos comparativos y 

desglosados por año, sexo, y regiones urbanas y rurales sobre el número de personas 

que viven en condiciones de pobreza y de pobreza extrema, y sobre los progresos que 

haya realizado en sus esfuerzos por combatirlas. El Comité remite al Estado parte a 

su declaración sobre la pobreza y el Pacto Internacional de Derechos Económicos, 

Sociales y Culturales (E/C.12/2001/10).

19. El Comité alienta asimismo al Estado parte a que considere adherirse al 

Segundo Protocolo Facultativo del Pacto Internacional de Derechos Civiles y Políticos; 

al Protocolo facultativo de la Convención sobre los Derechos del Niño relativo a la 

participación de niños en los conflictos armados; a la Convención Internacional sobre 

la protección de los derechos de todos los trabajadores migratorios y sus familiares; a 

la Convención sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad y su Protocolo 

Facultativo; y a la Convención Internacional para la protección de todas las personas 

contra las desapariciones forzadas.

20. El Comité pide al Estado parte que dé amplia difusión a las presentes 

observaciones en todos los niveles de la sociedad, en particular entre los funcionarios 

públicos, el poder judicial y las organizaciones de la sociedad civil.

21. El Comité solicita al Estado parte que presente un informe inicial integral sobre 

la aplicación del Pacto de conformidad con las directrices aprobadas por el Comité en 

2008 (E/C.12/2008/2), prestando particular atención a las cuestiones planteadas y las 

inquietudes expresadas en las presentes observaciones y durante la discusión con los 

miembros del Comité, a más tardar dentro de los dos años a partir de las presentes 

observaciones.  El Comité   enfatiza  el compromiso de los representantes de Guinea 

Ecuatorial que se reunieron con el Comité de presentar un informe inicial integral que 

tendrá en cuenta los comentarios y sugerencias del Comité dentro del período 

indicado. Asimismo, el Comité exhorta al Estado parte a que asegure la participación 

de las organizaciones de la sociedad civil en el proceso de debate a nivel nacional antes 

de la presentación de su informe inicial.
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ICELAND
Concluding Observations
5. The Committee regrets that the State party, as yet, does not have a comprehensive anti-discrimination law. The Committee is particularly concerned that persons with disabilities face discrimination with regard to their rights to education, housing and social assistance. (art.2)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation. It also recommends that the State party ensure that measures are taken to combat and prevent discrimination, especially against persons with disabilities, in particular with respect to the right to education and housing, as well as social assistance under article 9 of the Covenant.
16. The Committee is concerned that, despite the State party’s efforts to combat poverty, the financial and economic crisis since 2008 has led to an increase in the rate of persons that live below the low-income threshold, in particular families with children and single parent families.  The Committee is also concerned that persons with disabilities face difficulties in realizing their right to an adequate standard of living, in particular access to adequate food. (art. 11)

The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to combat poverty and social exclusion, in particular of families with children, single parent families, and persons with disabilities. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its statement on poverty and ICESCR of 4 May 2001, and reminds the State party of its obligation, even under severe resource constraints, to protect vulnerable groups of society, as stated in paragraph 12 of General Comment No.3 (1990) on the nature of States parties' obligations.
17. The Committee is concerned that the extensive cuts to the health sector budget since 2008 have  resulted in a reduction of the quality and availability of public health care services, including the closure of facilities and reduction in the number of personnel. The Committee is also concerned that there are financial constraints for families with children with  disabilities in accessing required health care services, such as dentists or speech therapists, as well as language barriers for immigrants in accessing health care. (art. 12)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to address the negative impact of the financial crisis on the health sector, including through increasing its public health care budget. It also recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that required health care services are fully accessible for all, including for immigrants and children with disabilities. In this respect, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No.14 (2000) on the right to the highest attainable standard of health.
18. The Committee is concerned that the extensive budget cuts to the educational sector since 2008 have led to a reduction in staffing, merging of class groups and cancellation of courses, particularly affecting children with special needs. It remains concerned about the high dropout rate in upper secondary education, in particular of students with an immigrant 

background. (article 13)

The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to increase the budget for the public education system for all education levels, in particular primary and lower secondary education, and take steps to remedy the recent staff reductions, merging of class groups and cancellation of courses. It recommends that the State party continue to take measures to improve facilities in the school system for children with special needs, in particular in the upper secondary level. The Committee also recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to address the high drop-out rate in upper secondary education of students with an immigrant background. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No.13 (1999) on the right to education.

19. The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to ensure that all disadvantaged and marginalized groups and individuals, including persons with disabilities, as well as children from low-income families and migrant children, and older persons can fully enjoy their right to take part in cultural life. It recommends that this also include steps to ensure access to cultural events  for persons with disabilities through sufficient and timely availability of their transport facilities. The Committee  requests that the State party include in its next periodic report information on measures taken to guarantee the right of everyone to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications, in conformity with art.15, 1, b of 

the Covenant.
21. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, as well as to consider signing and ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
22. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate the present concluding 

observations widely among all levels of society, in particular among State officials, the 

judiciary and civil society organizations, translate and publicize them as far as 

possible and inform the Committee of the steps taken to implement them in its next 

periodic report. It also encourages the State party to engage all the relevant actors, 

including non-governmental organizations and other members of civil society, in the 

process of discussion at the national level prior to the submission of its next periodic 

report. 22. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate the present concluding 

observations widely among all levels of society, in particular among State officials, the 

judiciary and civil society organizations, translate and publicize them as far as 

possible and inform the Committee of the steps taken to implement them in its next 

periodic report. It also encourages the State party to engage all the relevant actors, 

including non-governmental organizations and other members of civil society, in the 

process of discussion at the national level prior to the submission of its next periodic 

report. 22. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate the present concluding 

observations widely among all levels of society, in particular among State officials, the 

judiciary and civil society organizations, translate and publicize them as far as 

possible and inform the Committee of the steps taken to implement them in its next 

periodic report. It also encourages the State party to engage all the relevant actors, 

including non-governmental organizations and other members of civil society, in the 

process of discussion at the national level prior to the submission of its next periodic 

report.
Back to Top
TANZANIA
Concluding Observations
3. The Committee notes with appreciation efforts made by the State party in promoting 

the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. The Committee welcomes in 

particular:

(c) The adoption in 2010 of the Persons with Disabilities Act;
5. The Committee  is concerned that the State party has not yet adopted a 

comprehensive anti-discrimination bill. It  is  also  concerned that persons living with or 

affected by HIV/AIDS, persons with disabilities, and persons with albinism face social 

stigma and discrimination, despite policy and legislative measures taken by the State party. 

(art.2)

The Committee  recommends that the State party adopt a comprehensive antidiscrimination bill. The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to combat and prevent discrimination and societal stigma, in particular against persons with disabilities, persons with albinism, persons living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, LGBT individuals, as well as persons belonging to  disadvantaged and marginalized groups, and ensure their enjoyment of the rights enshrined in the Covenant, in particular access to employment, social services, health care, and education. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its  General Comment No. 20 (2009) on Non-Discrimination in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
13. The Committee is concerned that domestic violence and sexual abuse of women and 

children is widespread, that women are often prevented from reporting domestic violence, 

and that the prosecution rate of perpetrators is low. It is also  concerned that domestic

violence and spousal rape are not specifically criminalized. (art.10)
14. The Committee is concerned that corporal punishment of children is lawful as a sentence of the courts, as well as a form of discipline in schools, alternative-care institutions, and in the home. (art.10)

The  Committee urges the  State party  to take  legislative and other  measures to prohibit and prevent corporal punishment of children in all settings, in particular as a sentence of the courts, as well as in schools, alternative-care institutions and in the home.

28. The Committee is concerned about the lack of access to education of children with disabilities, children of pastoralist communities, as well as refugee children living in the Mtabila camp. (art. 13)
The Committee recommends that the State party take steps to guarantee an inclusive education for all children with disabilities, in line with its 2012 Strategic Plan of Inclusive Education, as well as to ensure that all children of pastoralist communities and refugee children have access to primary education, including through the establishment of mobile and boarding schools.
30. The Committee requests that  the State party in its next report provide information on the work of the Commission for human Rights and Good Governance, including the number of complaints received related to economic social and cultural rights and actions taken, disaggregated by sex, ethnic, religious or linguistic minority, urban or rural region, and disability.
33. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate the present concluding observations widely among all levels of society, in particular among State officials, the judiciary and civil society organizations, translate and publicize them as far as possible and inform the Committee of the steps taken to implement them in its next periodic report. It also encourages the State party to engage all the relevant actors, including non-governmental organizations and other members of civil society, in the process of discussion at the national level prior to the submission of its next periodic report.
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REPUBLIC OF CONGO
Concluding Observations (report available in French)
14. Le Comité constate avec préoccupation que les personnes handicapées souffrent d’exclusion économique et sociale, en dépit de l’adoption en 1992 de la loi 009/02 portant statut, protection et promotion des droits de la personne handicapée. (art. 2)

Le Comité demande à l’État partie d’inclure dans le rapport initial des renseignements sur le développement et la mise en œuvre de législation et politiques en faveur des personnes handicapées concernant l’éducation, l’emploi, la protection sociale et la santé. Se référant aux réponses à la liste de questions, le Comité demande à l’État partie d’inclure dans le rapport initial des renseignements sur la jouissance effective des droits économiques, sociaux et culturels par les personnes handicapées. Ces renseignements devraient inclure  des statistiques  ventilées par sexe  sur le pourcentage de personnes handicapées employées, d’enfants handicapés scolarisés, etc.
21. Le Comité est inquiet devant le taux élevé de séroprévalence du VIH dans l’État 

partie. (art. 12)

Le Comité demande à  l’État partie d’inclure dans le rapport initial des 

renseignements sur les mesures prises en vue d’améliorer l’accès, la disponibilité et la 

qualité des services de prévention et de traitement du SIDA, ainsi que des statistiques 

ventilées par sexe, zone rurale/urbaine, sur l’incidence de ces mesures. Le Comité 

demande également des renseignements sur la législation de l’État partie eu égard aux 

droits des personnes vivant avec le VIH/SIDA.

En outre, le Comité demande 1a l’État partie de fournir des renseignements sur (a) la 

disponibilité et l’accessibilité des services de santé sexuelle et  génésique ; (b)  les 

programmes d’éducation à la santé sexuelle à l’école ;  et (c) la législation  encadrant 

l’avortement et  des données statistiques sur le taux d’avortement, ventilées par 

groupes d’âge.

22. Le Comité note avec préoccupation que, même si le système éducatif a connu un 

développement quantitatif important, la qualité de l’éducation demeure insuffisante. (art. 

13)

Le Comité demande à l’État partie d’inclure dans le rapport initial des 

renseignements sur les mesures prises pour améliorer la qualité de l’éducation à tous 

les niveaux. Il demande également d’inclure des statistiques, ventilées par sexe, zone 

urbaine/rurale, niveau d’éducation, et année, sur les différents indicateurs de qualité 

de l’éducation, tels que le taux de rétention et le nombre d’élève par instituteur. Le 

Comité appelle l’attention de l’État partie à son observation générale No. 13 (1999) 

sur le droit à l’éducation.
23. Le Comité est préoccupé par la faible jouissance des droits culturels dans la pratique

dans l’État partie.
Le Comité demande à l’État partie d’inclure dans le rapport initial des informations 

détaillées sur le contenu et la portée des mesures concrètes adoptées pour respecter les

obligations découlant des dispositions de l’article 15 du Pacte, en tenant compte de la 

diversité culturelle du pays. Ces renseignements devraient concerner, entre autres,

l’accès à la vie culturelle par toutes les personnes, la protection des savoirs 

traditionnels des populations autochtones, et la jouissance des droits culturels par les 

communautés rurales, les groupes ethniques, et les groupes défavorisés et 

marginalisés.

25. Le Comité demande à l’État partie de diffuser les présentes observations à tous 

les niveaux de la société, en particulier auprès de l’administration et des organisations 

de la société civile.

27. Le Comité demande à l’État partie de présenter le rapport initial 

conformément aux directives adoptées par le Comité  en 2008 (E/C.12/2008/2) le plus 

rapidement possible, et au plus tard le 30 novembre 2013. Le Comité  recommande 

vivement à l’État partie de consulter les organisations de la société civile dans le 

processus de préparation de ce rapport initial.
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