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I. SUMMARY

ANDORRA
CRC ratification: 1996.
Andorra signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 27 April 2007.

References to persons with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
GUINEA
CRC ratification: 1990.
Guinea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 February 2008.

References to persons with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
MALTA
CRC ratification: 1990.
Malta signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007.

References to persons with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
UZBEKISTAN
CRC ratification: 1994.
Uzbekistan signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 27 February 2009.

References to persons with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
GUYANA
CRC ratification: 1991.
Guyana signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 April 2007.

References to persons with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
ANDORRA

The Act of 17 October 2002 Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

56. The purpose of this Act is to guarantee the human dignity of persons with disabilities, and hence their ability to enjoy their rights and freedoms and to fulfil their duties as citizens. It aims also to avoid discrimination of all kinds based on disability.

57. The Act takes the Convention on the Rights of the Child explicitly into account. It deals generally with the position of people with disabilities, whether adults or minors. To a large extent, the legislation covers both groups together, while making specific provision for minors where necessary.

58. It should be stressed that the approach is not to provide people with disabilities with a separate law of their own, as that in itself would be a form of marginalization. What the legislation actually does is to establish a series of mechanisms and guarantee provisions that authorities must apply, basing their approach on the principle of normal treatment.

59. The Act has paved the way for the adoption of measures including the preparation and publication of a National Prevention Plan (for prenatal and perinatal diagnostic care, the prevention and detection of congenital conditions, etc), the creation of a committee of experts on preventing dysfunction and the establishment of the National Evaluation Commission (CONAVA), which gives guidance to people with disabilities and their families and determines their access to programmes, services and financial support of various kinds.

Regulation of 10 June 2004 governing the National Evaluation Commission and establishing the criteria and reference standards for diagnosing and assessing dysfunction and disability

75. The regulation supplements article 28 of the Act Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 17 October 2002; it sets criteria and reference standards for assessing degrees of disability.

179. On 17 October 2002, the Act Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was promulgated. The Act places particular stress on the fact that it does not constitute legislation specific to persons with a disability, but provides a raft of guarantee measures which must be put into effect in the different environments in which people with a disability live, to enable them to enjoy conditions of equality when exercising their rights and obligations.

180. For instance, where it deals with the issue of education (art. 14), the Act specifically recognises equality of access to education for children, young people and adults with a disability. In particular, it recognizes, and makes mandatory and free of charge, schooling for children with a disability between the ages of 6 and 16, or between the ages of 3 and 18 if the parents so request. Children with a disability are integrated into the mainstream system, unless the degree of their disability precludes this.

181. Specialist education takes the form of educational support within mainstream teaching. The aims of education for children with a disability are the same as those laid down in respect of other pupils. However, children with a disability have the right to personalized teaching programmes which are prepared by teachers in the mainstream system. These pupils’ participation in the various teaching and educational activities is thus guaranteed. Finally, all educational establishments in the mainstream system must have specialist human resources and equipment capable of providing high-quality education.

182. Those rules apply to all education systems in Andorra and also to day-care facilities, but with some necessary modifications. The Act provides for financing and assistance measures to enable all minors with a disability to access these services, without discrimination based on their financial and/or family circumstances.

183. Article 24, paragraph 3, specifically provides that all services and establishments providing assistance to persons with a disability must guarantee the right to “equal treatment and non-discrimination”.

184. On 14 January 2003, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted by General Assembly of the United Nations, on 6 October 1999 in New York, entered into force. The Protocol indirectly requires the application of another instrument guaranteeing non-discrimination against minors.

264. The Act of 17 October 2002 Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities defines as serious offences the failure to respect the right to privacy of the users of the services and centres regulated by the Act (art. 33, para. 3(m)) and the failure to respect the duty of confidentiality in relation to the personal, social and health-related data of persons with a disability (art. 33, para. 3(i)), without prejudice to other forms of criminal or civil liability.

Children with a disability (art. 23)

414. By approving, on 17 October 2002, the Act guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Andorra demonstrated its determination to acquire legislation consistent and consonant with the guidelines and recommendations which the United Nations had addressed to its members up to that point in time. The legislation consists of a general framework law that standardizes the principles, terminology and criteria for action; it sets out the general measures needed to guarantee the rights of persons with a disability which the Andorran legal system had, previously, dealt with in a piecemeal fashion.

415. According to article 1 of the Act:

“The aim of the Act is to guarantee that persons with disabilities enjoy their rights and freedoms and fulfil their duties as citizens, in accordance with human dignity. The aim of the Act is also to avoid any form of discrimination based on disability.”

416. The reference in the Act to “persons with disabilities” encompasses both adults and minors, although the Act refers specifically to minors in relation to early assistance and education. The Act applies to Andorran nationals residing in the national territory and to foreigners who are legally resident in Andorra.

417. The Act considers to be suffering from a disability those persons “who, as a result of a dysfunction or disability, have specific needs in consequence of which they benefit from measures and actions designed to ensure that they have equality of opportunity”.

418. For the first time in Andorra’s legal system, it has become necessary for provisions of law and official technical documents to take account of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (art. 2).

419. The purpose of the Act is to lay down the principles governing activity in relation to disability, to ensure that nobody is left unprotected. The principles are, in essence, as follows:

Equal rights, duties and opportunities.

• Full integration into society and active participation in the life of the community.

• To live a normal life and make normal use of services and equipment.

• Autonomy, personalized assistance and development and stimulation of all capabilities.

• Individual and collective participation, in decisions concerning them, of persons with a disability, directly or, if that proves to be impossible, through legal representatives.

• Shared responsibility between persons with a disability, families, civic organizations and the public authorities for guaranteeing rights and combating all forms of discrimination.

• State assistance for families, civic organizations and social welfare agencies working with and for persons with a disability.

420. The Act is particularly sensitive to the need for early assistance for children with a disability or a high risk of disability during the first years of life. The aim is to develop the child’s capabilities to the maximum and prevent complications with the help of early assistance units, approved by the State and made up of specialist professionals, as well as the cooperation of families and schools.

421. The Act stresses the priority that must be attached to the education of children with a disability and recognizes equality of opportunity in access to education. Article 14 thus provides for compulsory education, free of charge, for children with a disability between the ages of 6 and 16, in State schools; however, the children may be educated from the age of 3 to the age of 18, if their parents or legal representatives so request, as mentioned earlier (26); that right is supplemented by a right to educational and career guidance. It should also be pointed out that, among others, the Act of 9 June 1994 on the Organization of Andorra’s Education System had already flagged up the need to integrate children with special educational needs.

422. The Act provides for children to be integrated into ordinary schools, if that is possible in the light of the extent of the minor’s disability. Where necessary, the Act provides for and guarantees education in a hospital environment or at home. Where the severity of the disability means the child cannot access the education system, that child will be entitled to specific assistance. The above-mentioned Act on the Organization of Andorra’s Education System provides for a cooperation agreement with the governing board of Nostra Senyora de Meritxell Special School,² signed in late 1995, as explained in paragraph B.7.1 of the previous report to the Committee.

A.1. National Evaluation Commission

423. The legislation defines the commission as a “public and technical national body, responsible for diagnosing and assessing dysfunctions and disabilities, and which offers guidance and determines the access of persons with a disability to the programmes, services, benefits and other measures that are designed for them”. In order for a child with a disability to be able to access the programmes, the benefits and the services included in the legislation, the National Evaluation Commission must first undertake a diagnosis of the child’s condition and needs, make an assessment of the consequences and a study of the child’s residual capacities, to enable it to suggest guidance and/or an action plan. The National Evaluation Commission is made up of professionals from the education, employment and social welfare sectors.

424. It should be pointed out that the Government fully subsidizes the specialist education programmes which provide specialist educational assistance, throughout their schooling, to minors whom the National Evaluation Commission has recognized as being (33 per cent or more) disabled.

A.2. National Council for Persons with a Disability

425. The legislation describes the council as a “Government body for participation, consultation, counselling, monitoring and cooperation in relation to disability”. The National Council for Persons with a Disability is made up of representatives of the organizations for persons with a disability, the parents or legal representatives of children with a disability, civic organizations that deal with children with a disability, the central and local authorities and the social security authority. Its responsibilities include generally monitoring the action taken within the framework of the legislation, giving its opinion on the plans to be drawn up and proposing improvements to services and benefits.

426. Qualified Act 15/2004 of 3 November 2004 on Incapacity and the Tutelary Agencies provides for the protection of minors with a disability. The legislation makes it possible to set in place and systematize the tutelary agencies, in accordance with a number of criteria contained in the legislation in force up until then, which can be adjusted in line with the current principles of Andorran society and the Andorran family.

427. Establishing this legislative framework required the reorganization of the internal responsibilities of the Ministry of Health, Social Welfare and the Family and the promotion, by the Emergency Welfare Services Department and the Specialist Welfare Services Department, of a variety of programmes guaranteeing the application of this legislative framework.

A.3. Social welfare programmes for persons with a disability

428. The Emergency Welfare Services Department has set up a special information service on measures relating to the benefits and rights arising from the Act Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The service is tasked with providing information on the resources, benefits and social welfare services, analysing and evaluating the situation of persons with a disability, guiding and assisting them, managing the necessary resources, steering persons with a disability towards the specialist programmes and services, and transferring case-files to the National Evaluation Commission.

A.4. Programmes of the Specialist Welfare Services Department

A.4.1. INTEGRA

429. This programme is designed to secure the social integration within recreational activities of children with a disability (aged between 3 and 16). Action under the programme takes place within the framework of the recreational services of the different towns. It offers specialist assistance to youth workers in the leisure centres which children with a disability attend.

A.4.2. Programme of assistance for the integration into school of children with a severe and permanent disability

430. The aim of the programme is to foster the relationships of children and adolescents with special educational needs within the school environment, based on socio-educational work with pupils and teachers.

431. The programme’s objectives are as follows:

• Introduction of specialist training on disability.

• Provision of information and guidance on the main forms of disability for the purposes of integration into the school environment.

• Promotion of positive attitudes to disability within the school environment.

• Accident-prevention and raising awareness of the need to encourage to a careful and socially responsible approach (in relation to road safety and sports).

A.4.3. Programme for the social participation of persons with a disability

432. The programme aims to promote the social participation of persons with a disability, and to set in place measures designed to secure equality of opportunity and a better quality of life for them. As a result of the programme, activities were organized (conferences and activities to raise community awareness) on the occasion of the European Year of People with Disabilities, in an effort to encourage social integration and equality of opportunity for people with a disability.

433. The conferences covered such issues as the work of people with a disability, where they live, sport as a tool for integration and policies for people with a disability. The speakers were professionals working in Andorra or neighbouring countries, which made it possible to pool experiences and learn about different working methods.

434. The awareness-raising campaigns focused on sharing experiences, on sport and disability, disseminating information on the rights of people with a disability and so on.

A.5. Nostra Senyora de Meritxell Special School

435. Nostra Senyora de Meritxell Special School has specific programmes to assist minors with a disability in educational and professional settings.

436. Since the last report to the Committee was drafted, the school has created two new programmes designed to improve assistance to minors with a disability and their families.

437. Since 2004, a project to monitor children with a disability has been up and running, based on cooperation between professionals working on the IMPULS programme (see paragraph B.6.3 of the first report to the Committee) and the paediatrics department of Nostra Senyora de Meritxell hospital. The objectives are as follows:

• Regularly to monitor the child based on visits and questionnaires, to study and assess the need to carry out further examinations or assessments and, if necessary, review current or offer new forms of treatment.

• Assess the current situation of the child and prepare a report to inform the family of the professionals’ findings and recommendations. The report may also be addressed to other professionals involved in the care of the child.

438. Currently, direct intervention under the IMPULS programme is made by the programme’s director, a doctor specializing in rehabilitation and a paediatrician from the hospital.

439. In 2004, the IMPULS programme of assistance to parents was also set in place. Its aims are to inform parents about their children’s specific problems in the home, and to help them resolve any personal issues linked to the stress caused by living with a child with a disability. The programme has a specialist psychologist available to it two afternoons a week.

440. The Nostra Senyora de Meritxell Special School is responsible for setting up specialist programme of assistance for children, young people and adults with a disability (whatever the nature of that disability). The aim is to respond to their educational needs and foster their social and professional integration. The centre is witnessing very positive developments in this area, reflected, in particular, by:

• Legislative developments during the years prior to the preparation of this report.

• The widespread provision of assistance to minors with a disability: almost all are cared for under specialist programmes, including minors suffering from mental retardation, general developmental problems, mental disorders, sensory deprivation (deafness and blindness, for example), as well as neurological disorders and motor dysfunction.

• The development and standardization of early assistance (newborn babies presenting a possible disability are screened earlier).

• The education of children with a disability in mainstream schools. Currently, children and adolescents with a disability are enrolled in the establishment in which they will pursue their schooling and not in Nostra Senyora de Meritxell School. Only a limited number of children with very severe disabilities are enrolled in the latter.

• Better coordination of the administration of the psycho-pedagogical teams in the education centres and of the education programmes that benefit from the PROGRÉS assistance programme.

441. However, Nostra Senyora de Meritxell school takes the view that a number of aspects require further improvement, including:

• The introduction of a specific disability screening protocol for the newborn and establishing contact with the parents to give them information, offer them help and put them into contact with the emergency assistance networks.

• Simplification of the administrative procedures for assessing a disability, and establishing a more transparent system for managing such cases.41

442. Paragraph B.5.3.3.2 of the first report to the Committee refers to the preparation of a new agreement between the Government and the governing board of Nostra Senyora de Meritxell. The new agreement was signed on 2 May 2002 and updates the convention of 30 November 1995. The ministries responsible for education and social welfare are the signatories to the convention and are responsible for its application.

443. The aim of the convention is to develop the PROGRÉS programme, which offers specialist assistance, at nursery, primary and secondary level in the three education systems, to children with special educational needs resulting from severe and permanent disabilities caused by mental retardation.

444. Minors suffering from a motor dysfunction or sensory deprivation may receive personalized assistance tailored to their needs. A study of educational programmes with specialist assistance for children suffering from a motor dysfunction and sensory deprivation are currently being studied.

445. There are plans to create a special resource centre to provide educational establishments with the specialist material needed to teach children with a motor dysfunction or who are suffering from visual and/or auditory impairment.

446. For more detailed information on the financial benefits available for children with a disability, please see paragraph B.5.3.2.of the first report to the Committee.

447. The first report stated, at paragraph B.5.3.3, that a new agreement was to be signed between the Government, the Andorran Social Security Fund and Nostra Senyora de Meritxell Special School. Initially, the earlier agreement and the status quo were analysed and assessed, and proposals for improvement tabled with a view to drawing up the new agreement. No other agreement is currently under consideration.

B.6. Reply to the recommendations in paragraphs 41 and 42

550. Every year, the Mental Health Service draws up a report on action taken and the numbers treated.

551. The psychiatric and psychological treatment provided by the Mental Health Service is paid for by the Andorran Social Security Fund, a body whose statutes provide for covering the full cost of treatment. The Welfare Services Department may ask the Mental Health Service to provide the treatment free of charge, if the insured person is unable to meet the costs as a result of financial difficulties. As a result of those arrangements, psychiatric and psychological treatment for adults and minors is guaranteed.

552. What follows provides replies to the other elements of the Committee’s recommendation.

554. If a minor has no health-care cover and his or her parents are unable to meet medical expenses, those expenses may be met by the programme guaranteeing a minimum income and health-care cover. As mentioned earlier, when a minor with a disability does not have health-care cover, it is possible to ask the National Evaluation Commission for the Government to meet the costs of that cover.

574. Government intervention on housing makes it possible to take action to deal with inefficiencies or market pressures that may exclude some citizens from the market, if they wish to find housing appropriate to their needs. The measures must guarantee Andorra’s citizens, and especially the more vulnerable groups in the population, such as young people, the elderly, single-parent families and people with a disability, the right to access housing.

La Massana parish council

588. La Massana parish council accords housing assistance to retired persons, young people, single-parent families and people with a disability who are able to prove that they have been resident in the town for five consecutive years.

A.2. Students with special educational needs

597. It is important to mention that, based on the principle of fostering integration, the Qualified Act on Education provides for assistance for students with special educational needs. The Act construes special educational needs as needs arising as a result of learning difficulties due to disability of any kind and to situations of social and cultural disadvantage related to the student's personal or academic history or both.

598. There is a range of personalized measures to provide help for students with learning difficulties: personal assessment and monitoring arrangements, advice for teachers from the school's educational psychologist, the adaptation of the syllabus to the students' needs and the involvement of a remedial teacher.

599. Exceptionally gifted students also benefit from an action plan: personal assessment and monitoring arrangements, advice for teachers from the school's educational psychologist, expansion of the syllabus and the possibility of moving up a year, subject to authorization by the Inspection and Assessment Department of the Ministry of Education.

600. Children who enter a school during the school year benefit from a reception plan designed to counter difficulties experienced by students because of their late arrival.

601. Article 14 of the Act Guaranteeing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 17 October 2002 provides for students with disabilities to attend school in an integrated environment, and defines special education as educational support provided in an ordinary school environment.

652. The first area of vocational training to be launched was health and social training. It responds to a need within the community for young, qualified staff in this sector. The training prepares young people for recruitment to social and medical services and centres, specializing in care for the elderly, and for persons with disabilities or suffering from health problems. Once this three-year training period is completed, students can gain access to higher studies at university level.

683. The Sport Act provides that the ministry responsible for sport must be able to encourage programmes and activities which are consistent with the criteria and guidelines laid down in the State’s sports policy. In its statement of grounds, the Act indicates that sport and sportsmen and -women receive special recognition and special treatment, and provides for assistance for children, young people, people with disabilities and the elderly.

867. Article 168 defines as an offence the failure of a relative in the ascending or descending line or of a spouse in their duty to provide assistance: a prosecution can be brought by the injured party, except when the latter is a minor or lacks legal capacity. Similarly, a person who neglects a minor or a person with a disability is punishable by imprisonment; the penalties are increased when the neglect puts the life of the minor or person with a disability in danger.

Regular support payments: there are measures of financial assistance to provide help for families in financial difficulties. The most vulnerable population groups, in greatest need of assistance, are single-parent families, persons with a disability, the elderly and young people.

948. The first call for applications for housing assistance was made in 2005 (with a closing date of 6 May 2005); 180 applications were received.
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State report

25.
Progress has been made in establishing a number of bodies to help children, and a good deal of work has gone into vaccinating all children in both urban and rural areas, including child refugees and displaced children living in camps, providing legal protection and assistance to children in conflict with the law and addressing the issues of children with disabilities and street children.

42.
In sum, legislators were determined to consider the best interests of the child long before Guinea ratified the Convention, as demonstrated by the establishment of bodies to coordinate action to help children in need of special protection. Such bodies address all matters relating to the best interests of all vulnerable children, including child refugees and displaced children (regardless of whether they are of Guinean or foreign nationality), child workers, children with disabilities and children in conflict with the law.

90.
If the injury, assault or deprivation of care or sustenance have been followed by mutilation, amputation or loss of the use of a limb, blindness, loss of an eye or any other permanent disability, or if they have resulted in involuntary homicide, the penalty shall be a term of forced labour.

Article 23 of the Convention: Children with disabilities

376.
According to the General Population and Housing Census, there are 23,629 children aged between 6 and 12 with disabilities in the country, of whom 8,426 have sensory impairments (i.e. they are deaf mutes, blind or have mental disabilities).

377.
It is difficult for these children to access education, therapy, care or recreation. There are two schools (both in Conakry) for the most fortunate among them, but they only have room for 165 children between them.

378. There is only one special school for children with visual impairments, also in Conakry, designed to take up no more than 30 students. However, 27 girls and 7 boys currently attend. Deaf mute children face similar problems.

2.7.1
Children aged 13–18

379.
The main problem facing children with disabilities in the 13–18 years age bracket is their socioeconomic integration. They have problems accessing occupational training, jobs and therapy.

380.
There is not one secondary school in the whole country that specializes in children with sensory disabilities (children with mental disabilities, deaf mute children and blind children) or that is equipped to receive them. Without skills, they have limited chances of accessing the employment market or obtaining funding for a business of their own. Rejected by the system for “normal” people, these adolescents are often forced into begging or idleness.

381.
The results of the Population and Housing Census of 1996 showed the situation to be as follows:

382.
In the 10–19 years age bracket, there were 21,950 children with disabilities, of whom 10,164 (46.31 per cent) were girls. The distribution of disabilities was as follows:

• Blind children (830 in total: 391 girls and 439 boys) • Children with mental disabilities (2,707 in total: 1,178 girls and 1,529 boys) • Deaf mute children (4,045 in total: 1,876 girls and 4,932 boys) • Children with other disabilities (5,204 in total: 2,487 girls and 2,717 boys)

2.7.2

2.7.3

2.7.4

GE.12-42061

Developments and trends

383. There is no statistical database or system for regularly collecting data on the situation of children with disabilities that would make it possible to identify changes in their situation or the problems they face. Given the growth rate of the population in Guinea and the fact that no radical measures have been taken to prevent or reduce certain types of disabilities, it must be supposed that the number of children with disabilities has increased.

Causes

384.

The causes include: The shortage of specialized infrastructure

The lack of family support, which makes children with disabilities vulnerable to exploitation and child labour

The fact that children with disabilities often end up as street children

The ineffectiveness of social policies and programmes

The inadequacy of the resources allocated to the sector and the poverty of parents

The lack of reliable data on the sector

The shortage of resources

Widespread poverty

The lack of specialized institutions

The limited involvement of civil society and the lack of interest among donors, which are challenges that need to be addressed

Action taken

385.
Despite the difficulties involved, several measures have been taken, mostly by the Ministry for Social Affairs, the Advancement of Women and Children’s Affairs, which is the only agency addressing the needs of children with disabilities. Several legal, institutional and infrastructural measures have been taken to reduce the scope of the problem, and work has been done with other Government agencies, national and foreign disability organizations, and humanitarian aid agencies and institutions, as well as with the agencies of the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations.

386. There are several special schools, including a school for the deaf, which was established in 1964. It is the only school in the country for children with hearing problems and at present offers only primary education. There is also a school for blind children, which was set up in 1990 by Guinean associations for the blind. It is the only school that specializes in educating blind children.

• The “Cité de Solidarité”, which was established under Decree No. 182/pro/78 of 29 March 1978, is a public charity and humanitarian centre whose mission is to care for and rehabilitate Guineans with disabilities with a view to integrating them into society. It houses 340 persons.

• The national orthopaedics centre is a public institution that provides therapy to persons with physical disabilities, including children, and fits them with prostheses, as applicable.

Several national and international NGOs, working in partnership with the Directorate of Social Protection and Development of the Ministry for Social Affairs, the Advancement of Women and Children’s Affairs and the United Nations, are currently investing in improving the independence and integration of children with disabilities.

387.
These include: Federation guinéenne pour la promotion des associations de et pour personnes handicapées (FEGUIPAH), Association guinéenne pour la formation et la réinsertion (AGFRIS), Association guinéenne pour la promotion des aveugles (AGUIPA), Union Handicap-Guinée, Agence guinéenne pour la promotion de l’emploi (AGUIPE), Terre des Hommes International Foundation, Handicap International, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), International Contact Group for Guinea (CGI/Guinée) and Centre Nimba. They support a wide range of projects.

2.7.5
Constraints

388.
Poverty, the small budget allocated to social development and the lack of resources among NGOs and associations make it impossible to significantly improve the situation of children with disabilities.

558.
Children working on the street are a relatively new phenomenon in Guinea. The liberalization of private initiatives and sociocultural pressures are the major causes that drive children onto the streets. The presence of huge numbers of children on the streets of the major towns, especially Conakry, is most evident during the school holidays. Many of the children sell goods illegally for traders paying piece rates, so that they can buy their school kits for the new school year. The other category consists of children used by their parents, who often have disabilities, to beg on the street. There are also Talibe children who are entrusted to marabouts to learn the Koran.

559.
Children in the last two categories are increasingly exploited. They are not in school and do not receive proper treatment if they fall sick. No specific study has yet measured the extent of this phenomenon. There are, however, some NGOs that provide support to child beggars whose parents have disabilities.
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29. Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act, 2000 (Chapter 413 of the Laws of Malta): The rights of persons with disability, including children, were legally established through the Equal Opportunity (Persons with Disability) Act in 2000. This Act has two main aims:

- To recognize and safeguard the civil rights of disabled persons and to prevent discrimination against persons on the basis of their disability

- To give a legal identity to the Kummissjoni Nazzjonali Persuni b’Diżabilità (National Commission Persons with Disability) making such Commission responsible for the implementation of this Act.

30. The National Commission Persons with Disability, legally established through the same Act, is duty bound to ensure that children are not discriminated because of their disability. Moreover, the Commission also ensures that the individual needs of children with disability are met.

31. Furthermore, throughout these past years, the Government continued to implement an inclusive educational policy by providing the necessary human resources to ensure that the great majority of disabled children receive their education within mainstreamed schools.

92. The National Statistics Office (NSO) is Malta’s official national statistical agency. It was established by virtue of the Malta Statistics Authority Act XXIV of 2000 and replaced the Central Office of Statistics as from the 1st March 2001.

93. The NSO collects a wide range of data and analysis relevant to children, including: - Disability

96. A national population census will be held in 2005. This will provide detailed and updated information related to nationality and place of birth, standard of living, disability, literacy, employment status, type of residence, sports and IT.

110. Between 2000 and 2004, the national social work agency, Aġenzija Appoġġ embarked on a number of training projects related to children. These included:

- Training in Disability Issues

- Training on Mental Health in the Community.

134. The Disabled Child Allowance37 is payable to persons who have the effective custody of a child under the age of 16 years and who suffer from specified disabilities. This allowance is subject to a means test on the income of the parent/s. This allowance remains payable after the 16th birthday unless the child with a disability qualifies for the Disability Pension (also issued by virtue of this Act) or unless such child is gainfully occupied.

146. In Malta, people are protected against any discrimination based on sex, religion, disability, age, sexual orientation and race by means of an act of law, the Equality for Men and Women Act, 2004 (Chapter 456 of the Laws of Malta) and by Legal Notice 461 of 2004 Equal Treatment in Employment Regulations.

149. Any other discriminatory treatment on the grounds of religion, disability, age, sexual orientation and race in employment, vocational training and membership in trade unions is illegal in Malta. In this regard the Equal Treatment in Employment Regulations are applicable to all persons in relation to:

- Conditions for access to employment, including the advertising of opportunities for employment, selection criteria and recruitment conditions, whatever the branch of activity and at all levels of the professional hierarchy, including promotions

- Access to all types and to all levels of vocational guidance, vocational training, advanced vocational training and retraining, including practical work experience 

- Employment and conditions of employment, including remuneration and dismissals

- Membership of, and involvement in, any organization of employees and employers, or any organization whose members carry on a particular profession, including the benefits provided for by such organizations.”

150. Regarding the concept of discriminatory treatment other than sexual discrimination, these Regulations state that: “It shall be unlawful for a person to subject another person to discriminatory treatment, whether directly or indirectly, on the grounds of a particular religion or religious belief, disability, age, sexual orientation, or racial or ethnic origin” in any situation referred to in the above regulation 1(4).”

183. Where financial and social support required by families with children is concerned, both the State and NGOs provide a wide range of services, from medical to educational and recreational. Parents can benefit from social security allowances and from welfare services which are directed either at them personally, especially in time of need or difficulties like sickness or unemployment, or in favour of their children where the latter have to cope with certain difficulties like disabilities or slow learning at school.

184. Children under 16 years of age receive a Children’s Allowance, provided a means test has been satisfied. Parents of disabled children are also paid a disabled child allowance, which is means-tested, but the wage of one parent (the lesser) is considered if both are in employment. Children over 16 years of age who had never been employed, thus remaining dependent on a household budget and registering for work or are following university education but are not in receipt of a stipend, receive a special Child Allowance. As from January 2001, a child-in-care benefit, which is not means-tested and payable at a flat rate, has been paid to foster carers in respect of the children they foster until the children are 18. This benefit is only granted if the children are not gainfully employed.

187. During 2004, the Department of Social Security had to review all cases of Children’s Allowance that were in payment up to the end of June 2004, with a view to establish the new Children’s Allowance Benefit rates for the year starting July 2004. The number of households in receipt of children’s allowance was 33,466 as at the end of December 2004, as compared to 36,481 households at end 2003. The following tables show the number of households in receipt of Children’s Allowance and Disabled Child Allowance at the end of the year and the number of accepted claims in respect of Maternity Benefit in 2004 compared to 2003.

193. The National Commission Persons with Disability provides information to disabled persons and their families about their rights, especially in the light of the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act. In the near future, the Commission intends to improve the efficiency of its present activities, in order to be in a better position to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities.

Children with disabilities

Legal framework

276. At present the legal framework related to children and young persons with disability

is found within the Constitution of Malta, the Education Act, and the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act.

277. The Equal Opportunities Act has two main aims:

- To introduce new measures which seek to end the discrimination that disabled

people have to confront in everyday life

- To grant legal status to the National Commission Persons with Disability, as the

responsible body for the implementation of the Act.

278. The Equal Opportunities Act safeguards the civil rights of disabled people in the

following key areas: - Employment – Education - Goods and services – Accommodation – Access - Insurance.

279. Meanwhile, Section 17 of the Constitution of Malta stipulates that:

- Every citizen incapable of work and unprovided with the resources necessary for subsistence is entitled to maintenance and social assistance

- Workers are entitled to reasonable insurance on a contributory basis for their requirements in case of accident, illness, disability, old age and involuntary unemployment

- Disabled persons and persons incapable of work are entitled to education and vocational training.

Establishment of monitoring mechanisms

280. By virtue of the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act, the National Commission Persons with Disability (KNPD) is legally empowered to monitor and ensure that the provisions of the Act are being implemented. The KNPD was also instrumental in bringing about cultural change and in influencing policy making in this sector.

281. Malta has also signed the Salamanca Statement (1994), which among other things outlines the changing role of special schools. As signatory to the Madrid Declaration (at the European Congress on People with a Disability, 2002), Malta joined the rest of Europe in proclaiming that disability is a human rights issue.

Education

282. The National Minimum Curriculum (NMC) published in 1999 emphasised inclusive education among its major principles. In fact, principle 8 states that Maltese society: “believes in the broadening of democratic boundaries, in the fostering of a participatory culture, in the defence of the basic rights of children, in the constant struggle against all those factors that prevent the students’ different abilities from being brought to fruition and in the safeguarding and strengthening of our country’s achievements in the social and cultural fields.”

283. The National Minimum Curriculum stresses that inclusive education is based on the commitment of Maltese society to adopt and implement inclusive educational strategies and policies, as well as respecting and celebrating individual diversity. An Inclusive Education Policy was published by the Ministry of Education in 2000, while in recent years various entities, including government organizations and NGOs, have taken numerous initiatives to provide educational services of an inclusive nature, with special emphasis on collaboration and co-operation between all actors.

284. Learning support in State mainstream schools is provided by facilitators and other learning support assistants. Pre-schooling facilities for children with a disability, who have not yet attained the age of four years, are also offered at home, while hearing impaired children are offered mainstream schooling by peripatetic teachers. The Home-Teaching Scheme of the Ministry of Education caters for the instruction of children who are housebound, through visits by a specially designated teacher. 

Health care

285. The Ministry of Health offers diagnostic services for all disabled persons and medical assessments of any type and degree of disability, physiotherapy, limited speech therapy services, as well as genetic counselling by way of information and advice regarding the cause and prevention of disabilities. Other services form part of the general practice within State hospitals and include inoculation against infectious diseases like tetanus, diphtheria, polio, mumps, measles, German measles, whooping cough, hepatitis and influenza. Disabled persons in need of long-term medical care are treated in State hospitals according to their condition. A specialist paediatric service is offered to all children attending special schools. Physiotherapy, speech therapy and occupational therapy services have been extended to these schools and are provided within the framework of a specialized curriculum.

286. Other medical services for children include integrated health services within the Child Guidance Clinic and the Young People’s Unit (YPU).

287. The Child Guidance Clinic within St. Luke’s Hospital was opened in 1993 and is run by the Department of Psychiatry within the Child Development Assessment Unit (CDAU). The clinic has a team of psychiatrists, psychologists, doctors and social workers who normally accept referrals from general practitioners. Close relationships have also been established with the National Commission Persons with Disability and a protocol for the administration of medicines in schools is currently being finalised.

Employment and participation in civil society

288. The Employment and Training Corporation (ETC) has a number of specialized schemes aimed at facilitating the entry of persons with a disability in the labour market. 

289. Malta is participating in a number of EU projects aimed at integrating youth with a disability in the labour market. Maltese youth are also participating in a project entitled: The Bridge – Connecting Mobility and Disability. The aim of this project is to enable disabled youth to participate actively in creating and developing civil society by joining in events and other activities. The project provides people with disability with the opportunity of travelling and sharing new experiences.

Mental health

290. The Young People’s Unit situated next to Mt. Carmel Psychiatric Hospital provides residential psychiatric care to children up to the age of 17. Originally intended to offer day and night facilities for young people with behavioural problems and other difficulties, it now accepts children with learning difficulties and autism as well as referrals from the Juvenile Court.

291. The role of NGOs in the field of disability is particularly active. The range of services offered by these NGOs includes support groups for parents and children, development programmes for children and young people with disability and specialized teaching programmes for children with learning disabilities.

292. The Richmond Foundation, for instance, works in the field of mental health and offers a number of services to persons suffering from mental health problems including intellectual disability. The Church has also been in the forefront to provide services for persons with disability through id-Dar tal-Providenza, which provides residential and respite care, as well as the Arka Foundation. Other NGOs that work in this field include Dar il-Kaptan, the Physically Handicapped Rehabilitation Fund and the Muscular Dystrophy Group. The services on offer range from residential care to respite, job training and part-time work. The Eden Foundation offers diagnostic and assessment services for children with Down Syndrome or learning difficulties, cerebral palsy, autism and related difficulties. The teaching service is run by peripatetic teachers from local schools. Similar services to children with disabilities and learning disabilities are offered by The Equal Partners Foundation.

Welfare

293. The welfare system in respect of all vulnerable service users is two-pronged. In this manner, persons with disability receive both financial assistance, through social security, as well as other support in the form of personalised social welfare services.

294. The Department of Social Security grants a special weekly children’s allowance to parents of severely disabled children under the age of 16, and pays disabled pensions to beneficiaries who are over 16 years of age. If persons with disability augment their financial means by any income that does not exceed the minimum wage, the disability pension is not forfeited.

343. The National Action Plan devises the following 12 key priorities in support of the above strategy:

- Key priority 1: To increase employment and employability of vulnerable groups (including persons who are unskilled, who have been inactive for a significant period of time, unable to work a full time-table and parents with dependent children and disabled persons)

- Key priority 6: Ensuring further inclusion and equal opportunities for students with disabilities or learning difficulties in primary and secondary schools

Disability scheme

347. The Housing Authority provides financial assistance for adaptation works in houses occupied by persons with disabilities. This assistance enables individuals to adapt their homes according to their needs to achieve more accessibility and be in a position to lead a more independent or semi-independent lifestyle, thus avoiding or delaying institutionalization.

348. A total of 46 children have benefited under this particular scheme. The following table presents a breakdown of these beneficiaries according to age.
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State report
129.
The socially oriented programmes adopted on annual basis by the Government as part of dedicating the current year to resolving a specific social problem form an integral part of the country's legal system. Such programmes usually contain a legislative part and specific measures to improve the well-being of socially vulnerable population groups, families, mothers, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities, and young persons. Such programmes receive State funding, and NGOs participate in their implementation.

201.
The national Sen Yolg'iz Emassan ("You are not alone") Children's Foundation started operations in 2002. It main mission is to furnish comprehensive assistance to create the conditions for children to lead decent lives and achieve their full development, support family priorities, and ensure that necessary action is taken to secure the protection of the best interests of children in acute need of support from society (orphans, children deprived of parental care, neglected or disabled children, and children from vulnerable families).

206.
The Uzbek Association for the Disabled was founded in 1991. It has 114 branches in all regions of the country, with a total membership of 120,000 (Uzbekistan has 850,000 persons with disabilities) and operates approximately 100 subsidiary enterprises employing persons with disabilities. The Association is concerned primarily with the rehabilitation of disabled persons, as well as with providing them with educational assistance and creating equal opportunities for them to exercise their rights.

207. The Nyroniy foundation for social support for veterans was established by a presidential decree of 4 December 1996 aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of State policies on the social protection of veterans and boosting their role in consolidating the country's independence and sovereignty.

208.
According to the presidential decree and the foundation's statutes, the foundation is a self-governing and self-financing non-profit NGO pursuing independent activities.

209.
Its main purpose is to provide active assistance to implement an effective social policy focused on respect for veterans, persons with disabilities and the elderly, to establish a favourable social environment for them, and to carry out measures to furnish them with material, medical and moral support.

247.
Much attention is given to the production of television newsreels and publicity items on human rights. A total of 29 current affairs programmes were devoted to nine basic topics: protection of consumer rights; environment and health, support for talented students; education grants; promotion of entrepreneurship; support for orphans and disabled children; culture and the arts; support for teachers; and support for women.

259.
In 2005, for instance, the Oila ("Family") Centre for Applied Research (a national NGO), in coordination with the Children's Foundation, carried out research on child disability issues, analyzing the findings of monitoring work by the Muruvvat children's homes and the Tashkent boarding schools on the extent to which children with disabilities exercise their rights to education, medical treatment, and cultural activities.

279.
The Uzbek legal framework prohibiting discrimination provides protection not only for individuals, but also for social groups as such. Article 18 and chapter X of the Constitution, on safeguards of the rights and freedoms of citizens, are designed to create a legal framework for the protection of individual and collective rights, including the rights of such groups as minors, the elderly and persons with disabilities.

289.
Under the State programme on the Year of Social Relief, 35,000 veterans were treated in nursing homes, 50,000 poor families were given cattle, 3,000 jobs were created for persons with disabilities but able to work, and charitable assistance was provided to 3 million older persons living alone, persons with disabilities, pensioners and poor families.

290.
Public funding for education under this programme accounted for 40 per cent of all budget outlays. The programme included building renovations and the provision of furniture, special equipment and transport facilities to every home for orphans and children with disabilities in Uzbekistan.

293.
The Nyroniy social support foundation for veterans backed the drive by the Kamolot youth movement to create local "Care" groups offering material and moral support to very old persons living alone, persons with disabilities, war veterans and retired workers. In 2007, more than 23,000 persons were taken under the wing of these groups. The following instruments were adopted:, the Cabinet of Ministers decision No. 520 of 7 December 1999 on a programme of measures for 2000-2005 to increase targeted social protection for very old persons living alone, pensioners and persons with disabilities; Presidential Decision No. 459 of 7 September 2006 on a programme of measures for 2007-2010 further strengthening targeted social protection and social services for such persons; Presidential Decree No. 3864 of 19 March 2007 on measures for improving and consolidating the social protection system; Presidential Decree of 18 May 2007 on additional measures for the material and moral support of young families; Presidential Decision No. 1047 of 26 January 2009 on additional measures for expanding the production of foodstuffs to meet the needs of the domestic market; and Presidential Decision No. 1096 of 13 April 2009 on additional measures for protecting maternal and child health and shaping a healthy young generation.

307. The Rights of the Child (Safeguards) Act became in a sense the Children's Constitution in Uzbekistan.

308.
The Act defines the concepts of, inter alia, "child", "orphan", "socially vulnerable child" and "child with disabilities".

335. State and public institutions promote the principle of seeking the child's best interests in society, particularly in the case of vulnerable categories of children. Such Uzbek NGOs as, inter alia, the Sen Yolg'iz Emassan ("You are not alone") and Soglom Avlod Uchun ("For a Healthy Generation") foundations and the State National Centre for the Social Adaptation of Children carry out considerable work with vulnerable families and children. For instance, the above Centre monitors the implementation of State programmes and public projects which examine in depth the problems faced by children in vulnerable social groups (disabled children, orphans, children deprived of parental care, and children of disadvantaged families) and formulates proposals for improving the relevant legislation and the activity of establishments dealing with issues related to the social protection of children.

344.
Persons with disabilities, including disabled children and persons disabled from the childhood, are entitled to medical and social assistance, all forms of rehabilitation, medication and prosthetic or orthopaedic articles, transportation under favourable terms, and vocational training and retraining.

418.
In 2007, within the framework of the State programme on the "Year of social relief", Kamolot, together with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, the Nyroniy foundation, the Soglom Avlod Uchun foundation, the Sen Yolg'iz Emassan Children's Foundation, the Uzbek Association for the Disabled, the Ministries of National Education and Culture and Sports, and the Art Academy for Disabled Children, organized an artistic creation contest entitled "World of fascinating colours" and a free exhibit of works by contest participants.

422. For the thirteenth consecutive year, the "Engrag" international humanitarian foundation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, carried out, for children aged 7-17 with locomotor apparatus disorders, a drawing competition entitled "World of fascinating colours", in whose implementation in the provinces the Uzbek Association for the Disabled actively participates in support of talented and capable children seeking to obtain an education and to cultivate their workmanship in order to occupy a decent place in society.

497. The mission of the Sen Yolg'iz Emassan Children's Foundation consists in comprehensive assistance in promoting decent living and full development for vulnerable children, preserving the priority of the family, and maximizing protection of the interests of children most in need of social support.

498.
The foundation's main goal is to address complex issues faced by children, namely the protection of their rights and legitimate interests of children in need of social support, the harmonious development of a child's personality, children's spiritual and moral education, provision of material, medical, legal and other forms of assistance, preventive health care and protection of the health of children, and improvement of the mental and psychological state of children.

499. The foundation's target groups are orphans, children deprived of parental care, neglected, disabled and low-income family children, vulnerable children and families and gifted children.

507.
Article 9 of the Housing Code introduces the notion of "living accommodation", namely housing meeting the official standards and the fire and technical regulations and intended for permanent occupation or for use under established procedures as special accommodation (inter alia, hostels, mobile homes, residential homes for disabled persons, veterans or old persons living alone, and children's homes).

606.
Research reveals that the children of single mothers, large families lacking at least one parent, and socially vulnerable families (such as with either parent an alcoholic or long- term unemployed or incarcerated), and disabled children are likely to belong to the category of children at risk of losing family care. The basic factors giving rise to such risks are material insecurity, the cost of bringing up a child, unpreparedness to create a family, the parents' limited sense of responsibility for their children's and their family's well-being, and the inadequate interest in and influence on the family on the part of its social environment (relatives and local citizens' self-governance bodies).

615.
Parents having equal obligations to provide for an under age or adult disabled child in need may by common consent determine the procedure for the payment of child support. If they fail to agree, child support is imposed by the court.

646. The Ministry of Labour and Social Protection coordinates the activity of rehabilitation centres for the disabled, Sakhovat and Muruvvat boarding school residences, and Muruvvat children's homes.

713. Pursuant to the Cabinet of Ministers Decision of 18 June 2008 on the "State programme for the early detection of congenital and inherited diseases with a view to preventing the birth of persons disabled from childhood", 216,960 newborns were screened for congenital hypothyroidism, of whom 3,059 belonged to a risk group; 215,040 newborns were screened for phenylketonuria, of whom 784 belonged to a risk group. In the screening centres, 57,795 risk-group pregnant women underwent perinatal screening; and 16,527 risk- group pregnant women were screened for biochemical markers of neural tube defects and chromosomal syndrome. Within the reporting period, 803 persons were screened for infections in the relevant centres. In March 2009, reagents were obtained for a total amount of SUM 99,250,900.

Children with disabilities (article 23)

734. State bodies and NGOs work on the implementation of international standards regarding the rights of disabled persons, including disabled children, in the legislation and in actual practice.

735.
Of the 123,066 children with disabilities residing in Uzbekistan as at 1 July 2009, 1,296 are under full State care in Muruvvat children's homes.

736.
The rights of children with disabilities are governed by, inter alia, the Rights of the Child (Safeguards) Act, the Health Care Act", the Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act and the Employment Act.

737.
The Rights of the Child (Safeguards) Act describes "children with disabilities" as children whose condition imposes on them difficult living conditions and who need special protection and support by the State and society. The Act provides for additional safeguards in respect of the rights of socially vulnerable children, including children with disabilities.

738.
Under article 24 of the Act, the State must offer material assistance, advice and other support to families raising children with disabilities and physical or mental development defects. Educational, medical and cultural and recreational establishments must be adapted so to be freely accessible to disabled children. Upon detection of a disability, a child is entitled to an individual rehabilitation programme, which the appropriate State bodies have an obligation to implement.

739.
Article 28 of the Act establishes the disabled children's right to medical and social support, which includes, inter alia, prevention, diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, health- and hygiene-related care, orthopaedic care and prosthetics, and transport on favourable terms. Disabled children are entitled to free medical and social support in the establishments of the State health-care and labour- and social-protection system; to care at home; and to education and training in educational institutions under educational programmes developed specially for them, in order to acquire an education commensurate with their physical and mental potential and their wishes (art. 29).

740. The Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act, as substantially amended and enhanced on 11 July 2008, constitutes the main enactment governing State policy on persons with disabilities and the social and legal status of that group. Under the Act, the State policy in question shall be aimed at placing disabled persons on an equal footing with all other Uzbek citizens in terms of realization of rights and freedoms; eliminating obstacles to their everyday activities; and helping them to lead a decent life, participate actively in social activities and fulfil their civic duties. Under the Act, disabled persons clearly and fully enjoy the social, economic and individual rights and freedoms enshrined in the Constitution and the legislation. The State has established the principle of the inadmissibility of discrimination against disabled persons.

741.
The Act for the first time specified penalties for violating the rights of persons with disabilities. Under article 11, non-compliance with the legal requirement to create conditions allowing disabled persons free access to social infrastructure facilities incurs a fine equal to 70-100 times the minimum wage.

742.
Currently, prevention of children's disabilities is a priority in the work of mother and child protection services.

743.
The Ministry of Health, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, the Women's Committee of Uzbekistan, the Soglom Avlod Uchun and Makhalla foundations and the Kamolot youth movement, carries out work targeted at making families healthy and decreasing the number of children born with congenital developmental defects and of persons disabled from childhood.

744.
Of the 1,478,322 young persons screened in accordance with the required medical examination procedure for young persons entering into marriage, implemented since 1 January 2004 under Cabinet of Ministers Decision No. 365 of 25 August 2003, 3,989 were diagnosed with mental disorders, 1,417 with tuberculosis, 489 with syphilis, 369 with drug addiction and 371 with HIV infection. Explanatory work and health-improvement measures are undertaken in respect of the persons concerned.

745.
Implementation of the State programme on "Mother and child screening" continues. The main goal of the initiative is to provide specialized medical care with a view to early detection of congenital and hereditary disorders in newborns and other children in order to prevent disabilities from childhood.

746.
Of the 404,419 pregnant women having undergone perinatal ultrasonic screening, 6,266 were diagnosed with congenital developmental defects. The diagnosis made it possible to prevent the birth of children with grave and disabling developmental defects.

747. In recent years, screening newborns for congenital developmental defects has revealed a decreasing trend in the number of children born with neural tube defects (myelocele or hydrocephaly) and chromosomal syndromes (Down syndrome). This attests to the effectiveness of the perinatal ultrasonic and biochemical screening of pregnant women, and of the National Programme for the fortification of flour with micro-elements and vitamins.
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748. Neonatal screening of newborns is being developed in the country. Screening centres attain the planned level of 70 per cent neonatal screening coverage of children for congenital hypothyroidism and phenylketonuria. Congenital hypothyroidism has been detected in 510 patients, while 2,382 children have been diagnosed with transient hypothyroidism. Phenylketonuria has been detected in 76 patients, while 423 children have been diagnosed with hyperphenylketonuria. Neonatal screening, subsequent monitoring, treatment with Euthyrox (2,364 packs) and provision with special nutrition (21,000 jars) made it possible to prevent mental deficiencies in 3,391 children.

749.
The Ministry of Health, in cooperation with the Soglom Avlod Uchun foundation, continues to provide specialized medical assistance to children with congenital disorders. Thus, during the reporting period, 1,205 children with congenital palate and lip malformations underwent reconstructive plastic surgery. Moreover, 1,500 facial surgery operations, 153 locomotor apparatus operations on children and 895 operations on newborns have been performed in the country's leading clinics.

750.
The Presidential Decision of 18 June 2008 on the State programme for the early detection of congenital and inherited diseases with a view to preventing the birth of persons disabled from childhood, funded under the budget and extrabudgetarily, was issued as part of the implementation of the State programme on the "Year of Young Persons" (2008) in the interests of a healthy new generation.

751.
Accordingly, a comprehensive system has been developed for the prevention and early detection of congenital and hereditary diseases in children, including an examination of prospective spouses, prenatal and neonatal screening, and subsequent treatment and correction of congenital disorders.

752. The State takes steps to defend the rights of disabled children in the areas of education, social protection, labour, leisure and spiritual and moral development.

753.
Under the Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act, disabled persons are to receive social assistance in the forms of cash benefits; technical support and such equipment or material as, inter alia, automobiles, wheelchairs, prosthetic and orthopaedic articles, and publications produced in special types of print; medical, professional, social rehabilitation and household services; transport services; and medication.

754. On attaining majority, orphans or children deprived of parental care who are disabled and live in residential establishments or social service institutions for persons with disabilities are provided, on a priority basis, with housing in accordance with their individual rehabilitation programme as disabled persons, if such housing allows them to be autonomous and lead an independent life.

755.
Persons with disabilities are provided with medicines, technical support, equipment and household and transport services free of charge or on favourable terms according to the procedure established by law.

756.
Under the Cabinet of Ministers Decision of 17 June 2009 adopting a regulation and procedure for reimbursing the acquisition of rehabilitation equipment or services, disabled persons are entitled to such reimbursements. Under the Act on the Disabled Persons (Social Protection), routine repairs to the equipment in question are free of charge.

757.
As part of State policy on the social protection of disabled persons, special attention is paid to ensuring preschool and non-school education for disabled children and a professional preparation for disabled persons through general or special secondary education, vocational training or higher education (arts. 6 and 15-22).

758.
As part of a wide-ranging network, 89 specialized residential schools are attended by 18,460 children. Remedial assistance is provided by 122 specialized preschool establishments to 9,095 children with special needs; and 11,493 children with various defects receive instruction at home.

759. As in the rest of the world, inclusive education, namely attendance of general education establishments by children with special developmental needs along with healthy children, is developing in Uzbekistan in parallel with the existence of a segregative education system.

760.
The Ministry of National Education, with the support of the Centre for the Social Adaptation of Children, and other organizations, State and non-State, organize, on an annual basis, conferences and training seminars on issues related to, inter alia, equal educational opportunities and the social adaptation of vulnerable children. As part of the "General education for children with special needs" project carried out jointly with the Asian Development Bank, support was provided to 100 students of special residential schools in Tashkent, the Shurchin region in Surkhandarya province, Karshi, and the Chirakchin region in the Kashkadarya province. Approximately 400 children have been integrated into general education at 20 pilot schools in Tashkent and the Fergana and Tashkent provinces under a project entitled "Friendly schools through inclusive education".

761.
Inclusive education curricula and literature on the relevant methodology have been developed in the light of the experience gained.

762.
A comparison of first-semester data for 2008 and 2009 reveals an increase from 780 to 847 (by 8.6 per cent) in the number of hiring recommendations for disabled children and a 61.1 per cent increase in the number of disabled children placed on a job. Vocational guidance for children unable to attend general education establishments or belonging to low-income families is provided at neighbourhood level free of charge by 82 social service centres for young persons, in which 245 groups are attended to that purpose by 80,000 youths. The subjects addressed in the groups are computer use, psychology, foreign languages, work with minors, legal issues, work with young families, cooking, sewing, and emergency medical aid.

763.
Every year, the Uzbek Association for the Disabled contributes to the enrolment of children with disabilities in secondary, special secondary and higher education institutions. The Association has been actively cooperating for years with the "Millennium" youth organization for disabled persons which, through subsidies, works with employment agencies and business managers wishing to hire disabled workers. As a result of effective coordination, many disabled young persons have found a job.

764.
Since 2007, the Social Initiatives Support Fund (SISF) carries out, with Fund Forum support, a project entitled "Formulation and implementation of a national model for continuous inclusive education in Uzbekistan", which is unique in Central Asia and which has involved the organization, for the purpose stated, of 12 mixed groups within pilot schools and kindergartens in the cities of Navoi, Termez, Karshi, Djizzak, Samarkand and Kokand. Project beneficiaries number 13,200 in total.

765.
With the support of the Ministry of National Education, the above project achieved the following results:

In 2009, 128 children with special needs received instruction in mixed groups and classes, compared to 47 such children in 2007

In the period 2007-2009, the level of emotional satisfaction and knowledge acquired by the children with special needs rose by 20 per cent

Students with special needs having attended the inclusive education schools went on to attend public vocational secondary schools, vindicating the step-by-step approach to the education of such children.
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766.
Systematic efforts are made to identify talented children among vulnerable social groups. Exhibits of handmade objects and pictures created by Mekhribonlik home children are organized in all provinces.

767.
The Women's Committee of Uzbekistan and the National Olympic Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan conducted in the period 2006-2009 more than 130 sport events involving disabled children. The "Everybody around the ball" sport and health- improvement camp for children with mental problems was organized at the national training facility of Yangiabad (in the city of Dukent) on 11-21 August 2006; was attended by 91 children from various regions of the country; and included football, track and field and table tennis events, as well as family relay races.

768.
Under the Physical Education and Sport Act, sport institutions provide tangible support for socially vulnerable children. Thus, physical education, sport and health- improvement services are provided free of charge to children aged up to 16, disabled children and orphans.

769. "Care" clubs of the Kamalak children's movement, operating in all educational institutions for the benefit of more than 55,000 children unable to attend school, organize on an ongoing basis charitable events for orphanage children and provide them with textbooks and learning supplies.

770.
In support of Mekhribonlik home and residential school pupils, low-income family children carried out, in the period 2006-2009, a project entitled "Greet the New Year together with Kamolot", as part of which New Year parties were organized, with quizzes and gift distribution Approximately 10 million children participated in such events country- wide.

771. A festival instituted for disabled children and dedicated to Independence Day includes dancing and drawing contests, basketball tournaments and swimming and track and field competitions, in which more than 200 disabled children participate.

772. Every year, various cultural and entertainment events for disabled children are organized on the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. A concert for disabled children organized in the Peoples' Friendship Palace on 16 September 2007 was attended by more than 3,000 children. Home visits to 180 disabled children, and gift distribution, were organized in 2008. On 8-10 June 2009, more than 50 disabled children from Tashkent participated in a table tennis tournament.

773.
As part of initiatives on the protection of children's rights, the Uzbek National Association of Non-Profit NGOs carried out the country's first project promoting the creation of electronic and audio textbooks for blind and partially sighted children. Moreover, in the framework of the Association's joint project with UNICEF to promote juvenile justice reform in the country, the Association operates the Kaldirgoch Day Care Centre for Children, which also helps families and aims at improving the quality of life of HIV-positive children by providing services in the area of non-medical care and support and at broadening access to treatment services.

774. The rights of disabled children are regulated not only by the law, but also by programme documents. Special measures for the protection of disabled children are envisaged under, inter alia, the National Plan of Action for ensuring the well-being of children, 2007-2011; the National Plan of Action for the implementation of the recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2007-2010; and the National Plan of Action for the implementation of recommendations formulated by the United Nations Human Rights Council following consideration of Uzbekistan's national report for UPR, 2009-2011.

782. Scientific experiments or trials detrimental to a child's, life, health or normal development are prohibited.

783. The State takes the necessary measures, in the form of special restrictions or prevention programmes, to shield children against dependence on alcohol, tobacco, narcotic drugs and psychotropic or other substances affecting their mental activity or will.
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3.

775.
The above national action plan for the implementation of UPR recommendations provides for, inter alia, the development in 2010/11 of the National Plan of Action for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (point 17.1); the State programme on the rehabilitation of disabled persons, 2010-2014 (point 17.2); the creation of an educational methods centre for training social workers providing services to disabled persons (point 17.7); and the establishment of regional centres for the organization of leisure and professional work of persons with disabilities (point 17.8).

784.
The right of children to health care is also protected under the Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act, the State Health Inspection Act, the Medicines and Pharmaceutical Activities Act, the Persons Suffering from Alcoholism or Addiction to Drugs or Substances (Compulsory Treatment) Act, the Prevention of Diseases Caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV Infection) Act, the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, the Psychiatric Assistance Act, the Protection against Tuberculosis Act, the Donation of Blood and its Components Act and the Iodine Deficiency (Prevention) Act.

4.
Social security and childcare services and facilities (articles 26 and 18 (3))

795. The State ensures support for families bringing up children, orphans, children deprived of parental care, disabled children, and vulnerable children.

796.
The following system has been developed for social support and social security for children, regardless of their place of residence:

• Disabled children receive allowances whose amount depends on the disability category as determined by commissions of experts in occupational medicine (VTEK, for children aged 16-18).

• Under the Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act, disabled children, in the same manner as adults, receive free of charge technical support and appropriate equipment; medical professional- and social-rehabilitation services; household and transport services; and medication.

• Under the Housing Code, disabled persons and families with a disabled person enjoy preferential treatment in relation to the attribution, acquisition, construction and use of housing. On attaining majority, disabled children without parents may be provided, on a priority basis, with housing allowing them to lead an independent life.

• The State provides unemployed single parents having many children aged up to 14 or disabled children with support in the form of job creation, special training programmes, free advice and help by labour bodies, and unemployment benefits under the Employment Act.

802.
Under the Regulation for determining and paying allowances to persons disabled from childhood, which addresses issues in the area in question, such benefits are granted to disabled children aged up to 16 for a period defined by medical assessment and are paid out by the regional or municipal social welfare offices of the place of residence of the disabled beneficiary or of his or her parents. Allowances are paid to guardians and custodians at their place of residence. If a disabled child is placed in a residential school under full State guarantee or returns from such an institution, the payment of the allowance ceases or resumes as from the first day of the month following the month, in which the change occurred. Children's disability allowances are paid regardless of whether the beneficiary receives other benefits.

803.
Under article 180 of the Tax Code, the working mother or father of a disabled child are entitled to a partial tax exemption, namely on four times the minimum wage for every full month

797.

Currently, according to State Statistics Committee data:

113,000 disabled children aged up to 16 receive social benefits

689 infants live in infants' homes

2,709 children live in orphanages

217 children live in family-type children's homes

1,371 children live in residential establishments

84,791 children live in general-type residential schools

4,398 children live in residential schools for orphans and children without parental care or having lost the family breadwinner

15,014 children live in residential schools for children with special needs.

828. In the period 2006-2008, scientists in the Centre carried out research into the problems of disabled children in the family and of organizations engaged parents' training in rehabilitation for disabled children with special needs. The research addressed the causes for the disabilities, the state of health of parents with a disabled child, the parents' and society's relations with disabled children, and the effectiveness of pedagogical assistance to families bringing up children with special needs.

829. The research revealed the current insufficiency of special studies focused on identifying and examining the biomedical and social causes of disabilities, and of practical measures against non-referral of disabled children to special institutions. It was found that effective protection of the interests and health of disabled children from their birth depends mainly on parents, who must be familiar with elementary care standards for disabled children, and on organizations expected to provide appropriate and adequate rehabilitative, pedagogical and psychological assistance to families with children with special needs.

830. Analysis revealed considerable heterogeneity among children in special establishments at the national level. Those children are aged 12-17. Of the 300 children interrogated, 207 resided in Tashkent, while the parents of the other 93 resided in the Tashkent, Surkhandar and Kashkadar provinces and the Republic of Karakalpakstan. Sociologically, 65.4 per cent of the children have parents, 25.0 per cent do not have a father, 3.6 per cent do not have a mother, 4.2 per cent are orphans, and 1.8 per cent do not know their parents. Of the children, 70.1 per cent are visited by relatives or close relations every week, and 12.0 per cent go home after the lessons or exercises. Children residing in Tashkent spend Saturdays and Sundays with their parents or relatives and return to the institution on Monday.

831.
Of the staff of residential schools, 71.6 per cent consider that, in the institution, the children's state of health considerably improved, 27.1 per cent that it did not improve significantly, and 1.2 per that it deteriorated; 94.1 per cent consider that it is better for disabled children to attend a special establishment because general education schools do not offer the conditions that a residential school offers; 14.8 per cent believe that every child, regardless of physical or mental state, must live in a family setting; 15.1 per cent hold that the children can live in a family setting only with the support of a school or health centre; and 60.3 per cent think that home education and treatment of disabled children are impossible because parents lack the necessary aptitudes, skills, know-how and facility of communication with such children.

836.
The Soglom Avlod Uchun foundation has engaged in extensive awareness-raising activities and has produced information material on the prevention of children's disabilities, at a cost of SUM 320,000. In that connection, information pamphlets were published under such titles as, inter alia, "Dangers in marriage between relatives", "Do you know about screening?", "Advice for future parents", and "Congenital hypothyroidism and phenylketonuria".

902.
Physical and spiritual training is a key component of the system of continuous education, carried out by highly qualified specialists. To children up to the age of 16, disabled persons and orphans, physical education, sport and health-improvement services are provided free of charge.

973. In four of the country's higher education institutions, relevant functions are successfully performed by academic staff, while in medical institutions the post of ombudsman for patients' rights has been established, inter alia for the rights of disabled children in the Children's Psychoneurological Hospital in Tashkent. In order to protect the rights of minors in detention facilities, penitentiary ombudsmen will soon be designated, including in the Zangiata juvenile reformatory, under a cooperation agreement between the Parliamentary Ombudsman and the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
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158. The Committee raised its concern that, as noted by the State party, societal discrimination persists against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children living in poverty, Amerindian children and children with disabilities, and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of disability.

160. The principle of non-discrimination and equality is enshrined in article 149 of the revised 2003 Constitution and in other legislations. Article 149 (2) of the Constitution clearly qualifies the meaning of ―discriminatory‖ as:

―affording different treatment to different persons attributable wholly or mainly to their or their parents‘ or guardians‘ respective descriptions by race, place of origin, political opinion, colour, creed, age, disability, marital status, sex, gender, language, birth, social class, pregnancy, religion, conscience, belief or culture whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restrictions to which other persons of the same or another such description are not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not afforded to other persons of the same or another such description.

165. Further to this, Guyana became party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PLWD) in 2007. The Persons with Disabilities Bill (No. 44 of 2009) was tabled in the National Assembly on 26 November 2009 and has been sent to a Parliamentary Special Select Committee for review.41 It is anticipated that the process leading to enactment will conclude by August 2010. When enacted, this law will provide for the promotion and protection of equal rights for persons living with disabilities and serve to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability.

166. The National Commission on Disability (NCD) which was established in 1996 is a President-appointed advisory body promoting the rights of people living with disabilities, and influences policy changes and the enforcement of laws that protect the rights of persons with disabilities in Guyana. This Commission is comprised of representatives of the various organizations of and for persons with disabilities. The State Party through the Ministry of Health provides budgetary, office and technical support to the Commission.

167. On the enactment of the Persons with Disabilities Bill, the National Commission on Disabilities will be enshrined in statute, with clearly defined mandate, terms of reference, role and functions.

168. The State Party is of the opinion that legislation alone may not be enough to deter or eliminate prejudices and discrimination. However, there is no state institutionalized discrimination. To complement legislation, Government agencies and other national bodies have conceived and implemented educational strategies and awareness-raising programmes that promote tolerance and ignorance and heighten awareness of the negative impact of discrimination thus changing perceptions through both an extensive and intensive process of education and sensitization.

169. One such programme was the Disability Rights Sensitisation Workshop organized by the National Commission on Disability in December 2009 for officers in the Ministry of Labour, in which the participants produced action plans on how they intended to incorporate disability rights into their work plans.

226. Guyana has a National Commission for the Family which was launched in 1998. It works in collaboration with relevant Ministries, Agencies and NGOs in matters relating to the family, and also matters related to special groups such as persons with disabilities and the elderly. The Commission covers areas including education and guidance for the family and sensitizing the public to the services and programmes relating to family life which are available from relevant organisations or agencies. The Commission has developed a DRAFT Family Code for Guyana, which has been submitted to public consultations in three Regions on which said consultations are ongoing.

A. Children with disabilities (art. 23)

276. The Committee noted the formulation of a National Policy on the Rights of People with Disabilities in 1997 and the establishment of its monitoring body, the Commission on Persons with Disabilities. However, the Committee remained concerned at the societal discrimination experienced by children with disabilities, the inaccessibility of buildings and transportation for them, the absence of an inclusive policy and the situation of children with disabilities in remote areas who are doubly disadvantaged.

277. In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee‘s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of the children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310–339), the Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the National Policy on the Rights of People with Disabilities addresses children‘s rights, taking into account the provision for non-discrimination, accessibility to all services, including public buildings and transportation, and integration into mainstream education and that it specifically addresses the situation of children in remote areas.

278. The principle of non-discrimination is clearly enshrined in the 2003 Constitution of Guyana and is stated in its preamble and Article 149. The Committee is also referred to the section on non-discrimination in this report. Article 24 of the Constitution explicitly states that ―every citizen has the right to free medical attention and also to social care in case of old age and disability‖ and the constitution further mandates that the ―State shall, for the purpose of promoting equality, take legislative and other measures designed to protect disadvantaged persons and persons with disabilities – art. 149D(2).

279. The Prevention of Discrimination Act 1997 also prohibits discrimination in employment practices based disabilities.

280. In keeping with Guyana‘s ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2007, and with respect to the provisions on non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution, Guyana is committed to upholding the human and fundamental rights of all persons, including children, living with disabilities.

281. The National Health Plan of 2004–2007 included rehabilitation and disability as an integral part of the health development agenda. With this in perspective, the Division of Disability and Rehabilitation Services of the Ministry of Health developed the 2004–2008 Strategic Plan and its recent update, with the participation of key stakeholders. The strategic plan aimed to develop strategies for the provision of preventative, therapeutic and rehabilitative services to children and adults in need of these services. Under the umbrella of the National Health Plan, the Strategic Plan facilitated the achievement of the health-related objectives of the Poverty Reduction Strategy and the MDG‘s with respect to increasing accessibility to disability and rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities in Guyana.

282. The 2002 census reported that a significant proportion of children and adolescents in Guyana were living with various types of disabilities. It also reported that the number of citizens living with some form of disability in Guyana was 48,419, or about 6.4 percent of the total population. Women outnumber men with 51.1 percent (24,767) of them compared to 48.8 percent (23,652) of men and there were 5,842 disabled children (below 15 years) in Guyana. Within the disabled group, 12 percent of children below 15 years and 8 percent of youth (15–24 years) were impaired.

283. The status and circumstances of people with disabilities have historically been given low priority and this may be due to the lack of data regarding their actual numbers as well as the difficulties experienced in their social and economic circumstances. In an attempt to correct this, in 2005, the National Commission on Disability (NCD)50 conducted a nationwide survey designed to create a detailed profile of people with disabilities in Guyana. The results of the survey have enabled the development of an action plan which identifies immediate priorities for adults and children living with disabilities.

284. The State Party with technical and financial support from Pan American Health Organization and the World Health Organization launched in March 2010 the Ministry of Health National Rehabilitation Services Strategy (NHSS) 2009–2013, which is a derivative of the National Health Sector Strategy 2009–2013 and a continuation of the 2004–2008 Strategic Plan. The overall goal of the NHSS is ―all preventable disabilities are reduced and all persons with disabilities are receiving equitable and high quality services that enable them to function as equal citizens‖ and to create a multi-sectoral approach to disability and rehabilitation issues. One of the key strategic objectives is to ‗safeguard persons with disabilities inclusive of children with disabilities against discrimination and marginalization‘.

285. The Persons with Disabilities Bill was subjected to widespread consultations and thoroughly examined by the organizations of and for persons with disabilities before its submission to the National Assembly.

286. The Persons with Disabilities Bill was tabled in December 2009 and sent to Parliamentary Special Select Committee. This bill is expected to be enacted in latter half of 2010. The Bill is designed to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, including the promotion, protection and full equal enjoyment of those rights in keeping with Guyana‘s international treaty obligations.

287. Once enacted, the Bill will strengthen the capacity and the role of the NCD, including investigating/acting on allegations of discrimination and facilitating redress for victims. The NCD would monitor the implementation of, and make recommendations for compliance with, international instruments to which the State is a party, for the benefit of people with disabilities. Offences and penalties for acts of discrimination against disabled people are also detailed.

288. With regard specifically to children with disabilities, and in keeping with article 23 of the Convention, Sub-Part II of the Bill addresses issues of access to free and compulsory quality education, the integration of children with disabilities into schools, assistance to students with disabilities, special education, and the provision of rehabilitation services within the available resources of the country.

289. The Bill also provides for training programmes to be developed and implemented for teachers specializing in disabilities to ensure there is personnel trained for special schools and integrated schools for children with disabilities. Under the provisions of the Bill, special education is to be made a compulsory component of the teachers‘ training curriculum offered by institutions established to train teachers.

290. The Bill mandates that every person with disability shall register with the already established National Commission on Disabilities. This, in part, was designed with a view to improving statistical compilation on the number of persons living with disabilities. Organisations of persons living with disabilities at present register with the Commission.

291. It also mandates the Commission to collaborate with public or private sector agencies to work towards creating a barrier-free environment that will enable persons with disabilities to have easy access to public or private buildings and establishments, as well as to public transportation on an incremental basis.

292. There are two (2) special needs schools both based in the capital city. However, the Community-Based Rehabilitation Programme is an NGO which offers training programmes for families with children and/or relatives with disabilities as well as teachers.

293. There are 26 disabled peoples‘ organizations in Guyana. In addition to advocating for the rights of those living with disabilities, these organizations provide access to rehabilitation services, sport, cultural and social activities.

294. The Para-Olympic Committee of Guyana has organized biennial Para Olympic Games since 2003 for persons with disabilities which is well supported by the public and sport organizations working with persons with disabilities. This event has helped to reduce many prejudices or preconceptions the general public held about persons with disabilities. Guyana has also sent junior and senior athletes to the Para Olympic Games as well as Regional athletic events in USA, Canada and the Caribbean.

295. While important progress continues to be made in the expansion of policy, programmes and support services for people with disabilities, significant challenges remain, not the least of which are attitudes towards disability. It is therefore recognized that there is need to constantly challenge these prejudices faced by people with disabilities. This is an area which government agencies and civil society continue to play a key role.

403. At the primary level, initiatives have been taken to reduce illiteracy, and to target repetition and dropout rates. This has included the development of literacy and numerical standards, and the design and piloting of a new methodology to improve the teaching of reading. In addition, an OAS-supported project ―Meeting Special Needs in the Classroom‖ is being implemented to specifically target children with learning or physical disabilities.

427. Education sector-based activities within the context of the 2003–2007 Strategic Plan for Education aimed to establish child friendly schools, called ―effective schools‖. The plan was built around the following core concepts:

5. Improved education in the hinterland and riverain regions and mainstreaming students with special needs, where possible, as major aspects of equity related to the other quality issues.

430. Day care centres have moved towards compliance with agreed Early Childhood Development (ECD) minimum standards developed for the Caribbean. A standardized training programme for ECD practitioners has been finalized with new inputs on HIV, nutrition for the young child, emergency preparedness and planning and special needs, and implemented in 2008.
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