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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for 62nd-63rd pre-sessional working group of the CRC Committee (8-12 October 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and on concluding observations by other treaty bodies (see Annex). 

ARMENIA
Armenia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 22 September 2010 and signed its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007.
Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide more information on the pilot program on deinstitutionalisation of children and on the programme “Services for return of children in the care of child care institutions of the Republic of Armenia to their families (deinstitutionalisation)” (in State report paras 55 & 56). What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community in accordance with Article 19 of the CRPD? During the implementation of the deinstitutionalisation programs, how many children have been able to return to their families, how many to foster care and how many children continue to live in institutions?
· Please explain why the number of families of children with disabilities, who are eligible for family allowance, has reduced annually from 2007 (3,916 families) to 2009 (3,173 families) (in State report para 329) even though deinstitutionalisation and an increase in the number of children with disabilities (in State report para 350) during that same period should have increased the number of families receiving family allowance.

· Please provide more information on the special education reforms and of the organisation of education in general education schools for all children, including children with disabilities. (in State report paras 346–348) What steps is the Government taking towards providing inclusive education to children with disabilities in accordance with Article 24 of the CRPD? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc)?
· Please provide information on the measures taken on awareness-raising campaigns focusing on prevention, inclusive education, family care and the promotion of the rights of children with disabilities and on adequate training given to persons working with these children. (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.225, 2004, para 24 and CRC/C/15/ADD.119, 2000, para 35, in Annex below)

· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
State report 

Select references to children with disabilities:

5.
During the reporting period, Armenia has acceded to and ratified a number of important international instruments relating to the rights of the child, which include, inter alia, the following:

(g)
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to it (ratified on 30 March 2007);

31.
“World Vision” international non-governmental organisation has established 15 community child day care centres in six Marzes of the Republic of Armenia for children with disabilities and children form socially vulnerable families.

38.
The issues of the agenda of the National Commission include the process of formation of the regional divisions for the protection of children’s rights as well as the process of reorganisation of special general education institutions, discussion of the reorganisation issue of the Yerevan special school No. 18 of children displaying anti-social behaviour, the report of the Programme “Support to the implementation of child care and protection reforms in Armenia” and discussion of the output of the Programme, as well as a number of other issues.

55.
To this end, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia announced a tender for implementing the “Pilot programme of deinstitutionalisation of children from Lori Marz’s Vanadzor Orphanage, Vanadzor No. 2 and No. 3, Stepanavan No. 1 and Spitak No. 1 general education special institutions for orphans, children deprived of parental care and children with mental retardation” approved by the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 206-N of 12 January 2006, as well as for selecting a non-governmental organisation and for providing to it a grant in the prescribed manner. “Aravot” non-governmental charitable organisation of Lori Marz was selected as a result of the tender.

56.
The goal of the programme “Services for return of children in the care of child care institutions of the Republic of Armenia to their families (deinstitutionalisation)”, underway in Lori Marz of the Republic of Armenia since 2006, is to ensure the care and upbringing of children in the institutions in their biological families, securing sound guarantees for the productive life of the child in the family. The Project is implemented by “Aravot” non-governmental organisation acting in Lori Marz of the Republic of Armenia, based on the principles of social partnership and at the expense of the State Budget.

82.
The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia closely co-operates with “Huysi Kamurj” non-governmental organisation, which was founded in 1996 with an objective to support the social integration of children with disabilities and their parents as full member of society, and to protect their right to education and full participation in social life.

83.
Since 2008, based on the principles of social partnership, child care day centres in Tavush Marz provide social care services for children in difficult situations.

84.
Since 2001, “Huysi Kamurj” non-governmental organisation initiated the establishment of child development community centres in Tavush Marz – Dilijan, Ijevan, Berd and Noyemberyan, which are co-financed by the State.

85.
Today children and adolescents with disabilities and socio-psychological problems benefit from the services provided by these centres, the activities whereof are mainly directed at supporting the social integration of children in difficult situations.

327.
As a result of the policy implemented by the Government of the Republic of Armenia, amongst the families receiving family allowance, the share of families with children has increased (at the background of decrease of the number of families receiving state benefits). The share of families with a child amongst the families receiving family allowance in 2009 amounted to 81.33% instead of 76.34% in the previous year.

328.
In accordance with the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On state benefits”, a family eligible for benefit may be provided a lump sum pecuniary aid, where:


(a)
A child is born in the family receiving state benefit: in 2009 – in the amount of AMD 50,000, as against AMD 35,000 in 2008 (a lump sum maternity allowance);


(b)
A child of a family receiving state benefit is admitted to the first grade in a general education school: in 2009 – in the amount of AMD 25,000, as against AMD 20,000 in 2008.

329.
The number of children with disabilities in families eligible for family allowance amounts by year to:


(a)
3,916 in 2007;


(b)
3,667 in 2008;


(c)
3,173 in 2009.


Such a decrease in the amounts is due to the decrease in the number of families receiving state benefits.

332.
Article 37 of the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia prescribes that everyone shall have the right to social security in case of seniority age, disability, illness, loss of breadwinner, unemployment as well as other cases provided for by law. The scope and forms of social security are defined by law.

333.
The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On state pensions” was adopted in 2002, under Article 26 of which every child who has not yet attained the age of eighteen is eligible for survivor’s pension. Under Article 33, any person recognised as “a child with disabilities” is granted a disability social pension, the amount of which is determined under Article 34. Under Article 35, the survivor’s social pension extends to those children left without parental care whose parents are unknown.
Children with disabilities
337.
Eight thousand two hundred and seventy four children with disabilities are registered in the Republic of Armenia, which makes 5% of persons with disabilities registered in the Republic of Armenia. 2,543 of them are females. The number of children with disabilities by age and gender is as follows:


(a)
From 0 to 6 year of age – 1,698, of which 498 females;


(b)
From 7 to 13 year of age – 3,621, of which 1,141 females;


(c)
From 14 to 16 year of age – 2,019, of which 638 females;


(d)
From 17 to 18 year of age – 936, of which 266 females.

338.
Neurological diseases are in the first place among the diseases causing disability of children under the age of eighteen – 2,531 children:


(a)
Mental diseases are in the second place – 1,347 children;


(b)
Congenital anomalies are in the third place – 1,310 children.

339.
The number of children with disabilities by diseases is presented below:

	No.
	Disease
	Total
	Of which females

	1.
	Contagious and parasitical diseases
	125
	41

	2.
	Neoplastic diseases
	360
	128

	3.
	Separate disorders of haematopoietic glands
	86
	22

	4.
	Endocrine system diseases, nutritional and metabolic 
disorders
	487
	192

	5.
	Mental diseases and behavioural disorders
	1 347
	399

	6.
	Neurological diseases
	2 531
	778

	7.
	Eye and assist device diseases
	563
	135

	8.
	Eye and papillary process diseases
	458
	173

	9.
	Blood circulation system diseases
	52
	14

	10.
	Respiratory organs diseases
	131
	17

	11.
	Digestive organs diseases
	60
	14

	12.
	Dermatosis and hypoderm diseases
	31
	5

	13.
	Musculodermic system and conjunctive tissues diseases
	256
	75

	14.
	Urogenital system diseases
	140
	26

	15.
	Congenital anomalies, morphological disorders
	1 310
	465


340.
The distribution of children with disabilities by place of residence is as follows:


(a)
Urban dwellers – 5,285 children with disabilities, of which 1,662 are female;


(b)
Rural dwellers – 2,989, of which 881 are female.

341.
Rights and social safeguards of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, rehabilitation process and other issues of persons with disabilities are regulated by the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On social protection of persons with disabilities in the Republic of Armenia”.

342.
The procedure for determining disability is established by the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 276-N of 2 March 2006 “On approving the procedure for carrying out medical and social expert examination”.

343.
In accordance with the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 453-N of 12 April 2007 “On approving the procedure for provision of prosthesis orthopaedic articles, rehabilitation technical and other accessories, and the terms for use of prosthesis orthopaedic articles, rehabilitation technical and other accessories as well as on repealing the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 1780-N of 24 December 2003”, children with disabilities have the right to receive the above-mentioned articles free of charge.

344.
Children with disabilities have the right also to receive free of charge medical assistance as well as medicine.

345.
Pension is defined for children with disabilities in the amount of 140% of the basic pension.

346.
In accordance with the laws of the Republic of Armenia “On education” and “On education of persons with special educational needs”, the education of children with special educational needs may, at parents’ choice, be implemented both in general education as well as in specialised institutions through special programmes.

347.
The concept paper on inclusive education was approved by the protocol decision No. 20 in the sitting of 25 May 2005 of the Government of the Republic of Armenia, which is aimed at identifying the main provisions of special education reforms and organisation of education in general education schools for children with special educational needs.

348.
The education of children with mental and physical development problems in the Republic of Armenia is currently organised in around 32 general education institutions as well as in special educational institutions for children with mental retardation, with visual, hearing, behavioural and emotional and volition, as well as deep speech disorders.

349.
Children under the age of 18 are classified in the benefit scheme among those with high points of insecurity. Thereby the probability for families having a child with disabilities to receive a benefit is quite high.

350.
As of July 2009, 3,173 families are registered in the Republic of Armenia, which have a child with disabilities among them.

Age and gender distribution of the number of registered persons with disabilities, 2004–2008 end of the year

(people)

	
	Total
	Of which women

	
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Number of persons with disabilities
	135 716
	141 248
	148 656
	158 758
	170 950
	54 146
	57 822
	62 542
	68 004
	75 054

	Of which for an indefinite period
	90 417
	92 111
	95 975
	100 350
	106 201
	35 779
	37 192
	39 411
	41 567
	44 424

	Under 18 years of age
	7 870
	8 304
	8 449
	8 690
	8 706
	2 419
	2 593
	2 615
	3 056
	2 669

	From 18 to 40 years of age
	23 551
	24 403
	24 755
	25 112
	26 860
	6 878
	7 060
	7 223
	7 530
	8 145

	Of which for an indefinite period
	11 857
	12 721
	13 826
	15 326
	16 565
	3 595
	3 774
	4 008
	4 350
	4 601

	From 40 to pension age
	51 429
	57 340
	63 601
	72 274
	83 494
	23 202
	26 765
	30 079
	33 618
	39 334

	Of which for an indefinite period
	25 694
	28 189
	30 298
	32 342
	37 746
	10 537
	12 014
	12 778
	13 417
	14 917

	Of retirement age and higher
	52 866
	51 201
	51 851
	52 682
	51 890
	21 647
	21 404
	22 625
	23 800
	24 906

	Of which for an indefinite period
	52 866
	51 201
	51 851
	52 682
	51 890
	21 647
	21 404
	22 625
	23 800
	24 906


Age and gender distribution of the number of registered rural dwelling persons with disabilities, 2004–2008 end of the year

(people)

	
	Total
	Of which women

	
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Number of persons with disabilities
	97 797
	101 290
	106 694
	114 904
	122 639
	41 082
	43 601
	47 062
	51 077
	56 251

	Of which for an indefinite period
	67 029
	68 073
	71 191
	74 112
	78 959
	28 058
	29 005
	30 790
	32 337
	34 686

	Under 18 years of age
	5 084
	5 346
	5 359
	5 829
	5 523
	1 561
	1 689
	1 687
	2 158
	1 735

	From 18 to 40 years of age
	15 231
	15 866
	16 033
	16 241
	17 622
	4 635
	4 766
	4 805
	5 010
	5 473

	Of which for an indefinite period
	7 957
	8 597
	9 282
	10 175
	11 072
	2 521
	2 656
	2 787
	2 996
	3 200

	From 40 to pension age
	37 144
	41 014
	45 239
	52 008
	58 801
	17 257
	19 775
	22 087
	24 489
	28 589

	Of which for an indefinite period
	18 734
	20 412
	21 846
	23 111
	27 194
	7 908
	8 978
	9 520
	9 921
	11 032

	Of retirement age and higher 
	40 338
	39 064
	40 063
	40 826
	40 693
	176 29
	17 371
	18 483
	19 420
	20 454

	Of which for an indefinite period
	40 338
	39 064
	40 063
	40 826
	40 693
	176 29
	17 371
	18 483
	19 420
	20 454


Gender distribution of the number of registered persons with disabilities, by Marzes of the Republic of Armenia and Yerevan city, 2004–2008 end of the year

(people)

	
	Total
	Of which women

	
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Yerevan
	49 045
	49 692
	52 508
	55 367
	59 967
	20 380
	21 222
	22 932
	24 158
	26 929

	Aragatsotn
	5 088
	5 931
	6 359
	6 955
	7 483
	1 865
	2 251
	2 517
	2 874
	3 176

	Ararat
	9 170
	10 393
	11 075
	12 283
	13 484
	3 610
	4 204
	4 658
	5 354
	5 958

	Armavir
	8 493
	8 962
	9 414
	10 086
	10 808
	2 914
	3 143
	3 399
	3 734
	4 140

	Gegharkunik
	9 595
	10 571
	11 181
	12 266
	13 187
	3 555
	4 029
	4 437
	5 035
	5 529

	Lori
	14 536
	15 188
	15 604
	16 388
	17 327
	5 959
	6 371
	6 660
	7 123
	7 710

	Kotayk
	7 057
	8 066
	8 587
	9 636
	10 629
	2 786
	3 223
	3 518
	4 046
	4 514

	Shirak
	11 780
	12 928
	13 990
	14 965
	16 272
	4 554
	5 160
	5 756
	6 454
	7 246

	Syunik
	8 477
	8 804
	9 103
	9 529
	9 951
	3 556
	3 764
	3 989
	4 245
	4 488

	Vayots Dzor
	3 166
	3 177
	3 256
	3 411
	3 651
	1 368
	1 408
	1 487
	1 578
	1 721

	Tavush
	9 309
	7 536
	7 579
	7 872
	8 191
	3 599
	3 047
	3 189
	3 403
	3 643

	Total
	135 716
	141 248
	148 656
	158 758
	170 950
	54 146
	57 822
	62 542
	68 004
	75 054


385.
The introduction of integrated child disease management strategy is targeted at child morbidity reduction, which is a joint WHO/UNICEF strategy and thanks to which the decrease of child disability and mortality, as well as improvement of child growth and development is possible. It is deemed to be an outcome of development of the international practice accumulated in that field and relies upon cotemporary achievements of medicine and empirical medicine.

458.
While entering state secondary vocational education institutions, citizens having the status mentioned below, enjoy privileges:


(a)
Persons with disabilities of the 1st and 2nd groups and persons under the age of eighteen having disabilities since childhood, for whom, pursuant to the conclusion given by the Medical and Social Expertise Agency, study and further work with the given profession is not contraindicated;
493.
State assistance to socially vulnerable children and children with disabilities in the sphere of specialised cultural training and aesthetic education:

(a)
Due to the activities of the “Special Creative Centre for Children” SNCO operating under the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia, 470 children with disabilities, deprived of parents and from socially vulnerable families study arts and crafts at five special boarding schools in Yerevan and at 2 branches in Vanadzor. The Centre provides children with materials and instruments free of charge, and they are awarded with certificates after the completion of courses. Concerts and exhibitions are also organised;

499.
As a result of the war unleashed by Azerbaijan for violent suppression of the right to self-determination of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, the number of refugee children amounted to almost 70,000 as of 1997. Below, information is provided about refugees by number, gender, age, education, disability, housing conditions, allowance beneficiaries and employment. Since 2000, as a result of the naturalisation process, the current number of refugees has reached up to 4,000 including the newly arrived.

The right of a child to allowance

508.
According to pension legislation of the Republic of Armenia, the following pensions are assigned for and paid to children:


(a)
Disability pension is granted to a child recognised as disabled by the Medical and Social Expertise body, for the whole period of disability;

558.
The legislature has attached special importance to the interrogation of a deaf, mute, or blind witness and has established the following: “The interrogation of a deaf, mute, or blind witness shall be conducted with the participation of an interpreter understanding her/his signs or capable of communicating with her/him by means of signs. A note on the participation of the interpreter shall be made in the protocol”. In case the witness has a mental or other serious disease, the interrogation of the witness shall be conducted upon permission and with the participation of a doctor (Article 208 of the Criminal Procedure Code).

ANNEX - References to children with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Armenia
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.225, 2004

Data collection

11.
While acknowledging the establishment of a data bank with data on adoptions, children in institutions, abandoned and vagrant children, as well as the detailed data on education presented in the State party’s written replies, the Committee reiterates its concern about the absence of mechanisms to collect and analyse disaggregated data on persons under 18 years in all areas covered by the Convention, including the most vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities, street children, children living in rural areas, refugee children and children belonging to minority groups. 

12.
The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party develop a comprehensive system for collecting disaggregated data as a basis on which to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention.  The Committee encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from, among others, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in this regard.

3.  General principles

Non-discrimination

23.
Noting that discrimination is prohibited under the law, the Committee remains concerned at persistent de facto discrimination on the grounds of gender as well as at discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights in relation to certain vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities, refugee children, children living in rural areas, children from poor families, street children, and children living in institutions.

24.
The Committee encourages the State party to ensure the effective enforcement of protective laws, to undertake studies and launch comprehensive public information campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination, and to sensitize society to the situation and needs of children within the society and particularly within the family.  In this regard, the Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes undertaken to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).
Children with disabilities

43.
The Committee remains concerned at the prevailing poor situation of children with disabilities, who are often institutionalized.  Furthermore, while noting the measures taken to enable children with disabilities to receive instruction within regular schools, the Committee regrets that access by children with disabilities to mainstream and special education remains limited. 

44.
Reiterating its previous recommendations, and in light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the recommendations adopted by the Committee at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee encourages the State party to make greater efforts to implement alternatives to the institutionalization of children with disabilities, including community-based rehabilitation programmes.  The Committee also encourages the State party to strengthen ongoing efforts to integrate children with disabilities into mainstream education.  The Committee also reiterates its recommendation that awareness-raising campaigns focusing on prevention, inclusive education, family care and the promotion of the rights of children with disabilities be undertaken, and that adequate training be made available to persons working with these children.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.119, 2000

D.  Principal subjects of concern and Committee recommendations

D.1.  General measures of implementation
Independent/monitoring structures

12.
The Committee is concerned at the absence of a mechanism to collect and analyse disaggregated data on persons under 18 years in all areas covered by the Convention, including the most vulnerable groups (i.e. children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, children who are living and/or working in the streets, children affected by armed conflicts, children living in rural areas, refugee children and children belonging to minority groups). 

13.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a comprehensive system for collecting disaggregated data as a basis to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention.  The Committee encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF, in this regard.
D.3.  General principles
The right to non-discrimination (art. 2)
24.
Noting that discrimination is prohibited under the law, the Committee, in line with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (A/52/38/Rev.1), the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/79/Add.100) and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/1/Add.39), is concerned that de facto discrimination on the grounds of gender persists.  Moreover, the Committee is concerned at the discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights in relation to certain vulnerable groups:  children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, refugee children, children from poor families, children living and/or working on the streets, and those living in institutions.
25.
The Committee recommends that the State party make concerted efforts at all levels to address social inequalities through a review and reorientation of policies, including increased budgetary provision for programmes targeting the most vulnerable groups.  The Committee encourages the State party to ensure the effective enforcement of protective laws, undertake studies and launch comprehensive public information campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination, to sensitize society to the situation and needs of children within the society and particularly within the family, where needed within the framework of international cooperation.
Children with disabilities (art. 23)

34.
While noting the protection afforded to children with disabilities under the 1996 Rights of the Child Act, the Committee is nevertheless concerned at the prevailing poor situation of children with disabilities, who are often institutionalized. 

35.
In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted on its Day of General Discussion on Children with Disabilities (CRC/C/69), the Committee encourages the State party to make greater efforts to implement alternatives to the institutionalization of children with disabilities, including community-based rehabilitation programmes.  The Committee encourages the State party to undertake a comprehensive national study on the situation of children with disabilities.  Awareness campaigns, which focus on prevention, inclusive education, family care and the promotion of the rights of children with disabilities need to be undertaken.  Adequate training should also be made available to persons working with these children, and the State party is encouraged to develop special education programmes for children with disabilities.  The Committee encourages the State party to undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary resources, and to seek assistance from inter alia UNICEF and WHO, and relevant NGOs. 
ISRAEL

Israel signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 30 March 2007.

Suggestions for list of issues

· Given that an overwhelming majority of children with disabilities attend special schools, what steps has the Government taken to ensure that children with disabilities are not excluded from regular kindergartens, primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability; and that they can access an inclusive education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live? What measures have been taken to provide funds for the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments and encourage the teaching of sign language? (See State report para 332, 350, 351, Table 8 - Pupils with Special Needs in Primary and Post-Primary Education According to the Type of Disability and Type of Setting, 2006-2007, also see Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/ISR/CO/3, 2011, para 34, in Annex below) 

· Please provide more information on the various services of the Social Welfare Department that children with disabilities and their families receive (including family guidance, education, psychosocial aid and paramedical treatments). What percentage of children with disabilities receive these services? How many children with disabilities and families are left without these services? How big is the gap between the Arab and Jewish population with respect to child development services? (see State report para 145, 148)

· Please provide more information on children with disabilities placed in out-of-home care. How many children with disabilities are placed in institutions or in foster care? (See State report para 158) What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster and adoptive families? 
· Please provide more information on the mental health services for children and adolescents (see State report para 340). What kind community-based services does the government provide for children and adolescents who are in need of mental health services? Please explain the drop in the number of minors admitted to Mental Health facilities between years 2006 (1023 minors) and 2008 (474 minors) (see State report table 11). 
· Please provide information on the nation-wide study: "The prevalence of mental disorders among adolescents in Israel" that provided data regarding geographic regions that may not have access to treatment (State report, para 346) How many minors are unable to access community based treatment in their own region?

· Please provide information on the Terminally Ill Law. (In State report paras 362-364) Is the medical treatment of children with disabilities, including children with severe disabilities, protected and practiced without discrimination on the basis of disability to ensure their right to life?

· With respect to decisions concerning the child, including medical and mental health treatment, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk of children with disabilities to be subjected to violence exploitation, abuse or harmful practices in the home, community or in out-of-home care? How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities?

· What steps are being taken towards ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol? 

State report 

Select references to children with disabilities:

The Right to Life, Survival and Development of Children with Disabilities 

120. In General - In 2007, 293,000 disabled or chronically ill children resided in Israel, amounting to 12.8% of the total population of children in the country. Approximately 176,000 children (out of the 293,000) are disabled or suffer from a chronic illness. Of these, 7.7% suffer from disabilities that impinge upon their daily functioning for a period of at least a year.

121. The percentage of children who suffer from at least one disability among the Bedouin population (in the southern Negev area) stands at 9.1%, at 8.3 among the total population of Arab children, and at 7.6% among Jewish children. 

124. Approximately 25% of children with disabilities live with two unemployed parents, who in many cases depend on an income support pension. Among the Bedouin population, 50% of the children with disabilities' fathers are unemployed. 

Education

126. Education - In Israel there are approximately 46,000 pupils in the Special Education System; which includes kindergartens for disabled children, schools for disabled children, and classrooms in regular schools which are allocated to disabled children. Between the years 2002-2005 the rate of disabled pupils and classrooms assigned to disabled children in regular schools grew by 16%. In the same period, the number of kindergartens for disabled children grew by 26%. In 2005, approximately 72,164 children with disabilities were incorporated into the regular education system.

127. Of the children who are schooled in the Special Education System, the number of children with learning difficulties amounts to 38% of the total number of children with disabilities. Most of the children in this group study in classrooms in regular schools which are earmarked for children with disabilities. Children with mental disabilities constitute a significant group in the Special Education System – comprising roughly 20% of the total population of children in the system.

128. As mentioned above, the Special Education Law 5758-1998 (The “Special Education Law”) was amended in 2002 and a chapter devoted to children with disabilities was added. In concluding observation No. 40 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee recommended that the state party continue to strengthen its efforts to ensure the needs of children with disabilities meet the necessary services. The purpose of the amendment is to ensure that the same level of services granted to children in regular schools is afforded to children with disabilities. Moreover, the amendment obligates the Placement Committee to favour the placement of a child with disabilities in a regular educational facility rather than in a special facility. Among the purposes of the amendment is the inclusion of children with disabilities within the regular education system while gradually enlarging the budget allocated for this purpose. Eligibility is determined by a Placement Committee composed of a representative of the local school system (the chairman), two Ministry of Education supervisors, an educational psychologist, a paediatrician, a social worker, and a representative of the national special education parents’ committee. The Placement Committee must hear the child’s parents or representative before making a decision; it may also hear directly from the child. 

Data on Children and Institutions

129. As of 2009, 57,943 children with disabilities were placed in various educational facilities. This number represents 3.2% of the total number of pupils (approximately 1.8 million) in Israel. 9,677 attend special education kindergartens, 27,592 study in special education classrooms within regular schools and 20,674 attend special education schools.

130. There are approximately 75,000 children with disabilities included in the regular educational system. Approximately 56,000 (75%) are Jewish and the remaining 19,000 (25%) are members of Israel's Arab population. The Special Education Law applies to approximately 133,000 children, 103,000 of which study in regular education institutions (in regular classrooms or in special education classrooms) and 30,000 study in institutions designated for children with disabilities.

“Parental Choice”

131. The Dorner Committee (named after Justice Dalia Dorner - chairman of the Committee for the Examination of Special Education in Israel) was appointed by the Minister of Education in September 2007. The Committee submitted its recommendations to the Government in January 2009.

132. The Committee examined the Israeli school system for children with disabilities. The Committee recommended implementing a model based on "Parental Choice," which gives the parents the choice as to whether or not the child should attend a regular school or a special education school The Committee also recommended the adjusting of the allocation of funding according to the principle that "funding follows the child." This principle would help to insure that the needs of every child are met, and would also help to prepare future teachers and assistants on how to work with children with disabilities. The Committee recommended the establishment of more schools and kindergartens for children with disabilities alongside the existing regular educational institutions.

Absence from schools

140. Children with disabilities are absent from school for longer periods of time during the school year than children without disabilities. Approximately 25% of disabled children were absent four to seven days of school in the first three months of the school year, 19% were absent seven days of school in the first three months of the school year, and a further 14 % were absent from between fourteen days to the entire first three months of schooling.

145. Children with disabilities receive various services from the Social Welfare Department, including family guidance, education, psychosocial aid and paramedical treatments. There is also an allowance granted by the NII for disabled children, although only 12% of the children with disabilities are entitled to it. Approximately 1,000 children are entitled to walking aids, orthopedic shoes or limb prosthesis, funded by the Ministry of Health. In 2008, the number of families receiving child allowances increased by 1.4%, following a similar increase in 2007. In 2008 (monthly average) child allowances were paid to approximately 2.4 million children from 994,800 families.

Differences between Jewish and Arab Children

148. Gaps between the Arab and Jewish population with respect to child development services have considerably decreased in recent years. Eight child development centers, which provide health services, have been opened in close proximity to Arab populations, in addition to the opening of the development institute located at the French Hospital in Nazareth. Recent years have witnessed an increase in the establishment of Child Development Centers in majority Arab areas. Currently there are 34 child development institutes and 65 units that are recognized by the Health Division of the Israeli Ministry of Health. These units primarily serve children who suffer from arrested development difficulties. In majority Arab areas there are six units that serve children with developmental difficulties and one development institute. The services provided at these facilities include access to preventive medical care, tracking delays in development, diagnostic services, and support services (such as psychological and counseling services). This indicates significant progress in medical and therapeutic services for disabled Arab children and Arab children who suffer from arrested development.

Preserving the Best Interests of the Child in Out-of-Home Care

158. In Israel there are approximately 70,000 children and youth (3% of all children) living separately from their families. For the most part the children are scattered among government-supervised facilities. 55,000 children (ages fourteen to eighteen) attend boarding schools. In most cases the decision to leave home is made by the children themselves or their families. Far fewer children and youth (approximately 8,500) have been placed outside their homes by Child and Family Services. 6,500 children were placed in boarding schools and the remaining 1,950, were placed in foster families. Some children were placed in facilities operated by the Youth Protection Authority (a government agency of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services that is responsible for supervising correctional facilities), which is responsible for the placement of delinquent and near delinquent youth; while others were admitted to psychiatric hospitals, and certain disabled children were removed from their homes by Social Welfare Departments.

Legislation

313. Amendment No. 6 to the Special Education Law was issued on July 24, 2002. This Amendment obligates the Minister of Education to promulgate regulation regarding the placement of children with disabilities in educational institutions. The idea is to allocate placement based on requests made by parents, in addition to the receipt of a professional opinion affirming that the child has a severe disability which requires her/his placement in the educational institution and that her/his integration in a regular educational institution is not feasible. Furthermore, the regulations promulgated should include information for parents with reference to the rights of children with disabilities and alternative educational institutions which are available to them.

314. Amendment No. 7 to the Special Education Law supplemented the Law to define disability as including physical, mental, intellectual, emotional-behavioral, cognitive, linguistic or any other developmental problem. The Amendment supplements regulation regarding the integration of a child with disabilities in the regular education system.

315. The purpose of the Amendment was to ensure that services of the same quality were provided to children integrated in regular schools as those provided to children in special educational institutions. The Amendment further obligates the inclusion of children with disabilities within the regular education system while increasing the annual budget designated for this purpose (See recommendations of the Dorner Committee, above). The Compulsory Education Law was amended in 2007 (Amendment No. 29). The Compulsory Education Law applies to children aged three years and older. (See also under: "The Right to Life, Survival and Development of Children with Disabilities" Chapter A, above). 

VI. BASIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

A. Article 23 of the Convention - Children with Disabilities

Table 8 - Pupils with Special Needs in Primary and Post-Primary Education According to the Type of Disability and Type of Setting, 2006-2007

332. Aleh is an organization that provides services to children with severe cognitive and physical disabilities, as well as making employment available to the adult residents. These services consist of high-quality medical care. Aleh Negev is a modern communal Rehabilitative Village situated in the city of Ofakim. It is home to over 500 residential adults with disabilities and each year serves approximately 12,000 children and young people with disabilities based on an outpatient treatment method. The village also provides vocational training, occupational therapy and medical facilities. approximately 650 severely disabled children receive the best possible care, educational and rehabilitative treatments. Aleh cares for children with serious medical conditions such as Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Down syndrome and genetic disorders. Many of the children learn how to overcome their handicaps and conduct themselves in the same manner as other children. Many of Aleh's children come from families lacking the financial resources or time to adequately care for their children.

The System of Services Available for Disabled Children in Israel 

The Health System

337. The needs of children with non-physical disabilities who require care beyond the age of six years old (when their eligibility for care under the National Health Insurance Law ends) are not being met. If deemed eligible by a Placement Committee, these children receive care from the special education system. Most children with non-physical disabilities who receive care at a child development center are ineligible for special education and have been included within the regular educational system. The children receive assistance through the “Reinforcement Basket,” which only partially covers their needs. Other needs are met by ongoing programs, offered in other frameworks.

339. A further problem relates to the implementation of the National Health Insurance Law, which rendered the Health Funds responsible for financing developmental services for children under the age of eight. According to this law, these services are conditional upon a co-payment being made by the parents of the child; however, co-payments cover only a small proportion of the cost of service – which may be substantial, if a child requires more than one type of service, or if a family has a limited income. In the past, parents could petition a special committee to be exempted from having to make the co-payment.

Mental Health Services for Children and Adolescents

340. Services for children whose mental health problems require them to be hospitalized are provided in the in-patient departments of hospitals for the mentally ill. There are a total of thirteen in-patient departments for minors under the age of eighteen located in general and mental hospitals.

Table 11 - The Number of Minors Admitted to Mental Health Facilities According to Religious-National Denominations Between the Years 2006 and 2008

342. As of 2008, there are 65 out-patient clinics for children and adolescents. During 2007, 11,300 minors were treated in out-patient clinics, with 147,400 individual sessions.

343. The in-patient hospitalization of minors is regulated by two laws – the Treatment of Mentally Ill Law and the Youth (Care and Supervision) Law. In recent years, in accordance with these laws, hospitals do not report all hospitalizations of minors, but only hospitalizations of those who have suffered from a mental illness and posed a violent threat. According to the Treatment of Mentally Ill Law, an expert psychiatrist reviews all hospitalizations of minors (Section 3). A minor's custodian can request the admission of the minor to a psychiatric hospital as well as consent on her/his behalf to treatments received during the hospitalization (Section 4a (b)). However, if a minor who has reached the age of fifteen refuses to be admitted, a court order is necessary in order to admit the minor. Such order is issued based on regular causes cited in cases of the compulsory hospitalization of minors (Section 4a(c)). If the minor has not yet reached the age of fifteen and her /his caregivers

understand that, she/he does not consent to the hospitalization; a District Psychiatric Committee shall make the relevant decision. The Committee is comprised of professionals: a psychiatrist specializing in children and adolescents, a clinical child psychologist, an educational psychologist and a social worker (Section 4a (d)). A minor who has reached the age of fifteen may request of her/his own free will to be admitted to a psychiatric ward; if the custodian refuses, court approval is necessary (Section 4b). The District Psychiatric Committee for Children and Youth also functions as consultant to the court and has the authority to decide whether or not to continue the hospitalization of an individual minor. 

346. In order to promote children's rights to health care in general, and mental health care in particular, the Mental Health Services of the Ministry of Health, along with other institutions, carried out a nation-wide study: "The prevalence of mental disorders among adolescents in Israel." The purpose of this research was to identify the relevant areas of need and to recognize groups at high risk for mental disorders, in order to plan appropriate services to cope with the needs The research included 1,000 adolescents (together with their mothers), aged fourteen to seventeen, who were from different population groups. Preliminary analyses revealed that the prevalence of mental disorders among adolescents in Israel is 11.7%, similar to the prevalence in other western countries. No significant differences in prevalence of mental disorders were found between Jewish and Arab adolescents, but it was found that there was higher risk of having a mental disorder for children of divorced parents, dysfunctional families, children who have a learning disability or children who suffer from a chronic disease. The study also provided important data regarding geographic regions that may not have access to treatment. The study will help to facilitate plans for the treatment of mentally ill children and adolescents that most require such treatment.

The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

349. As noted, the social welfare department has primary responsibility for providing out-of-home care. At present, 1,500 children with developmental problems and a small number of children with other disabilities, reside in various frameworks. A small number of children currently reside in several community-housing frameworks. One is for children with mental disorders and the other is for children with physical disorders. While most of the community-housing frameworks serve children with mild disabilities, four new facilities are geared for severely mentally disabled children. In recent years, after-school and holiday activities are operated for mentally disabled children as well as for children residing at rehabilitation centers. Autistic children are provided with out-of-home activities like all children. The services are financed by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services.

The Education System

350. In Israel, there are approximately 46,000 pupils in the special education system; which incorporates special kindergartens, special schools and special classrooms in regular schools. Between the years 2002-2005, the rate of school pupils in special schools and special classrooms in regular schools grew by approximately 16%. In that time period, the number of kindergarten-aged children in special kindergartens grew by approximately 26%. In 2005, approximately 72,164 children with disabilities were integrated within the regular education system.

351. Among the special education children, the number of children with learning disorders makes up 38% of the total number of children with disabilities. Most of the children in this group studied in special classrooms in regular schools. A significant group of children who study in the special education system is comprised of children with mental disabilities, who constitute roughly 20 % of all the children in the system (for more details regarding learning disabilities see: "Personal Assistance" and for special education in the minority populations see Chapter VI).

Two groups of disabled children in the special education system are of special interest: those who are blind or have impaired vision, and those who are deaf or have impaired hearing. Although these children are portrayed as being part of the special education system, most have been mainstreamed into the regular system and attend regular classes, receive special education assistance and assistive devices that enable them to function like other pupils. These two groups, along with children who have learning disabilities, are the only ones mainstreamed into the regular education system as a group. 

Children with Disabilities Attending Regular Schools

352. The Ministry of Education allocates some 84,000 weekly special education hours (integration hours) for mainstreamed pupils. Each local authority is allocated a quota of teaching hours based on the number of pupils in its jurisdiction, the school’s “development index,” and the percentage of pupils with minor disabilities who are referred to Placement Committees in an effort to encourage their mainstreaming. A Local Resource Center for Special Education Services is the Operational organizational division of the inclusive education; it provides educational services dependent on the regulation of the special education in every municipality.

The Ministry of Education allocates 350 positions for full-time assistants to pupils with severe physical disabilities who have been mainstreamed into regular schools and require assistance. The Dorner Committee recommended that placement and assistance, as well as the characterization of the children's needs, should be performed based on the children's specific functioning abilities rather than the type of deficiency. The current resources appear limited, and are provided mainly to children with severe disabilities. As a result, the Dorner Committee concluded that the current budgeting method is too rigid and does not always enable appropriate treatment to be provided to children with disabilities. Thus, the Committee recommended budgeting be performed on the basis of a model called: "Funding according to needs – system," namely that the budget is determined by the characteristics of every child. These recommendations are already in effect.

Discounts and Tax Breaks

356. The parents of disabled children receive tax breaks and discounts on fees as compensation for having to invest financial and other resources in the care of their children. These include:

356.1. Parents with a physically disabled, blind or autistic child, or a child with an emotional disorder or chronic illness, are eligible for an income tax credit; they are also eligible for these credits if the child resides in an out-of-home framework.

356.2. Parents of a child with disabilities may receive a discount of up to 25% on their municipal taxes, at the discretion of the local authority. 

356.3. Parents of a child who receives a full disability benefit, and parents of a blind child or a child undergoing dialysis, are eligible for discounted telephone services. The discounts include a 50% reduction on regular monthly charges; 60 free telephone units per month for a disabled child and 300 units for a blind child; and a 50% reduction on the cost of the installation or transfer of telephone lines. Parents with two children who each receive a full disability benefit are eligible for double discounts.

B. Articles 6 and 24 of the Convention - Health and Health Services

A Right to a Dignified Death

362. On December 6, 2005, the Knesset enacted the Terminally Ill Law in response to the medical-ethical dilemma presented by the treatment of terminally ill patients. The Law is based on the recommendations of a public committee appointed by the Minister of Health in 2000.
The Law presumes that every person has the will to continue living, unless proven otherwise. Furthermore, in the event of doubt, the will to live shall be presumed (Section 4). One shall not avoid granting medical treatment to a terminally ill patient unless it is clear, according to specific conditions, that the patient has no will to continue living (Section 5). If the terminally ill patient has "capacity," meaning that she/he is older than seventeen years old, can express her/his will, and was not declared incapacitated, or excluded from this status as a result of a documented, justified medical decision, then any decision concerning her/his medical treatment shall be subject to her/his implicit will (Section 5(a)). If the terminally ill patient does not have "capacity", any decision concerning her/his medical treatment shall accord with her/his preliminary instructions, the instructions of an empowered person, or the decision of an "institutional committee" as defined below (Section 5(b)). If no such instructions or decisions exist, then the responsible physician, in consultation with the patient’s relatives or guardian (only in the absence of a relative), will determine the appropriateness of withholding medical treatment (Section 5(c)).

The Law states that a terminally ill patient's desire to forego treatment to extend her/his life shall be respected, and medical treatment shall not be provided, for so long as she/he has "capacity" (Section 15(a)). However, the Law does not allow for an act to be committed, including a medical act, that is intentionally directed at causing the terminally ill patient's death or which will result in certain death, even if motivated by grace and compassion (section 19). In addition, assisting the patient to commit suicide or the cessation of continuous medical treatment are both prohibited (Sections 20 and 21 respectively). However, it is permitted to cease the renewal of continual and/or cyclic medical treatment that has been terminated unintentionally as long as it was not against orders (Section 21). 

363. The Terminally Ill Law contains different provisions as to the manner and procedure in which a person can express, in advance, her/his will with respect to medical treatment she/he will receive in the event of being diagnosed as terminally  ill. In addition, the Law states that every medical institution will appoint, in consultation with a state committee, institutional committees which are to determine treatment in cases of conflict or in the event of doubt as to the course of treatment. These committees will consist of three physicians, a nurse, a social worker or a clinical psychologist, an academic specializing in philosophy or ethics, a jurist qualified to be appointed as a district judge, and a public representative or religious persona.

364. The Terminally Ill Law contains different provisions regarding the applicability of the Law to minors, and defines a minor as any person who has not reached the age of seventeen. The parent of a minor is authorized to represent her/him with regard to medical treatment and may choose to decline treatment. A legal guardian, who is a related person,3 may express her/his opinion regarding the treatment, and the physician in charge may act accordingly. If the minor is parentless, or if the legal guardianship of the parents was negated and there has not been a determination of a new guardian, or if the guardian is not a related person (as defined above), the medical institution's commission shall make the decision regarding the minor (Section 24).

3 A person who, according to the opinion of the physician in charge, is either a dedicated family member or a dedicated person with an emotional relationship to the minor, who has intimate knowledge of the terminally ill minor, due to continuous contact before or during the medical treatment

The Law stipulates that a terminally ill minor shall have the right to participate in decisions concerning her/his medical treatment if she/he understands her/his condition, requests to participate in decisions regarding her/his treatment, and if the physician in charge determines that her/his mental capability and maturity allows her/him to participate (Section 25(1) and (2)). The Law also states that the physician in charge shall provide the minor with information regarding her/his medical condition or treatment so long as the physician determines that her/his mental capability and maturity enables her/him to fully grasp the meaning of such information and that it will not harm her/his physical or mental health or pose a risk to her/his life (Section 26(1) and (2)). The Law states that the decisions as to whether to inform the minor of her/his medical condition (Section 26) and as to the minor's ability to participate in decisions as to her/his treatment (Section 25) shall be made after consulting with the minor's parents, the legal guardian if one has been appointed, caregivers, relevant physicians and specialists, as well as with her/his personal physician if possible (Section 27).

491. In the North - a new school for severe intellectual disabilities was established, as well as six special education kindergartens. In addition, four classes in secondary schools were added, as well as 3,000 hours of integration.

ANNEX - References to children with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Israel
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/ISR/CO/3, 2011
10.
The Committee is concerned about the high unemployment level of persons with disabilities, despite the many projects and instruments established by the State party in this regard. (art.6) 

The Committee urges the State party to effectively implement its measures to overcome the obstacles faced by persons with disabilities in accessing the labour market, and to report in its next periodic report on the impact of such measures on the unemployment rate of persons with disabilities.

15.
The Committee is concerned about recent legislation which prescribes that persons with disabilities have a wage that in certain circumstances is 30 per cent of the minimum wage. (art.7)

The Committee recommends that the minimum wage be fully applicable to persons with disabilities The Committee further recommends that the State party make sure that this should not result in the reduction of employment opportunities for persons with disabilities.

24.
The Committee is concerned about the high incidence of poverty among families in the State party, in particular among the Arab Israeli population, as well as in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The Committee is furthermore concerned about the high rate of privatization of social services. (art.11)

The Committee recommends that the State party establish a comprehensive policy to address the problem of poverty and social exclusion, accompanied by adequate budget allocations and a scaling down of the privatization of social services. The Committee recommends that the State party focus its efforts in particular on the Arab Israeli population, Ultra-Orthodox Jewish families and disadvantaged and marginalized groups such as older persons, persons with disabilities and asylum-seekers. The Committee also recommends that the State party ensure timely and unfettered access by the humanitarian organizations operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to the Palestinian population, including in all areas affected by the Wall and its associated regime. The Committee refers in this regard to its 2001 Statement on Poverty and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

34.
The Committee is concerned that the education system still does not provide adequate support to children with disabilities. It also notes with concern reports of the lack of services provided in practice to children with disabilities in regular schools, effectively limiting their integration into regular class settings. (arts.13 and 14) 

The Committee recommends that the State party adopt measures in the law and in practice to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language, and allocate the necessary budget for all those measures. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its general comment No.5 (1994) on persons with disabilities.

38.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/ISR/CO/5, 2011
Health 

38.
The Committee appreciates the efforts made by the State party in the area of health care as well as the continuing decline in the child mortality rate. However, it is concerned that discrepancies remain in the infant and maternal mortality rates of Jewish, Israeli Arab and Bedouin women and children. The Committee also notes with concern that the restrictions on movement in the Occupied Territories have had a negative impact on the health of women, including older women and disabled women, and in particular their access to adequate health services, such as hospitals, clinics, urgent care and specialized treatment not available in the Occupied Territories. In addition, the Committee remains concerned about the number of incidents at Israeli checkpoints which have a negative impact on the rights of Palestinian women, including the right of access to health-care services for all women, including pregnant women. 

39.
The Committee calls upon the State party to take all necessary measures to ensure women’s access to health care and health-related services, within the framework of the Committee’s general recommendation No. 24. To this end, the Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a)
Refrain from any action that would prevent Palestinian women from accessing adequate health services and treatment; 

(b)
Strengthen its efforts to close the gaps in the infant and maternal mortality rates of Jewish, Israeli Arab, and Bedouin women and children; and

(c)
Ensure that the Israeli authorities at the checkpoints are instructed to ensure safe and unhindered access to health-care services for all women, including pregnant women.

Other disadvantaged groups of women

46.
While noting the information provided in the fifth report in respect of women with disabilities and women belonging to ethnic minorities, especially Israeli Arab women, the Committee is concerned at the very limited information provided regarding certain other disadvantaged groups of women and girls, including asylum-seeking women, refugee women, internally displaced women, stateless women and older women. The Committee is also concerned that those women and girls often suffer from multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment and health care, protection from violence and access to justice. The Committee is further concerned that gender-based persecution is not recognized by the State party as a ground for refugee status. 

47.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Provide, in its next report, comprehensive information, including sex-disaggregated data and trends over time, on the de facto situation of these disadvantaged groups of women and girls in all areas covered by the Convention, as well as on the impact of measures taken and results achieved in the implementation of policies and programmes for these women and girls; and

(b)
Consider including gender-based persecution as a ground for refugee status, in accordance with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Guidelines on International Protection relating to gender-related persecution.

Ratification of other treaties

55.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments  would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the Government of Israel to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party: the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee, CCPR/C/ISR/CO/3, 2010
4.
The Committee welcomes the following legislative and other measures, as well as ratifications of international human rights treaties:

(a)
Investigation and Testimony Procedures Law (Adaptation to Persons with Mental or Psychological Disability) 5765-2005 (the “Investigation and Testimony Procedures Law (Adaptation to Persons with Mental or Psychological Disability)”);

Conclusions and recommendations of the Report of the UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, A/HRC/12/48(ADVANCE2), 2009
1976.
To the international community and responsible Palestinian authorities,

(a)
The Mission recommends that appropriate mechanisms should be established to ensure that the funds pledged by international donors for reconstruction activities in the Gaza Strip are smoothly and efficiently disbursed, and urgently put to use for the benefit of the population of Gaza;

(b)
In view of the consequences of the military operations, the Mission recommends that responsible Palestinian authorities as well as international aid providers should pay special attention to the needs of persons with disabilities. In addition, the Mission recommends that medical follow-up should be ensured by relevant international and Palestinian structures with regard to patients who suffered amputations or were otherwise injured by munitions, the nature of which has not been clarified, in order to monitor any possible long-term impact on their health. Financial and technical assistance should be provided to ensure adequate medical follow-up to Palestinian patients.

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.195, 2002

Non-discrimination

26.
The Committee is concerned that discrimination, contrary to article 2 of the Convention, persists in the State party, and that non-discrimination is not expressly guaranteed under the Constitution.  In particular, the Committee is concerned about discrimination against girls and women, especially in the context of religious laws, discrimination on religious grounds, inequalities in the enjoyment of the economic, social and cultural rights (i.e. access to education, health care and social services) of Israeli Arabs, Bedouins, Ethiopians and other minorities, children with disabilities and children of foreign workers, and of the rights and freedoms of Palestinian children in the occupied territories.

27.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take effective measures, including enacting or rescinding legislation where necessary, to ensure that all children enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2;

(b)
Strengthen its efforts with respect to affirmative-action initiatives;

(c)
Carry out comprehensive public education campaigns to prevent and combat negative societal attitudes in this regard;

(d)
Mobilize religious leaders to support such efforts;

(e)
Consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (General Assembly resolution 45/158, annex).

Children with disabilities

42.
The Committee notes the various efforts of the State party to address the rights and special needs of children with disabilities.  However, it remains concerned at the large gap between the needs and services provided, and the gap between services provided to Jewish and Israeli Arab children.

43.
The Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its efforts to prioritize and target resources (human and financial) to ensure that the needs of children with disabilities are met and the necessary services provided.  Furthermore, it recommends that the State party ensure that Israeli Arab children receive the same level and quality of services as Jewish children.

Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/1/ADD.90, 2003
17.
The Committee is concerned that in spite of the enactment of the Equal Rights for People with Disabilities Law in 2000, the majority of its provisions have not been implemented.  The situation is aggravated for persons with disabilities from the Arab sector.

33.
The Committee urges the State party to undertake effective measures to combat discrimination against persons with disabilities, especially by providing access to public facilities and promoting access to basic services and employment, with particular attention to persons with disabilities from the Arab sector.

Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee, CCPR/CO/78/ISR, 2003

C. Positive Factors

8.
The Committee welcomes legislation adopted by the State party in respect of persons with disabilities, in particular the enactment of the Equal Rights for People with Disabilities Law (1998). It expresses the hope that those areas where the rights of disabled people, acknowledged by the delegation as not being respected and requiring further improvements, will be addressed as soon as possible.

LITHUANIA
Lithuania ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 18 August 2010.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What measures are in place to engage in regular consultation with children and adults with disabilities, and their representative organisations, to ensure that the development and implementation of legislation and policies and other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) of the CRPD?
· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home?
· Please provide more information on your deinstitutionalisation process (In State report para 171). What steps have been taken to provide all children, including children with disabilities, with support to live in the community, especially the ones living in the rural areas? (see Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/1/ADD.96, 2004, para 22, also see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006, paras 41, 42, 46, 47, and CRC/C/15/ADD.146, 2001, paras 29, 30, 37, 38, in Annex below)

· Please provide more information on the National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012 (in State report para 219, 220). What have been its outcomes? How has this programme promoted equal opportunities for children with disabilities? What kind of support has it provided families of children with disabilities? Why has the number of children in care homes not decreased? (according to statistics in State report page 38 table “Number of children placed under institutional guardianship (care) in 2005-2007”)

· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights? What steps have been taken to ensure effective implementation of article 12 of the Convention, in various administrative decisions, including with respect to children in institutions (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, , CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006, para 32(b), in Annex below) 
· What steps are being taken to ensure that children with disabilities, including those who are living in institutions, receive an inclusive and quality education? Please provide more information on implementation of the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012.

How has this Strategy promoted the full implementation of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, in particular with regard to children with disabilities? How many children are taught in inclusive classrooms, how many in segregated settings?

· What measures have been adopted to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
State report 
Select references to children with disabilities:

26. In the area of education, the objective of ensuring effective education for children with diverse educational needs was pursued by establishing job positions for education assistance specialists at pedagogical-psychological services and at pre-school education establishments in line with the Programme for Pre-school and Pre-primary Education Development for 2007-2012, approved by Resolution No. 1057 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 19 September 2007. Almost 60 job positions for educational assistance specialists for a total of over LTL 600,000 were established in 2008. Fourteen (14) publications and 10 leaflets dealing with various aspects of the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child were prepared.
40. Article 34 of the Law on Education stipulates that children with special needs are entitled to education in fully or partially integrated form at a pre-school and general education school located as close as possible to their homes or at a school implementing a special education programme. Children are educated and taught taking into consideration their abilities, inclinations and the physical and mental condition at schools of general education, at home or at special establishments. In 2005, the pupil’s “basket” was increased 10 to 35 per cent in respect of pupils with special needs attending general education schools in order to ensure education of pupils with special needs at general education schools. 

Order No. ISAK-122 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 30 January 2007 approved Methodological guidelines for the calculation of the pupil’s basket for pupils with special needs attending general school within the ordinary groups of pupils. Order No. ISAK-1780 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 30 August 2005 amended the Procedure of Providing Special Pedagogical Assistance, while Order No. ISAK-1680 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 August 2007 modified the Model of Providing Pedagogical and Psychological Assistance. Each year a tendering procedure is published inviting municipal pre-school and general education schools to compete for financial support to the establishment of the positions of teacher assistant, psychologist and/or special pedagogue. 

Four hundred and fifty (450) newly established positions of pupil assistance specialists received funding in 2006-2007. Order No. ISAK-1953 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 7 December 2004 approved the programme “Geltonasis autobusas” (Yellow Bus), which addresses transportation of pupils with special needs in 2005-2008. Resolution No. 896 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 17 August 2005 approved the Programme for the Use of the Lithuanian Sign Language and the Provision of Interpretation Services for 2005-2008. In preparation for the publishing of a Lithuanian sign language dictionary, a database containing 7,000 Lithuanian sign language samples was built. Two (2) explanatory dictionaries for geography and chemistry in the Lithuanian sign language as well as a grammar textbook are being developed (in computer media). The methodological facilities of schools for the deaf have been improved: three special teaching aids were prepared and published, another two have been prepared for press. Sign language rooms have been established at 10 schools. A visual training programme in the basics of the Lithuanian sign language has been developed for users without hearing impairments, and the programme will be distributed in computer media to 60 municipalities, 10 counties, social services and other institutions.

42. Implementation of the Special Education Service Provision Programme, approved by Resolution No. 1475 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 November 2004, which aims to improve the education and learning conditions for persons with special needs and guarantee them equal rights and opportunities in the education system, continues. Each year, the amount of LTL 3.3-3.8 million is allocated for the implementation of the programme. Four hundred and fifty (450) positions for teacher assistants, special pedagogues, speech therapists and psychologists have been funded. Thirty (30) minibuses adapted for the transportation of the disabled were purchased. Major attention was devoted to the development of the competence of pedagogues teaching children with special needs. Support was provided for the programmes of education centres.
43. In 2003-2005, disabled access ramps were installed and restrooms adapted for the disabled at 62 educational institutions. Elevators or lifts were installed at six educational institutions. All newly built schools have lifts, wheelchair access and restrooms adapted for the needs of people with disabilities. Special education methodological centres will be established within 10 special schools, the premises of 46 pedagogical-psychological services will be renovated, and 46 services will be provided with assessment methodology materials and computer equipment. LTL 160,000 in 2007 and LTL 280,000 in 2008 were allocated for teacher and school principal qualification advancement programmes developed by education centres to address the issues of organization of education for persons with special needs and the use of special equipment and teaching aids. Research into organisation of education for persons with special needs and into the use of special equipment and teaching aids was conducted.
79. Pursuant to the Law on Minimum and Medium Care for the Child, the minimum and medium care for the child shall be based on the following principles:

(a) The priority of child interests and welfare. When any actions are taken in respect of a child, his interests shall be the primary concern. A child must be provided with protection to the extent that is necessary to ensure his welfare. Adequate legal and administrative measures shall be employed to secure this objective;

(b) Child participation in making decisions that concern him. A child must be offered an opportunity to be heard during any related judicial or administrative proceeding directly or via a representative in accordance with the procedure established by the laws. A child’s opinion, unless it contradicts his interests, must be taken into account;

(c) Individualization. When decisions concerning a child are adopted, the child’s age and maturity as well as physical and mental characteristics, needs, social environment and other important circumstances must be taken into consideration.
116. Parents are legal representatives of their legally capable minors, except for parents who by court judgment are recognised as legally incapable. Legally capable under-age parents also enjoy all individual rights and obligations with regard to their children. Underage parents who are legally incapable or of limited legal capacity are allowed to live with their child and take part in his education and in such cases a guardian (caretaker) is assigned to the child. By virtue of Article 3.155 of the Civil Code the contents of parental authority means that children until they reach adult age or emancipation should be cared for by their parents and the parents have the right and obligation to afford adequate education and care for their children, take care of their health and maintenance, creating favourable conditions for their full-fledged and harmonious development in a manner consistent with the child’s physical and mental condition so that the child gets ready to live a responsible life in the society. Lithuanian laws also establish the principle of parental equality, i.e. a father and a mother enjoy equal rights and duties with regard to their children irrespective of whether the child was born in wedlock or is an extra-marital child, or was born after divorce, after marriage dissolution or to parents who live separately.
Article 5

Parental guidance

169. In 2005, 5,819 out of 13,313 children deprived of parental care were placed under institutional guardianship, compared to 5,994 out of 13,337 in 2006, 5,088 out of 12,910 in 2007, and 4,802 out of 12,306 in 2008.
170. The aim is that the placement of children into care institutions should be applied only as a measure of last resort, i.e. when recommended by specialists and this is not contrary to the best interests of the child. The aim is to ensure that children growing up in care institutions enjoy conditions of living in small groups and a family-friendly environment, that placement in care institutions does not negatively affect relations between parents and children and that priority is given to family unification or creation of a family environment. Comparison of 2005 and 2008 data shows that the number of institutions was similar. In 2008, there were 105 institutions for the care of children in Lithuania. They included 5 infant homes, 33 county child care homes, 3 county child care homes for children with disability, 1 municipal child care home for children with disability, 30 municipal child care homes, 11 municipal child care groups and 22 non-governmental child care homes.

171. At the end of 2007, pursuant to the Plan of Optimisation of the Network of Child Care Institutions, approved by Order No. A1-282 of the Republic of Lithuania Minister of Social Security and Labour of 11 October 2007, the optimisation of the network of child care institutions was launched. According to this legal act, State child care institutions will be transferred to municipalities by 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2015, the number of places in child care institutions will be reduced and work with the child at child care institutions will be organised solely on the family principle.
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19. Ratification ofthe Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabiliies andits
Optional Protacol is plannedin 2009.

21.Inthe area ofhealth care, a new version of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on
the Social Integration of the Disabled (Law IX-2228 of 11 May 2004)cameinto effect on 1
July 2005). The level of disability of children is determinedby the Disability and Working
Capacity Determination Service under the Ministry of Social Security and Labourofthe
‘Republic of Lithuania instead of the medical constlting commission ofa health care
institution. which performedthis function previously.

2.General principles
Article2
‘The principle of non-discrimination

30. Adoptedon 17 June 2008, thenew version of Law No. X-1602 of the Republic of
Lithuania on Equal Opportunities prokibits all types of direct andindirect discrimination on
‘ounds of age, sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion or beliefs, and
‘pravides for the methods of enforcement of equalrights. The Law on Equal Opportunities
S¢t out the main definitions provided by European Union directives, obliges public and
Incal authorities andbodies, nstitutions of education, research and studies as well as
‘smployersto enforce equalrights, and demands enforcement of theserights in the area of
Consumerprotection. The law clearly identifies the acts of govemment, administrative,
‘ducationsl andresearch nstitutions, employers, salespeople, producers and service
‘providers that violate the principle of equal opportunities

31.Inorder to inform the public about the phenomenon of discriminationin Lithuania
‘andits negative impact on the opportunities of different groups of society to enjoy equal
‘onditions of participationin public activities aswell as about the remedies enforcing equal
sights, also to promote public tolerance, the National Anti-Discrimination Programme for
2006-2008, approvedby Order No. 907 ofthe Govemment of the Republic of Lithuania of
19 September 2006, was implemented. Its goal was to reduce discrimination on grounds of
ags,sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion or beliefs in all areas of public
life andto promote public tolerance. The objectiveis pursued throughthe development of
thelegal framework, intiation ofresearch, reviews and studies and organization of public
‘nfanmation campaigns, seminars, training and other educative instruments. In
implementing the National Anti-Discrimination Programme for 2006-2008, the Ministry of
Social Security and Labour caried out the following measuresin 2008

42. Implementation ofthe Special Education Service Provision Programme, approved
By Resolution No. 1475 ofthe Govemment of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 November
2004, which aims to improve the education andleaming conditions for persons with special
‘eeds and guarantee them equalrights and opportunities in the education system, continues.
‘Eachyear,the amount of LTL 3.3-3.8 million is allocated forthe implementation ofthe
‘pregamims, Four hundred and fifty (450) positions for teacher assistants,special
‘pedageguss. speech therapists and psychologists have been funded. Thirty (30) minibuses
‘3dapied forthe transportation of the disabled were purchased Majorattention was devoted
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Municipal child care groups 202 235 215 232
Child care homes of public organisations and
parishes 160 161 166 136

Data provided by municipal child rights protection agencies (departments).
* Schools and centres that cared for the child and provided social services with accommodation

169. In 2005, 5,819 out of 13,313 children deprived of parental care were placed under
institutional guardianship, compared to 5.994 out of 13.337 in 2006, 5.088 out of 12.910 in
2007, and 4.802 out of 12,306 in 2008,

170, The aim is that the placement of children info care institutions should be applied
only as a measure of last resort, i.c. when recommended by specialists and this is not
contrary to the best interests of the child. The aim is to ensure that children growing up in
care instifutions enjoy conditions of living in small groups and a family-friendly
environment, that placement in care insfifutions does not negatively affect relations
between parents and children and that priority is given to family unification or creation of a
family environment. Comparison of 2005 and 2008 data shows that the number of
institutions was similar. In 2008, there were 105 institutions for the care of children in
Lithuania. They included 5 infant homes, 33 county child care homes, 3 county child care
homes for children with disability, 1 municipal child care home for children with disability.
30 municipal child care homes, 11 umicipal child care groups and 22 non-governmental
child care homes,

171, At the end of 2007 pursuant to the Plan of Optimisation of the Network of Child
Care Institutions, approved by Order No. A1-282 of the Republic of Lithuania Minister of
Social Security and Labour of 11 October 2007. the optimisation of the network of child
care institutions was launched. According to this legal act, State child care institutions will
e transferred to municipalities by 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2015, the number of
places in child care institutfons will be reduced and work with the child at child care
institutions will be organised solely on the family principle.

Number of children placed under institutional guardianship (care) in 2005-2007

8261169 in

Children placed under guardianship (care)

Child care homes Municipal Temporary

Infant  Special

Data provided by the Department of Statistics.

Children placed under guardianship (care) in the family
2005-2008 (per year)

dian (caretaker),

Foster families
Jfor disabled County child child care Non-governmental child care (family-ype child correction and

Special

Year  Total  homes schools children carchomes  homes  child carehomes  homes  care homes)  care homes
2005 a2 7 108 2674 878 390 269 276 41
2006 a5 75 48 2754 899 400 265 270 68
2007 5692 390 44 161 2609 1013 430 308 257 73





Article 23 Disabled children

216. Article 28 of the Law on Fundamentals of Protection of the Rights of the Child establishes that a disabled child shall have equal rights with normal children to lead an active life, develop and acquire education suiting his/her physical and mental potentials and desires, to be engaged in work according to his/her abilities and to participate in creative and social activity. Article 30 of the above-mentioned Law lay down legal norms governing the adaptation of the environment to the needs of a disabled child. 

217. The principle of equal opportunities of learners with special educational needs is enforced in the Law on Education. Article 15 of this Law provides for the opportunity for a person with special needs to develop, to learn according to his abilities, to acquire education and a profession, and to overcome social exclusion; Articles 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23 of the Law establish the possibility of providing informational, psychological, socialpedagogical, special pedagogical and special assistance and medical aid to every child (learner) who needs it; and Articles 33, 34 and 35 of the Law guarantee accessible education to socially excluded persons and to children (learners) with special needs and with limited mobility.

218. The basic goal of the Law on the Social Integration of the Disabled is to guarantee equal rights and opportunities for disabled persons within society, to establish the principles of social integration of the disabled, to define the system of social integration as well as its prerequisites and conditions. By implementing this Law, a new legal base was established to regulate the determination of the level of working capacity, the level of disability, and special needs. The organisation of the social integration of the disabled is based on the principles of equal rights and opportunities and the prevention of discrimination.

219. The National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012 approved by Resolution No. 850 of 7 June 2002 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania envisages a set of measures aimed at ensuring equal opportunities and assistance to families and persons with disabilities (including children); these measures are expected to ensure that disabled children and their parents receive the necessary social, medical and other services as close to their place of residence as possible, thus creating the conditions for disabled children to grow in their families and doing away with the need to place them under social care.

220. In 2006, social integration programs for the disabled were implemented under seven priorities of the National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012: rehabilitation (psycho-social, vocational, development of independent living skills), social services, accessible environment (adaptation of public physical environment, housing and living environment, also informational environment), education, occupation (employment and other forms of occupation), public awareness-raising, culture, sports, recreation. The programs were implemented by 34 associations for the disabled, nine health-care institutions, vocational training, education and science, also by the Lithuanian Choir of the Blind “Vilnius” and the Department for the Affairs of the Disabled under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour.

221. As part of social integration programs for the disabled, associations for the disabled provide the following support to disabled children and their family members: provide social services to disabled children and their families within the community, or help, as partners, municipalities to organize such services; initiate the establishment and the development of a network of social servicing and activity day centres, educational establishments, groups and/or mainstream classes in municipalities; organize non-formal education for the disabled; implement other educational programs for the disabled; provide psychological assistance to families; organize active leisure for disabled children and their families; act on behalf of the disabled and protect their rights; promote, in various forms, civil initiatives at community level, i.e. protect the interests of the disabled and collect data on the disabled and their special needs, on the services needed by them, on employment and education, and represent the rights of the disabled with a view to ensuring that their special needs are satisfied and the required services are provided, also that the conditions are created for proper implementation of educational and employment measures at community level.

222. In 2006, 16 associations for the disabled and the Lithuanian Educational Centre for Deaf and Hard of Hearing provided services to disabled children and implemented measures aimed at their social integration. These projects and measures benefited over 7,000 disabled children who received a wide range of services and participated in social integration measures. It is almost impossible to calculate the exact amount of funds used for social integration of disabled children because many operations and measures involved not only disabled children but also disabled adults. However, by preliminary estimations, over LTL 6,500 thousand were spent on the social integration of disabled children. 

223. Programs and measures targeted at disabled children and young persons were financed through programs of social integration of people with disabilities in the field of education, which were aimed at developing the education of children, young persons and adults with disabilities (with special needs), adapting teaching programs and providing the social services necessary for the educational process. Financing was focused on the following two main measures: education of children, young persons and adults with disabilities (with special needs), and non-formal education of the disabled.
255. Pursuant to the new version of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on State Social Assistance Benefits No. X-210 of 19 May 2005, families with disabled children are eligible to support from the State budget in the form of social assistance benefits. Before 1 April 2004, all disabled children irrespective of the severity of disability were eligible to a flatrate equal social assistance benefit in the amount of one basic State social insurance pension (hereinafter referred to as “the basic pension”). Upon numerous requests by parents of disabled children to differentiate social assistance benefits according to the severity of disability, the following assistance benefits for disabled children were set, with effect from 1 April 2004:

(a) Children with severe disability: 2 basic pensions (LTL 720, from 1 August 2008);

(b) Children with moderate disability: 1.5 basic pensions (LTL 540, from 1 August 2008);

(c) Children with mild disability: 1 basic pension (LTL 360, from 1 August 2008).
343. In 2005-2006, special attention was paid to the improvement of the institutional child care system. The Government of the Republic of Lithuania approved, by Resolution No. 1193 of 31 October 2007, a Guardianship (Care) System Reorganisation Strategy and a Plan of Implementing Measures for 2007-2012. The goal of the Strategy is to create the conditions for a child to live in his/her biological family with regard to the best interests and needs of the child, or, for a child deprived of parental care, adequate guardianship (care) or adoption conditions that serve the best interests of the child and are in line with the principle that the child should live in a family or in a close-to-family environment and to get properly prepared for independent life in a family and society. To achieve the goal of the Guardianship (Care) System Reorganisation Strategy, i.e. to reform the guardianship (care) system so that it serves the bests interests of the child under guardianship (care), the target for placement of children deprived of parental care into guardians’ (caretakers’) families is set at 55 per cent for 2012 compared to 43.5 per cent in 2006, while the target for reducing the number of institutionalised children is set at 30 per cent for 2012 compared to 40 per cent in 2006.
ANNEX - References to children with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Lithuania
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/1/ADD.96, 2004
12.
The Committee regrets the lack of information on the integration of people with disabilities in the labour market and expresses its concern that the incentives for employing people with disabilities are limited.
22.
The Committee is concerned about the problem of street children in the State party as well as the lack of information about children placed in institutions.
34.
The Committee recommends that the State party take effective measures under the “National programme for social integration of people with disabilities for 2003-2012” to promote the integration of people with disabilities into the labour market, including through providing incentives to employers and strengthening the system of job quotas for people with disabilities.
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/LTU/CO/4, 2008
Positive aspects

5.
The Committee commends the State party for its legal reforms aimed at eliminating discrimination against women and promoting gender equality. In particular, it welcomes the amendments to the Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, prohibiting indirect discrimination, allowing for the application of temporary special measures, to accelerate the achievement of women’s de facto equality with men, and shifting the burden of proof from the alleged victim to the person or institution against which the complaint has been lodged. It also commends the State party for the enactment of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Equal Treatment which prohibits any direct or indirect discrimination based upon age, sexual orientation, disability, racial or ethnic origin, religion or beliefs and provides for the ways of implementing equal treatment.
Principal areas of concern and recommendations

28.
While noting various measures taken by the State party, including the Programme for Roma Integration into Lithuanian society (2000-2004 and 2008 2010) and the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007-2013, the Committee notes with concern that vulnerable groups of women, as, for example, rural women, women with disabilities, women belonging to ethnic minorities, including Roma women, migrant women and elderly women continue to suffer from discrimination in education, employment, health, housing and other areas based on their sex and gender and on other grounds, thus being exposed to multiple forms of discrimination. In this respect, the Committee regrets that the information presented in the State party’s reports was not sufficiently women-specific and did not cover the situation of all of these groups of women adequately.

29.
The Committee urges the State party to intensify its efforts to eliminate discrimination against vulnerable groups of women, including rural women, women with disabilities, women belonging to ethnic minorities, including Roma women, migrant women and elderly women both within their respective communities and in Lithuanian society at large. It encourages the State party to increase their awareness of the availability of social services and legal remedies as well as to familiarize them with their rights pertaining to substantive gender equality and non-discrimination. The Committee urges the State party to take effective measures to integrate these women, where appropriate into programs of life-long learning and the Lithuanian labour market, including by establishing women resource centres in rural areas. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party monitor existing programmes and develop additional policies and programmes aimed at the economic empowerment of rural women, ensuring their access to productive resources and capital as well as to health services and to social and cultural opportunities. In addition, the Committee calls upon the State party to conduct regular and comprehensive studies on intersectional forms of discrimination against such vulnerable groups of women, to collect statistics on their educational, employment and health situation as well as on their access to decision-making positions in political life and on all forms of violence that they may experience, and to present such information in its next periodic report.
34.
The Committee notes that States’ adherence to the nine major international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. Therefore, the Committee encourages the Government of Lithuania to consider ratifying the instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006
3.  General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

26.
The Committee reiterates its concern at the fact that the principle of non-discrimination is not being fully implemented for children living in vulnerable families and in institutions, children with disabilities, Roma children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children living in rural areas, in particular with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities.

27.
The Committee recommends that the State party take more effective measures to ensure that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2 of the Convention, by effectively implementing the existing laws which guarantee the principle of non discrimination.  The Committee also recommends that the State party prioritize social and health services and equal opportunities to education for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups.

28.
Furthermore, the Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education) (CRC/GC/2001/1) and general comment No. 4 (2003) on adolescent health (CRC/GC/2003/4).
Respect for the views of the child

31.
The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to promote the respect of the views of the child, including the establishment of the Lithuanian Youth Parliament in 2000.  It also notes the efforts made as regards children’s participation in the schools.  However, the Committee is concerned that these efforts are insufficient and that article 12 of the Convention may not be fully taken into account in practice in judicial and administrative decisions.

32.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take further steps to promote and facilitate respect for children’s views and ensure their participation in all spheres of society, including in the family and schools;

(b)
Take the necessary measures to ensure effective implementation of article 12 of the Convention, not only in court proceedings but also in various administrative decisions, including with respect to child protection services, custody proceedings and the placement of children in institutions;

(c)
Effectively promote and encourage respect for the views of children below the age of 12 years, according to his/her evolving capacities;

(d)
Provide educational information to, among others, parents, teachers, government administrative officials, the judiciary, children themselves and society at large, on children’s right to be heard and to have their views taken into account; and

(e)
Undertake a regular review of the extent to which children’s views are taken into consideration and of the impact this has on policy, programme implementation and on children themselves.
Separation from parents

39.
The Committee is concerned that a large number of children are placed outside their homes and that many parents lose parental authority over their children when they are placed in foster care or in institutions by the courts.

40.
The Committee recommends that the State party take all possible measures, including establishment of precise criteria for the limitation of parental rights, in order adequately to protect parental rights and the parent-child relationship and thereby ensure that a child is not separated from his or her parents against their will except when 

competent authorities subject to judicial review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the child.  The Committee also recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to ensure that both parents and children are given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and make their views known in accordance with article 9 of the Convention.

Alternative care for children

41.
The Committee welcomes the efforts made to implement its previous recommendations, in particular through the expansion of the foster care system.  However, the Committee remains concerned that institutionalization is prioritized as a form of alternative care and that the foster care system is insufficiently regulated and resourced.

42.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure that institutionalization is used only as a measure of last resort, meaning that it is professionally indicated and in the best interests of the child;

(b)
Systematically conduct periodic reviews of the placement of children, in conformity with article 25 of the Convention;

(c)
Carry out a reform of the alternative care system and ensure that there are enough qualified supervisors and adequate resources for the proper functioning and monitoring of the system;

(d)
Ensure that children, if they are raised in institutions, live in small groups and are individually cared for, that the parent-child relationship will not be negatively affected by placement in alternative care, and that family reunion or establishment of family environment is prioritized;

(e)
Provide targeted services to children who will soon become adults and leave the institutions and encourage their reintegration into society;

(f)
Strengthen and support the system of foster care, develop quality standards for foster care and significantly decrease the time spent in institutions by children without parental care;

(g)
Provide adequate social and economic support to the social risk families, including through the establishment of a support network and the creation of job opportunities for these families;

(h)
Consider creating a special fund to provide social service for a family in a crisis situation; and

(i)
Adopt and implement the recommendations presented in the regional monitoring report “A Decade of Transition” (2001) of the UNICEF Innocenti research centre on the children under the State guardianship.

Children with disabilities

46.
The Committee reiterates its concern that children with disabilities living in rural areas do not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country.  Furthermore, it is concerned at the number of children with disabilities who are institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for these children.

47.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Allocate the necessary resources for programmes, medicines, trained staff and facilities for all children with disabilities, especially the ones living in the rural areas;

(b)
Develop community-based programmes in order to allow these children to stay at home with their families;

(c)
Further encourage their inclusion into the mainstream educational system and their integration into society;

(d)
Consider creating an inter-institutional plan with the support of local government and civil society and thereby strengthen cooperation between teachers, school management, parents, children and the society at large; and

(e)
Give due attention to the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69).

Education, including vocational training and guidance

54.
The Committee notes with appreciation the Law on Education (2003) as well as the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012 and its implementation programme.  However, the Committee notes with concern the high number of children who are not enrolled in or who drop out of school.  The Committee is also concerned that there exists discrimination regarding access to education by ethnic and/or national minorities, especially Roma, and that other marginalized groups of children, including children with disabilities, as well as children in the socially and economically vulnerable families face difficulties of access to schooling.  Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the small number of children attending preschool.

55.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take all necessary measures to ensure that articles 28 and 29 of the Convention are fully implemented, in particular with regard to children belonging to the most vulnerable groups (i.e. Roma children, those living in poverty, children with disabilities, etc.);

(b)
Further improve the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012 and its implementation programme to ensure that the principles behind “A School for All” are effectively implemented;

(c)
Improve the efficiency of the educational system, paying particular attention to the high dropout rates;

(d)
Strengthen the support to children of the rural communities, minority groups and risk group families so that these children are able to attend school;

(e)
Ensure that social pedagogues and social workers are available in all schools with special skills to work with children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, as well as children with emotional and development disorders; and

(f)
Improve access to preschool education throughout the country, including to children living in rural areas.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.146, 2001
Data collection 

15.
The Committee is concerned at the lack of a comprehensive system for the collection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children.  Such data are needed to monitor and evaluate the progress achieved in the implementation of the policies adopted with respect to children and to assess their impact.  
16.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a system of data collection and indicators consistent with the Convention.  This system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including children victims of abuse, neglect, or ill-treatment; children with disabilities; children belonging to minorities; refugee and asylum-seeking children; children in conflict with the law; working children; adopted children; children living in the streets and in rural areas; and missing children.  It further encourages the State party to use the indicators and data in the formulation of policies and programmes for the effective implementation of the Convention.
Non-discrimination

21.
The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that the principle of non-discrimination is not being fully implemented for children living in vulnerable families and in institutions, children with disabilities, Roma children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children living in rural areas, in particular with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities.
22.
The Committee recommends that the State party collect disaggregated data and other information in order to identify discrimination against children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, with a view to developing comprehensive strategies aimed at ending all forms of discrimination.
Children deprived of family environment

29.
The Committee notes with deep concern that, owing to the inadequacy of social assistance and the lack of alternatives, an increasing number of children from poor families are being placed in institutions.
30.
In light of articles 18 and 26 of the Convention, the Committee encourages the State party to further strengthen comprehensive measures to support parents, in particular those living in rural areas, in their efforts to raise their children, for instance by increasing various forms of social assistance to families, including counselling services, or by securing day-care services and facilities.

Children with disabilities

37.
The Committee expresses its concern about the fact that children with disabilities living in rural areas do not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country and that not all medicines are available for free.  Further, it is concerned at the large number of children with disabilities who are institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for children with disabilities.
38.
The Committee recommends that the State party allocate the necessary resources for programmes, medicines, trained staff and facilities for all children with disabilities, especially the ones living in the rural areas, and develop community-based programmes in order to allow children to stay at home with their families.  In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69), it is also recommended that the State further encourage their integration into the educational system and their inclusion into society.
MONACO
Monaco signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 23 September 2009.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What measures are being taken to ensure the effective collection of data and statistics, which is respectful of persons’ privacy, regarding children with disabilities disaggregated by sex, age, region of residency and type of disability?
· Please provide information on the number of cases lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities in the last years and their outcomes, including sanctions which were ordered against both public and private bodies or individuals in these cases.
· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights? 
· What steps have been taken to include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers of all teachers? And to ensure the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments, and for the law to provide enforceable remedies to children with disabilities and their families who have been refused access to inclusive education, or who have been denied the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? 
· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities enjoy, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others, extracurricular, cultural and leisure activities organised by schools, such as guided tours, educational visits, sports events, play and recreation?

· What measures have been adopted to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
· What steps are being taken towards ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol? 
State report 
Select references to children with disabilities:

Droit à l’éducation

En matière de droit à l’éducation, la Constitution prévoit dans son article 27 que « Les Monégasques ont droit à l’instruction gratuite, primaire et secondaire ». La loi n° 1.334 sur l’éducation, du 12 juillet 2007, détermine les conditions d’exercice du principe constitutionnel.

Cette loi énonce en son article 1er : « L’éducation est un service public national. L’Etat est le garant de l’organisation et du contenu des enseignements, de la définition et de la délivrance des diplômes, du recrutement et de la gestion des personnels qui relèvent de sa responsabilité, de la répartition des moyens, de la régularisation de l’ensemble du système éducatif, du contrôle et de l’évaluation des politiques éducatives ».
L’article 11 prévoit des règles particulières relatives aux enfants handicapés : « Il est satisfait à l’obligation scolaire des enfants et des adolescents présentant un handicap ou un trouble de la santé invalidant en leur donnant une éducation en milieu scolaire ordinaire ou, à défaut, soit une éducation spéciale déterminée en fonction de leurs besoins particuliers au sein d’établissements ou services de santé, médico-sociaux ou spécialisés, soit une instruction dans la famille dans les conditions prévues à l’article 5 ».
L’inscription d’un enfant présentant un handicap ou un trouble de la santé invalidant dans un établissement d’enseignement scolaire est de droit ; les établissements d’enseignement scolaire mettent en oeuvre les aménagements nécessaires à la situation des enfants et adolescents présentant un handicap ou un trouble de la santé invalidant dans l’organisation, le déroulement et l’accompagnement de leur scolarité (Article 46).

Un enseignement adapté est également prévu pour les élèves en grande difficulté scolaire (Article 48).

• Education des enfants présentant un handicap ou des enfants en grande difficulté

Dès la crèche, l’accueil des enfants présentant un handicap est possible avec :

- la mise à disposition, en cas de besoin, d’une auxiliaire de puériculture ;

- l’aménagement des modalités d’accueil ;

- la dérogation d’âge permettant le maintien de l’enfant une année supplémentaire lorsque son état ne permet pas un admission en maternelle.

La récente loi sur l’éducation a reconnu le droit à une inscription scolaire à tout enfant présentant un handicap ou un trouble de la santé invalidant.

- en maternelle les enfants bénéficient d’un accompagnement adapté aux difficultés de chacun

- dans le primaire, des élèves sont scolarisés en section AIS où deux répétitrices secondent trois enseignants pour un effectif global de 20 élèves ;

- dans le secondaire, au Collège Charles III, les enfants bénéficient d’un équipement adapté, d’une prise en charge du transport, d’aides soignantes et d’une salle de soins dans laquelle un auxiliaire médical peut leur dispenser des soins de kinésithérapie ;

En outre, les enfants sont accueillis au mini-club / centre aéré après accord du médecin-inspecteur des scolaires, en fonction des modalités définies en milieu scolaire.*

Les enfants issus des sections AIS sont orientés en fonction de leur handicap ou de leur retard, en 6ème d’adaptation au Collège Charles III, section SEGPA au Lycée technique, ou en établissement spécialisé.

Cette orientation est toujours déterminée par la commission médico-pédagogique.

Les rythmes scolaires sont adaptés afin que les enfants qui bénéficient de soins ne soient en rien pénalisés par rapport à leurs camarades.
En outre, très récemment, un projet de loi relative à la lutte et à la prévention des violences particulières a été déposé sur le bureau du Conseil National le 13 octobre 2009, afin notamment de renforcer la protection des femmes, des enfants et des personnes handicapées.

Le droit monégasque comportera des règles permettant la prise en compte de la vulnérabilité des victimes et des formes très variées que la violence peut revêtir. Le projet instaure ainsi une protection renforcée des femmes, enfants ou personnes victimes d’un handicap. Afin d’en garantir l’effectivité, des mesures particulières de prévention, protection et répression sont introduites. Les faits de violence ciblés par le projet sont les violences domestiques entre conjoints ou entre personnes vivant ensemble sous le même toit ou y ayant vécu durablement ; les « crimes d’honneur » ; les mutilations sexuelles féminines ; les mariages forcés.

Il leur sera remis, à cet effet, une documentation dont le contenu est approuvé par arrêté ministériel. L’ensemble des établissements d’hospitalisation, publics ou privés, et les cabinets médicaux sis dans la Principauté de Monaco devront disposer de la documentation susmentionnée en accès libre et anonyme. Les personnes handicapées victimes de ces violences disposeront d’un droit d’accès intégral à l’information sous une forme adaptée à leur handicap.
Une allocation « mère au foyer » est versée mensuellement, sous condition de ressources, au mères n’ayant pas d’activité rémunérée et qui se consacrent à l’éducation d’un enfant (ou de plusieurs) de moins de 12 ans ou 16 ans s’il est atteint d’un handicap l’empêchant de suivre une scolarité normale.
Prestations liées au niveau de vie de la famille

Aux personnes de nationalité monégasque :

- la prime à la naissance est attribuée à la naissance de tout enfant né vivant, de nationalité monégasque (Loi n°799 du 18 février 1966 portant organisation de l’aide à la famille monégasque, modifiée) ;

- l’allocation mère au foyer est versée aux mères n’ayant pas d’activité rémunérée et se consacrant à l’éducation de leur enfant, de nationalité monégasque, de moins de 12 ans ou de 16 ans s’il est atteint d’un handicap l’empêchant de suivre une scolarité normale ;

Toute personne qui, résidant à Monaco, assume la charge d’un mineur handicapé peut bénéficier, si le taux d’incapacité permanente de ce mineur est au moins égal à 50 %, d’une allocation d’éducation spéciale et, éventuellement, d’un complément d’allocation. La Commission d'évaluation et d'éducation spéciale instituée par Ordonnance Souveraine statue sur le taux d'incapacité du mineur, apprécie si son état ou son taux d'incapacité justifie l'attribution de l'allocation d'éducation spéciale et éventuellement de son complément. Elle peut préconiser des mesures particulières d’éducation et de soins dans l’intérêt du mineur (Ordonnance Souveraine n°15.091 du 31 octobre 2001 relative à l’action sociale en faveur des personnes handicapées).
ANNEX- references to children with disabilities in previous treaty body concluding observations on Monaco
CAT Committee Concluding Observations, CAT/C/MCO/CO/4-5, 2011

Domestic violence

11.
The Committee notes that Bill No. 869, on efforts to combat and prevent specific forms of violence against women, children and persons with disabilities, was submitted to the National Council in October 2009. It remains concerned, however, at the delay in the process of adopting this important legislation (arts. 2, 13, 14 and 16).

The State party should ensure that Bill No. 869 is adopted quickly in order to prevent and combat all forms of violence against women, children and persons with disabilities. It should also ensure that corporal punishment for children is explicitly prohibited in all areas of life and that domestic violence is punished. The Committee further recommends that the State party should organize training or awareness- raising campaigns aimed specifically at informing victims of domestic violence about their rights.

CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.158, 2001

No references to children with disabilities

Human Rights Committee Concluding Observations, CCPR/C/MCO/CO/2, 2008
No references to children or adults with disabilities
CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/MCO/CO/1, 2006
No references to children or adults with disabilities

RWANDA
Rwanda ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 15 December 2008.

Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide more information on the Law N° 01/2007 of 20 January 2007 relating to Protection of Disabled Persons and its provisions that protect children with disabilities. (in State report para 15, 210-220) How has this law been implemented and how is it monitored? What steps has the Minister in charge of Social Affairs taken to institute modalities of regular monitoring of actions of guardians and centres taking care of children with disabilities? Has the government been able to allocate sufficient funds for the implementation of this Law?
· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home? 

· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· What measures are being taken to ensure the effective collection of data and statistics, which is respectful of persons’ privacy, regarding children with disabilities disaggregated by sex, age, region of residency and type of disability? (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.234, paras 15, 16, 47(a) in Annex below)
· Please provide information on the number of cases lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities in the last years and their outcomes, including sanctions which were ordered against both public and private bodies or individuals in these cases. 

· What steps have been taken to include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers of all teachers?  Please providen information on inclusive education. Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law?
 (CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.234, para 47(c) in Annex below)
· What steps are taken promote early childhood education and early childhood intervention services including providing support to and raising awareness of parents of children with disabilities?
· What measures have been adopted to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
State report 

Select references to children with disabilities:

Health and welfare of the child

15. In the area of child health and welfare, Rwanda has strongly committed itself to achieving holistic realization of children’s rights by developing strategies aimed at reducing maternal and infant morbidity and mortality, controlling the population growth, improving the nutritional status of children and mothers, access to health care and drinking water and ensuring the protection of the rights and welfare of children. Moreover, a law for the protection of disabled persons has been enacted, Law N° 01/2007 of 20 January 2007 relating to Protection of Disabled Persons in general. This law contains provisions that protect children with disabilities. It is in this area of child health and welfare that many interventions of civil society are found. 

D. Disabled children

202. According to MINEDUC, the number of disabled pupils in primary school was estimated in 2006 at 10 per cent of all learners (2,019,991 pupils), which indicates that about 210,200 pupils suffered from some form of disability 41. 

203. According to the 3rd 2002 General Census of Population and Housing of Rwanda (GCPHR), there were an estimated 93,299 disabled children. For Rwanda, such a number of disabled children is very big given its implications. Indeed, it is known that people with disabilities are placed in the group of vulnerable people who require special attention. 

204. According to the causes of disability, not considering non-declared (ND) causes, it will be noticed that the largest proportion of causes is that of diseases, followed by congenital causes and, by far, by accident, as indicated in the table below.

206. In its new programme to encourage parents to send children to school, Rwanda has adopted since the beginning of this decade a programme of special education for disabled children, but there is still a shortage of resources.

207. Education of children with special needs in Rwanda has, in the past, been centred in special schools run by charitable organizations with the government providing limited support in terms of resources and teacher salary. However, in line with MDGs, to attain education for all by 2015, the Government of Rwanda recognizes that special needs education is now a priority and is therefore focusing on strengthening education for pupils with special needs42.

42 MINEDUC (2008), Special Education, www.mineduc.gov.rw.

210. Rwanda has established a law to protect disabled persons, i.e. Law N° 01/2007 of 20 January 2007 relating to Protection of Disabled Persons in general. This Law contains provisions which, although not specifically designed for children, are also supposed to protect them and the following should be mentioned here:

211. Article 5 provides that a disabled person has the right to live in the family in the same conditions as others. An orphan disabled person and who is unable to live on his/her own shall have a guardian or an adopter or a centre or an association that caters for him/her. An order of the Minister in charge of Social Affairs shall determine the modalities of how the State shall assist a disabled person who has no person to cater for him/her.

212. Under the terms of article 6, to be a guardian of a related or non-related disabled person; or for a centre to cater for disabled persons, shall be done in the interest of the disabled person and not on any other interests of the guardian. An order by the Minister in charge of Social Affairs shall institute modalities of regular monitoring of actions of guardians and centres catering for disabled persons.

213. As regards article 11, it provides the disabled person has the right to appropriate education in respect of the nature of his/her disability. The Government or centres which cater for disabled persons who are not able to study with others, shall provide them with modalities to study in a specialized school and shall have qualified and trained teachers and appropriate equipment. The Minister in charge of Education shall, basing on basic categories of disability determined by the Minister in charge of Health, determine modalities of facilitating the needy disabled persons in ordinary schools and in specialized schools in case of failure to study with others.

214. In its article 12, the Law provides that a student with disabilities that do not enable him/her to sit exams with fellow schoolmates or in the same manner as others is entitled to the right of sitting for exams in a special manner.

215. Article 13 stipulates that the Minister in charge of Education shall determine modalities of facilitating the needy disabled persons in pursuing their studies. 

216. Article 21 provides that the centres that cater for the disabled persons and educational institutions in general are required to have special grounds meant for culture, entertainment and sports and trained coaches for disabled persons.

217. Articles 22 and 23 respectively specify that disabled persons are entitled to the right of joining specialized associations related to sports, culture and entertainment and that a disabled person shall be facilitated in matters related to participation in sports, films, drama and other entertainment.

218. In its article 24, the Law provides that an order by the Minister in charge of Sports shall determine the modalities of facilitating the disabled persons in matters related to participation in activities of culture, entertainment and sports. 

219. To discourage any form of discrimination and violence against disabled persons, article 27 provides that; “Any person found guilty of any form of discrimination or any form of violence against a disabled person, shall be punished with the heaviest penalty among the penalties provided for by the Criminal Code and special laws relating to such a crime.”

220. The law relating to protection of disabled persons in general provides for many implementation orders including the Ministerial Order instituting instructions that govern federations, associations and centres that cater for disabled persons. This order has been issued under the number 010/07.01 of 12 October 2007 but most of the other orders have not yet been established. The establishment of these orders will be accelerated for the law to produce all the expected effects for disabled persons, including children.

221. In line with caring for disabled children, the Centre de rééducation pour les jeunes handicapés du Rwanda: Home de la Vierge des Pauvres (HVP) is open to all Rwandan children. Each year, children come to the centre for care and spend there varied time in terms of services to be received: education and training, remedial care and mental hygiene.

222. As regards education of children, out of 1078 children educated in HVP, 683 need special education, i.e. education that is “unusual” to provide them with this basic need of “education for all” as shown in the table below.

Education strategies

267. As for the implementation of education policies and programmes, the following strategies have been applied: 

(d) Special education system (catch-up programme) has been developed to meet the needs of out-of-school and non-schooled children, and children with special needs in ordinary school life (children with physical or mental disabilities);

Formal education

270. In line with formal education, the major goal of children’s education is implemented through the following programmes:

(4) The Government of Rwanda has embarked on education of disadvantaged learners, and developed a special education system (catch-up programme) to meet the needs of out-of-school and non-schooled children, and children with special needs in ordinary school life (children with physical or mental disabilities). Today, MINEDUC is in the process of finalizing its policy on disadvantaged learners in respect of education. One of the key questions for the Government is to know direct beneficiaries of its policy on special education needs. For the time being, there is no reliable data on the number of children who are disadvantaged in terms of education99.

286. We should point out a few cases among the categories of particularly vulnerable children, namely child heads of households, HIV/AIDS infected or affected children, children from poor families, disabled children and Pygmy children suffering from inequalities in the enjoyment of their rights. Indeed, access to education is not fully ensured either because of lack of funding, discrimination, ignorance or lack of awareness among some parents.

287. With a view to achieving inclusive education for all Rwandan children and achieving the goals set for education in general, including that of eliminating all causes and barriers that lead to education disparities based on disability, sex, etc. the Government of Rwanda has established a National Policy on Special Education.

288. The purpose of this National Special Needs Education is to promote quality education for all children through the eradication of barriers resulting from the lack of equity in education, provided that the barriers that prevent some children (including disabled children) from entering, staying and succeeding in school are against the rights of the child in education.

Leisure, recreation and cultural activities
296. The Right to play programmes are implemented by primary and secondary school teachers, and by community sector organizations trained on the modules for promoting the overall development of the child, and health promotion and education to health. These programmes are inclusive and allow all children (boys, girls, disabled children, street children, HIV / AIDS affected children, etc.) to enjoy and participate in innovative educational system on the overall development of the child.

Constraints in education
298. Despite significant progress made by the Government of Rwanda in education, there are still some constraints including mainly the following:

 (b) The outcomes of awareness-raising among the parents of children with special needs in ordinary school life (children with physical or mental disabilities) are still low;

(c) School facilities that do not allow easy access for children with disability;

ANNEX - References to persons with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Rwanda
CAT Committee Concluding Observations, CAT/C/RWA/CO/1, 2012
No references to persons with disabiltiies

Human Rights Committee Concluding Observations, CCPR/C/RWA/CO/3, 2000

No references to children or adults with disabilities
CEDAW Committee Concluding Observations, CEDAW/C/RWA/CO/6, 2009
Refugee women and women returnees

39. The Committee expresses concern at the situation of refugee women and women returnees, including women with disabilities, displaced by violence and conflict, in particular in view of their precarious living conditions in camps where they are at risk of sexual and other forms of violence and lack access to health care, education and economic opportunities.

40.
The Committee requests the State party to pay particular attention to the needs of refugee women and women returnees, including those with disabilities, through the adoption of a national policy in line with Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) and 1820 (2008), and the formulation and implementation of gender-sensitive plans and programmes for social reintegration, capacity-building and training of refugee women and women returnees. The Committee requests the State party to ensure the protection of refugee women and women returnees from violence and their access to immediate means of redress.

CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.234, 2004

Data collection

15.
The Committee is concerned at the lack of systematic and comprehensive collection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all group9 of children, including orphaned, abandoned and disabled children, in order to monitor and evaluate progress achieved and assess the impact of policies adopted with respect to children.

16.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a system of data collection and indicators consistent with the Convention and disaggregated by gender, age, and urban and rural area. This system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including orphaned, abandoned and disabled children. It encourages the State party to use these indicators and data to formulate policies and programmes for the effective implementation of the Convention.

The right to non-discrimination

23.
While acknowledging the prohibition of discrimination in the 2003 Constitution (art. 11) and taking note of the efforts of the State party to address discrimination, including the adoption of Law No. 22/99 of 12 November 1999 regarding inheritance rights for women and the development of a gender policy by the Ministry of Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of de facto discrimination in the State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the disparities in the enjoyment of rights experienced by girls and children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, such as abandoned and orphan children, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, children living in rural areas and Pygmy children.

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Make greater efforts to ensure that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2; and

(b)
Prioritize and target social services for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, including in the framework of international cooperation.

Children with disabilities

46.
The Committee welcomes the launching of a study to assess access to education by disabled children, but remains concerned at the lack of data on such children and at the inadequate legal and de facto protection of and the insufficient facilities and services for children with disabilities. Concern is also expressed at the limited number of trained teachers available to work with children with disabilities, as well as the insufficient efforts made to facilitate their inclusion in the educational system and generally in society. The Committee also notes with concern the inadequate resources allocated to special education programmes for children with disabilities.

47.
In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and the recommendations adopted by the Committee during its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), it is recommended that the State party:

(a)
Take effective measures to collect adequate statistical data on children with disabilities and to ensure that such data are used in the development of policies and programmes for these children;

(b)
Reinforce its efforts to develop early detection programmes to prevent disabilities;

(c)
Establish special education programmes for children with disabilities and, where feasible, integrate such children into mainstream schools and public life;
(d)
Undertake awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities, as well as children with mental health problems;

(e)
Increase the resources, both financial and human, allocated to special education and the support to children with disabilities;

(f)
Seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff, including teachers, working with and for children with disabilities from, among others, WHO and UNICEF.
SLOVENIA
Slovenia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 24 April 2008.
Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide more information on the work of the Ombudsman in relation to children with disabilities (especially complaints or initiatives, direct work with children and adolescents at with disabilities, cooperation with and providing assistance to non-governmental organizations, research studies)
· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home? 
· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· What measures are being taken to ensure the effective collection of data and statistics, which is respectful of persons’ privacy, regarding children with disabilities disaggregated by sex, age, region of residency and type of disability?

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster families? Does the Government have a general plan for deinstitutionalisation and the reintegration of children with disabilities, into community settings?

· Please provide information on the number of cases lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities in the last years and their outcomes, including sanctions which were ordered against both public and private bodies or individuals in these cases. How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities regarding bullying, violence, abuse or exploitation?
· What steps have been taken to include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers of all teachers? And to ensure the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments, and for the law to provide enforceable remedies to children with disabilities and their families who have been refused access to inclusive education, or who have been denied the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? 
· What measures have been adopted to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
State report 
Select references to children with disabilities:

23. A Deputy Ombudsman is responsible for the field of protection of the rights of the child and social security. The activities of the Ombudsman in the field of the rights of the child include: dealing with complaints or initiatives, promotion of the respect of the rights of the child, direct work with children and adolescents at schools (workshops, conversations, surveys, analyses, tenders), cooperation with and providing assistance to non-governmental organizations, cooperation with national authorities and institutions, monitoring of the enforcement of the rights of the child, monitoring of the implementation of measures at the national and local levels, drawing attention to legislation deficiencies, cooperation in preparing positive legislation, promotion of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in practice, cooperation and integration with other European Human Rights Ombudspeople (ENOC – European Network of Ombudspeople for Children) and cooperation in international projects and research studies on the violations of the rights of the child. The field of protection of the rights of the child has been systematically monitored in the framework of the Ombudsman activity since 2002. In accordance with the constitution and the law, the Ombudsman issues annual reports and a free-of-charge bulletin available on the website www.varuh-rs.si. Information on the role and the meaning of the institution is published on the website. With information through the media, the Ombudsman also contributes to the formation of public opinion and awareness of human rights. The media regularly transmits the warnings of the Human Rights Ombudsman on violations and thus exerts additional pressure on the public authorities and often enables faster elimination of violations. With the start of a six-year mandate, the Ombudsman put a central focus especially on the protection of the rights of the child and the groups of population that are incapable of taking care of themselves properly, such as people with disabilities and the elderly.

187. An important new feature in the field of child maltreatment was the adoption of the Family Violence Prevention Act.76 The Act distinguishes between physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence and negligence of necessary care for a family member. Special protection against violence is provided for children, elderly people and people with disabilities. When the victim of family violence is a person over 18, the authorities and the organization that learns about the circumstances in their work, are obliged to inform the social work centre, except when the victim explicitly opposes that and there is no suspicion of criminal offence, ex officio. In case the victim is a child, anybody with suspicion of abuse must inform the social work centre, the police or the state prosecutor‘s office. The novelty of the Act is that the victim can choose the victim‘s assistant, who will attend all procedures related to family violence with him and who will help him by looking for solutions and providing him with psychological support. The victim also has the right to a legal representative, who will protect his benefits in proceedings. In cooperation with other authorities and organizations, a multidisciplinary team from a social work centre elaborates the aid plan for the victim in cooperation with the victim.

A. Children with disabilities (art. 23)

Reply to the recommendations contained in paragraph 43 of the concluding observations

198. In Slovenia, the concept of inclusion was enforced in 2000. The adopted concept includes the preparation of educational programmes adapted to the needs of children with special needs as well as the provision of adequate assistance to such pupils. The Law on Guiding Children with Special Needs79 also anticipates that an individualised programme is elaborated for every pupil with special needs. In elaborating the programmes, professional workers, pupils and parents take part. Pupils with special needs are guided in various sorts of programmes by independent professional commissions at the National Education Institute of the Republic of Slovenia, composed of experts from various professions providing their relevant opinion on children‘s abilities. The guiding is not based on a disorder, deficit or handicap of the child, but on the estimated ability for learning according to the programme and type of assistance appertained to the child within the framework of an individual programme. According to their handicaps, disorders or deficits, children with special needs are guided in various programmes (a nine-year primary school programme, a nine-year primary school programme with additional professional assistance, a nine-year primary school programme with an equal educational standard and a nine-year primary school programme with a lower educational standard). On the basis of the decision on guiding, pupils with special learning needs are provided with additional professional assistance in overcoming deficits, handicaps or disorders and a learning aid intended for easier learning of a subject. Severely physically impaired pupils and students have the possibility to be accompanied by a caregiver during the educational process. Regarding their handicaps, disorders or deficits, secondary-school students can choose between various kinds of programme and are entitled to additional professional assistance. The issue of enrolment of female children with disabilities in schools with adapted programmes will be paid more attention in the future.

199. According to the data of the Ministry of Education and Sport, in the academic year 2007/08, the public primary schools were attended by 8,600 pupils with special needs out of a total of 163,305 pupils. The extent of children provided for by the Law on Guiding Children with Special Needs proves that the process of inclusion of children having disturbances in mental development did not stop. What is more, during recent years, the National Education Institute carried out two important projects in this area. On of them was intended for inclusion of children with disturbances in mental development and education of children guided in the programme with a lower educational standard within the mainstream primary school programme.

356. Young minors (14–16) can only be inflicted with educational measures. These are the following: reprimand; instructions and prohibitions imposed by the court; supervision of the social services authority; committal to an educational institution; committal to a juvenile correction institution; committal to an institution for physically or mentally handicapped youth.

454. In addition to disabled persons, the elderly and persons with special needs, children are protected as the most vulnerable group. Namely, ZPND determines that a child is a victim of violence even if they are simply present when violence is exerted against other family members. Anyone who suspects that a child is a victim of violence must report it to a Social Work Centre, the police or the State Prosecutor‘s Office even though they are bound to professional secrecy. The Act also implements a special ban against exposing children to mass media in cases of family violence, which is of great significance, as we are obligated to protect a child against unnecessary repeated experiencing of violence and exposing them to media pressure and stigmatization in society.

ANNEX - References to children and adults with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Slovenia
CAT Committee Concluding Observations, CAT/C/SVN/CO/3, 2011
4.
The Committee welcomes that since the consideration of the second periodic report, the State party has ratified the following international instruments:

b)
The International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, on 24 April 2008; 

Conditions of detention 

13.
While welcoming the measures taken by the State party to improve considerably the conditions of detention, including the construction of new facilities and the renovation of existing ones, the Committee remains concerned about the problems of overcrowding especially in major prisons such as Dob, Ljubljana, Maribor, Koper and Novy Mesto prison. The Committee is further concerned about insufficient mechanisms to prevent suicide in prisons. (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party should intensify its efforts to bring the conditions of detention in places of deprivation of liberty into line with the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (ECOSOC resolutions 663 C and 2076), as well as with other relevant international standards, in particular by reducing prison overcrowding, expanding non-custodial forms of detention and providing adequate accommodation and psycho-social support care for detainees who require psychiatric supervision and treatment. The Committee also recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to investigate and prevent incidence of suicide in places of detention.

Psychiatric facilities

14.
The Committee appreciates the information provided during the dialogue by the representatives of the State party, but regrets the lack of information on cases of involuntary placement in psychiatric institutions when only some and not all criteria established in the Mental Health Act are met as well as the lack of information on the number of complaints and appeals against involuntary placement in psychiatric hospitals. Despite the information provided during the dialogue, the Committee regrets the lack of information on use of measures such as electro-convulsive therapy and psychotropic drugs as well as on complaints against such special measures. (art. 16).

The Committee recommends that the State party establishes a close supervision and monitoring by the judicial organs of any placements in psychiatric institutions and ensure that all places where mental-health patients are held for involuntary treatment are regularly visited by independent monitoring bodies to guarantee the proper implementation of the existing safeguards. Furthermore, the State party should ensure the full and timely implementation of the recommendations made by the Ombudsman and other monitoring bodies in this regard.  The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake a serious 
 review of the application of electroconvulsive treatment (ECT), and any 
 other treatment which could be in violation of the Convention.

CEDAW Committee Concluding Observations, CEDAW/C/SVN/CO/4, 2008
No references to women or girls with disabilities

CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/SVN/CO/1, 2006
13.
The Committee remains concerned about the large number of unemployed young persons, members of minorities and persons with disabilities.
28.
The Committee recommends that the State party should continue to consolidate programmes to reduce unemployment among the most disadvantaged and marginalized groups, particularly young people, members of minorities and persons with disabilities.
35.
The Committee recommends that the State party extend the network of integrated health and social care services, including home help, for older persons with physical and mental disabilities. The Committee requests the State party to provide in its next periodic report, detailed information on the implementation of the overall strategy for older persons which is presently under consideration.
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.230, 2004

3.
The Committee welcomes a number of positive developments in the reporting period, including:
(d)
The adoption of the Family Earnings Act in 1999, under which the age for entitlement to a special childcare allowance was raised, so that a parent of a seriously ill child or a child with mental or physical disability who attends school will receive an allowance until the child or young person reaches the age of 26;
42.
The Committee notes with concern that implementing measures based on the Law on Guiding Children with Special Needs, adopted in 2000, have still not been adopted and that, as a consequence, children with disabilities who are not enrolled in special institutions cannot take advantage of programmes provided for in the law. It is also concerned about the low enrolment of female children with disabilities in school.
43.
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee encourages the State party to ensure the expeditious adoption of implementing measures concerning the Law on Guiding Children with Special Needs, and to address the low enrolment of female children with disabilities in scho
� Law N° 27/2001 on the rights of the child and the protection against violence Articles 13, 22 and 23 state: the child with disabilities must be protected in a special manner: medical care, his or her education and welfare; the state shall take all appropriate administrative, legal, social and educational measures, to strengthen the protection any child against any form of violence, attack or physical or mental brutality, abandonment or carelessness, stress and to be subjected to profit.


� In the Constitution Article 11 grants children with disabilities the right to appropriate education, in respect of the nature of his or her disability. Disabled children who are not able to study with others are to be provided with modalities to study in a specialised school.
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