CRC, 52th SESSION, 14 September – 2 October 2009.

From 14th September to 2nd October, it will take place, in Geneva, the 52th Session of CRC. It will review State party reports from Bolivia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Philippines and Qatar. OPSC (poland and Yemen), OPAC (Poland and Turkey). 

All Reports available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs52.htm 
	COUNTRY
	CRC

Ratified
	CRPD

Ratified
	Reference to persons with

disabilities in State Report
	Reference to persons with

disabilities in List of Issues
	Reference to persons with disabilities in

Written Replies
	References to persons with disabilities in Concluding Observations

	BOLIVIA
	1990
	Signed
	State Report
Replies to last Concluding Observations  (paragraphs 12 (18), 17, 25, 45 and 46 (68-70). Paragraphs: 174, 178, 179, 198, 275-283, 354 and 358.

	List of Issues
Paragraphs: 12.

Issues that don´t requiere written replies: 1 and 5.
	Written Replies
Paragraphs: 1(paragraph 4), 12.
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	List of Issues
Issues that don´t requiere written replies:  2, 7 and 8.
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Paragraph: 1 and Pages: 4 (par.6); 5 (par. 14, 17); 8 (par. 4); 13 (par.7); 17 (par. 9 (2,6,8)); 19 (par. f,n); 20 (q); 21 (par. II (b)); 28 (par.1).  
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Paragraphs: 21; 26 and 50-51.
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	List of Issues
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	1991
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Paragraphs: 9 (article 249), 67, 155 and 159.
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Only available in Arabic


	Concluding Observations
No references to persons with disabilities.
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	POLAND
	1991
	Signed
	State Report
No references to persons with disabilities.
	List of Issues
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	1995
	Signed
	State Report
No references to persons with disabilities.
	List of Issues
No references to persons with disabilities.
	Written Replies
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	Concluding Observations
No references to persons with disabilities.


EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

BOLIVIA 

State Report:

Niños discapacitados                                                                                                                    Párrafo 45
El Comité lamenta la falta de datos oficiales sobre el número de niños que tienen discapacidades en el Estado parte y la persistencia de diversas formas de discriminación de que son objeto esos niños.  El Comité observa asimismo con preocupación la falta de asistencia pública y educación especial para los niños con discapacidades; el gran número de niños discapacitados que no se benefician de ninguna forma de enseñanza escolar, especialmente en las zonas rurales; y la falta de una política general para la integración de esos niños.

Párrafo 46                                                                                                                                      El Comité recomienda que el Estado parte adopte todas las medidas necesarias.  [...]
68.
Actualmente hay un avance en la consideración y tratamiento de la discapacidad en Bolivia.  Por una parte hay instituciones, públicas y privadas, de atención (118) y por otra parte las personas con discapacidad están organizadas a nivel nacional y departamental para luchar por sus derechos.

69.
La superación de las diferentes manifestaciones de discriminación social de las personas con discapacidad, es progresiva y los servicios de atención se hacen extensivos, más allá de la sola satisfacción de necesidades básicas y terapéuticas.

70.
Actualmente, mediante disposiciones legales, se promueve la incorporación de las personas con discapacidad al sistema regular de enseñanza (Decreto Supremo Nº 24807, reglamento de la Ley de personas con discapacidad) y a fuentes de trabajo, "con preferencia e inamovilidad" (Decreto Supremo Nº 27477, de 6 de enero de 2005).
71.
El año 2005 se realizó un diagnóstico del estado de situación de la educación especial con miras a su reestructuración.  Estos datos fueron utilizados en el capítulo pertinente del anteproyecto de la nueva Ley de educación, que se propone como uno de sus objetivos:  "sensibilizar a la familia y a la comunidad en la formación de recursos humanos para la detección y tratamiento de personas con necesidades educativas especiales y en el conocimiento de sus derechos" (art. 14).  Así también, se incluye la educación especial inclusiva como subsistema dentro de la organización curricular del sistema educativo.

72.
Asimismo, el anteproyecto abarca la formación de profesores para que adquieren capacidades para la detección y tratamiento especializado en la atención de estudiantes con necesidades de aprendizaje y enseñanza especiales.  A este efecto propone la creación de carreras en las normales superiores orientadas a la educación especial inclusiva con sus diferentes especialidades (artículos 9 y 10 de los objetivos del subsistema).
2. Discapacidad en Bolivia                                                                                                      (paragraph 275-283).   

358.
Para mejorar las oportunidades de realización de los derechos de niños, niñas y adolescentes, el Ministerio de Justicia, a través del Viceministerio de Género y Asuntos Generacionales (VGAG), en coordinación con el UNICEF y otros organizamos de cooperación, ha establecido una agenda de trabajo con los siguientes programas:                                                        i)
Programa Nacional de atención a niños, niñas y adolescentes con discapacidad;
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    List of Issues:
12. Sírvanse indicar los resultados de los esfuerzos hechos por el Estado parte para mejorar la situación de los niños con discapacidades, incluyendo su acceso a la educación, a los servicios sociales y de salud, y a las actividades culturales y recreativas.  
Written Replies:

12.- Sírvanse indicar los resultados de los esfuerzos hechos por el Estado parte para mejorar la situación de los niños con discapacidades, incluyendo su acceso a la educación, a los servicios  sociales de salud, y a las actividades culturales y recreativas

Actualmente hay un avance en la consideración y tratamiento de la discapacidad en Bolivia. Por una parte hay instituciones, públicas y privadas, de atención y por otra parte las personas con discapacidad están organizadas a nivel nacional y departamental para luchar por sus derechos.

La superación de las diferentes manifestaciones de discriminación social de las personas con discapacidad, es progresiva y los servicios de atención se hacen extensivos, más allá de la sola satisfacción de necesidades básicas y terapéuticas.

La Constitución Política del Estado plurinacional, reconoce los Derechos de la Personas con Discapacidad en los siguientes artículos:

Recibir educación en todos los niveles de manera universal, productiva, gratuita, integral e intercultural, sin discriminación (Art. 17). 

Constituye una función suprema, primera responsabilidad financiera del Estado, Obligación indeclinable de sostenerla (Art. 77 - I)

Es unitaria, pública, universal, democrática, participativa, comunitaria, descolonizadora y de calidad  (Art. 78 – I).

Contribuirá al fortalecimiento de la unidad e identidad de todas y todos como parte del Estado Plurinacional (Art. 80 – II).

La educación es obligatoria hasta el bachillerato (Art. 81 – I)

El Estado garantizará el acceso a la educación y la permanencia de todas las ciudadanas y los ciudadanos en condiciones de plena igualdad (Art. 82 – I)

En este marco el Modelo Educativo Socio-comunitario Productivo, asume lo siguiente:

.La Inclusión de Personas con Discapacidad en todo el Sistema Educativo Plurinacional, desde el enfoque de Educación Inclusiva en la Diversidad.

.Reconoce las Necesidades Educativas Asociadas o No a Discapacidad del cual se desprende la población a atender: Personas con Necesidades Educativas Asociadas a Discapacidad y 

.Personas con Necesidades Educativas de Talento Superior y No Asociadas a Discapacidad. 

.Reconoce a la Lengua de Señas Boliviana (LSB) para la Cultura Sorda.

.Asume como Lengua Materna  a la lengua de Señas Boliviana y como Segunda Lengua, la lengua de su contexto de forma escrita y lectura para las personas de la Cultura Sorda.

.Asume los sistemas de comunicación en Braille sonora y relieve para las personas Ciegas.

.Se ha elaborado los Lineamientos de Trabajo de Planes y Programas de la Educación Regular con Personas con Necesidades Educativas Asociadas o No a Discapacidad.

.Se han elaborado las Guías para Docentes para el Trabajo de Planes y Programas de la Educación Regular con Personas con Necesidades Educativas Asociadas o no a Discapacidad.

.Se han elaborado las Guías para Padres y Madres para el Trabajo de Planes y Programas de la Educación Regular con Personas con Necesidades Educativas Asociadas o No a Discapacidad.

.En el Sistema de Formación de Maestros se Incluye el Enfoque de Inclusión Educativa.

.Se tiene en proceso el Equipamiento de Dos Centros de Formación Técnica y Productiva para dos Centros de Educación Especial.

.Se tiene en proceso de Elaboración, la Estrategia de observación y evaluación del nivel de implementación de la educación inclusiva en todos los niveles y modalidades del SEP,  para la consolidación  de la Educación Inclusiva en la Diversidad en el Sistema Educativo Plurinacional, a través de la aplicación de Indicadores validados y consensuados.

.Se ha incorporado en el Programa de Post alfabetización “Yo Sí Puedo Seguir” a las Personas con Discapacidad.

.Se tiene en proceso de elaboración el proyecto de Alfabetización de Personas con discapacidad.

.Se tiene en proceso de elaboración el Proyecto de Atención a las Personas con Autismo en el Sistema Educativo Plurinacional.

.Se ha integrado a personas Sordas y Ciegas en la Formación de Maestros en las Escuelas Superiores de Formación de Maestros.

A su vez existe una Ley específica de la Persona con Discapacidad  “LEY Nº 27050” que en su capitulo IV de la Salud y la Atención indica en su articulo 15 y 16 lo siguiente  

Artículo 15.- 

Las medidas de prevención primaria, secundaria y terciaria El Ministerio de Salud, en coordinación con el CONADIS, programa y ejecuta los planes de prevención primaria de las enfermedades y otras causas que generen discapacidad. Asimismo, ejecuta y coordina con el IPSS y con los establecimientos de salud de los Ministerios de Defensa y del Interior las acciones que permitan la atención de enfermedades establecidas para su prevención secundaria. En cuanto a la prevención terciaria, ejecuta y promueve la ampliación de la cobertura de atención de las personas con discapacidad orientándose a la rehabilitación efectiva.

Artículo 16.-

Acceso a los servicios de salud La persona con discapacidad tiene derecho al acceso a los servicios de salud del Ministerio de Salud. El personal médico, profesional, auxiliar y administrativo les brindan una atención especial en base a la capacitación y actualización en la comunicación, orientación y conducción que faciliten su asistencia y tratamiento.
Concluding Observations

28. The Committee welcomes the broad definition of discrimination in the new Constitution, the creation of the National Office for the Prevention of Any Form of Violence due to Gender or Generational Differences and the National Plan for Equal Opportunities for Women (2008). It is however concerned about the non-existence of coherent institutional and legal mechanisms to respond to the challenges of discrimination, and about reports of increase in acts of racism against indigenous peoples and afro-descendants, often leading to violence, and about how this affects children. The Committee is further concerned about the significant disparities in the State Party in the implementation of the rights enshrined in the Convention, reflected in a range of social indicators such as enrolment in and completion of education, infant mortality rates and access to health care, indicating persistent discrimination against indigenous and afro-descendant children, girls, children with disabilities, children living in rural and remote areas and children from economically disadvantaged families. 

29. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State Party intensify its efforts to implement the National Plan for Equal Opportunities for Women, strengthening the National Office for the Prevention of Any Form of Violence due to Gender or Generational Differences, and develop awareness-raising campaigns to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination against indigenous and afro-descendant children, children with disabilities, girls, children living in rural and remote areas and children from economically disadvantaged families. The Committee would also like to draw the State Party’s attention to the principles of the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference. 
Children with disabilities 
51. The Committee notes with appreciation initiatives to ensure the rights of children with disabilities, such as the new Constitution of 2009 which recognizes their right to universal education without discrimination. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that children with disabilities continue to experience discrimination, that most teachers are not properly trained to work with children with disabilities, and at the lack of collection and analysis of data concerning children with disabilities. 

52. The Committee recommends that the State Party: 
a) Conduct research on the extent and causes of disabilities; 
b) Establish systems of early identification and early intervention as part of their health services; 
c) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups to ensure that all children with disabilities receive adequate services; 
d) Proceed to ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, signed on 13 August 2007; and 
e) Take into account art. 23 of the Convention, General Comment no. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) and the UN Standard Rules for Equalizing the Possibilities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96). 
89. The Committee recommends that the State Party ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties and their Protocols to which it is not yet a party, namely the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Second Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
MOZAMBIQUE

State Report:

Disabled children (art. 23) 

226. Article 37 of the Constitution of the Republic of Mozambique referring to disability states that “disabled citizens are in full possession of the rights enshrined in the Constitution and are subject to the same duties, with the exception of the exercise or compliance with those for which they are incapable due to their disability”. Similarly, article 12, paragraph 2, states that “children, particularly orphans, disabled children and abandoned children enjoy the protection of the family, society and the state against any form of discrimination and ill-treatment, and against the abusive exercise of authority in the family and in other institutions”.
227. In 1998, the country adopted the Policy on Disabled Persons and its Implementation Strategy, which seeks to remove barriers that prevent disabled people from full enjoying their rights. There are three schools in Mozambique located in the cities of Maputo and Beira, addressing the special needs of people with mental, hearing and visual disabilities.

228. In addition, recreation centres for people who are visually impaired also exist, but they are insufficient to meet the needs of the communities.

229. With regards to mental health, the Government has also set up programmes and activities to prevent and treat mental disturbances among children. For example, there is a mental development unit within paediatric services. In addition, the school health programme advocates for early diagnosis of diseases such as epilepsy and mental retardation, with a view to increase successful treatment for them. However, these services and programmes are still geographically limited and are very far from meeting the needs of the public, whether urban or rural. There are prospects for improving and extending the school health programme, as well as extending care for children with delayed development.

230. In a joint effort with the Government, associations of disabled people in Mozambique have implemented activities such as setting up sports federations.

231. To ensure that disabled people have access to public buildings, including schools and hospitals, an effort has been made to build access ramps. As a result, new public buildings already include access ramps in their blueprints, while new ramps have been adapted for certain old buildings.

330. As mentioned earlier, article 121, paragraph 2, of the Constitution of the Republic, ensures that the protection of children, particularly orphans, disabled children and abandoned children, is the responsibility of the family, society and the state. It also states that children shall be protected against any form of discrimination and ill-treatment, as well as against any abusive authority within the family and in other institutions.

Concluding Observations

Children with disabilities 
59. While noting that some measures have been taken by the State party to prevent and treat mental disabilities among children and train teachers for specialized education, the Committee is concerned that in spite of its previous recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.172 paras. 48 and 49), insufficient measures have been adopted to ensure that children with disabilities fully enjoy their rights, in particular their right to health and education. The Committee is especially concerned at the limited number of school facilities and materials adapted to these children and at the highly inadequate number of specialized teachers resulting in a high percentage of children with disabilities deprived of education or abandoning school during the first years of primary education. 

60. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
a) Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
b) Take all necessary measures to ensure the implementation of legislation providing protection and equal access to education for children with disabilities, in a gender sensitive manner; 
c) Make every effort to provide appropriate inclusive programmes and services for all children with disabilities and ensure that such services receive adequate human and financial resources; 
d) Undertake awareness programmes to sensitize the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities and encourage their inclusion in society; 
e) Provide training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, medical, paramedical and related personnel; 
f) Ensure participation of children with disabilities and their families in policy and programme planning, monitoring and evaluation; and 
g) Take into consideration the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006). 
PAKISTAN

State Report:

(b) Children with disabilities (art. 23)

261. Vast majority of children with disabilities in Pakistan never attend school and majority of children with disabilities drops out if at all they manage to get admission due to inaccessible school infrastructure and unfriendly school environment from a disability perspective. The lack of disability friendly transport services, buildings and trained teachers in rural areas who can handle the learning needs of special children are greater problems than social prejudice and parental attitude in slum areas. There are some schools in big cities and all of them are virtually not accessible to children with disability living in far off places or in rural areas.

262. Following the ratification of the CRC, Government of Pakistan has taken various steps to protect and promote the rights of children belonging to various sections of the society including special children and is trying to provide all sorts of facilities to special children irrespective of their disabilities as a basic human right. Ministry of Social Welfare and Special Education has prepared a National Plan of Action to implement the National Policy for Persons with Disabilities. Main thrust of the NPA 2006, include early intervention, assessment and medical treatment, education and training, vocational training, employment and rehabilitation, research and development, barrier free buildings, parks and public places, strengthening of institutional mechanisms and adequate funding.

263. Directorate General of Special Education in collaboration with Ministry of Education and provincial departments of education is working on a Pilot Project for Integrated Education of Children with Disabilities. To attain the goal of mainstreaming, 14 regular schools of federal/provincial Governments have been selected for introduction of concept of inclusive education with targets of 25-50 students in each year in each school. The equipment provided to 14 selected primary schools each for boys and girls includes Braille Machines, Audiovisual, Hearing Aids, Wheel Chairs Crutches, other education equipment and furniture items. Similar programs are initiated with the technical and financial assistance of Sight Saver UK, World Bank and Braillow Norway. The main purpose of this program is to shift from a focus on disability to seeing inclusive education as fundamental right of every child and a mean of achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

Number of special children enrolled

Institutions Enrolment

Federal Government institutions 5 645

Provincial Government institutions (Punjab) 14 000

Provincial Government institutions (Sindh) 1 608

Provincial Government institutions (NWFP) 1 382

Provincial Government institutions (Balochistan) 400

Total (provinces) 17 390

Grand total 23 035

264. All Special Education Centers under the Ministry of Social Welfare and Special Education provide free recreational facilities to the special children regularly. Competitions in various programs, quiz programs, debates, sports i.e. cricket, badminton, table tennis, hockey and tug of

war etc.

265. Five major cities of Pakistan namely Islamabad, Peshawar, Karachi, Quetta and Lahore have been declared disabled friendly cities. Ministry of Social Welfare and Special Education has arranged Melody Food Market for the recreation of normal as well as special persons.

266. To provide recreational facilities a Park for Disabled has been constructed in F-9 Park, with all the facilities entertainment, games, and open air theatres. This park is unique and one-of-a-kind in South Asia in view of the facilities it offers.

267. Directorate General of Special Education has prepared Design Manual and Model Projects for the building by laws and creation of barrier free environment for special persons. Design manual has been prepared on the underlying assumptions that normal building by laws and codes, regulatory mechanisms and implementation of the framework of building and planning control and approvals already exists and are operative at local, provincial and federal government level. The accessibility codes supplement that regulatory infrastructure to meet the specific needs of people with disabilities regarding use of building, facilities and areas for their convenience and safety.

268. National Institute for Handicapped is also working to provide health care facilities for all types of disabilities. The main objective of the Institute besides routine health services for the handicapped are to introduce, test and provide innovative rehabilitative techniques, do research and act as a repository of information related to disabilities, provide technical support and guidance to policy makers and planners and the system as a whole on the care of the disabled.
515. Community services for refugee children remained a priority throughout Pakistan during the reporting period. Efforts were made to establish networks with the local and Afghan NGOs to provide valuable complementary contribution in the sectors of social services, employment placement, and specialized services such as medical treatment of refugees with disability, chronically ill, vocational/skills training. Cases of Afghan minors were referred to the Afghan NGO RAWA, as well as other organizations including Edhi homes, Friendship House, SHARP, DACAAR, and Ockenden International. Medical referrals are made to PIMS, AFIC, Al-Shifa hospitals, Poly Clinic, and others.

Concluding Observations

30. The Committee is concerned at the persistence of discriminatory societal attitudes and discrimination against children belonging to a religious or other minority group, children with disabilities, children living in poverty and children living in rural and remote areas. 

31. The Committee recommends that the State party take all appropriate measures, such as comprehensive public education programmes, to prevent and combat discrimination and negative societal attitudes and mobilize political, religious and community leaders to support efforts to eradicate traditional practices and attitudes which discriminate against children belonging to religious or other minority groups, children with disabilities, and children living in poverty, rural and remote areas. 
Children with disabilities 
58. The Committee notes that the traditional charity-based welfare approach to address the needs of children with disabilities prevails. It acknowledges that the Pakistani National Plan of Action for Children 2006 covers children with disabilities and welcomes the pilot project for integrated education of children with disabilities involving 14 schools in the country, although its scope is still limited. The Committee is concerned about the very limited basic services supporting children with disabilities and at their limited access to education, health, social services, social events and cultural activities. The Committee is further concerned at the lack of adequate infrastructure for them and at the low level of support received by these children and their families. 

59. The Committee recommends that the State party : 
(a) Ensure the full implementation of the national policy for persons with disabilities through the National Plan of Action; 
(b) Improve the physical access of children with disabilities to public service buildings, including schools and recreational infrastructures; 
(c) Strengthen efforts to ensure an inclusive education and to increase the school attendance of children with special needs and focus on day care services for these children in order to prevent their institutionalization; 
(d) Ensure that all children with disabilities receive appropriate interventions and services; 
(e) Ensure the right of children with disabilities to be heard and involve them in the preparation, implementation and evaluation of programmes concerning them; 
(f) Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; 
(g) Seek technical assistance from relevant international organizations and agencies; and 
(h) Take into account article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9), as well as the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96). 
85. The Committee recommends that the State party, with the assistance of the United Nations and non-governmental organizations: 
 (c) Ensure that displaced children are provided with shelter, nutrition, sanitation, health care, and education, as well as with physical and psychological recovery and pay special attention to particularly vulnerable groups, especially unaccompanied and separated children, children with disabilities, and children suffering from malnutrition and diseases. 
PHILIPPINES

State Report:

A. Children with disabilities (paragraphs 144-155).
144. The National Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons (NCWDP) has estimated about eight (8) million Filipinos with disabilities based on the WHO assumption that 10 percent of every country’s given population has some form of disability. But the 2000 census of population and housing estimated that there were 948,098 persons with disabilities or a mere 1.23 percent of the population (75.3 million) that same year. Seventy (70) percent of persons with disabilities were found in rural and remote areas of the country. Out of the 948,098 persons with disabilities as per 2000 census, 191,680 were children 18 years old and below with 103,435 males and 88,245 females. Table 12 shows the distribution of children with disabilities by age group and type of disability.

145. The existing database and monitoring system on children with disabilities need further improvement. Currently available data are not disaggregated enough (i.e., by gender, rural or urban, ethnic group, etc.) and therefore do not lend themselves to more focused advocacy and programming. The National Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons (NCWDP), which gathers and consolidates data on persons with disabilities nationwide, needs to strengthen its focus on children with disabilities and improve its data collection system in partnership with relevant government agencies such as the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), the Department of Education (DepEd), the Department of Health (DOH), the National Statistics Office (NSO), as well as the local government units (LGUs).

(...)

148. The NCWDP, in response to Presidential Proclamation 240 issued on 21 August 2002, had taken the initiative to rationalize all disability-related efforts by formulating a Comprehensive National Plan of Action which translates into action the: (a) objectives of RA 7277 otherwise known as the “Magna Carta for Disabled Persons”; (b) provisions of RA 9442, an Act Amending RA 7277; (c) provisions of Batas Pambansa Bilang 344 also known as the “Accessibility Law”; and (d) the commitments of the Philippine Government under the Biwako Millennium Framework for Action Towards an Inclusive, Barrier-Free and Rights-Based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific (1993-2002) which has been extended for another decade covering the period 2003-2012. The Comprehensive National Plan of Action for Disabled Persons for the period 2003-2012 was formulated in a consultative and participatory manner involving both national and local government agencies as well as NGOs and grassroots organizations of disabled persons.
(...)

155. To ensure sustainability, programmes and projects on prevention and rehabilitation of children with disabilities must be linked with broader development initiatives such as poverty reduction and social equity promotion. In mainstreaming disability issues and concerns in the total development process, four major aspects must be emphasized: inclusion, participation, access, and quality. By inclusion, children and persons with disabilities become visible in policy and decision-making, strategy formulation and programme development. Through effective and meaningful participation, children and persons with disabilities will have their voices and opinions heard. By access, barriers are removed and opportunities are created so that children and persons with abilities will enjoy their right to basic social services. Lastly, children and persons with disabilities deserve a quality of life through knowledge and capacity building.

328. Considered by the children as most denied and violated and therefore most challenging are the special protection rights. They were aware of increasing numbers of children becoming victims of physical abuse, sexual abuse, trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation, drugs and substance abuse, armed conflict, children living on the streets, working children and the worst forms of child labour. Child participants from an NGO involved with persons with disabilities added that among the most deprived, marginalized and discriminated against are children with disabilities. They said that these children are further disadvantaged, marginalized and discriminated against if they come from IP and Muslim communities.

Written Replies:

RA 9442 - An Act Amending RA 7277 Otherwise known as the “Magna Carta for Persons with Disability as amended and for Other Purposes” Granting Additional Privileges and Incentives and Prohibitions on Verbal, Non- Verbal Ridicule and Vilification Against Persons with Disability. It was enacted on April 30, 2007. (page 38).

Moreover, Section19 of the Magna Carta of Women under Equal Rights in All Matters Relating to Marriage and Family Relations item B states that, “the same rights to choose freely a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free and full consent. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect.” In the Magna Carta of Women, “children” is defined as those who are below eighteen (18) years of age or over 18 but are unable to fully take care of themselves or protect themselves from abuse, neglect, cruelty, exploitation or discrimination because of a physical or mental disability or condition. (page 34).

Concluding Observations

30. The Committee urges the State party to increase its efforts to eliminate discrimination against children and in particular to: 
(a) Adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, including multiple forms of discrimination against all vulnerable groups of children and aimed at combating discriminatory social attitudes towards girls, children living in poverty, children with disabilities, indigenous and minority children, including Muslim children living in Mindanao, migrant children, street children and children living in rural areas as well as children living in conflict areas; 
Children with disabilities 
53. While welcoming the State party’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008, the Committee expresses its concern at the lack of a comprehensive policy to ensure that children with disabilities have equal access to social, educational, health and other services. The Committee also remains concerned at the high prevalence of disability among Philippine children, due to a number of causes, including malnutrition and unsanitary living conditions as a result of extreme poverty. The Committee is further concerned that those children continue to face de facto discrimination and that they have an invisible role in society. 

54. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, inter alia, by: 
(a) Developing and implementing a comprehensive policy for the protection and promotion of the rights of children with disabilities and enforcing existing legislation to ensure that children with disabilities have equal access to social, educational, health and other services; 
(b) Strengthening the existing data base and monitoring system on children with disabilities; 
(c) Ensuring participation of children with disabilities and members of their families in the planning, implementation and evaluation of programmes; 
(d) Making every effort to provide programmes and services for all children with disabilities, including mental disabilities, and ensure that such services receive adequate human and financial resources; 
(e) Carrying out awareness campaigns to sensitise the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities and encourage their inclusion in society; 
(f) Providing training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, medical, paramedical and related personnel; and 
(g) Taking into account article 23 of the Convention, the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 (CRC/C/GC/9) as well as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
QATAR

State Report:
95. The Qatari legislature safeguards the welfare of children, both Qataris and foreigners, by according them a number of special rights under the Persons with Special Needs Act No. 2 of 2004, in addition to the other statutory rights which children with disabilities enjoy.

B. Children with disabilities (art. 23) (paragraphs 168-196).
168. In its concluding observations, the Committee on the Rights of the Child notes the establishment of the National Committee for Persons with Special Needs and the drafting of the Persons with Special Needs Bill. It further notes the State party’s efforts at awareness-raising and inclusion. The Committee recommends that the State party: review existing policies and practice in relation to children with disabilities, including draft legislation, taking due regard of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “Children with Disabilities” (see CRC/C/69); continue to involve children with disabilities and their families in the development of surveys and policy review; undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional and financial resources; and undertake greater efforts to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups, and inclusive education of children with all forms of disability (CRC/C/15/Add.163, paras. 49 and 50).

(…)

178. A study was conducted of the institutions which provide services to persons with special needs. What follows is a description of the services offered by each institution based on the types of disability that they treat.
(…)

197. The Qatar Sports Federation for Persons with Special Needs offers specialized sports and physical education services for persons with mental, motor, physical, visual hearing and multiple disabilities. The Federation was established to help persons with special needs to make good use of their free time, to develop their potential and skills and promote a spirit of cooperation among all. The Federation represents the State of Qatar at Arab and international meetings and encourages the practice of sport among persons with special needs.

207. It oversaw the finalization of a national strategy for the family, which includes a strategy for persons with special needs consisting of several themes, in line with the Arab Decade of Disabled Persons, the principles underlying a comprehensive and integral international convention to promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities and the Qatari Persons with Special Needs Act No. 2 of 2004.
Written Replies:
6.Pursuant to Decree No. 28 of 2008 (26 May 2008), Qatar also ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which has the force of law in accordance with the provisions of the Qatari Constitution and which establishes the rights of persons with disabilities in general, including the rights of and the special protection for children with disabilities provided for under article 7 of the Convention. (page 4).

4.Under the Persons with Special Needs Act No. 2 of 2004, all persons with special needs, including disabled children, are guaranteed, in addition to the other statutory rights which they enjoy, the right to be involved in decisions relating to them (art. 9/2). (page 8).

9.
Please indicate the issues affecting children that the State Party considers to be priorities requiring the most urgent attention with regard to the implementation of the Convention.


2.
Ensuring access to education for disabled children on an equal footing with their able peers by providing the necessary facilities for their enrolment in special education and in government, non-governmental and inclusive schools.


6.
Developing measures for the early detection of children with disabilities or at risk of disability, such as testing, measuring and other tools and methods of assessment.


8.
Empowering disabled children to use information and communication technology on an individual basis and also in schools and in centres and institutions for persons with special needs. (page 17).
(f)
Pursuant to Decree No. 28 of 2008 (26 May 2008), Qatar also ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which has the force of law in accordance with the provisions of the Qatari Constitution and which establishes the rights of persons with disabilities in general, including the rights of and the special protection for children with disabilities provided for under article 7 of the Convention; (page 19).

(q)
Amiri Decree No. 15 of 2009 (5 April 2009) regulating the Supreme Council for Family Affairs, which, pursuant to article 4 of the Decree, is the supreme body competent to deal with all family-related matters, aiming to establish the status and role of the family in society, to advance the family and its members and to maintain the family as a strong and cohesive entity that cares for its children and is committed to moral and religious values and to the highest ideal. To that end, the Council may pursue all efforts for the implementation of international conventions relating to family affairs and the rights of children, women and persons with disabilities to which the State has acceded and may represent the State at regional and international conferences and committees on family affairs, children, women and persons with disabilities; (page 20).

Concluding Observations

Children with disabilities 
1. The Committee commends the State party for the efforts made to ensure that the rights of children with disabilities are observed, particularly in the area of health and education including through the establishment of various institutions offering treatment, training, social and advisory services. The Committee also appreciates the study conducted by the Supreme Council for Family Affairs in order to assess the quality of services offered to children with disabilities. However, the Committee is of the view that access to quality education, health and leisure for children with disabilities needs further strengthening.

2. In light of the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee recommends that the State party: 

a) Continue to collect adequate statistical data on children with disabilities and use disaggregated data and results of studies  to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society, paying particular attention to girls with disabilities and children with disabilities living outside the city; 

b) Continue to develop measures for early detection of children with disabilities or at risk of disability, such as testing, and other tools and methods of assessment; and

c) Provide all children with disabilities with access to adequate social and health services, quality education, the physical environment, information and communication, and strengthen its efforts to standardize the service provision.

