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I. SUMMARY
DENMARK

CRC ratification: 1991

Has ratified the CRPD.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
AFGHANISTAN

CRC ratification: 1994

Has not signed the CRPD.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
BELARUS

CRC ratification: 1990

Has not signed the CRPD.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
LAO PDR

CRC ratification: 1991                                                                                                   Laos ratified the CRPD. 

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
NEW ZEALAND

CRC ratification: 1993

New Zealand ratified the CRPD.  

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SINGAPORE

CRC ratification: 1995

Singapore has not signed nor ratified the CRPD.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
UKRANIE

CRC ratification: 1991

Has ratified the CRPD.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
DENMARK

Concluding Observations
21.
The Committee is concerned that making municipalities entirely responsible – by virtue of the Municipal Reform of 2007 – for the financing, supply and allocation of social services with only partial State reimbursement for high-cost cases may lead to situations where children in some municipalities, particularly the most disadvantaged, do not enjoy the full range of necessary social services. Furthermore, while noting that the National Appeals Board can address situations in which such discrepancies arise, the Committee is concerned that this could in practice make the right to equality of resource allocation subject to the delays and uncertainties of an appeal process. The Committee is also concerned that insufficient resources have been allocated for the realization of the right to education for children in Greenland and the Faroe Islands, and for mental health services throughout the State party’s territory.

22.
The Committee urges the State party to ensure that its allocation of resources to all sectors covering child rights remains high and is equitable, bearing in mind the need for financial support to those municipalities which require it in order to ensure fully the realization of all rights of all children, and that the budget requirements, particularly in education and mental health services, are fully met.

33. The Committee calls upon the State party to ensure the effective enforcement of protective laws, to undertake studies and launch comprehensive public information campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination, and to sensitize society to the situation and needs of children within the society and particularly within the family. In this regard, the Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes undertaken to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account the Committee's general comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education), and in doing so strengthen its efforts to promote values and behaviour free of discrimination on any ground, including gender, ethnic origin, immigration status, disabilities, sexual orientation and any other. 

37. The Committee recommends that the State party take measures to ensure that the views of children are taken into account:
(a) when drafting the municipal child policy, including on matters regarding placement;

(b) on all issues relating to the education, health and welfare of children with disabilities; and that,
Children with disabilities 

45. While noting the efforts undertaken by the State party to improve the fulfilment of the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee is concerned at the envisaged reduction of allowances to parents of children with disabilities who need to withdraw from the labour market to care for their children. With respect to education, the Committee appreciates the analysis undertaken by the State party and shares its concern as to the high number of children with disabilities receiving education in segregated contexts. It also notes with appreciation the recent changes to teacher training syllabus to include a mandatory module on special needs education, while it remains concerned that the educational achievements of children with disabilities are markedly low in comparison to other children. The Committee is concerned that in general, in schools as well as in care institutions and foster families settings, the views of the child with disabilities are not often heard, including during supervisory visits.
46.The Committee strongly recommends that the State party:
(a) reconsider its planned reductions to allowances for parents of children with disabilities who need to withdraw from the labour market to care for their children with disabilities;
(b) takes steps, in accordance with Article 12 of the Convention and Article 7.3 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to amend legislation to ensure that children and young people in all settings, including mental health settings, are guaranteed the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights;
(c) provide, where necessary, alternative communications facilities for children with disabilities;
(d) further strengthen its measures to provide adequate training to all teachers on the needs of children with disabilities with a view to ensuring that the quality of education received by such children is of an equal level to that of all children;
(e) expeditiously implement its planned transition of children with disabilities into elementary schools, and in doing so take into account the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 adopted in 2006 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9).

Mental health
51. The Committee notes with concern that despite the establishment of a treatment guarantee for children in need of psychiatric evaluation and treatment, regional capacity for providing treatment remains inadequate and lengthy waiting periods for children requiring evaluation and treatment for mental health problems persist.  In addition, while noting that, inter alia, the National Board of Health, has the mandate to check and, where necessary, intervene in the diagnosis and prescription for children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and attention deficit disorder (ADD), the Committee remains concerned at the increase in the prescription of psycho-stimulants to children diagnosed with ADHD and ADD.
52. The Committee recommends that the State party continue to develop a comprehensive mental health care system for children and young people, including prevention, treatment of common mental health problems in primary health care and specialised care for serious disorders, and that it reduces the waiting period in mental health services. The Committee also recommends that the State party carefully monitor the prescription of psycho-stimulants to children and take initiatives to provide children diagnosed with ADHD and ADD, as well as their parents and teachers, with access to a wider range of psychological, educational and social measures and treatments. The Committee also recommends that the State party consider undertaking the collection and analysis of data disaggregated according to substance-type and age through its national substance abuse hotline (Giftlinjen) with a view to monitoring the potential abuse of psycho-stimulant drugs by children.
8. Ratification of international human rights instruments

69. The Committee urges the State party to extend the applicability of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children to Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The Committee also recommends that the State party consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (1990) and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006). 
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AFGHANISTAN

Concluding Observations
3.
The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of:

a) Law on the Rights and Privileges of People with Disability and Martyrs’ Family in 2010;

5.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:

-
The establishment of the Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee on Children and Armed Conflict in 2010;

-
The Afghan National Development Strategy of 2008 and in particular its sub-strategies on education, children at risk and children with disabilities;

9.
While welcoming the recent establishment of a Children’s Secretariat to coordinate the implementation of the Convention, the Committee is however concerned that this Secretariat has been placed within the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, Martyrs and the Disabled (MoLSAMD) which may limit its cross-sectoral impact. The Committee is also concerned about the proliferation of ad hoc commissions and overlapping of such commissions and Government departments on issues affecting children.

19.
The Committee expresses concern about the absence of a comprehensive data collection system, which allows disaggregation and further analysis of data on the living conditions of children, particularly girls, children in poverty, or children with disabilities.

Children with disabilities

49.
The Committee welcomes the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities (2008) and the Law on the Rights and Privileges of People with Disabilities and Martyrs' Families (2010), which shall provide access to education and health services and promote participation of children with disabilities. The Committee is however concerned about the limited measures taken so far to implement the law and the strategy and in particular to collect reliable data on children and their disabilities and support families raising children with disabilities. The Committee also expresses serious concern at the extent of maltreatment of children with disabilities in families and institutions, including their psychiatric medication, and the deprivation of education of the majority of children with disabilities in spite of the goals set in the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities of 2008.  

50.
The Committee recommends that the State Party strengthen its efforts to implement the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities (2008) and the Law on the Rights and Privileges of People with Disabilities and Martyrs' Families (2010) and in particular:

a)
Collect data which allow to analyze the extent of disabilities of diverse nature and the conditions under which these children grow up;

b)
Provide adequate financial, technical and educational support to families which care for children with disabilities in order to prevent their institutionalization;

c)
Make sure that children with disabilities are not exposed to violence or neglect and carefully monitor all facilities which work with children with disabilities;

d)
Ensure access to education for all children with disabilities and implement inclusive education by a realistic time-bound strategy which is effectively monitored;

e)
Ensure that the right of children with disabilities to participate in all measures of concern to them is respected; 
f)
Take guidance from the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006); and
g)
Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

61.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Allocate increased resources to the education sector in order to expand, build and reconstruct adequate school facilities throughout the State party and create a truly inclusive educational system welcoming children with disabilities and children from all minorities;

77.
The Committee recommends the State party to promptly submit its initial reports under the Optional Protocol the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children and armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. It also encourages the State party to accede to all core human rights instruments, including the  International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrants workers and the Members of their families, the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities and its optional protocol and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and to consider acceding to the 1996 Hague Convention No. 34 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect to Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children.
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BELARUS

Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee welcomes as positive the following legislative measures: 

…
(e)
Act No. 285-Z of 18 May 2004 on the education of persons with special developmental needs (special education); and

Children with disabilities
51. The Committee notes as positive the implementation of rehabilitation and vocational training programmes to promote the integration into society of children with disabilities. It is however concerned that:

a) There is no comprehensive national policy on children with disabilities in the State party; 

b) A modern data collection system on children with disabilities is lacking;

c) Many children with intellectual disabilities are still living in residential institutions and do not receive access to education and other community based services;

d) There is an insufficient number of child care specialists, and access to quality services is difficult, especially in rural areas; and 

e) Nearly half of all children with disabilities remain outside the regular education system.

52. The Committee recommends that the State party
a) Develop a national policy on children with disabilities, with clear goals;

b) Develop a modern data collection system in the field of children with disabilities;

c) Develop a policy for children with intellectual disabilities in line with the WHO European Declaration on the health of children and young people with intellectual disabilities (endorsed by all Ministers of Health of WHO European region, including Belarus, November 2010, in Bucharest, Romania); 

d) Provide adequate support to parents of children with severe disabilities, to enable them to live with their families;

e) Systematically train professionals and ensure access to quality services for children with disabilities; and

f) Ensure access to education for all children with disabilities, and as far as possible, integrate them in mainstream education.

74. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties and their Protocols to which it is not yet a party, namely the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, as well as the International Convention for the Protection of All persons from Enforced Disappearances.
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LAO PDR

Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee welcomes the ratification by the State party of:

 (c)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (September 2009)

7.
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the initial report that have not yet been implemented or sufficiently implemented, including on such issues as independent monitoring, allocation of resources, data collection, dissemination of the Convention, cooperation with civil society, non-discrimination, birth registration, family environment, children with disabilities, health and health care (including breastfeeding), adolescent health, education and juvenile justice, and to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations on the second periodic report.  In this context, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to its general comment No. 5 (2004) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

27.
The Committee urges the State party to include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference, taking into account general comment No.1 (CRC/GC/2001/1) on the aims of education.  The Committee also recommends that the State party collect data disaggregated by sex, ethnic origin, social background and disability in order to enable effective monitoring of de facto discrimination.

Children with disabilities

49.
The Committee welcomes the ratification by the State party in September 2009 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the inclusive education policy that exists in the State party.  The Committee notes that the  National Commission for the Disabled, established in 1995, has the role of, inter alia, managing, monitoring and coordinating policies and efforts aimed at promoting activities in which persons with disabilities can participate fully and that a number of activities related to persons with disabilities have been carried out over the past years.  However, the Committee notes that the State party has taken no action on the Optional Protocol to the Convention.  It is also concerned at the lack of quantitative and qualitative data on children with disabilities and their needs.

50.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Continue, develop and strengthen programmes and services, including those providing support to families with children with disabilities, aimed at encouraging the inclusion of children with disabilities in society;

(b)
 Ensure the collection of qualitative and quantitative data on children with disabilities and their needs;

(c)
Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and 

(d)
Take into account the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006).
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NEW ZEALAND

Concluding Observations
5.
The Committee notes with appreciation that since consideration of its second periodic report in 2003, the State party has ratified or acceded to, inter alia:

(a)
The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in March 2007; 

(b)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in September 2008;

(c)
The 1961 Convention

25.
The Committee recommends that the State party ensure full protection against discrimination on any grounds, including by:

…

(b)
Strengthening its awareness-raising and other preventive activities against discrimination and, if necessary, taking affirmative action for the benefit of children in vulnerable situations, such as Maori and Pacific children, refugee children, migrant children, children with disabilities and lesbian, bisexual, gay and transgender children and children living with persons from these groups; and

44.
The Committee notes with appreciation the numerous efforts of the State party in the sphere of education, including the new Education Amendment Act and Maori Education strategy (2008-2012).  The Committee also welcomes the legal guarantee of access to free education accorded to undocumented children. However, the Committee is concerned that several groups of children have problems being enrolled in school or continuing or re-entering education, either in regular schools or alternative educational facilities, and cannot fully enjoy their right to education, notably children with disabilities (children with special educational needs), children living in rural areas, Maori, Pacific and minority children, asylum-seeking children, teenage mothers, dropouts and non-attendees for different reasons. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned:

(a)
That only 20 hours of free early childhood education and care are available and that there is limited access for many children, especially those in need;

(b)
That many public schools are pressuring parents to make “donations”;

(c)
That bullying is a serious and widespread problem, which may hinder children’s attendance at school and successful learning; and

(d)
At the number of school suspensions and exclusions and that it affects in particular children from groups which in general are low on school achievement.

59.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider ratifying the international human rights instruments to which it is not yet party, namely, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
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SINGAPORE

Concluding Observations

5.
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the State party’s initial report that have not yet been, or not sufficiently, implemented, including on such issues as independent monitoring, definition of the child, non-discrimination, respect for the views of child, parental responsibilities, children with disabilities and juvenile justice. In this context the Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No. 5 (2004) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

29.
The Committee reiterates its concern, noted in its previous concluding observations (para.24), that the principle of non-discrimination is restricted to citizens and does not apply to all children within the State party’s jurisdiction and irrespective of the status of their parents in line with article 2 of the Convention. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about reports that discrimination against girls, children with disabilities and non-residents still persists. 

30.
The Committee urges the State party to:

(a)
Revise its legislation to respect and ensure the rights set forth in the Convention to all children within the State party’s jurisdiction, in particular girls, children with disabilities and children of foreign origin, without discrimination of any kind;

(b)
Adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, including multiple forms of discrimination against all groups of children in vulnerable situations and combating discriminatory societal attitudes; 

(c)
Undertake such efforts in coordination with a wide range of stakeholders, and involving all sectors of society, so as to facilitate social and cultural change and the creation of an enabling environment that is supportive of equality among children; 

(d)
Collect data disaggregated by gender, race, ethnic origin or social background, and disability to enable effective monitoring of de facto discrimination; and

Children with disabilities   

52.
While noting that the authorities provide funding and training to the Special Education Schools for children with disabilities, the Committee is concerned that the Special Education Schools are run by voluntary welfare organisations and do not come under the purview of the authorities. The Committee remains deeply concerned that children with disabilities are still not fully integrated into the education system and that there is still a lack of quantitative and qualitative data on children with disabilities and their needs.  

53.
The Committee recommends that, in accordance with article 23 of the Convention, the State party:
(a)
Extend the Compulsory Education Act (2003) to include all children with disabilities;

(b)
Provide inclusive education to children with special needs;

(c)
Collect and analyze qualitative and quantitative data on children with disabilities and their specific needs and use these data to develop appropriate programmes and policies for them; 

(d)
Provide training from a child rights perspective for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers and medical, paramedical and related personnel; 

(e)
Allocate more resources to ensure that children with disabilities have timely access to early intervention services and integration within mainstream schools; 

(f)
Strengthen support to families with children with disabilities; 

(g)
Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; and

(h)
Take into account the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities.

68.
While noting with appreciation the existence of a separate juvenile justice system in the State party, the Committee is deeply concerned that despite its previous concluding observations (para.45):

(e)
Children between 16 and 18 years of age, being excluded from the protection of the Children and Young Person’s Act (CYPA), may not be charged at the Juvenile Court and their names are entered into the register of adult criminals and children between 16 and 18 years of age with intellectual disabilities continue to be tried in the adult courts.

69.
The Committee recommends that the State party continue to strengthen its efforts to ensure the full implementation of juvenile justice standards, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention and other relevant international standards, such as the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Their Liberty (the Havana Rules), taking into account the Committee’s General Comment No. 10 on children’s rights in juvenile justice (CRC/C/GC/10). It recommends that the State party:

(e)
Extend the special protection provided for under the Children and Young Persons Act to children between 16 and 18 years of age and ensure that the criminal justice system  gives appropriate consideration to young offenders with intellectual disabilities; and ..
74.
The Committee recommends that the State party take urgent measures to ratify the core United Nations human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party, as these instruments are pertinent to and, inter alia, enhance the fulfilment of children’s rights. These instruments are:  the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography,   International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols,  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol,  Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol,  International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol,  International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance and  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
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UKRAINE
Concluding Observations

5.
The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to:

(a)
The International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in February 2010;
8.
While welcoming that the Convention and other international treaties take precedence over domestic law in case of conflict between them, and while noting the Child Protection Act (2001) and amendments (2007) to the Law on Child Care Institutions, Services and Specialized Institutions, the Committee is concerned that domestic legislation on the rights of the child remains inadequate, with significant scope for further legislative implementation of the Convention and its Optional Protocols.

27. 
The Committee is concerned at the reported increase in the number of racially motivated offences in the State party, in particular information on xenophobic and racists activities carried out by radical youth groups and skinheads. In this context, the Committee is concerned that “patriotic education” is commonly identified as a priority issue in the allocation of State funds in support of children’s and youth organizations. The Committee is furthermore concerned that the principle of non-discrimination with respect to children with disabilities, children of minority groups (especially Roma children), children in street situations, children living with HIV/AIDS and asylum-seeking and refugee children, is not fully implemented in practice. In this respect, the Committee is concerned at the lack of an express reference to the principle of non-discrimination with respect to the protection of children’s rights in domestic legislation.  

43. 
The Committee is concerned at the high rates of children deprived of their family environment at birth and in later stages of childhood. In this regard, the Committee notes with concern that the Family Code (article 143, paragraph 3) condones the abandonment of children born with serious physical or mental disabilities and under other “circumstances of importance”. The Committee is further deeply concerned at the insufficient number and poor quality of State services aimed at protecting and assisting families with children, and at the absence of a monitoring and evaluation system of such services. While noting a decline in court rulings terminating parental rights during the past three years, the Committee is alarmed at the persistently high number of removal of parental rights, leaving the number of children deprived of their family environment unacceptably high. 

44. 
The Committee urges the State party to amend article 143, paragraph 3, of the Family Code in order to bring it in line with article 9 of the Convention. It urges the State party to intensify its efforts to provide the necessary support and resources to strengthen the family, in particular by moving from punitive measures with respect to neglect of parental duties to strengthening support systems and social benefits for families with children in order to enhance their capacity for the performance of their child-rearing responsibilities. In this regard, the Committee reiterates its previous recommendation to place children in alternative care or institutions only as a measure of last resort and if in the best interests of the child. The State party is recommended to put in place a system to effectively monitor and evaluate State services and support to families, including single parents, in need. 

Children deprived of a family environment
45. 
The Committee is deeply concerned at the drastic increase in the number of children deprived of their family environment due to poverty, unemployment, breakdown of families, labour migration. While noting the approval of the State Programme for reforming the child protection system (Res No 1242, Cabinet of Ministers) and increased efforts to develop further a system of alternative care such as foster families and family-type children’s home, the Committee is concerned that, in the absence of a clear reform strategy, focus has not yet shifted towards deinstitutionalisation. In this respect, the Committee is concerned at the large number of children who remain in residential care and at the absence of services for family reintegration.  The Committee is further concerned at the insufficient staffing levels of the Children’s Affairs Offices which, inter alia, monitor placement of children in institutional care.

46. 
The Committee urges the State party to strengthen its deinstitutionalization policy in accordance with the State Programme for reforming the child protection system (Res no 1242 Cabinet of Ministers) and to:
(a) Expand the placement of children in extended and foster families and other types of family-type placements;

(b) Strengthen the legislative and regulatory framework in order to facilitate family reintegration;
(c) Effectively monitor all care arrangements for children, particularly the placement of children with disabilities or special needs in institutions, including by strengthening the technical, human and financial resources of the Children’s Affairs Offices; 
(d) Take into account the United Nations Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (General Assembly resolution 64/142) and the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 1762 (2010) on Children without parental care: urgent need for action in the implementation of the above recommendations.
Children with disabilities
51. 
The Committee is concerned at the persisting inadequacy of educational, social and health services for children with disabilities and their families. In particular, the Committee regrets that many obstacles remain in ensuring equal access to education for children with intellectual disabilities and that, due to the lack of early intervention and special education, many children with disabilities are placed in institutions. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that placement of children with or without disabilities during their first three years of age in infant homes, qualifying them as having medical conditions which negatively affect their development and quality of life and further reinforces institutionalisation.  
52. The Committee recommends that the State Party, in accordance with article 23 of the Convention and in cooperation with non-governmental organizations, to:
(a) Develop a comprehensive policy for the protection of the rights of children with disabilities and their equal access to educational, social and other services in their own family and community environment. In this endeavour, the State party is recommended to address all priorities highlighted in the WHO European Declaration on the Health of Children and Young People with Intellectual  Disabilities and their Families (endorsed by Member States of WHO European Region in 2010);
(b) Develop and strengthen early intervention services for children with disabilities and support to their families to prevent institutionalisation of children, in cooperation with parents’ organizations;
(c) Establishing a monitoring system for residential institutions for children with disabilities which closely examines the situation of their rights in these facilities, as well as ensuring that monitoring favours participation of civil society organizations and incorporates concrete steps to follow up recommended actions.

65. 
The Committee is concerned that the decreasing population of school-age children leads to a reduction of educational facilities, in particular in the countryside, and limits access to education for children living in rural areas, Roma children and children with disabilities.  The Committee further notes with particular concern the decrease in the number of pre-schools, leaving only 61 per cent of children enrolled in pre-schools. While recognizing that the State party retained a relatively high level of public spending on education (6,2% of GDP), the Committee reiterates the concern of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights about the inadequate funding of the public education system and the low salaries of teachers in the State party (E/C.12/UKR/CO/5, para. 30) as well as at the poor quality of educational infrastructure. 
66. 
The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a) Ensure adequate funding for the public education system by increasing the percentage of GDP allocated to the education sector;

(b) Undertake an analysis on causes and possible solutions to the general decrease in the number of educational establishments and the number of children attending school and other educational institutions;

(c) Introduce inclusive education and promote social integration of children with special needs and ensure that vulnerable groups of children, including the abovementioned groups, are not discriminated against in the education system;

(d) Improve availability, accessibility and the quality of pre-school and general education in rural areas; 

(e) The Committee encourage the State party to seek assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF and UNESCO. 
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