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I. SUMMARY
BAHRAIN

CRC ratification: 1992. 

Bahrain signed the CRPD on 25 June 2007. Bahrain has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
CAMBODIA

CRC ratification: 1992.

Cambodia signed the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 1 October 2007. 

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
COSTA RICA
CRC ratification: 1990.

Costa Rica ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 1 October 2008. 

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
CUBA
CRC ratification: 1991.

Cuba ratified the CRPD on 6 September 2007. Cuba has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
CZECH REPUBLIC
CRC ratification: 1993.

Czech Republic ratified the CRPD on 28 September 2009. Czech Republic signed the Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
EGYPT

CRC ratification: 1990.

Egypt ratified the CRPD on 14 April 2008. Egypt has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
FINLAND

CRC ratification: 1991.

Finland signed the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007. 

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
BAHRAIN

Non-discrimination

30.
Despite the adoption of a National Strategy for the Advancement of Bahraini Women to promote and protect their rights, the Committee is seriously concerned that de facto discrimination against the girl child, children with disabilities and children living in different areas of the country, is widespread in the State party. 

31.
The Committee recommends that the State party review national law and carry out awareness raising and training programmes with a view to eliminating de jure and de facto discrimination against the girl child, children with disabilities and children living in different areas of the country, especially those living in the poorest areas.

Children with disabilities 

53.
The Committee notes the interest of the State party to provide special assistance to children with disabilities, expressed in the State report and during the dialogue, in particular with regard to their integration in normal schools of compulsory education. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet adopted a national policy for children with disabilities and has not established a coordinating body at the national level. The Committee is further concerned at the absence in the State Party of specifically oriented schools and inter alia, the inclusive education system for children with disabilities, adequately equipped buildings, adapted school curricula, teaching materials, as well as trained teachers. Furthermore, children with disabilities do not have access to early childhood educational services, which may reduce possibilities of development for them because of the lack of early intervention. The Committee regrets that the State Party has not progressed towards the ratification of the Convention on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities (signed in 2007) and has not signed the Optional Protocol to this Convention.

54.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Adopt a national policy on children with disabilities that includes, inter alia, the establishment of a special coordinating body that places the needs of children with disabilities and their contribution to society in focus;

(b)
Establish centers for early detection of childhood disability and rapid intervention by trained officials and to conduct studies and research in this field; 

(c)
Strengthen its efforts to ensure that  adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated to achieve the fullest possible inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream education facilities, including by revising the school curricula;

(d)
Ensure that professionals working with children with disabilities, especially teachers, receive adequate training, in line with the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9);

(e)
 Ensure the rights of all children with disabilities in order to prevent them from becoming victims of abuse, exclusion and discrimination and give them the necessary support so as to enable them to become full and active members of society, and

(f)
Ratify the Convention on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto and to proceed with their implementation.

72.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfillment of children's rights, ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers, the two Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and any other conventions.
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3.
The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of:...

-
The Law on Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in July 2009;
5.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:...
-
The 2008 Policy on Education for Children with Disabilities; and

7.
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations on its initial report that have not yet been implemented or sufficiently implemented, particularly those related to non discrimination, children with disabilities, adolescent health, and juvenile justice.

18.
The Committee commends the State party for the significant efforts made to develop databases, notably on child victims of trafficking and children in alternative care settings. The Committee is however concerned that insufficient data have been collected in some areas covered by the Convention, particularly on children with disabilities and that data collection mechanisms remain fragmented. The Committee is further concerned that there is insufficient coordination among the relevant ministries to ensure the setting up of a systematic and comprehensive disaggregated database covering all areas of the Convention.
32.
The Committee expresses deep concern that drowning is the leading cause of death among children followed by road traffic accidents which also represent the leading cause of permanent disability of children. The Committee is also deeply concerned that although children continue to be killed and injured as a result of landmines and unexploded ordinance, funding for mine-awareness education has been significantly reduced.
33.
The Committee urges the State party to take the necessary measures to prevent drowning and road traffic accidents by organizing public campaigns to increase safety awareness among children, parents, teachers and the public in general. The Committee also urges the State party to take all the necessary measures to protect children against landmines, including by continuing and strengthening mine-clearance programmes and programmes for mine awareness.
38.
The Committee expresses deep concern about allegations that children and adolescent addicted to drugs, children with mental disabilities and children in street situations have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment, including widespread beatings, whippings and administration of electric shock in drug rehabilitation and youth centres where some of them had been forcibly placed.
39.
The Committee urges the State party to:

a)
Ensure that children in any form of arbitrary detention, whether in drug treatment and rehabilitation, social rehabilitation or any other type of Government-run centre are released without delay;

b)
Ensure prompt investigation into allegations of ill treatment and torture of children in those centers and that perpetrators are brought to justice; and

c)
Set up an independent child-sensitive mechanism to receive complaints against law enforcement officers and to provide victims with redress as already recommended by the Committee against Torture (CAT/C/KHM/CO/2 para. 20).
Children with disabilities

51.
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Law on Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in July 2009 and the 2008 Policy on Education for Children with Disabilities. The Committee is however concerned that:

a) Accurate disaggregated statistical data on children with disabilities and the types of disabilities is lacking;

b)The State party does not have a system for early screening, identification, early intervention and prevention of disabilities ; 

c) Children with disabilities, especially those living in remote areas (e.g. the north-eastern provinces) and children with mental disabilities remain extremely marginalized in the society, rejected by their own families and highly discriminated, in particular in their access to health and education services; and

d) Most services for children with disabilities are provided by NGOs.

52.
The Committee urges the State party to ensure effective implementation of the Law on Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 2008 Policy on Education for Children with Disabilities notably by allocating the necessary human, technical and financial resources. The Committee also recommends that the State party: 

a)
Collect comprehensive data on children with disabilities disaggregated by age, sex, type of disabilities, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background and use such data in analyzing the causes of disabilities and in developing policies and programmes to prevent disabilities and to assist children with disabilities; 

b)
Adopt a policy for early screening, identification, early intervention and prevention of disabilities;

c)
Ensure that basic services for children with disabilities are provided as a State responsibility; 

d)
Train more health specialists and conduct mobile clinics offering health services to children with disabilities, especially in rural areas;

e)
Conduct programmes with the assistance of the media, civil society organizations and community leaders, to raise awareness of the rights of children with disabilities and to combat discrimination against them;

f)
Improve the quality of mainstream and special education, and further develop non formal education programmes as well as comprehensive and regular teacher trainings adapted to the different types of disabilities;

g)
Ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
h)
Take into consideration the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 of 2006 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9).
53.
While noting the efforts made by the State party to develop its health system, the Committee is concerned at the limited availability, accessibility, quality and utilization of health services especially in remote areas, the widespread shortage of skilled health personnel and the persistent inequalities in health care access and use between rural and urban areas. The Committee also expresses particularly concern that:

a)
Infant and under-five mortality rates and maternal mortality rate remain high;

b)
Half of the State party’s under-five children are underweight;

c)
An estimated 100 children die every day in the State party as a result of preventable and treatable diseases such as diarrhoea and pneumonia; 

d)
There are no free medical services for poor children including children in street situations; and 

e)
There is a dearth of mental health services for children in the State party.

54.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Expand access to free primary health-care services across all provinces and allocate sufficient human, technical and financial resources for the delivery of these services in such a manner as to benefit people in both urban and rural areas;

b)
Strengthen its efforts to reduce the death rates of newborn and young children and pregnant mothers, including better pre-natal and delivery care, 

c)
Take urgent measures to address comprehensively the problem of malnutrition in children under the age of five;

d)
Take urgent action to address preventable health problems among children, including iodine deficiency, malaria, diarrhea, acute respiratory diseases, measles and meningitis; 

e)
Develop a comprehensive national child mental health policy, together with all obligatory components of core recommendations by WHO, including mental health promotion, counseling, prevention of mental health disorders in primary health care, schools and communities, as well as out-patient and in-patient mental health services for children and adolescents with severe mental health problems; and

f)
Seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO in this regard.

65.
The Committee notes with satisfaction the remarkable progress made by the State party to increase primary and secondary school enrolment, to ensure equitable access to education throughout the country and to reduce the gender gap. The Committee also welcomes the State party’s commitment to implement the Education for All Initiative. However, the Committee expresses concern that education is still not compulsory in the State party, that only 1,9% of the GDP is spent on education and that education expenditure has dropped since 2007. The Committee also expresses concern that:

a)
Children with disabilities, children from ethnic minorities and indigenous children remain highly discriminated in their access to education;

66.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Make basic education compulsory ; 

b)
Allocate increased resources to the education sector in order to expand, build and reconstruct adequate school facilities throughout the State party, and create a truly inclusive educational system welcoming children with disabilities as well as children from all minorities;
81.
The Committee calls upon the State party to promptly submit its initial reports on the optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It also encourages the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfillment of children's rights, to accede to all core human rights instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances.
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6.
The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification of or accession to:

a)
The International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, in October 2008; and

b)
The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, in December 2005.

Data collection

18.
The Committee takes note of the current efforts by the State party to strengthen its Statistical Information System on the Rights of Children and Adolescents (SIEDNA), with a view to obtaining disaggregated statistical data on all areas covered by the Convention, and the establishment of an Observatory for analysis, in cooperation with civil society. However, it regrets the lack in the State party’s report of disaggregated data on the implementation of children’s rights with particular attention to children at risk, such as children with disabilities, indigenous children and children affected by migration.

21.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in close cooperation with civil society and public and private media, design and implement programmes specifically targeting children and adolescents, including children with disabilities, Afro-descendant children, and indigenous and migrant children, to disseminate knowledge about their rights under the Convention and relevant national legislation. It also recommends that the State party increase its efforts to raise awareness among the general public about the rights provided for in the Convention.

30.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Strengthen its efforts to eliminate societal discrimination and prejudice against indigenous, Afro-descendant, migrant children and children with disabilities through legislative measures, awareness raising programmes, the media and the educational system, as well as in-service training for public officials;

b)
Adopt a comprehensive action plan for indigenous children, including targeted programmes and investment in services and infrastructure in indigenous territories and rural and deprived urban areas in order to improve the socio-economic situation of indigenous and other minority children, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 11 (2009) on indigenous children and their rights under the Convention; and

c)
Inform children who are affected by societal discrimination and prejudice about their rights under the Convention.

34.
In light of its general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party:

a)
Strengthen the opportunities for children and adolescents, including girls, to freely express their views in all matters affecting them, especially at the local government level;

b)
Ensure that their views are taken into account in any judicial and administrative decisions affecting them; and

c)
Take into consideration the special requirements and linguistic needs of children with disabilities, indigenous and migrant children, and other children in situations of vulnerability.

Children with disabilities

55.
While welcoming the State party’s ratification of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee notes with concern that it has not adopted any implementing legislation or an integrated policy to protect the rights of children with disabilities. It is also concerned that due to excessive centralization of health services in urban areas, the coverage and quality of health care services for children and adolescents with disabilities is inadequate in rural areas, and that there is a lack of specialized rehabilitation services in the State party. The Committee is concerned about the lack of screening programmes for early detection of disabilities. The Committee is seriously concerned that there is still no inclusive education programme for children with disabilities in the State party. 

56.
In light of art. 23 of the Convention and the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9), the Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Adopt a comprehensive policy for the integration and participation of children with disabilities in public, social and community life, including the provision of inclusive education;
b)
Improve the coverage and response of the public support network aimed at children and adolescents with disabilities to ensure that they have adequate access, including in rural areas, to specialized equipment, financial subsidies, medical care, transportation, social services, and spaces for rehabilitation as part of the National Health System;

c)
Progressively develop screening services for prevention and early detection of disabilities; and 

d)
Ensure that all health services provided to children and adolescents with disabilities, including mental health services and, in particular, the administration of psychotropic substances, are based on the free and informed consent of the children concerned, according to their evolving capacities.

Mental health

61.
The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not provided any information and data on mental health issues related to children, adolescents and their parents, the extent of the problem, studies, research, if any, preventive measures taken, or the accessibility of relevant services.

62.
The Committee urges the State party to undertake a comprehensive study on mental health of children, adolescents and their families, and to use the findings of the study as a basis for developing a national child and adolescent mental health policy and programme.  

71.
While taking note of the measures taken by the State party to train special education teachers, adjust curricula in the regular school system and improve the school infrastructure for children with disabilities, the Committee is nevertheless concerned about the limited accessibility of both public and private educational institutions for children and adolescents with disabilities.

72.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Ensure that schools and classrooms are physically and architecturally accessible for children with disabilities;

b)
Give priority to the progressive implementation of inclusive education for children with disabilities rather than education in specialized institutions, including through teacher training and special classroom support for teachers;

c)
Develop individual education plans for all students with disabilities and ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms;
d)
Ensure that education on sexual and reproductive health and rights is provided in age-appropriate and accessible formats and respectful of the dignity of students with disabilities.
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3.
 The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the following legislative measures notably:

a) The adoption of Instruction 187/07 (2008), which provides that the views of children over 7 years old will be heard in court proceedings on parental authority involving them; 

b) The adoption of Decree-Act No. 234 (Working Women’s Maternity Act) in 2003, which contains provisions to guarantee and facilitate medical care during pregnancy, pre-natal and post-natal rest, breastfeeding, care for children and specialized treatment of children with disabilities.

4.
The Committee welcomes the ratification or accession of:

c) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2007;

10.
While noting the existence of a national plan of action for children (2004 – 2010), which was mentioned by the delegation during the dialogue, the Committee is concerned at the lack of concrete information on the steps taken by the State party to either extend this plan of action beyond 2010, or to elaborate a new comprehensive national plan of action for childhood and adolescence. Furthermore, the Committee takes note of the various sectoral plans and programmes in place in the State party, in particular on health care, disabilities and education. However, it is concerned at the lack of information on the interconnectedness between these plans of action and programmes and their relationship to the national plan of action, if any.

29.
The Committee requests the State party to provide information in its next periodic report on the measures taken to ensure the full respect for the views of the child and to consider ways of ensuring that children’s views are given due consideration in judicial and administrative proceedings as well as within families, schools, social institutions and in child care facilities, in accordance with the provisions of article 12 of the Convention. In this regard, the Committee would like to draw the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard.

Family environment

39.
The Committee takes note of the data provided by the State party with respect to children living in different types of alternative care. However, the Committee is concerned about the lack of detailed information on issues such as numbers of children living in institutions, coordination within the care system, whether the periodic review of the alternative care placement is a regular practice, and whether foster care opportunities, as an alternative type of placement of children without parental care, are provided and preferred over institutional care.

40.
The Committee encourages the State party to adopt a well defined national policy on the alternative care system, including on the allocation of appropriate human, technical and financial resources to ensure the provision of adequate care and protection of children deprived of their family environment, as well as measures to prevent separation of children from their families and to develop foster care opportunities as opposed to institutional care.

Children with disabilities

43.
The Committee acknowledges the efforts undertaken by the State party to guarantee the rights of children with disabilities, in particular with regard to their access to education. Nonetheless, the Committee is concerned at the lack of information explaining the reasons for the disproportionate number of children under the special education regime (40,176) vis-à-vis the number of children under the inclusive education regime (23,161) in the State party. The Committee regrets the lack of specific information on other measures seeking to guarantee the rights of children with disabilities in other spheres, such as the adoption of specific legislation prohibiting discrimination against people with disabilities.  

44.
The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to promote inclusive education of children with all forms of disabilities and invites the State party to adopt a law which prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities, in particular children, taking into consideration the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee further recommends the review of existing policies and practices in relation to children with disabilities, taking due regard of the Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on children with disabilities and to provide detailed information on the measures taken in its next periodic report.

57.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, ratify the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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5.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or signature of:

(a)
The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, in January 2005.

(b)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in September 2009;  

Data collection

20.
The Committee reiterates its concerns (CRC/C/15/Add.201 para 21) on the need for the State party to further strengthen its data collection system with regards to: 

(a)
data compiled by the various ministries not being sufficiently disaggregated for all areas covered by the Convention, particularly for children with disabilities, children of ethnic minorities, and children in vulnerable and disadvantaged situations; 

21.
The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.201 para 21) and urges the State party to:

(a)
strengthen and centralize its mechanism for integrating and analyzing systematically disaggregated data on all children under 18 years of age for all areas covered by the Convention, with special emphasis on persons in situations of vulnerability, including children belonging to ethnic minorities; children of economically disadvantaged households; children living in rural areas; children in alternative care; children with disabilities and children in need of special protection, e.g. working children; children who have been sexually exploited and trafficked children; and

(b)
use these indicators and data effectively in formulating and evaluating legislation, policies and programmes for the implementation, resource allocation and monitoring of the Convention.

Furthermore, the Committee  urges the State party to establish a clear method for identifying the Roma minority in its data collection to facilitate the clarity and effectiveness of policy-making; and in doing so, ensure that such a definition is complemented by adequate support and protection mechanisms to prevent the discriminatory abuse of such data.

44.
The Committee recommends that the State party undertake measures to ensure that families in vulnerable socio-economic situations are provided with the financial resources and social support necessary so that all parents may realise their primary responsibility for their children in order for all children to enjoy the fulfilment of their rights to the greatest extent possible. The Committee further recommends that the State party provides the necessary services for parents and young children, especially those in deprived circumstances, to avoid developmental delays in children in situations of vulnerability. 

In doing so, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to the Communication from the European Commission on Early Childhood Education and Care: Providing all our children with the best start for the world of tomorrow (COM (2011) 66).

Children deprived of a family environment 

45.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s amendment of its Social Legal Protection Act, which will come into effect in 2012 and prioritise the use of European funding for the deinstitutionalisation of children and increase the rates of foster care being provided in lieu of institutionalisation. The Committee also notes as positive other intended measures such as improved training of case managers and the mandatory drafting of case assessments and individual strategies for each family. However, the Committee is concerned at the widespread attitude of accepting institutionalised care as a primary alternative to the family environment. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that:

(a)
There is a lack of preventive services and admission criteria for placement into institutional care which results in large numbers of children, especially children with disabilities and/or Roma origin, being placed in care outside their home, particularly in institutional care, and that in the majority of such cases, the material and financial situation of the family has been the main basis for such removal; 

(b)
There are inadequate community-based family type services and foster care to avoid institutionalisation of children;

(c)
There is no central mechanism for: (i) regulating institutional care providers, or (ii) coordinating the programming and provision of institutional care, resulting in inconsistent standards of care being provided;

(d)
The standard of facilities as well as the numbers and level of training of personnel at many institutional care providers is low;

(e)
The long duration for which children remain in institutional care, and that the majority of these children only leave institutional care after attaining the age of majority; 

(f)
Inadequate efforts have been made for children to maintain contact with their parents and to be reintegrated with their families;

(g)
The envisaged plans for improving the system of Alternative Care have implementation time frames that will result in many of the changes coming into effect in late 2012 or 2013 at the earliest.

46.
Drawing attention to the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children contained in General Assembly resolution 64/142 adopted on 20 November 2009, the Committee calls upon the State party to urgently formulate a coherent national policy on de-institutionalisation, and in particular :

(a) Develop comprehensive assessments of the family situation, preventive services, admission criteria and strategies to reduce the number of children living in care institutions and ensure that placement of children in institutions is only used as a  last resort and regularly monitored and reviewed in instances of it being applied;

(b)
Develop community based family type services and foster care to avoid institutionalisation of children.

 (c)
Make the necessary amendments to the Orphanage Ordinance expeditiously so as to enforce a mandatory registration requirement for childcare institutions and criminalize running an institution without a license, and establish a uniform set of standards for public and private institutions and voluntary homes and a system to monitor them regularly;

(d) Urgently improve the facilities within institutions for children and allocate the necessary resources for the effective functioning and monitoring of child care institutions; and, take measures to increase the number of social workers available while establishing criteria for the selection of child-care workers and also ensure that they are adequately trained; and

(e)
Ensure the timely development of individual child care plans from the time the child enters the institution and strengthen inclusive education policies and practices, and in doing so facilitate the child’s return to a family-type environment expeditiously;

(f) Promote and facilitate contact between the child in institutional care and his/her family, as well as implement mechanisms to expand and stimulate the reintegration of children with their families, and;

(g) Ensure that the proposed improvements to the system of institutional care are guided by a clear timeline with concrete benchmarks for implementation that are effectively monitored at regular intervals.

Children with disabilities 

51.
While welcoming the State party’s Education Act (Act No 73/2005) which provides for the integration of children with disabilities into mainstream schools, the Committee is seriously concerned that:

(a)
The Executive Ordinance of the Education Act (2004) allows schools to refuse providing integrated education on the basis of insufficient material resources which results in de facto exclusion of children with disabilities from mainstream schools remaining the norm;  furthermore, parents of children with special educational needs are required to contribute to the extra cost of providing their child with education in a mainstream environment, inappropriately transferring the onus from the State to parents to fund their children's education in a free public school; 

(b)
Current legislation precludes children with disabilities who are less than one year old from receiving care allowances;  

(c)
The majority of children with disabilities are placed in institutions because parents are unable to or do not want to care for these children; 

(d)
A medical model approach is applied in addressing the needs of children with disabilities;

(e)
The availability of data concerning children with disabilities is quantitatively as well as qualitatively limited.

52.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure the provision of adequate financial, technical and human resources for schools to effectively provide mainstream education for children with disabilities; and amend its legislation to prohibit schools from refusing children on the basis of insufficient material resources; 

(b)
Provide socio-economic support to children with disabilities regardless of their age; 

(c)
Promote and facilitate care for children with disabilities in a family environment by providing adequate support to their parents or guardians;

(d)
Adopt a social model approach which is in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, addressing attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder the full and effective participation of children with disabilities in society on an equal basis, and train all professionals working with or for children with disabilities accordingly;

(e)
Establish mechanisms for the collection of comprehensive and disaggregated data on children with disabilities and provide the human, technical and financial resources necessary for using such data to guide State party policy and programming for inclusive education.

In the implementation of the above recommendations, the Committee highlights to the State party articles 23 and 29 of the Convention, its General Comment No. 9 (CRC/C/GC/9) on the rights of children with disabilities, as well as article 24 of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Education, including vocational training and guidance

61.
The Committee notes as positive the Education Act (2004) which formally abolished the State party’s so-called special schools and the ongoing implementation of the National Action Plan for Inclusive Education (2010) which aims at establishing clear and objective criteria for placement in special education as well as improving the sensitivity of the educational professionals and fostering a system based on cultural diversity. However, the Committee remains deeply concerned that in practice the segregation of children of Roma origin continues to take place, through, inter alia:

(a)  the slow operationalisation of effective reform measures to facilitate inclusion and integration, which has led to schools formerly designated as ‘special’ and those in socially excluded areas continuing to be attended by a majority of children of Roma origin;

(b)  the low rates of actual implementation of culturally sensitive or adapted tests at pedagogical-psychological clinics for determining the academic/intellectual abilities of children from ethnic minorities;

(c) the continued placement of children of Roma origin in separate classes as well as the teaching of such children with reduced syllabus formerly used for special schools; 

(d) the absence of financial support for children from socially or financially disadvantaged situations resulting in the tendency for such children to be categorised  as having ‘disabilities’ in order to receive additional financial resources designated for children with disabilities;

(e) the lack of early childhood development and care programmes for all children, especially those in need of preparation for school and additional support during the first 6 years of life;

(f) the lack of  genuine informed consent in the process leading to a child’s placement in Framework Education Programme for Children with Light Mental Disabilities, due to the fact that the informed consent materials have, up to now, been written in technical language that is not readily comprehensible.  Furthermore, the documentation does not provide for any clear means for contesting a decision on placing the child into “special education” or reviewing it on a regular basis.

62.
The Committee recommends that the State party ensure:

(a) The full and effective integration of children of Roma origin in the school system, and in doing so apply practical measures that facilitate diversity and inclusion in all schools for all children, regardless of their ethnic or socio-cultural background;

(b) That the content and conduct of tests for determining a child’s academic/intellectual abilities are culturally sensitive and applied consistently and universally;

(c)  That all mainstream schools use an educational syllabus that is standardised, consistent and applied throughout the State party’s territory;

(d) The provision of adequate financial support for children from socially or financially disadvantaged situations, so as to rectify systemic tendencies for schools to intentionally place children without disabilities in special education in order to obtain additional financial resources;

(e) That a comprehensive policy of childhood care is developed, taking into consideration (i) the Communication from the European Commission on Early Childhood Education and Care: Providing all our children with the best start for the world of tomorrow (COM(2011) 66 ), (ii) the Decision of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers (CM/Del/Dec(2011)1115), and (iii) the Committee’s General Comment No. 7 (CRC/C/GC/7/Rev.1) on implementing children’s rights in early childhood.

(f) that the Ministry of Education and other relevant authorities, including school authorities interacting directly with parents, take all measures to ensure that (i)  the information, materials and process relating to the placement of a child in special education is written in language that is comprehensible and fully explains the implications of such placement, (ii) the  decision for such placement  be properly documented in written form, (iii) channels for contesting such placement decisions be made readily and practicably accessible to parents, and (iv) regular review by an independent body be undertaken to ensure that continued placement in special education is in the best interests of the child.

In doing so, the Committee urges the State party to establish a detailed timeline with defined benchmarks in order to expeditiously implement the above recommendations and regularly monitor the State party’s progress in doing so.

71.
The Committee urges the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. The Committee also recommends that, in order to further strengthen the fulfillment of children's rights, the State party consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (1990) and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006).
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5.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to:

 (c)  The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2008;

10. 
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the second periodic report under the Convention that have not been implemented or sufficiently implemented, including those related to coordination, data collection, allocation of resources, independent monitoring as well as those concerning adolescent health, the best interest of the child in all matters affecting children, children with disabilities, economic exploitation, sexual exploitation and abuse of children. The Committee further urges the State party to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations.

23.
The Committee welcomes efforts of the State party to strengthen its data collection system on child rights, notably the creation of a central database at the National Child Rights Observatory of the National Council of Childhood and Motherhood (NCCM). It further notes as positive that the collection of data from all line ministries through the coordination committee for data collection has started and the ongoing efforts of the NCCM to develop child rights indicators as well as a child rights index intended to monitor the situation of children in the State party. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that its previous recommendation for systematic data collection on children (CRC/C/15/Add.145, para. 16) is yet to be implemented. The Committee is deeply concerned that the absence of a comprehensive data collection system contributes to the State party’s lack of data on children deprived of their liberty, children subjected to torture and ill-treatment, children with disabilities, and children in street situations.

Cooperation with civil society

29.
The Committee notes the high number of civil society organizations involved in promoting understanding of the Convention and the Child Law (2008) and the active cooperation by the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood with such organizations, notably in the areas of education and health. It also welcomes the provision in the Child Law (2008) calling for the inclusion of representatives from non-governmental organizations in all Child Protection Committees at governorate and district levels. The Committee is nevertheless concerned at the State party’s reliance on civil society organizations in the provision of social services for children, notably in the fields of family support, care of children deprived of their family environment, children with disabilities, and children who are victims of violence and abuse, which may reduce the responsibility of the State party as the primary duty-bearer for the realization of the rights guaranteed under the Convention. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the absence of a monitoring and evaluation system of social services provided by private entities.

Respect for the views of the child 

42. 
The Committee welcomes that the Child Law (2008) protects, inter alia, the right of the child to form and express his/her views and to be heard in all matters affecting him or her and that the Family Courts Act provides for the right of the child to be heard in legal and administrative proceedings. While further noting initiatives aimed at strengthening children’s participation and adolescents’ decision-making skills, such as the Youth Network and child/youth advisory boards, the Committee remains seriously concerned at the limited practical application of children’s right to be heard and that it is not systematically integrated in the development of public policies and programmes or in judicial and administrative proceedings. It is particularly concerned at reports that educational institutions and youth centres remain weak in terms of encouraging child participation and at a perception in society of children as recipients of benefits rather than as rights-holders, including the right to freely express themselves.

43. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures of ensuring effective implementation of article 3 of the Child Law (2008) and in particular:

(a) To develop a systematic approach to ensure that the views of children are heard and taken into account in the development and implementation of public policies and programmes affecting them;

(b) To put in place specific guidelines which explain in a child-friendly manner the right of the child to be heard in administrative and judicial proceedings, in particular regarding custody and children without a family environment;

(c) To ensure that schools and other educational institutions are sufficiently resourced to equip children with the skills and opportunities to express themselves freely, including by encouraging and ensuring the right of pupils to form student unions and pupils’ councils, and to participate in school decision-making processes.    

Children deprived of a family environment  

55.
The Committee notes as positive the development of minimum standards of alternative care and the availability, albeit weak, of the kafalah system as an alternative system to institutional care. However, the Committee is deeply concerned at the high number of children, including “abandoned children”, living in institutions, in particular children (45,845) staying in social surveillance offices (256) throughout the State party due to dire economic situation of mothers, neglect and domestic violence and separation of parents. In this regard, the Committee, noting that the majority of alternative care institutions available in the State party are operated by non-governmental organizations under the supervision of the Ministry of Solidarity and Equity, is concerned that the alternative child care system remains weak and geared towards institutionalization rather than being family-oriented, and that it lacks a proper inspection and monitoring system. 

56.
 In the light of article 20 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its system of alternative child care and in particular:

 (a) Promote the placement of children in extended and foster families and other types of family-type placements, including by strengthening the kafalah system; 

(b) Establish a system of regular inspection and effective monitoring of all alternative child care placements, including the kafalah system, and the availability of a complaints mechanism for children in institutional or alternative care;

(c) Adopt national minimum standards for child care institutions, taking into account the United Nations Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (General Assembly resolution 64/142).

Children with disabilities 

62.
The Committee welcomes the strengthening of legal protection for children with disabilities pursuant to the Child Law (2008). Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that definitions with respect to disability are not yet in conformity with international standards, resulting in persistent discrepancies in and very limited available data on children with disabilities. The Committee is concerned at the extremely low number of children with disabilities (4%) who access services provided by the state. It finds particularly worrisome that rehabilitation services and the general health insurance do not cover children with disabilities who are outside the education system, affecting especially children with mental, severe and multiple disabilities. Despite efforts of the State party to establish community-based services, the number of villages providing such services through health centres remains very low.  While noting the integration of inclusive education as a key component of the national plan for educational reform, the Committee is concerned at the limited number of schools in this regard and the extremely low number of children with disabilities (1,1%) enjoying their rights to education compared to other children. 

63. 
The Committee urges the State party:

(a) To ensure that the draft law on the rights of persons with disabilities fully conforms with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention, and recommends that it adopt the law, as per the State party’s voluntary pledge during its consideration under the Universal Periodic Review (A/HRC/WG.6/EGY/1, p. 24); 

(b) To adopt a national strategy on the rights of persons with disabilities with special attention to children, so as to ensure respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities;

(c)  To strengthen the availability and accessibility of community-based educational and health services for children with disabilities, in particular by strengthening inclusive education which promotes the child’s self-reliance and active participation in the community in line with article 23 (1) of the Convention; 

(d)  To ensure that all children with disabilities regardless of their status, in light of the State party’s obligation under article 23 (3) of the Convention, enjoy access to rehabilitation services and increase the coverage of community-based rehabilitation facilities across its territory;

(e) To review the current health insurance system in order to cover all children and to lower the cost of health services for the most disadvantaged families;

(f) To ensure that data and statistics on the situation of and enjoyment of rights by children with disabilities is collected, stored and analysed, including through the database of the Child Rights Observatory.

67.
The Committee, recalling its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.145, para. 44), urges the State party to undertake a comprehensive study on adolescent health, including adolescent mental health and reproductive health, and to use the findings of the study as the basis for formulating a nation-wide adolescent health policy and programme. The Committee further recommends that reproductive health be included in the school curricula and that the State party take urgent measures to increase reproductive health services, counselling, and rehabilitation for adolescents. In considering the above recommendations, the Committee recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from UNICEF and UNFPA.

Mental health

68. 
While noting the opening of the first clinic providing adolescent mental health services (in Cairo), the Committee is seriously concerned that mental health counselling remains close to non-existent in the State party.

69. 
The Committee recommends that the State party improve mental health services and increase the number of well-trained and qualified mental health personnel specialized in children.

91. The Committee welcomes the State party’s announced plans to accede to all United Nations human rights treaties. It recommends that the State party, in order to strengthen the fulfillment of children’s rights, ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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Data collection 

18.
The Committee is concerned at the insufficient data available concerning the living conditions of children in vulnerable situations, including children affected by poverty, children with disabilities, minority/immigrant children and children in alternative care. It is also concerned at the limited statistics on abuse, neglect and violence against children and on services provided to them. 

19.
The Committee urges the State party to strengthen the statistical system and analysis on the implementation of the Convention, and to ensure that data is collected and used to inform policies and programmes in relation to poverty, violence, children with disabilities, minority/immigrant children and children deprived of a family. It recommends that the State party continue to strengthen its capacity for the systematic collection and analysis of data disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex and ethnic background on all persons under the age of 18 for all areas covered by the Convention throughout its territory.

Non-discrimination 

25.
The Committee notes the State party’s efforts to reform the Non-discrimination Act, namely to expand the scope of its application, and its plans to establish the Office of the Ombudsman on equal treatment. However, the Committee remains concerned at the prevalence of discrimination against children with disabilities, immigrant and refugee children and children from ethnic minorities such as Roma children.  It is also concerned at the social exclusion and structural discrimination of the Roma population, which leads to increase in substance abuse, mental health problems and a poor standard of living for Roma children. 

26.
The Committee urges the State party to strengthen efforts to combat all forms of discrimination, including discrimination against children with disabilities, immigrant and refugee children as well as children from ethnic minorities. It further recommends that the State party place high priority in the public agenda on preventing and eradicating discrimination, inter alia, through the media and education system. In particular, the State party should, in line with the National Policy on Roma, enhance the measures undertaken to combat ethnic discrimination and social exclusion of the Roma, and ensure an adequate standard of living for all Roma children. It recommends that the State party include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party in follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.

Respect for the views of the child 

29.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s participation as a pilot country in the Council of Europe policy review on the participation of children and adolescents. It also welcomes the right of the child to be heard irrespective of his/her age under the Child Welfare Act. However, the Committee is concerned that, according to the Administrative Procedure Act, only children above 15 years have the right to be heard individually  in matters concerning them, that  under the Aliens Act a child younger than 12 seems not to be heard as a  general rule, and that children are insufficiently heard in custody cases. The Committee is also concerned  that the right of children with disabilities to be heard is not properly  realised.  The Committee is further concerned at the insufficient use of alternative ways to hear children who have reached the age of 12 outside of the courtroom, and that they may be compelled to attend oral hearings.

30.
The Committee recommends that the State party abolish the age limitations established under the domestic laws and ensure that all children under the age of 18 are duly heard in judicial and administrative proceedings affecting them including in cases of custody in accordance with the maturity of the child. Children should be heard in a child-friendly manner, taking into account the principle of the best interests of the child. The views of the children, including children with disabilities, should be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. This may include, inter alia, hearing a child under conditions of confidentiality and not in an open court room, and using video/audio devices. In this regard, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 12 (CRC/C/GC/12) on the right of the child to be heard.

Children deprived of family environment

33.
While welcoming that the Child Welfare Act provides more precise provisions, inter alia, for taking a child into care and urgent placement of children, and requires that alternative care is provided primarily in small and family-like units, the Committee is concerned that, in practice, the number of children placed in institutions, including successive placements,  is increasing, that number of foster family care placements is insufficient and that there is no unified nationwide standards  establishing criteria for placements in alternative care, care planning and regular review of placement decisions, and that there is insufficient supervision and monitoring of alternative care facilities. It is also concerned at the lack of effective complaints mechanisms for children without parental care, including children in institutions. The Committee is further concerned that children in institutions are not always integrated into mainstream education, and do not always receive the necessary mental health services. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the lack of support to biological families, while their children are in alternative care, with the purpose of reunification of these children with their biological families.

34.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Increase its efforts to ensure that children in need of alternative care are placed in family-type and foster family care and not in institutions, and take measures to avoid successive placement of children in public care, inter alia, by increasing the resources for foster care and support of foster parents; 

(b)
Provide training to all professionals working with children in alternative care settings, including foster parents and supervisors;

(c)
Establish unified national standards for assessment and placement of children in alternative care,  care planning and regular review of placements decisions and ensure adequate supervision and monitoring of the situation of children placed in foster homes or institutions;

(d)
Take necessary measures to ensure the provision of effective, well-known, independent and impartial complaints mechanisms for children without parental care;

(e)
Ensure that children in institutions are integrated into mainstream education, and that they have access to mental health services when required; and

(f)
Provide support to biological families with the purpose of subsequent reunification of children in alternative care with their biological families, when possible.

Children with disabilities 

40.
While welcoming the amendments to the Act on Services and Assistance for the Disabled in 2009, emphasizing assistance based on the individual needs of persons with disabilities and the Disability Policy Programme for 2010-2015, the Committee remains concerned about the insufficient supply of health care services for children with disabilities in some municipalities as well as the lack of financial commitment by the State party in this respect. The Committee is also concerned that children with disabilities face limited mobility due to obstacles in the physical environment and public transportation, and thus the level of segregation of students with disabilities is high. Furthermore, it is concerned that teachers are not sufficiently trained to work with children with disabilities and families with children with disabilities do not receive either sufficient, high quality and up to date support or educational guidance to support their children’s rehabilitation. 

41.
In light of art. 23 of the Convention, the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
 Establish a holistic legal and policy framework to guarantee the equal right of children with disabilities to access quality health care services, public buildings and transportation and to obtain education in mainstream schools; 

(b)
 Ensure a sufficient number of personal assistants, interpretation and transportation services for children with disabilities;

(c)
Improve the capacity of teachers to teach children with disabilities and special needs; 

(d)
Support families with children with disabilities by providing them with educational guidance; and 

(e)
Accelerate the process of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.


Mental health

44.
The Committee is concerned at the high rate of depression and the number of suicides, including two school shootings in recent years, and at the insufficient mental health services for children. The Committee is also concerned that the prescription of psycho-stimulants to children diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Attention Deficit Disorder has not decreased.

45.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
 Strengthen mental health services for children and guarantee access to examinations and treatment needed, as well as intensify suicide prevention measures; 

(b)
Monitor the prescription of psycho-stimulants to children and take initiatives to provide children diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Attention Deficit Disorder, as well as their parents and teachers, with access to a wider range of psychological, educational and social measures and treatments; and

(c)
 Consider undertaking the collection and analysis of data disaggregated according to substance and age with a view to monitoring the potential abuse of psycho-stimulant drugs by children.

65.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children's rights, ratify the core United Nations human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
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