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BELARUS
CAT/C/BLR/QPR/5
3.
In light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations expressing serious concerns regarding reports that detainees are frequently denied fundamental legal safeguards (para. 6), please provide information about measures taken to ensure that detainees have prompt access to a lawyer and a doctor and have the right to contact family members from the very outset of detention.

In particular

(e)
Please provide particular information on measures taken to ensure that persons detained pursuant to article 293 of the Criminal Code, persons held under administrative detention, persons held in psychiatric hospitals, and persons held in the pre-trial detention facilities of the State Security Committee (KGB) are afforded the safeguards outlined above. 


18.
With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (para. 13), please indicate whether:


(a)
Fully independent bodies with the capacity to perform independent, periodic and unannounced visits to places of detention, including psychiatric hospitals, have been established, and whether their personnel include diverse and qualified legal and medical professionals in line with international standards, as well as independent experts and other representatives of civil society.


(b)
Steps have been taken to ensure that psychiatric hospitalization and treatment is not used for punitive reasons, or for any reasons other than medical ones. 


(c)
The State party has investigated allegations that Igor Postnov, a psychiatrist working at the Vitebsk Regional Centre for Psychiatry and Narcology who criticized government policy and health care in several videos available on the internet, was forcibly detained and subjected to forced treatment at the Vitebsk hospital in retaliation for his criticism. If so, please indicate what institution(s) or mechanism(s) carried out the investigation(s) and any results.  

19.
In line with the Committee’s previous concluding observations (para. 14), please provide additional information with regard to:

(a)
The monitoring of detention facilities and special facilities carried out by the National Public Watchdog Commission and the provincial and Minsk municipal public watchdog commissions.  Please indicate if such commissions are able to conduct visits to all places of detention, including pre-trial detention centers, administrative detention centers, and police lock-ups. Please indicate any concerns reported by the commissions about possible violations of legislation detected during visits to places of detention, and indicate what recourse the authorities have taken in response to information from these bodies regarding detention conditions that may amount to ill-treatment.  Please also indicate if measures have been taken to ensure the membership on such commissions includes independent human rights experts and that the commissions have powers necessary to carry out their work, including access to prisoner files, the ability to make unannounced visits to places of detention, to speak with detained persons outside the presence of prison officials, and to take notes during visits. 

(b)
“Voluntary” or “civic” associations referred to in paragraph 3 of the State party’ response. Please provide additional information on these associations, including how many exist, how their members are chosen, whether they are permitted to make unannounced visits to places of detention and whether their findings are made public in a timely and transparent manner. Please provide data on the number of places of detention visited by civic associations during the reporting period and indicate any concerns reported about possible violations detected, and what recourse the authorities have taken in response to information regarding detention conditions that may amount to ill-treatment.

(c)
Access of other independent non-governmental monitoring mechanisms to places of detention. Please provide data on the number of visits to places of detention, including psychiatric hospitals, undertaken by non-governmental organizations, national or international, during the reporting period.

(d)
Strengthening the cooperation with the United Nations human rights mechanisms.  Please indicate whether the State party has agreed or intends to agree to visits by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteurs on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the situation of human rights defenders; the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association; and the situation of human rights in Belarus; and the High Commissioner for Human Rights., and to allow these experts and mechanisms to carry out their visits in accordance with their proposed methods and procedures.

GERMANY
CAT/C/DEU/QPR/6
10.
With regard to domestic and gender based violence, please provide information, from November 2011, on:

(a)
Measures taken to strengthening the prevention, investigation and punishment of all forms of violence against women and children, including domestic violence.  Is there a methodology in the State party to assess the effectiveness and impact of all the initiatives in this area? Please also provide information regarding measures taken to protect groups made particularly vulnerable, such as women and girls of Turkish and Russian origin;  

(b)
Statistical data, disaggregated according to the type of crime and the age and sex of the victim, on an annual basis, on the number of complaints received, the number of investigations and prosecutions carried out, the number of convictions and the types of penalties imposed; 

(c)
Updates on the means of redress provided to victims, including legal, medical, psychological aid and rehabilitation, as well as on the successes and constraints of the national programmes to protect, assist and support all victims, including victims with psychosocial disabilities,  indicating the number of shelters and their occupancy rate. 

23.
With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (para. 16) on the use of physical restraints, and the State party’s follow-up replies,  please provide information on:


(a)
The steps taken by authorities at federal and Länder levels to strictly regulate and harmonise the permissible means of restraint and their use in all settings across the Länder, including prisons, psychiatric hospitals, residential homes, juvenile prisons, detention centres of foreigners and during court hearings,  with a view to abandon the use of physical restraints at least in all non-medical settings and, ultimately, in all settings;  

34.
Please provide updated data on an annual basis, disaggregated by crime committed and sex, age, nationality and ethnicity of the individual filing the complaint, on the number of complaints of torture, or of other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment committed in all contexts of custody or control, such as police custody, prisons, hospitals, institutions that engage in the care of the aged, children or disabled and other places of administrative detention, since the consideration of the previous State report. Please also provide information on investigations, prosecutions, convictions and penalties in relation to such complaints.  Please also specify how many cases of alleged ill-treatment by the police could not be elucidated or prosecuted because of lack of identification of the alleged perpetrator. 

IRELAND
CAT/C/IRL/QPR/2
14.
In light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (para.14), please provide updated information on measures taken to improve the standard of health care, including mental health care, in all prisons in the State party, taking into account the guidance provided by the Inspector of Prisons in his report dated 18 April 2011.

25.
With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (para.28), please provide information on the status of the report of the Steering Committee to review of the Mental Health Act of 2001 as well as an update on the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill and whether it can be applied retroactively.  Please provide updated information concerning the definition of a voluntary patient in an approved mental health centre and on the process and number of mentally disabled persons reclassified from voluntary to involuntary. Please provide relevant statistics. Please provide information on any independent inspections regarding alleged abuse and mistreatment in residential settings of persons with intellectual disabilities.
