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ARMENIA, CRC/C/ARM/CO/3-4
Non-discrimination

18. The Committee is concerned at the prevalence of discrimination on the basis of gender. It is particularly concerned about sex-selective abortion in rural areas. The Committee also  remains concerned at the de facto discrimination against categories of  children in marginalized and disadvantaged situations, including children with disabilities,  children living with HIV, children from poor families, children living in rural areas, children in street situations and children living in institutions.

19. The Committee urges the State party to enforce its legislation against discrimination on the basis of gender and take measures to prevent and ban sex selective abortions. It also recommends that the State party ensure that its programmes address the situation of discrimination against categories of children in marginalized and disadvantaged situations, including children with disabilities, children living with HIV, children from poor families, children living in rural areas, children in street situations and children living in institutions. The Committee further recommends that the State party include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention and undertaken by the State party in follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001  World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.

Best interests of the child

20. The Committee notes the inclusion of the “legitimate interests of the child” principle in the Family Code of 2004, but it considers that the "legitimate interests of the child" is not equivalent to "the best interests of the child" in its scope. In addition, the Committee regrets the lack of information on guidelines and procedures for ensuring that the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into account as a primary consideration is applied consistently throughout the State party’s policies, legislation and programmes.

21. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No 14 on the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary consideration (CRC/C/GC/14) and recommends that the State party amend its legislation to better reflect the right established by the Convention. It also recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to ensure that this right is appropriately integrated and consistently applied in all legislative, administrative and judicial proceedings as well as in all policies, programmes and projects relevant to and with an impact on children. In this regard, the State party is encouraged to develop procedures and criteria to provide guidance to all relevant persons in authority for determining the best interests of the child in every area, and to disseminate these to the public, including traditional and religious leaders, courts of law, administrative authorities and legislative bodies. 

Respect for the views of the child
22. The Committee notes that the right to be heard is included in a number of laws, but is concerned that children’s views are not taken into account on a regular basis in all matters that affect them and regrets that the existing Youth Parliaments are not functioning effectively. The Committee is also concerned that consent to medical intervention forchildren under the age of 18 is given only by the child’s representative.

23. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its General Comment No. 12 on the right of the child to be heard (CRC/C/GC/12) and recommends that it take measures to strengthen this right in accordance with article 12 of the Convention. Indoing so, it recommends that the State party:

(a) Take legislative and policy measures in order to promote and facilitate the respect for the views of the child within the family, schools, care institutions and the courts in all matters affecting him or her;

(b) Reactivate and strengthen the Youth Parliaments and encourage children’s active participation in them;

(c) Ensure that children’s views are taken into account in cases of medical interventions as indicated in the Committee’s General Comment No 15 (CRC/C/GC/15).

C. Violence against children (articles 19, 37 (a) and 39 of the Convention) 

Ill treatment and corporal punishment 

24. The Committee is concerned at the information that children in closed and partially closed institutions, in particular in Vanadzor Children’s Home and at the Vanadzor Care and Protection Centre (Boarding school) No 1 are subjected to ill treatment and violence. It is also concerned that although both the Family Code and the Rights of the Child Act of 1996 have provisions against corporal punishment, there is a lack of enforcement mechanisms and the State party’s legislation does not provide sanctions in cases of violation. 

25. The Committee urges the State party to take urgent measures in closed or partially closed institutions, in particular in Vanadzor Children’s Home and at the Vanadzor Care and Protection Centre (Boarding school) No 1, to investigate the individual cases of violence as well as prosecute and punish perpetrators. Furthermore, it recommends that the State party prohibit the use of corporal punishment in all settings and provide for enforcement mechanisms under its legislation, including appropriate sanctions in cases of violation. It further recommends that the State party strengthen and expand awareness-raising and education programmes and campaigns, in order to promote positive, non-violent and participatory forms of child rearing and discipline, and accelerate the adoption of the draft Law on Domestic Violence.

Freedom of the child from all forms of violence 

26. Recalling the recommendations of the United Nations study on violence against children of 2006 (A/61/299), the Committee recommends that the State party prioritize the elimination of all forms of violence against children. The Committee further recommends that the State party take into account General Comment No. 13 (CRC/C/GC/13, 2011), and in particular:

(a) Develop a comprehensive national strategy to prevent and address all forms of violence against children;
(b) Adopt a national coordinating framework to address all forms of violence against children;

(c) Adopt legislation to explicitly prohibit all forms of violence against children in all settings;

(c) Pay particular attention to the gender dimension of violence;
(d) Cooperate with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children and other relevant United Nations institutions.

Family environment

29. The Committee welcomes the three-tier child protection system established on national, regional and local levels, but is concerned that child protection at the local level seems to be carried out to a large extent by volunteers without necessary qualifications and training. The Committee is also concerned that due to economic hardships and inability to cover the costs associated with schooling or the basic needs of children, some families are forced to enrol their children in boarding schools and children’s homes.

30. The Committee recommends that the State party take measures to involve in child protection at the local level professionals with experience of working with children and provide training to volunteers for additional support in their work. It further recommends that the State party strengthen its support to families in situations of vulnerability, in particular, families living in extreme poverty through systematic, long-term policies and programmes to ensure access to social services and sustainable income opportunities. It further recommends that the State party prohibit placement of children in care institutions for financial reasons only and use placement only as a last resort in accordance with UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children adopted on 20 November 2009.

Children deprived of a family environment 

31. The Committee welcomes the decision by the government which clarifies the criteria for admission to care institutions. However, the Committee remains concerned that:

(a) Alternative family based care and community based care systems for children deprived of family environment are insufficient. There are only few foster families.

(b) Increasing numbers of children, particularly those from families in vulnerable situations with at least one parent alive, are being placed in institutional care;

(c) Despite the criteria established, there are no safeguards and procedures for ensuring that institutional care is genuinely used as a measure of last resort; and

(d) The assistance to children who leave care institutions remains insufficient.

32. Recalling the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children annexed to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/142 of 20 December 2009, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure sufficient alternative family and community based care options for children deprived of family environment;

(b) Increase support to families in vulnerable situations with universal and targeted services by strengthening their parenting skills, and including them in social assistance programs;

(c) Ensure that placement in institutional care is used only as a last resort and that adequate safeguards and clear needs-based and best interests of the child criteria are used for determining whether a child should be placed in institutional care; and

(d) Provide maximum support to the children who leave care institutions in finding study and/or work opportunities and provide them with adequate accommodation.
Children with disabilities

35. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Law “On education of persons with special needs” in 2005 and amendments to the Law “On general education” in 2012, both of which provide for the inclusive education for children with special needs. However, the Committee is concerned that:

(a) The number and proportion of children with disabilities in children’s homes are increasing due to lack of family support and alternative family and community based care options;

(b) Children with disabilities in regions (marzs) do not have access to adequate care and services, especially early detection and rehabilitation services;

(c) Children with disabilities remain in the care institutions even after they graduate as no other solution is provided to them and children with mental disabilities are often placed in mental health hospitals;

(d) Despite the increasing trend in inclusive education, a large number of children with disabilities who live in care institutions and rural areas, do not receive formal education; and

(e) Services that are free of charge are of low quality which forces the parents of children with disabilities to pay additional fees to get, for example, quality prosthesis items or orthopaedic shoes.

36. In light of its General Comment No. 9 on the Rights of Children with Disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006) on the Rights of Children with Disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to ensure conformity of its legislation, policies and practices with, inter alia, articles 23 and 27 of the Convention with the aim of effectively addressing the needs of children with disabilities in a non-discriminatory manner. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Take measures for the deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities and provide them with alternative family and community based care options;

(b) Allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources for ensuring the availability of early detection and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities, especially for children in the regions (marzs);

(c) Ensure that children with disabilities receive adequate support even after graduating from the care institutions, and ensure that children with mental disabilities are not placed in mental health institutions but are rather provided with adequate support and a place in the community;

(d) Continue its efforts to include children with disabilities in the mainstream education system, and in doing so, pay particular attention to children with disabilities in care institutions and rural areas;

(e) Take immediate measures to ensure that service providers do not take fees for services that are free of charge and establish regular control of the quality of services and products provided.
Standard of living
43. The Committee regrets that the child poverty rate has increased due to the economic crisis, with children with disabilities being among the hardest hit. The Committee welcomes the existing benefit packages for families with children, but is concerned that only 54.3% of extremely poor families and 4.1% of poor families benefit on a regular basis, due to the inadequate family benefit formula and lack of awareness of the existing government support.

44. The Committee urges the State party to continue and strengthen its efforts to combat poverty and to ensure that benefit packages cover all families in vulnerable situations by facilitating their access to State support and raising awareness on the existing benefits, as well as to guarantee the right of all children to an adequate standard of living.
GUINEA BISSAU, CRC/C/GNB/CO/2-4
Allocation of resources

16. The Committee notes with concern the information that less than 1% of the general budget of the State is allocated to women and children’s issues and that the allocated resources are insufficient to effectively improve the implementation of children’s rights, especially children in vulnerable situations. In particular, the Committee notes the large percentage of current aid going to Governance and Security Sector Reform, in contrast to allocations to health and education sectors. 

17. The Committee urges the State party to take into account the recommendations issued by the Committee following its day of general discussion held on 21 September 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States”, and in light of article 4 of the Convention, to:

(a) Prioritize and increase budgetary allocations for children at national, regional and local levels to improve the implementation of the rights of the child throughout the country;

b) Pay particular attention to the protection of the rights of children in vulnerable situations, including children with disabilities and children living in poverty and in remote and rural areas, whose budgetary allocations must be safeguarded even in times of crisis;

c) Adopt a child rights perspective in its budgeting process to ensure adequate and identifiable allocations for children in all relevant sectors and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system.
Data collection

18. The Committee takes note of the State party’s efforts to improve data collection with the publication of the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2006 and 2010, but is concerned that routine data collection is still not systematic and quality needs improvement. Whereas data collection on education, health and groups of children in need of special protection has improved, data is still lacking on children in conflict with the law, children in contact with the justice system, the percentage of children with disabilities enrolled in school and substance abuse by children and children in street situations. The Committee is also concerned that those responsible for data collection, including the Ministry of Economy and Plan and the National Statistical Institute (INE), do not systematically use the indicators for child protection developed by the Ministry of Women, Family, Social Cohesion and the Fight against Poverty (MMFCSLP). 

19. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen its data collection system, ensuring that child protection indicators are systematically included in surveys and studies conducted by the State party and improve collaboration among key actors in this regard; 

(b) Improve the quality of data collection and train the staff; 

(c) Systematically disaggregate data by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background to facilitate analysis of the situation of children, and regularly update the database;

(d) Analyse the data collected as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights; and 

(e) Use the data collected to design policies and programmes and to facilitate monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Convention.
Non-discrimination

24. The Committee is concerned that discrimination against certain groups of children persists in the State party, in particular girls, children with disabilities and children living with HIV/AIDS. The Committee is particularly concerned that girls continue to be subjected to multiple gender-based discrimination, for instance with regard to practices like FGM/C, forced and child marriages, and enrolment in and completion of education. The Committee remains deeply concerned that no systematic efforts have been undertaken, including with religious leaders, opinion makers, and the mass media, to combat and change discriminatory attitudes and practices against children. 

25. The Committee calls upon the State party to: 

(a) Adopt specific legislation to prohibit discrimination against all children;

(b) Increase measures to combat discrimination, in particular against girls, children with disabilities and children living with HIV/AIDS, through programmes and policies to combat inequalities in access to education, health and development, raise awareness of discrimination and foster an inclusive and tolerant environment in schools and other spaces for children;

(c) Formulate a comprehensive strategy with a clear definition of targets and a monitoring mechanism, to modify and eliminate negative attitudes and practices that discriminate against girls; 

(d) Undertake efforts in coordination with a wide range of stakeholders, including children, and involve all sectors of society, so as to facilitate social and cultural change and the creation of an enabling environment that promotes equality; and

(e) Monitor such efforts and regularly assess progress made towards elimination of discrimination and include an assessment of the results achieved in its next report.
Right to life, survival and development 

28. The Committee notes with deep concern the reported cases of ritual murder of albinos, children with disabilities, twins and other children who were accused of practising witchcraft. 

29. The Committee strongly urges the State party to take all necessary measures to prevent the occurrence of such killings, to investigate and prosecute those that are suspected of committing these crimes and to strengthen efforts to raise awareness among the population at large of the need to eradicate such practices. The Committee further recommends that the State party monitor its efforts in this regard, and undertake a study on the extent and root causes of these killings to strengthen the advocacy and awareness.
Children with disabilities 

50. The Committee is concerned about discrimination against and social exclusion of children with disabilities, who are faced with considerable difficulties within the family, the community and the social system, lack of respect for existing legislation and lack of specific legislation prohibiting discrimination against children with disabilities. The Committee is also concerned that there is no protection system to provide them with special support, and that hospitals and schools are not adequately prepared and equipped to receive children with disabilities. 

51. The Committee recommends that the State party urgently address the high level of discrimination against children with disabilities and take all available measures to ensure that the rights of such children are implemented in line with the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities. 

In particular, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Eradicate impunity for abuse of children with disabilities by ensuring investigation, prosecution and appropriate sentencing of perpetrators of such abuse;

(b) Expand and strengthen awareness-raising programmes, including campaigns, for the community at large, aimed at combating prejudice, superstitious beliefs and discrimination against children with disabilities; 

(c) Strengthen the monitoring of situations of children with disabilities in the home, including by training social workers on detecting signs of sexual abuse, in particular in children with mental disabilities;

(d) Take all available measures to improve the access to education for all children with disabilities, and adopt and gradually implement programmes and policies on inclusive education to improve the numbers of children with disabilities who have access to education; and

(e) Increase access to appropriate health care for children with disabilities, including by providing training in relevant skills to health-care workers and encouraging families to access health-care services for children with disabilities.
70. The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, ratify the core human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely …the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

ISRAEL, CRC/C/ISR/CO/2-4
4. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the following legislative measures:
(e) The 2002 amendment to the Special Education Law No. 5758-1998 which gives priority to the placement of children with disabilities in a regular education facility and increases the budget for this purpose; 

5. The Committee notes as positive the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in September 2012.

Legal status of the Convention

11. The Committee takes note of the information provided by the delegation during the interactive dialogue about the progressive incorporation of the principles and provisions of the Convention into its domestic legal system. The Committee is however concerned that this process is yet to be completed, a situation which affects the justiciability of children’s rights in the State party.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party accelerate the integration process of the rights and principles and provisions of the Convention into its domestic legal system to ensure the justiciability of all children’s rights.

Children deprived of a family environment 

47. While noting the positive efforts made by the State party to accelerate the development of new residential-care models, such as community-based residential settings and group homes in the child’s home community, the Committee remains concerned that only a small proportion of children are placed in foster care compared to those placed in residential institutions. The Committee also expresses concern that in 2008, the Israeli Defence Forces closed down two institutions for children in Hebron without any written instructions and proper alternative plans, evicting 3,192 children and confiscating all clothing, food, stationary and other supplies, as reported by the High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/8/17, para. 50, 2008).

48. The Committee reiterates its recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.195 para. 41, 2002) that the State party further strengthen the foster care system. The Committee also urges the State party to investigate the responsibilities in the closure of the child institutions in Hebron and ensure that human, financial and technical resources are provided for all evicted children to be sheltered and cared for in appropriate conditions.
Children with disabilities

51. The Committee welcomes the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in September 2012 and the adoption of numerous laws with respect to children with disabilities, in particular the amendment to the Special Education Law No. 5758-1998 and the Rights of Pupils with Learning Disabilities in Secondary Education Facilities Law No. 5768-2008, as well as the measures taken for children with disabilities to receive supplementary tutoring and special psychological and medicalservices when integrated in regular school. The Committee is however concerned that:

(a) The overwhelming majority of children with disabilities attend special schools or special classes in ordinary schools; 
(b) The placement of a child in regular or special schools depends on parental choice and does not result from a procedure which would allow the child to express him/herself and to have his or her best interests assessed and determined; and

(c) The resources allocated to the inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools have been insufficient, especially the number of full time assistants available to support children with disabilities.
52. Recalling its general comment No. 9 of 2006 on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Reconsider the model of parental choice and establish a formal process, with strict procedural safeguards, designed to assess and determine the best interests of the child with disabilities and ensure that the right of children with disabilities to be heard and have their views taken into account is fully respected in this process;

(b) Develop a comprehensive national strategy on children with disabilities with the view to expanding inclusive education to all children who could benefit from it. Particular attention should be paid to children in the most disadvantaged situations, among them children with autism; and

(c) Ensure the provision of adequate human, financial and technical resources for schools to effectively provide inclusive education for children with disabilities by implementing the so called “funding according to needs” system recommended by the Doner Committee.
75. The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, ratify all core human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely ..the optional protocol.. of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
RWANDA, CRC/C/RWA/CO/3-4
4. The Committee welcomes as positive the adoption of the following legislative measures:
(f) Law N° 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to Protection of the Rights of People living with Disabilities.
5. The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to the following international instruments: 

(e) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in December 2008; 

The Committee’s previous recommendations

7. The Committee regrets that some of the Committee’s concluding observations from 2004 on the State party’s second periodic report under the Convention have not been fully addressed but still remain valid.

8. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address all those recommendations from the 2004 concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.234, 2004) that still remain valid. The Committee notes the progress made in the areas of data collection and awareness raising but recommends that the State party further:

(a) Strengthen its data collection system to ensure availability of up to date data on children in the most vulnerable situations, including children heading their own households, children with disabilities and living in poverty, children affected by HIV/AIDS and from marginalized Batwa communities. In this regard, the National Commission for Children, the Child Rights Observatory and the National Institute for Statistics should coordinate and harmonize their data collection to avoid duplication and discrepancies in data and information on children; and
Allocation of resources

15. While noting the positive response of the development partners towards supporting efforts of the State party to fulfil children’s rights, the Committee is concerned that reliance on donors to implement the various activities, including under the ICRP, could affect continuity and sustainability. The Committee is also concerned about the absence ofmechanisms to assess the impact of budgetary allocations for children.

16. In light of its Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Effectively increase budgetary allocations for policies, plans and structures concerning the implementation of children’s rights, particularly the ICRP and NCC, and adopt strategies towards achieving sustainability;

(b) Establish a budgeting process with a child-rights perspective to adequately take into account child rights and areas of need and concern, and which has clear allocations for children in the relevant ministries and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system; 

(c) Define strategic budgetary lines for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations that may require affirmative social measures (for example, children living in poverty, children with disabilities, Batwa and other minorities, refugee children) and make sure that those budgetary lines are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies; and

(d) Establish mechanisms to monitor, assess and evaluate the adequacy, efficacy and equitability of the distribution of resources allocated for the implementation of the Convention and disseminate information in this regard.
Non-discrimination

21. The Committee welcomes the State party’s efforts to address discrimination, such as the revision of all discriminatory provisions against women. These efforts have, for example, enabled women in the State party to attain very high participation in decision making. It also welcomes the various policies and strategies focusing on specific categories of children in disadvantaged situations, such as the National Policy for Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children (OVCs). However, the Committee remains concerned at the stigma and persistent discrimination faced by persons who were born as a result of rape during the genocide, children affected by HIV and AIDS, and children with disabilities, especially girls. The Committee is also deeply concerned about continued discrimination against children living in poverty, children in street situations and child-headed households, children in residential care, orphans, and children from minority Batwa or ‘historically marginalized communities’ with regard to their access to social services, health care and education.

22. The Committee urges the State party to:
(a) Prevent and eliminate discrimination in development, education, health and basic services against children with disabilities, children affected by HIV and AIDS, children living in street situations and in poverty, and in child–headed households. In this context, the Committee requests the State party to pay particular attention to girls and intensify the measures to ensure that children in vulnerable situations are well protected, have equitable access to all services and are fully included in society; and

(b) Intensify measures, including awareness raising and timely implementation of relevant policies and strategic plans to combat stigma against children from ‘historically marginalized communities’, children with disabilities, especially girls, and persons who were born as a result of rape during the genocide.
Respect for the views of the child 

23. The Committee notes the establishment and promotion of the yearly National Children’s Summit since 2004. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that due to traditional attitudes and resistance, respect for the views of the child remains limited within the family, in schools and village councils. The Committee is further concerned that mechanisms for facilitating meaningful and empowered participation of children with disabilities, without parental care or from marginalized communities, such as Batwa, in legislative, policy and programme development processes which impact on them, are almost non-existent.

24. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 12 (2009), and recommends that it continue to ensure the implementation of the right of the child to be heard in accordance with article 12 of the Convention. In doing so, it recommends that the State party promote the meaningful and empowered participation of all children within the family, community and schools, and develop and share good practices. Specifically, the Committee recommends that hearing the views of the child be a requirement for all official decision-making processes that relate to children, including custody cases, child welfare decisions, criminal justice, immigration, and environmental matters. The Committee also urges the State party to ensure that children with disabilities, without parental care, Batwa children and other children in vulnerable situations have the possibility to express their views, concerns and complaints during the preparation, planning and implementation of laws, policies and programmes relating to children.
Children deprived of a family environment 

38. The Committee notes as positive the launching of the National Strategy for Child Care Reform in 2012 and that the State party is in the process of developing the Ministerial instructions governing the placement of children into foster care. However, in the meantime, the Committee is concerned that the timeframe for the full implementation of the National Strategy for Child Care Reform is short and that the number and locations of service providers are very limited. The Committee is further concerned that there are cases of “spontaneous reintegration” of children without adequate preparation or proper assessment, monitoring and follow up.

39. The Committee is concerned about the over-reliance on NGOs for the provision of institutional care for children deprived of a family environment and the limited availability of community-based services for children living with disabilities, children living in street situations and those separated from their families and/or placed into institutions.

40. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Review the National Strategy for Child Care Reform, with the view to expand the timeframe for its implementation, introduce monitoring mechanisms with clear indicators to measure the outcomes and provide follow up procedures. The Committee further recommends that the State party increase the number of professionals working with or for children and provide them adequate training and vocational training and supervision;

(b) Intensify its efforts to provide appropriate care and assistance to all children deprived of a family environment and those living in vulnerable situations, through the provision of education, health care, counselling and community-based services with timely responses at the local level; and 

(c) Expedite the adoption of Ministerial instructions governing the placement of children into foster care.
Children with disabilities

43. The Committee notes that the State party is revising the 2007 Special Needs Education Policy. However, the Committee is deeply concerned that children with disabilities lack access to inclusive education, adequate health care and social protection measures and are often discriminated due to cultural stigma and superstition. In particular, the Committee is concerned that: 

(a) Children with disabilities mostly attend special schools in the urban areas;

(b) The Special Needs Education Policy lacks the necessary resources and a strategic plan; consequently, schools and institutions do not have adequate capacities to meet the needs of children with disabilities, including trained professionals and essential facilities for therapy and education for children with a mental disabilities;

(c) The National Council of People with Disabilities (NCPD) established in 2011 lacks a designated division focusing on children with disabilities and lacks adequate capacities; and

(d) Article 42 of Law Nº54/2011 contradicts the right of the children with disabilities to live and play an active part in the community on an equal basis, as guaranteed under the Convention since this law stipulates that children with physical and mental disabilities ‘shall be placed in special institution for care and medical treatment,’ without specifying time limit for such placement.

44. In the light of Article 23 of the Convention and in light of its general comment No. 9 (2006), the Committee urges the State party to:
(a) Ensure that children with disabilities have equal access to adequate social and health services, including psychological support, counseling services, parental guidance for families of children with disabilities, and tailored services for children with mental disabilities and behavioural disorders, and raise awareness about all services available. Furthermore, measures should be taken to ensure accessibility to buildings and installations;

(b) Undertake intensive public enlightenment campaigns in cooperation with NGOs, to challenge cultural norms and abandon the superstitious beliefs surrounding children with disabilities;

(c) Increase budget allocations, including for the implementation of the 2007 Special Needs Education Policy with a view to achieving inclusive education as far as possible for all concerned Rwandan children, and the elimination of all barriers that lead to educational disparities for children with disability;

(d) Finalize the revision of the Special Needs Education Policy of 2007 in collaboration with other stakeholders, detailing implementation strategies, activities and resources to realize the rights of children with disabilities, including children with mental disabilities;
(e) Ensure that the NCPD includes a dedicated section on children, and strengthen its capacity to introduce and monitor programmes promoting the rights of children with disabilities, deinstitutionalization and community education about the rights of children with disabilities, and provisions to support such children and their families; and

(f) Repeal Article 42 of the Law Nº54/2011 and ensure that the placement of children with disabilities in institutions is used only as a measure of last resort, when it is absolutely necessary and in the best interests of the child.
Education, including vocational training and guidance

52. While welcoming the State party’s various initiatives to improve educational outcomes for children, including the Education Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP) 2010-2015, a five-year (2008-2013) campaign, titled ‘Making a difference for girls’ and increased budgetary allocations, the Committee is concerned about the following:

(a) The inadequate quality of education and unequal educational outcomes, including disparities between urban and rural areas, and limited access to education for children with disabilities, Batwa children and girls, especially at the upper secondary school;

(b) Hidden education fees that prevent children from accessing education, especially children living in poverty and children in vulnerable situations;

(c) The remaining challenges to implementing the change in language of instruction policy from French to English, including the urgent need to develop teachers’ capacities and training in both the English language and teaching methodology; and

(d) The lack of disaggregated data on enrolment and retention rates of children in vulnerable situations, such as children living in poverty, children with disabilities, orphans, adolescent girls, as well as the decrease in the enrolment rate for boys.

53. The Committee recommends that the State party :

(a) Increase spending on quality education, including the number of welltrained teachers, school infrastructure, and children’s access to school materials;

(b) Take further measures to eradicate regional disparities and closely monitor the implementation and outcomes of the ESSP and campaign for girls’ education as well as school enrolment and retention for boys and children in vulnerable situations, particularly Batwa children, children with disabilities and children living in poverty;

(c) Take immediate measures to eliminate all types of hidden educational costs in the school system to ensure unhindered and equal access to education for all children;

(d) Intensify its efforts to develop the capacity of teachers through English language and pedagogical training at all levels of the educational system, and monitor the impact of the language policy on learning outcomes; 

(e) Undertake studies to identify the root causes and extent of dropouts from school, especially of boys and implement effective measures to address the issues identified; and

(f) Strengthen the collection and analysis of disaggregated data on the participation in education by the most vulnerable children, including rural children, adolescent girls, children with disabilities, of orphans, children living with HIV/AIDS and children living in poverty, and ensure that these children are fully integrated in educational settings in order to prevent segregation and discrimination.
SLOVENIA, CRC/C/SVN/CO/3-4
Data collection

16. While welcoming the creation of a Child Observatory to monitor the situation of children in Slovenia and establishing a separate database for children in 2004, the Committee is concerned that the data is not sufficiently disaggregated for all areas covered by the Convention, particularly with regard to children belonging to minority groups including Roma Children, children with disabilities, migrant children, refugee and asylum seeking children.

17. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to consolidate a comprehensive database on children and to introduce indicators on children’s rights on which progress in the realization of children’s rights could be analysed and assessed. The data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity, migration status and socio-economic background to facilitate the determination of the overall situation of children and provide guidance for the formulation of programmes.
Best interests of the child

28. The Committee takes note of the information provided on the incorporation of the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into account as a primary consideration in national legislation as well as in the envisaged Family Code, and welcomes the entry into force of the Act Amending the Marriage and Family Relations Act in 2004 which shifted the authority to decide on visitation rights and child maintenance from the Social Work Centres to courts. However, the Committee is concerned about information received on the inadequate application of the Right in courts and Social Work Centers in cases involving children deprived of family environment. Moreover, the Committee is particularly concerned about the lack of understanding of the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into account as a primary consideration in asylum-seeking, refugee and/or immigration detention situations. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of procedures and criteria for the determination of the best interests of the child.

29. In the light of its General Comment no. 14 on the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary consideration (CRC/C/GC/14, 2013), the Committee recommends that the State party introduce the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into account as a primary consideration in its Constitution. The Committee further recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to ensure that the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into account as a primary consideration, is appropriately integrated and consistently applied in all legislative, administrative and judicial proceedings as well as in all policies, programmes and projects relevant to and with an impact on children, particularly those deprived of a family environment, or in asylum seeking, refugee and/or in immigration situations, including detention. In this regard, the State party is 

encouraged to develop procedures and criteria to provide guidance for determining the best interests of the child in every area related to children, and to disseminate this to the public, including Social Work Centers, courts of law, administrative authorities and legislative bodies.
Children with disabilities

50. The Committee welcomes the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008 and notes with satisfaction the amendments introduced in the Elementary School Act in 2011 as well as the elaboration of an Action Programme for Persons with Disabilities 2007-2013. However, the Committee regrets that according to the 2011 annual report of the State party Ombudsman, the implementation of the aforementioned programme has not resulted in greatly improved access for children with disabilities to basic social services, especially in the fields of health and education.

51. Recalling its General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/2006/9) the Committee recommends that the State party ensure that children with disabilities fully enjoy their rights under the Convention, in particular their right to health, education and adequate standard of living. The Committee encourages the State party to allocate the necessary resources for an effective implementation and extension of the above-mentioned programme with a view to guaranteeing to all children with disabilities access to education and health care, opportunities for play and culture, family life, protection from violence, an adequate standard of living and the right to be heard.
UZBEKISTAN, CRC/C/UZB/CO/3-4
The Committee’s previous recommendations 

6. The Committee, while welcoming the State party’s efforts to implement the 

Committee’s concluding observations of 2006 on the State party’s second report (CRC/C/UZB/CO/2, 2006), notes with regret that many of the recommendations contained 

therein have not been fully addressed.

7. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations (CRC/C/UZB/CO/2, 2006) that have not been implemented or sufficiently implemented, and in particular recommends that the State party:

(b) Further improve its data collection system to provide regular and independently verifiable data that is cross-comparable, and to analyse the data collected as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and for designing policies and programmes to implement the Convention; the data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background to facilitate analysis of the situation of all children, particularly with regard to all forms of child labour, with particular attention to the cotton industry, children with disabilities, children of ethnic minorities, quality of teaching and learning outcomes, school attendance, quality of maternal and child health services, HIV rates, adolescent needs, and the impact of social protection; in doing so, the State party is encouraged to seek technical assistance and support from UNICEF;
(f) Increase its efforts to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds, including by considering targeted programmes for addressing discrimination against girls and children in vulnerable situations such as refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced children, children with disabilities, abandoned children, children of ethnic minorities and those living in institutions and in regions with socio-economic development problems; undertake measures to ensure that the existing compulsory residence registration system (propiska) does not limit the rights and freedoms of children; and, provide specific information in its next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account General comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the aims of education (CRC/GC/2001/1);
Family environment

45. The Committee appreciates the State party’s Law on the Guarantees of the Rights of the Child, which guarantees the right of a child to grow up in a family environment and maintain contact with parents in instances of divorce or detention respectively. The Committee also notes that the State party’s Ministry of Labour and Social Protection has 12 centers providing rehabilitation and professional orientation for persons with disabilities. 

However, the Committee is concerned that the vast majority of the approximately 40,000 children living in institutions are children with disabilities, which strongly indicates that there are inadequate support measures for children with disabilities to live with their families. Furthermore, the Committee remains concerned that social and other family support services in general also remains inadequate. 

46. The Committee urges the State party to make all necessary efforts to further improve the quality and availability of local family-support services including community-based services, particularly for families with children with disabilities and those in vulnerable situations. 

Children deprived of a family environment 

47. The Committee notes that the State party has legal frameworks and systems for family-based alternative care and ongoing measures seeking deinstitutionalisation. However, the Committee is concerned about:

(a) Institutional care being the predominant means rather than as a measure of last resort for addressing the needs of children deprived of a family environment, with the majority of children in institutional care being subject to such placement due to socioeconomic hardship, divorce, abandonment, and/or lack of family support services;

(b) Decisions on placement of a child in institutional care are not based on the best interest of the child, do not take into account the child or his/her family’s views and are 

not subject to timely periodic review; 

(c) Children deprived of family care are placed in institutions and there is no system for selecting, preparing, supporting and supervising extended family care and foster care;

(d) The current alternative care systems have no monitoring or support mechanisms resulting, inter alia, in there being no individual care plans for children and reports of children in institutional care settings being subject to abuse and sexual violence;
(e) There are inadequate measures for facilitating and maintaining continuous contact with family for children who are in institutional care; 

(f) The principle of non-separation of siblings is not being systematically applied; 

(g) The current system only provides care for children up to the age of 16 years resulting in children older than that being left without care and support; and

(h) There is inadequate support and after care services for children when they leave institutional care.

48. In light of the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children annexed to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/142 of 20 December 2009, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Cease the placement of children in institutional care on socio-economic grounds and prioritize family-type care settings over institutional placements, by inter alia raising public awareness about the negative impact of institutionalization on a child’s development;

(b) Ensure that where placement in institutional care occurs it is undertaken on the basis of the best interests of the child, with full consideration of the views of the child and his/her family, and subject to regular review as required under article 25 of the Convention;

(c) Ensure that both extended family members and foster carers providing care for children are assessed and trained properly, and provided with the needed resources and supervision;
(d) Establish systematic monitoring and support mechanisms for institutional care settings, including by ensuring the consistent and Convention compliant preparation and implementation of individual care plans for children in care and adequate and accessible complaints and investigatory mechanisms for cases of abuse and/or violence;

(e) Ensure that procedures and facilities are provided for children in care to maintain contact with their families;

(f) Ensure that children in institutional care are accommodated with their siblings whenever possible when this is in their best interests;

(g) Revise its current system, including amending legislation, to ensure that all children under the age of 18 years are provided with adequate care, including institutional care where this is in the best interests of the child; and,

(h) Allocate all necessary human, technical and financial resources to ensure that children are adequately prepared for leaving the care system and subsequently provided with sufficient follow-up support, primarily for reintegration with their families.
Children with disabilities 

49. The Committee notes as positive that the State party’s Disabled Persons (Social Protection) Act, entitles persons, including children, with disabilities to financial and technical support. It also welcomes the translation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into Uzbek to raise awareness of it. However, the Committee is concerned about the instrument:

(a) Widespread social prejudice and stigma against children with disabilities; 

(b) The lack of disaggregated data collection on children with disabilities, which hampers the development of adequate policies and programs to promote their equal participation in society; 

(c) The lack of a legislative definition of inclusive education and the resulting inadequacy of measures to ensure that children with disabilities are provided with inclusive education in the best interests of the child;

(d) Mainstreams schools frequently being inaccessible to children with disabilities, due to, inter alia, physical barriers, a lack of trained staff, and inadequately adapted school curricula; and,

(e) The limited accessibility of healthcare services for severe chronic diseases, necessary special support measures such as prosthetics, visual and/or audio aids, and services related to sexual and reproductive health for children and adolescents with disabilities. 

50. Recalling its general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities(CRC/C/GC/9 and Corr.1, 2006), the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability and specifically recommends that it:

(a) Undertake awareness-raising programmes, including campaigns, on eliminating discrimination against children with disabilities, and strengthen its enforcement mechanisms for ensuring compliance with its legislation prohibiting such discrimination;

(b) Establish a system for disaggregated data collection and analysis on children with disabilities to guide the development of policies and programs to ensure the full and equal fulfillment of the rights of children with disabilities.

(c) Establish a clear legislative definition of disability which is in compliance with the Convention, including for learning, cognitive and mental disabilities, with the aim of accurately identifying children with disabilities to effectively address their needs, including for inclusive education, in a non-discriminatory manner;

(d) Adopt a social model approach that is in accordance with article 23 of the Convention, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other international standards, addressing attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder the full and effective participation of children with disabilities in society on an equal basis, including by adapting curricula and implementing disability-friendly building-codes, and training all professionals working with or for children withdisabilities accordingly; and,

(e) Ensure adequate human, technical and financial resources, including disability specialists for severe and/or chronic diseases and promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes for children with disabilities, including parent support groups.
