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Concluding Observations on Angola, CEDAW/C/AGO/CO/6
No explicit references to women with disabilities
Temporary Special Measures

15. While welcoming the measures taken in favour of women to provide flexible working hours for pregnant women and to improve the conditions of retirement for women, the Committee is concerned that no other temporary special measures have been introduced or are being planned as part of a necessary strategy to accelerate the achievement of substantive equality of women and men in areas where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged.

16. The Committee encourages the State party to use temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, as interpreted in the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004) on temporary special measures, in all areas covered by the Convention where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, in particular as regard the inclusion of women in decision-making. To that end, it recommends that the State party:

(a) Implement temporary special measures in various forms, such as outreach and support programmes, quotas and other pro-active and result-oriented measures aimed at achieving substantive equality of women and men in all areas, and encourage their use both in the public and private sectors; and

(b) Raise awareness among members of Parliament, government officials, employers and the general public about the necessity of temporary special measures.
45. The Committee therefore encourages Angola to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e… the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities…
Concluding Observations on Austria, CEDAW/C/AUT/CO/7-8
Violence against women

24. The Committee commends the State party for its leading role in combatting violence against women including in the drafting of the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). It welcomes the enactment of the Second Act on Protection against Violence of 2009, and notes the on-going discussions to ratify the Istanbul Convention and to criminalise the breach of protection orders. However, it is concerned at the lack of a National Action Plan on violence against women, the residents’ permit situation of migrant women living with abusive partners, the insufficient or absence of data on the number of women murdered by their partner or ex-partner, insufficient training of the judiciary and the limited number of shelters for victims (30 throughout the territory). Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that funding contracts for shelters restrict the accommodation of asylum-seeking or undocumented women.

25. Recalling its General Recommendation no. 19 (1992), the Committee, urges the State party to:

a) adopt a comprehensive National Action Plan on violence against women as soon as possible;

b) ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and introduce criminal sanctions for the non-compliance with restraining orders;

c) review regularly the situation of migrant women living with abusive partners and the conditions for the granting of regular residence permits;

d) continue training the members of the judiciary and systematically include in these trainings the protection of women/girls victims of gender-based violence;

e) continue public awareness-raising campaigns on all forms of violence against women, including against ethnic minority women and women with disabilities and pursue dialogue with migrant women’s organisations, including those of Muslim women;

f) increase the number and funding of shelters and guarantee national coverage, including for asylum-seeking or undocumented women affected by violence; and
g) enhance the system of data collection to ensure that data are disaggregated by type of violence and by the relationship of the perpetrator to the victim.

Women with disabilities

48. The Committee appreciates the adoption of a far-reaching National Action Plan on Disability for 2012-2020 and the inclusion therein of a chapter on women with disabilities. It is, however, concerned that women with disabilities continue to suffer multiple forms of discrimination in education, employment and political participation.

49. The Committee recommends that the State party pursue its efforts under the current National Action Plan on Disability to address the multiple forms of discrimination suffered by women with disabilities in education, employment and political participation.
Concluding Observations on Cyprus, CEDAW/C/CYP/CO/6-7
Temporary special measures

13. While noting the State party’s schemes to provide incentives for the employment of disadvantaged or vulnerable persons, the Committee is concerned that no temporary special measures are planned to be applied as part of a strategy to accelerate the achievement of substantive equality between women and men in areas where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, particularly in the labour market and in political and public life.

14. The Committee encourages the State party to:

(a) Study and consider the relevance and suitability of applying quotas and other forms of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004), in all areas covered by the Convention where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, in particular in the labour market and in political and public life;

(b) Raise awareness among members of Parliament, government officials, political parties and the general public about the necessity of special temporary measures; and

(c) Incorporate provisions for the use of temporary special measures, as part of a necessary strategy towards the achievement of women’s substantive equality in all its policies, programmes and plans of action, in both the public and private sectors.
Stereotypes

15. While recognizing the State party’s efforts to eliminate gender stereotypes, notably through its ongoing educational reform, the Committee reiterates its concern (CEDAW/C/CYP/CO/5, para. 17) about the persistence of patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family, in the workplace, in political and public life and in society at large. In particular, the Committee notes with concern that the prevalence of such stereotypes contributes to women’s disadvantaged position in the State party, in particular regarding their access to decision-making positions and elected office, affect their educational and professional choices and ultimately their position in the labour market.
16. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Adopt a comprehensive strategy, across all sectors, with a result-oriented approach to overcome stereotypical attitudes that discriminate against women in the family, education, the workplace, political and public life and in the wider society; and

(b) Develop awareness-raising and educational campaigns, targeting women and men at all levels of society, including in the educational system, as well as in public and private sectors, in collaboration with civil society and the media, including by promoting non-stereotypical and positive images of women’s active participation in social, economic and political life and by disseminating knowledge about the Convention and its concept of substantive gender equality.
Disadvantaged groups of women

31. The Committee expresses its concern about the vulnerable situation of older women and women with disabilities, who often suffer multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment, adequate housing, health care and social services. It regrets the limited information provided by the State party in this regard.

32. The Committee requests the State party to include detailed information, including disaggregated data and information on specific programmes and achievements, on the situation of older women and women with disabilities in its next periodic report. 
Concluding Observations on Greece, CEDAW/C/GRC/CO/7
No explicit references to women with disabilities
Stereotypes and harmful practices

18. The Committee continues to be seriously concerned about patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men in all spheres of life and the State party’s limited efforts to tackle such discriminatory practices. The Committee is concerned that such customs and practices perpetuate discrimination against women and girls and that they are reflected in women’s disadvantaged and unequal status in many areas, including education, public life and decision-making, as well as in the persistence of violence against women. It is also concerned that, to date, the State party has not taken sustained measures to modify or eliminate stereotypes and negative traditional values and practices.
19. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Adopt, without delay, a comprehensive strategy to modify or eliminate patriarchal attitudes and stereotypes that discriminate against women, in conformity with the provisions of the Convention. Such measures should include efforts, at all levels, in collaboration with civil society, to educate and raise awareness on existing stereotypes among women and men at all levels of society;

(b) Expand public education programmes on negative effects of stereotyping, in particular in rural and isolated areas in the archipelago;

(c) Use innovative measures that target the media to strengthen understanding of the concept of equality of women and men and to use the education system to enhance a positive and non-stereotypical portrayal of women and men; and

(d) Monitor and review all the measures taken to implement the strategy in order to assess their impact and to take appropriate further action.
Health

30. The Committee notes the adoption of the National Action Plan for Sexual and Reproductive Rights 2008-2012, it is, however, concerned that the State party has a very high rate of abortions and a very low use of high quality, efficient methods of contraception, which means that women resort to abortions as a method of family planning. The Committee is also concerned at the extremely high rate of caesarean sections performed in public (40%) and private (up to 65%) hospitals without medical justification, the Greek rates being the highest in the world, way above the 15% rate considered by the World Health Organization as covering medical needs. The Committee further notes the National Action Plan 2008-2012 on HIV-AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases, but is concerned that since 2010 the rise in the number of HIV/AIDS cases is over 57%, and that there has been a stark increase in the number of people dying of HIV-AIDS from 2007-2009, figures unknown afterwards. The Committee is also concerned that education on sexual and reproductive health and rights is insufficient. Further, it is concerned that budget cuts in the health sector will mainly affect women’s and girls’ health.

31. The Committee urges the State party to:

a) Improve and increase access, as well as use of effective and affordable methods of contraception, including by subsidizing them, in order to starkly reduce the practice to abortion as a method of family planning;

b) Reduce the rate of caesarean sections performed without medical necessity by training or retraining medical personnel to natural birth and introduce strict control of medical indications for caesarean sections in order to reach the WHO recognized rates;

c) Improve the quality and accessibility of sexual and reproductive health services and guarantee their access to disadvantaged groups of women;

d) Promote education on sexual and reproductive health and rights, especially targeting adolescent girls and boys, in order to foster responsible sexual behaviour, prevention of early pregnancies and of sexually transmitted infections, including HIV-AIDS; and

e) Increase the percentage of the health budget allocated to sexual and reproductive health.
Disadvantaged groups of women

32. The Committee is concerned about the social exclusion and vulnerability of women belonging to the Muslim community in Thrace, Roma women, migrant women, rural women, as well as about obstacles preventing them from enjoying basic rights, such as access to health-care services, social benefits, education and participation in political and public life. The Committee is further concerned at the situation of absence of detailed statistical information and data disaggregated by sex, geographical location and minority on disadvantaged groups of women.

33. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Takes all necessary measures to improve the economic situation of disadvantaged groups of women, thereby eliminating their vulnerability to exploitation, and to improve their access to health-care services and social benefits, irrespective of their status;

(b) Establish mechanisms to monitor regularly the impact of social and economic policies on disadvantaged groups of women; and

(c) Provide comprehensive information and statistical data, disaggregated by sex, geographical location and minority, on disadvantaged groups of women, in particular, on women belonging to the Muslim minority in Thrace, Roma women, migrant women and rural women.
Concluding Observations on Hungary, CEDAW/C/HUN/CO/7-8
Parliament

7. While reaffirming that the Government has the primary responsibility and is particularly accountable for the full implementation of the obligations of the State party under the Convention, the Committee stresses that the Convention is binding on all branches of government. It invites the State party to encourage its Parliament, in line with its procedures, where appropriate, to take the necessary steps with regard to the implementation of the present concluding observations and the State party’s next reporting process under the Convention.

Definition of equality and non-discrimination

8. The Committee notes that the Fundamental Law recognizes the general principle of non-discrimination and provides a legal basis for the introduction of temporary special measures. The Committee also notes the explanation of the State Party during the constructive dialogue that increasing population is the main priority of the State party’s policy. The Committee is, however, concerned that this orientation may represent a regressive approach to gender issues. The Committee is further concerned that this orientation increases prevalence of gender stereotypes by portraying women mainly, if not exclusively, into the role of mothers and care-givers. The Committee welcomes the mandatory application of the gender impact assessment of every legal initiative but is concerned that the legislation adopted recently lacks a gender perspective in conformity with the Convention. The Committee also noted the widespread privatization of health, education and other social services in the State Party and is concerned that this may hinder the enjoyment of rights under the Convention.

9. The Committee urges the State party to:

a) Review its family and gender equality policies to ensure that the former do not restrict the full enjoyment by women of their right to non-discrimination and equality;

b) Introduce in its legislation the concept of discrimination on the grounds of intersecting factors and ensure appropriate remedies for victims of such discrimination;

c) Carry out systematically gender impact assessments of current and proposed laws and ensure that the new legislative framework fully respects the Convention and does not bring a regression in its implementation;

d) Ensure that the policy of privatization of health, education and other services, does not deprive women of continuous access to good quality basic services in the field of economic, social and cultural rights.

Legal complaint mechanisms

12. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient provision of human, financial and technical resources for the Equal Treatment Authority and the lack of effective remedies in cases of discrimination. The Committee, while noting the establishment of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights (CFR) in the State party, is concerned about its limited mandate with regard to addressing complaints of all forms of discrimination against women, including against women belonging to disadvantaged groups.
13. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Allocate adequate human, financial and technical resources to the Equal Treatment Authority as well as adopt measures to facilitate access to its complaint mechanisms by all women, particularly women of disadvantaged groups, and introduce follow up mechanisms with regard to its decisions on concrete petitions; and

(b) Ensure that the mandate of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights (CFR) clearly covers the duty to promote and protect the rights of all women and to protect them from all forms of discrimination including by receiving complaints and providing remedies in cases of violation.

National machinery for the advancement of women

14. The Committee notes with concern the absence of partnerships with the various women’s non-governmental organizations in implementing the Convention and regrets that no information was provided on involvement of human rights and women’s organizations in the preparation of the report. The Committee is concerned about the limited financial and human resources of the Department of Family Policy and the delay in the creation of the Council for Social Equality among Women and Men. The Committee notes with concern the decision of the State party to adopt a new strategy on gender equality rather than accelerating the implementation of the National Strategy for the Promotion of Gender Equality 2010-2021.
15. The Committee, recalling its general recommendation No. 6 (1988) and the guidance provided in the Beijing Platform for Action, in particular regarding the necessary conditions for the effective functioning of national machinery, recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen the cooperation with various women’s NGOs in implementing and monitoring the implementation of the Convention, including by developing participatory mechanisms and holding wide consultations with women in adopting a new strategy on gender equality;
(b) Ensure the necessary financial, technical and human resources of the Department of Family Policy of the Ministry of Human Resources to discharge its mandate and to complete the establishment of the envisaged entities for the advancement of women in particular, the Council for Social Equality among Women and Men; and

(c) Take into account the present concluding observations in the formulation and adoption of the new strategy on gender equality and its action plans.

Temporary special measures 

16. The Committee, while noting that the Fundamental Law and the Equal Treatment Act provide a legal basis for introducing temporary special measures, is concerned that some references to “positive discrimination” and quotas in the report of the State party indicate the lack of a clear understanding of article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention which aims at accelerating the achievement of substantive equality of women within a specific timeframe, as clarified by the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004). 

17. The Committee recommends that the State Party apply temporary special measures to: 
(a) Promote the equal participation of women in public and political life and decision-making by means of concrete result-oriented measures, such as quotas and timetables; and 
(b) Facilitate access to education and employment for women in rural areas, Roma women and women with disabilities. 

Stereotypes and discriminatory practices

18. While noting the implementation of some measures in the field of education and media to address stereotypes, the Committee is concerned about the persistence of stereotyped division of gender roles in family and society as well as the support of such roles throughout the States party’s policies and priorities through the priority given to increasing population. The Committee notes with concern that prejudices emanated from gender and ethnicity significantly affect the enjoyment of rights under the Convention by women belonging to disadvantaged groups such as Roma women and women with disabilities
.

19. The Committee calls on the State Party to:

(a) Implement a comprehensive programme with measurable targets, aimed at women and men, girls and boys, to overcome stereotypical attitudes about the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and in society, focusing particular attention on the elimination of prejudices against women of disadvantaged groups, particularly the Roma women and women with disabilities; and

(b) Adopt the necessary steps to adequately include non-discrimination and gender equality in educational policies, in particular the National Core Curriculum and related documents, as well as in basic and continuing education for teachers and health-care professionals and other service providers.

Violence against women

20. While welcoming the announcement of the State party to criminalize domestic violence in the Criminal Code, the Committee remains concerned about the lack of specific provisions related to other forms of violence such as economic and psychological violence and stalking. The Committee notes the Act LXXII of 2009 on restraining orders related to violence among relatives and is concerned that such orders are not provided on a long term basis and do not cover relationships between unmarried partners. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of information on the number of investigations, prosecutions and convictions in cases of violence against women, as well as about inefficiencies of the redress mechanism for victims of violence. The Committee is also concerned about the insufficient number of shelters specifically dedicated to women victims of violence. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of information on different types of violence against women with disabilities, Roma women, older women as well as the absence of specific measures to prevent violence against them. While noting the new provisions on rape in the Criminal Code, the Committee remains concerned about the use of violence and threats as well as the use of coercion, which continue to be elements of the statutory definition of rape rather than the lack of voluntary consent by the victim. The Committee is further concerned that rape cases are underreported due to inadequate health care providers support to women victims of rape and provision of medical and forensic examination.

21. In accordance with its general recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women and the recommendations contained in its previous concluding observations, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Adopt law on domestic violence and criminalize different types of violence against women, including economic and psychological violence and stalking;

(b) Amend its legislation concerning restraining orders with a view to providing adequate protection to victims in all types of cohabitation and extend the duration of a restraining orders;

(c) Provide mandatory training to the legal profession on the strict application of legal provisions dealing with violence against women and train police officers on standardized procedures to deal with women victims of violence;

(d) Provide adequate assistance and protection to women victims of violence and their children, by increasing the number and capacity of State supported shelters, specifically those dedicated to women victims of violence, and adequate geographical distribution, as well as by strengthening cooperation with and funding to NGOs providing shelter, assistance, support and rehabilitation to victims;

(e) Encourage women to report acts of domestic and sexual violence, by de-stigmatizing victims and raising awareness about the criminal nature of such acts;

(f) Collect statistical data on all forms of violence against women disaggregated by sex and age as well as on relationship between the victims and the perpetrators in cases of domestic and sexual violence against women;

(g) Amend its Criminal Code to ensure that rape is defined on the basis of the lack of voluntary consent of the victim;

(h) Ensure appropriate and easily accessible health care services for women victims of rape combined with immediate medical and forensic examination to collect the evidence needed for prosecution of perpetrators; and

(i) Ratify as soon as possible the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.

Employment

28. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a gender perspective in its legislation and policies related to the labour market. It notes with concern that participation of women in the labour market remains low and that only few steps have been taken to entitle women to reconcile work and family life. On the contrary dismissal protection for mothers of small children seems to have been reduced. The Committee also notes the increased gender pay gap although the new Labour Code includes numerous criteria to effectively guarantee equal remuneration for work of equal value. The Committee notes with concern that Roma women and migrant women are almost excluded from the labour market. It is also concerned about the absence of guidelines for public and private employers in order to ensure that women with disabilities have adequate access to employment, including through the necessary reasonable accommodation.

29. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Further intensify necessary measures and introduce temporary special measures, with time-bound targets and indicators, to ensure substantive equality of women and men in the labour market, promote employment of women, eliminate occupational segregation, and close the gender wage gap;

(b) Establish mechanisms to conduct job evaluations in accordance with ILO standards both in the public and private sectors, adopt measures to redress discrimination against women at work as well as provide measures for promoting the reconciliation of work and family life;

(c) Further develop, in consultation with women with disabilities and their organizations, comprehensive criteria to provide reasonable accommodation at the work place;

(d) Establish mechanisms to ensure increased and effective access of Roma women and migrant women into the labour market, including through application of temporary special measures; and

(e) Undertake comprehensive strategies including programmes, in partnership with the business sector, in order to combat gender stereotypes and promote women’s access to non-traditional jobs.

Health

30. The Committee notes the State party’s statement that the new article in the Fundamental Law protecting life from the moment of conception will not be used to restrict the present legislation and the access of women to abortion. The Committee is concerned: about campaigns, including recent poster campaign, supported by the State Party that stigmatize abortion and seek to negatively influence the public view on abortion and contraception; the limited access to emergency contraceptives; the subjection of women who want surgical abortion to mandatory bias counseling and three-day medically unnecessary waiting period; and at the increasing resort to conscientious objection by health professionals in the absence of adequate regulatory framework. The Committee is also concerned at the limited access to modern, efficient methods of contraception, and at the lack of choice for women to give birth at home or in the hospital, due to various obstacles, including the non-recognition of midwives as independent professionals.

31. The Committee urges the State Party to:

(a) Cease all negative interference with women’s sexual and reproductive rights including by ending campaigns that stigmatize abortion and seek to negatively influence the public view on abortion and contraception;

(b) Provide adequate access to family planning services and affordable contraceptives, including emergency contraception, to all women including women with disabilities, Roma women, women living with HIV/AIDS and migrant and refugee women, i.e. by covering costs of range of modern contraceptives under the public health insurance and eliminating the prescription requirement for emergency contraception;

(c) Ensure access to safe abortion without subjecting women to mandatory counselling and medically unnecessary waiting period as recommended by WHO;

(d) Establish adequate regulatory framework and monitoring mechanism of the practice of conscientious objection by health professionals and ensure that conscientious objection is accompanied by information to women about existing alternatives and that it remains a personal decision rather than an institutionalized practice; and

(e) Ensure women’s choice to give birth at home or in the hospital by recognizing trained midwives as independent professionals, elaborating legal framework and guidelines on security of home deliveries, and providing training of obstetricians.

32. The Committee also notes with concern the limited access to and inadequate quality of sexual and reproductive health services for women with disabilities, women with low income, Roma women, women living in rural areas and women living with HIV/AIDS, also in view of their privatization. The Committee remains concerned that women with disabilities face sterilization without their free and informed consent, and are excluded from gynecological and breast screening tests. The Committee is further concerned at the absence or insufficient quality of education on sexual and reproductive health and rights in the regular school curricula.
33. The Committee urges the State party to:

a) Improve the quality and increase accessibility of sexual and reproductive health services, in particular to women with disabilities, women with low income, Roma women, women living in rural areas, and ensure that women living with HIV/AIDs or suffering from sexually transmitted diseases have access to health services;

b) Eliminate forced sterilization of women with disabilities by training health professionals, raising their awareness toward their own prejudices, and repeal or amend Act CLIV of 1997 which enables doctors to perform forced sterilizations on very wide grounds, contrary to international health standards on free and informed consent of persons with disabilities; and

c) Ensure adequate and continuous age and gender-sensitive education on sexual and reproductive health and rights in primary and secondary schools by properly trained teachers.
Disadvantaged groups of women

36. The Committee is deeply concerned that women belonging to ethnic minorities, such as Roma women and women with disabilities, are subjected to multiple discrimination and exclusion, in the absence of a comprehensive plan of action aimed at protecting their rights and improving their living conditions. It notes with concern that Roma women are disproportionately affected by poverty and a low standard of living and that they have limited access to health services, education and employment, especially in rural areas. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of disaggregated data on the situation of Roma women, women with disabilities, older women and refugee women. It also notes with concern that asylum seeking and migrant women in reception centres receive inadequate assistance and are often confined to such centres for prolonged periods.

37. The Committee urges the State Party to:

(a) Include specific components in public policies and budgets to address the needs of women belonging to minorities, including Roma women and women with disabilities, in order to eliminate all forms of discrimination against them;

(b) Ensure that migrant and asylum-seeking women receive adequate assistance, and are not subjected to prolonged administrative detention and that they benefit from integration policies as well as family reunification measures; and

(c) Collect disaggregated data on the situation of women facing multiple forms of discrimination, in particular older women, women with disabilities, women belonging to minorities, including Roma women.
Follow-up to concluding observations

44. The Committee requests the State party to provide, within two years, written information on the steps undertaken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 21 (a), (b) and (g); 31 (b), (c) and 33 (b) above.
Concluding Observations on Pakistan, CEDAW/C/PAK/CO/4
No explicit references to women with disabilities
Concluding Observations on FYROM, CEDAW/C/MKD/CO/4-5
2. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its combined fourth and fifth periodic report which was timely and generally followed the Committee’s guidelines for the preparation of reports. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its written replies to the list of issues and questions raised by the Committee’s pre-sessional working group, and the responses to the questions posed orally by the Committee. However, it regrets that the report lacked data disaggregated by sex and qualitative data on the situation of women in a number of areas covered by the Convention, in particular with respect to women belonging to disadvantaged groups.
23. Recalling its General Recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Strengthen existing criminal and family law or adopt a comprehensive law addressing all forms of violence against women, including domestic and sexual violence, and ensuring that all women and girls who are victims of violence are protected by such legislation and have access to immediate means of redress and protection and further ensuring that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished;

(b) Raise public awareness, through the media and educational programmes and provide mandatory training for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, police officers, health-service providers, social services and teaching staff in order to ensure that they are sensitized to all forms of violence against women and girls and can provide adequate gender-sensitive support to victims;

(c) Encourage women to report incidents of domestic and sexual violence by raising awareness about the criminal nature of such acts and to provide adequate assistance and protection to women victims of violence, including Roma women and women from other ethnic minorities;

(d) Increase the number and funding of shelters and guarantee national coverage, including for women from ethnic minorities and women from other disadvantaged groups affected by violence;
(e) Enhance the system of data collection to ensure that it is disaggregated by type of violence and by the relationship of the perpetrator to the victim, support research in this field and ensure that information and collected data are available to the public; and

(f) Expeditiously ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women (2011) and introduce criminal sanctions for non-compliance with restraining orders.

Education

29. While noting the introduction of compulsory secondary education in 2007, the Committee is concerned about the lack of sufficient sex and ethnicity disaggregated data allowing for the comparison of the educational attainment of girls in different ethnic communities. The Committee reiterates its concern, expressed in its previous Concluding Observations (/C/MKD/CO/3 para. 27), at the drop-out rates of Roma girls and women. It also notes the low number of Roma girls in higher education and the lack of measures taken to ensure their access to education. The Committee is further concerned by the findings of the Office of the Ombudsman that there is a disproportionately high number of Roma children, including girls, in schools for children with special needs.

30. The Committee urges the State party to enhance its compliance with article 10 of the Convention and to raise awareness of the importance of education as a human right and as the basis for the empowerment of women. To this end, it urges the State party to:

(a) Provide comparative sex and ethnicity disaggregated data on rates of school enrolment, attendance and drop-out rates.

(b) Address barriers to the education of all women and girls, such as negative cultural attitudes and excessive domestic duties, to take steps to reduce and prevent the drop-out of girls and to strengthen the implementation of re-entry policies enabling girls who drop out to return to school; and

(c) Investigate and urgently address the recommendations of the Office of the Ombudsman which call for the regulation and review of findings made by institutions authorised to determine the level of children’s disabilities and special needs, including those of Roma girls.
Employment

31. While noting the subsidised employment, training and entrepreneurship programmes available to some women, the Committee is concerned by the continuing vertical and horizontal occupational segregation and the overrepresentation of women in low-paid jobs; the lack of implementation of the principle of equal pay for work of equal value and the persistent wage gap between women and men; the disproportionately high rate of women’s unemployment and the exclusion of Roma women and women with disabilities from the formal labour market. The Committee is further concerned that the lack of policies stimulating women’s economic activities, childcare facilities, and changes to the Labour Law concerning parental leave force women into part-time and low-paid work and reinforces the unequal division of family responsibilities between women and men. Furthermore, the Committee regrets the lack of information on sexual harassment in the workplace.

32. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen efforts to eliminate occupational segregation, both horizontal and vertical, and to adopt measures to implement the principle of equal pay for work of equal value and to narrow and close the wage gap between women and men by applying job evaluation schemes in the public sector connected with wage increases in sectors dominated by women;

(b) Increase the access of women, including Roma women and women belonging to other disadvantaged groups, to formal employment and entrepreneurship as well as improve their possibilities to combine working life with family responsibilities; and

(c) Collect sex-disaggregated data on the situation of women and men in the labour market and on the number and outcome of labour inspections, court cases and administrative complaints related to sex-based labour discrimination and sexual harassment in the workplace.
Disadvantaged groups of women

37. While noting the adoption of the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, the National Action Plans on Promoting the Status of Romani Women and the related strategy adopted by the State party (2008-2010, 2011-2013), the Committee is concerned about the lack of adequate financial resources allocated for the implementation and evaluation of these measures as well as the continuing marginalisation of Roma women and the intersecting forms of discrimination they face, especially with regard to access to education, employment, adequate housing and health care, identity documents, protection from violence and access to justice. The Committee further notes the limited information and data available on other disadvantaged groups of women such as Albanian women, widows, older women and women with disabilities. The Committee is concerned about the marginalisation of these women and their vulnerability to intersecting forms of discrimination and is concerned about the lack of information on the use of temporary special measures to improve their situation. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned by the lack of a gender-sensitive approach in asylum and refugee procedures.
38. The Committee calls upon the State party to:
(a) Implement and expeditiously allocate adequate financial resources to national action plans and strategies aimed at eliminating all forms of discrimination against Roma women;

(b) Collect and provide, in its next report, comprehensive statistical data disaggregated by sex on the situation of disadvantaged groups of women, including Roma and Albanian women, in all areas covered by the Convention, as well as information on specific programmes;

(c) Take effective measures, including temporary special measures, with a view to accelerating the realization of substantive equality for such disadvantaged groups of women; and

(d) Integrate a gender-sensitive approach in all asylum and refugee processes, including at the application stage.

