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Item 3

Interactive dialogue with Independent Expert on Extreme Poverty

Thank you, Mr. President. I am speaking on behalf of the International Disability Alliance. We thank the independent expert on human rights and extreme poverty for the excellent attention paid to the rights of persons with disabilities in all three of her reports.

As she rightly points out, the global economic crisis is having a disproportionate effect on persons with disabilities, who are often already among the poorest of the poor and under-represented in the labor market and in the achievement of educational qualifications. 

At the same time, in the name of the economic crisis, some countries are cutting existing programs and social protection measures, without considering the disproportionate impact these will have on persons with disabilities, or considering their obligations to protect basic human rights as set forth in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It is a telltale sign of the lack of inclusion in political processes and decision-making that disability programs and services are being cut at a time when additional, and not less, social protection is needed. 

Recommendations:

To States:

1. Ratify the CRPD.

2. Refrain from making cuts to disability programs and services, government authorities, and departments and ministries that are helping to protect the rights of persons with disabilities as laid out in the CRPD, such as those relating to support for living in the community, ensuring the availability of services in the community, adequate housing, education, and job training.

3. Avoid deliberately retrogressive measures that go against commitments made in treaties ratified that would set back progress in achieving social and economic equality for, and equal participation in society by, persons with disabilities. Such retrogressive measures include cutting funding for disability programs as well as cuts to systems in place tasked with monitoring human rights implementation. 
4. Ensure that recovery measures take the rights of persons with disabilities as set forth in the CRPD into account and create a more equal and inclusive society for persons with disabilities.

5. Include persons with disabilities in job creation schemes and need-based vocational training, including but not limited to new jobs that are linked to implementation of the CRPD.

6. Ensure nondiscrimination in education and employment policies and put in place positive measures to increase education and employment of persons with disabilities.

7. Ensure that persons with disabilities can maintain their disability benefits after reaching the retirement age and that the disabilities acquired after the retirement age make persons eligible to disability benefits in addition to the retirement pension.
8. Establish an inclusive social protection floor that includes persons with disabilities and ensures their access to essential services such as adequate nutrition, health, education, housing, water and sanitation, and income security.
To the Independent Expert:

1. Continue to seek information from States in her country visits regarding how well or poorly they are ensuring the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities linked to economic independence, and seek to meet with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
2. Continue to request information in country visits on implementation of relevant obligations in the CRPD and national disability strategies linked to it.
3. Request follow up visits to countries that she has visited where she determines that retrogressive cuts have been made impacting the rights of persons with disabilities, and request information on how the cuts have affected persons with disabilities and how the situation will be improved.

Thank you.
