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Thank you.  

Civil society space, and mechanisms to promote and protect it, are essential to fair, democratic and transparent societies and institutions.

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD) was negotiated with the significant participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, with other partners. Many crucial things are included in the CRPD that never would have been, had not the persons most concerned been involved.

Recognizing the importance of involvement of civil society, the CRPD mentions it in several places: 

· the preamble paragraph (o);

· in article 4 (3) (which requires States Parties to consult with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in developing and implementing legislation and policies to implement the CRPD, and in decisions affecting their lives); 

· in article 32 and,

· in article 33.
Where NGOs and political partners have acted together, with regular involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, this has resulted in greater wellbeing and good social structures. These good practices can be shared through international cooperation.

However, challenges to implementing the obligations regarding civil society in the CRPD can include 

· insufficient interaction between government and civil society; 

· consultation only with civil society groups that will only ever agree with the government, who do not speak independently (so-called ‘elites’);

· lack of women’s representation in the leadership of civil society organizations, and thus, exclusion of women’s issues; and,

· inadequate attention paid to certain groups of persons with disabilities who lack adequate representation or who face greater communication barriers.

IDA recommends:

1) all countries to ratify and implement the CRPD, in particular its participation obligations;

2) to ensure sufficient, respectful, safe, regular and meaningful interaction between government and civil society at all phases of policy-making and implementation;

3) to ensure regular consultation with under-represented and excluded groups of persons with disabilities, and not only more privileged groups or individuals;

4) to foster actively an environment and public discourse that welcomes different opinions and diversity; 

5) to reward rather than punish  persons who care enough to speak out in order to improve their beloved societies;

6) to support efforts to increase the representation of women in leadership of organizations of persons with disabilities, and ensure that the voices of women with disabilities are heard; and

7) to apply the approach to civil society consultation in the CRPD to other human rights issues to address exclusion of  other marginalized groups.

Thank you.
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