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First day of the 9th session, 15 April 2013*
Five new members (Martin Babu Mwesigwa, Monthian Buntan, Laszlo Lovaszy, Diane Mulligan and Safak Pavey) pronounced their solemn declaration to formally join the Committee.  Ron McCallum stepped down from his position as Chair and Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes was elected by an overwhelming majority as the new Chair.  She is the first woman Chair of the Committee.  Ron McCallum, Theresia Degener and Carlos Rios Espinosa were elected as new Vice Chairs and new Committee member Martin Babu Mwesigwa was elected as new Rapporteur of the Committee by acclamation.

Ms Wan Hea Lee, Head of the Groups in Focus section of the OHCHR, opened the 9th session on behalf of the High Commissioner.  She announced the half day of general discussion on women and girls with disabilities to be held by the Committee on Wednesday 17 April. She provided information on several developments which have occurred since the last session.  The Committee had successfully obtained the approval of the 67th session of the General Assembly to hold two pre-sessional weeks and the addition of two weeks of plenary meeting time per year beginning 2014.  The inter-agency support group on the CRPD had met in December 2012 and discussed preparations for the high level meeting to be held on 23 September in New York which is expected to result in a consistent and action oriented document. During the 22nd session of the Human Rights Council, the Special Rapporteur on Torture presented his latest report in which he concluded that medical treatment without the free and informed consent of the person concerned could constitute torture or ill treatment; an interactive debate was held on on the right to work and employment of persons with disabilities.  The Council decided that its next annual interactive debate would be held at the 25th session in March 2014 on the subject of education.  The General Assembly of the World Intellectual Property Organisation decided to convene a diplomatic conference in 2013 on improving access to copyrighted works by persons with print disabilities. 
Since the last session in September 2012, there have been eleven additional ratifications of the CRPD and four ratifications of the Optional Protocol.  The Committee has received to date 45 States’ initial reports since the outset of its work of which ten were received since the last session from Lithuania, Jordan, Thailand, Ethiopia, Moldova, Italy, Armenia, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates, Bosnia Herzegovina and Uruguay.  There are 39 States reports pending to be considered which represents a backlog of four to five years, while 50 initial reports are pending to be submitted.  

The OHCHR and several UN agencies provided information on their work to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

The Focal Point on human rights and disability of the OHCHR provided information on the main activities taken by the OHCHR since the last session.  A thematic study on the work and employment of persons with disabilities had been carried out, which built on more than 70 contributions and in close cooperation with the ILO, which highlighted good practices, to promote the employment of persons with disabilities, identify main barriers and the challenges which States Parties encounter.  It is available in accessible formats on OHCHR webpage and made available in easy to read version.  Preparations are being made for the high-level taking place in September to ensure that the human rights of persons with disabilities and not only the issue of disability are adequately addressed in nay sustainable development post 2015 agenda.  The co-facilitators, Philippines and Spain, have invited all stakeholders, especially persons with disabilities and their representative organisations, to provide input to ongoing consultations.  Work on promoting accessibility of United Nations premises; and information, documentation and employment of persons with disabilities had advanced considerably since the last session of the Committee.  In November 2012, the OHCHR organised a pilot training of trainers on the CRPD and the OP to regional human rights presences to kick off the training package on these instruments.  There is continued work to promote the accessibility of UN premises, information, documentation and the employment of persons with disabilities which has advanced considerably since last session. The Interagency task force, secretariat wide task force have worked on a first draft of the Secretary General’s bulletin on accessibility which will be a secretariat wide policy and OHCHR has contributed actively to the draft to ensure it keeps to CRPD standards and includes language on reasonable accommodation. Facundo Chávez Penillas will shortly be joining as the OHCHR disability rights adviser of OHCHR.
A representative of the Secretariat of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention Implementation Support Unit raised the fact that the vast majority of States parties to the CRPD were also parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention.  There were numerous examples of how these States, which had accepted a solemn promise to landmine survivors, were doing so in a manner complementary to national efforts to implement the CRPD.   Improving the quality of daily life of survivors, their families and other people with disabilities would more likely be realised if it was acknowledged that there was a common agenda.  

UNICEF stated that approximately 93 million children around the world with disabilities and announced that the state of the world report this year will be dedicated to children with disabilities  and will be launched in Vietnam on 30 May and at the same time in an event at the Human Rights Council which will involve a panel discussion. UNICEF has been supporting the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the rights of children with disabilities and underlined that an approach that went beyond a strictly medical one had to be adopted in order to fully guarantee the fundamental rights of children with disabilities.  UNICEF had been working on changing social norms and the training of its staff across the world through the promotion of web-based disability orientation and ensuring that staff with disabilities had increased access to offices.  Activities within the last 12 months have included the launch of a major campaign across central Asia to avoid the institutionalisation of children under the age of three years of age which affects children with disabilities.  The UNICEF guidelines for providing alternative care of children have been updated this year and circulated globally to prevent family separation wherever possible and where such separation has proved impossible to avoid to ensure that care is available in the best interest of the individual needs of the child.

WHO gave information that its Executive Board had discussed and adopted a draft resolution on disability to be debated at the World Health Assembly in May this year, which endorsed the recommendations of the World Report on Disability and called for the WHO and States Parties to implement the CRPD and develop a plan of action to ensure that mainstream health services are accessible to persons with disabilities. On the high level meeting on disability and development, WHO had been working closely with UN DESA and the co-facilitators and in addition to taking participating in the informal consultations, it has also been supporting the regional consultations in the lead up to the meeting.  WHO also convened an expert consultation on a model disability survey developed by WHO and the World Bank which should help support implementation of Article 31 of the CRPD.  WHO launched a toolkit on disabilities last December on the International Day of Persons with Disabilities which is an introduction to disability mainstreaming and inclusive development for WHO offices and enables WHO staff to understand disability as a human rights and development ensuring disability awareness of staff and advice to WHO staff on how to recruit and retain persons.
 
The International Telecommunications Union said that on making ITU’s activities more accessible, its highest level governing body had requested that its activities be made more accessible for staff members, delegates and the general public.  On raising awareness-raising activities on the role of information and communications technology for persons with disabilities, ITU had convened the World Conference on International Telecommunication to review the international telecommunications regulations.  It would keep raising awareness among policy makers on the benefits of integrating information and communications technology accessibility in national broadband policies.  On the forthcoming high-level meeting on disability and development, ITU would be coordinating an information and communications technology sectorial consultation, which would take place next month.  

The World Intellectual Property Organisation said that further to the decision of its General Assembly, a diplomatic conference would be hosted by Morocco from 17 to 28 June to adopt an international treaty to improve access to copyrighted works for the visually impaired and people with print disabilities around the world.  The conference is open to government delegations, representatives of IGOs and NGOs. There are more than 314 million blind and visually impaired persons in the world, 90 per cent of whom live in developing countries. A WIPO survey found that less than 60 countries have limitations and exceptions clauses to copyright laws that make special provision for visually impaired persons, for example through allowing reproduction in Braille, large print, or digitised audio versions.  According to the World Blind Union, of the million or so books published each year in the world, less than 5% are made available in formats accessible to visually impaired persons.  The adoption of a new instrument would improve international availability of accessible formats for visually impaired persons and permit exchange of these formats across borders.

Statements were also made by civil society organisations including the International Disability Alliance (IDA).

In his statement, Yannis Vardakastanis, the Chair of IDA, called on the CRPD Committee to develop a paper on its relationship with NGOs, which highlights how civil society can input into the work of the Committee, and in particular which recognises the special role of DPOs in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD. Further, Mr Vardakastanis highlighted IDA’s continuing work to mainstream CRPD standards across the treaty bodies including before the Human Rights Committee with respect to its General Comment no 25 on the right to political participation, which is not in full compliance with the CRPD.  Mr Vardakastanis was able to inform the CRPD Committee of the clarified position adopted a few weeks ago by the Human Rights Committee which brings its interpretation of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities closer to CRPD standards.  He also announced to the Committee that IDA launched its Human Rights Publication Series, whose first issue is dedicated to the right to vote and to stand for election, which is a new annual journal dedicated to gathering and sharing practices and experiences related to CRPD implementation with a focus on positive examples of compliance.  To conclude, Mr Vardakastanis welcomed the Committee´s initiative to hold a half day of general discussion on women and girls with disabilities on Wednesday 17 April 2013, during which IDA and DRAF will hold a side event on indigenous women and girls with disabilities with the objective of exploring the patterns of intersectional and multiple discrimination which make this group particularly vulnerable to violence and rights violations.
A statement was read out on behalf of the World Network of Survivors and Users of Psychiatry (WNUSP) which highlighted the important work of the Committee to continue in its elaboration of a General Comment on Article 12.  Article 12 is highly important to people with psychosocial disabilities, since the construct of legal incapacity underlies forced treatment, institutionalisation as well as guardianship and other substituted decision making.  WNUSP also urged the Committee to hold a thematic discussion on the right to liberty and security to offer significant leadership on the discriminatory nature of psychiatric detention and the need for a complete ban rather than procedural safeguards.  This would be particularly timely in the light of current developments such as the revision of the UN Standard Minimum Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners, with respect to which the majority of NGOs and governments involved lack an appreciation of the social model of disability, the elaboration of a General Comment on liberty and security of person by the Human Rights Committee, and other inconsistent treaty body recommendations.  The Committee’s standards and jurisprudence have been reinforced by the Special Rapporteur on Torture’s call for an absolute ban on forced psychiatric intervention and recognition that detention on mental health grounds cannot be justified by a motivation to protect the safety of the person or others.
SODIS drew attention to the imminent adoption by the Organisation of American States of an InterAmerican Convention on the human rights of older persons.  Certain provisions of the proposal which is in final stages of negotiation are in contravention to the principles and rights recognised in the CRPD which has been signed and ratified by an important number of OAS member states.  Key inconsistencies relate to the right to equal recognition of legal capacity, personal liberty, right to live independently and be included in the community.  The text to be adopted this week still supports the institutionalisation of older persons, involuntary treatment and questions advance directives.  While the Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations People with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS) formally requested to be able to participate, the OAS is not currently allowing civil society intervention, and on the whole the opportunities for DPOs to influence the text have been limited.  It would be important for the Committee to enter into contact with the OAS to draw attention to the need to harmonise the contents of the CPRD and a future InterAmerican treaty on older persons. 
Disability Council International said that together with Parigual, it had prepared a supplementary report about the situation of the human rights of persons with disabilities in the country.  Moreover, it had sponsored the participation of two representatives from Paraguay at this session. It contributed to the High Commissioner’s report to the Human Rights Council on work and employment of persons with disabilities and participated in the second consultation with civil society organisations on treaty body reform.

Human Rights Watch welcomed the Committee’s day of general discussion focused on women and girls with disabilities, one of its own priorities.  Human Rights Watch had documented violations against women and girls with disabilities around the world and would deepen its body of work on this theme in the coming year.  Human Rights Watch supports the call from Madame Bachelet, Executive Director of UN Women, to convene a joint meeting between the CRPD and CEDAW Committees to address key issues facing women and girls with disabilities and develop concrete recommendations to protect their rights and dignity. It reiterated its appreciation for the Committee’s willingness to engage with civil society.
The public session closed at 1pm.

The 9th session opening was webcast live with English and Spanish as well as international sign interpretation.

Contact: Victoria Lee at vlee@ida-secretariat.org 
IDA Website: http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/en 
IDA Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/InternationalDisabilityAllianceIDA 
IDA Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/IDA_CRPD_Forum 
Webcast: www.treatybodywebcast.org/category/webcast-archives/crpd/ 
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