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Item 2

Analytical study of the HC - Human rights and transitional justice – Addendum
Report
(page 16 article 4(1)).

Comprehensive study of HC - Best practices for the effective implementation of the right to truth
Report
(paragraph 61).

61. The Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences encouraged national institutions to ensure that the specific needs of victims of rape and other forms of sexual violence are fully addressed, including specific provisions for a victim and witness unit with necessary expertise in trauma related to sexual violence (see E/CN.4/2002/83/Add.2 and E/CN.4/2005/72/Add.3). The Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, urged States to put in place national mechanisms that will help to identify victims and provide protection and assistance to them, ensuring that “the practice of assistance to victims tied to their cooperation as a witness in the prosecution of traffickers does not undermine the safety and rights of victims” (A/HRC/10/16, para. 39). In this regard, a trial chamber of the International Criminal Court observed that there are particular needs to be taken into account for child and elderly victims, victims with disabilities, and victims of sexual and gender violence when they are participating in the proceedings.

Report of the HC on her consultations with UN Member States, NHRIs, IGOs and NGOs on the possible focus, in terms of target sector or thematic area, of the second phase of the World Programme (for Human Rights Education) to begin on 1 January 2010
Report
(paragraphs 11, 28, 36, 40, 45, 62 and conclusion 79).

11. According to the Government of Cyprus, in the World Programme’s second phase the target sector should be migrant and disabled children at school. Cyprus suggested as a thematic area the right of migrant and disabled children to have equal educational opportunities to all other school children.

28. The federal Canadian Human Rights Commission undertook consultations with its provincial and territorial counterparts and proposed that the second phase focus on disability issues. In the Canadian context, disability is the most often cited ground of discrimination. The biggest barrier to the full social and economic integration of persons with disabilities is said not to be the lack of legal protection, but rather the attitudes of non-disabled people toward their fellow citizens. The Commission recommended that education and other related initiatives be targeted at the general population in view of education’s role in attitudinal change. Greater tolerance and improved realities for those living with physical and mental disabilities can be achieved through broad educational efforts to counter prejudices. This focus could positively impact on the elimination of barriers that now prevent the full participation in society of persons with disabilities.

36. The National Human Rights Commission of India identified children and teachers in schools and colleges as one possible target sector. A human rights education component should be introduced in the school and college curriculum and teachers should also be sensitized since they serve as role models. Secondly, in view of the importance of good governance, the new phase could focus on elected representatives of people and field-level functionaries of Government or organizations under Government. The third possible target group could be rights holders, namely women, vulnerable groups, persons with disabilities and labourers, including migrant labourers. Global thematic areas for the second phase could include climate change and environmental issues, which have a bearing on the rights to food, water, clean air and life; and gender equality, with a view to empowering women. Thematic areas specific to India include food security; right to education; right to health, hygiene and sanitation; conditions in places of custody; HIV/AIDS; and right to development. The second phase should last three to five years.

40. The Commission also highlighted the need to focus on lifelong human rights education and ongoing education and strategies for adult education and lifelong learning. A focus on the education of mass media and social media bodies would assist in ensuring that channels through which people consume information have a clear understanding of a human rights approach. This in turn could help them construct ways of interacting with audiences that take human rights into account. The rights of persons with disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should further receive priority attention. The length of the second phase could be three years followed by a review and possible extension for a further period depending upon progress made.

45. The United Nations Population Fund suggested that the second phase focus on the rights of indigenous persons and of persons with disabilities as these two groups continued to face marginalization and discrimination despite progress in the legislative and judicial spheres. Building on the momentum generated by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, focusing on indigenous and disability issues would contribute to increasing visibility and fulfilling the needs and rights of these groups. Strengthening education systems at all levels – from primary to tertiary education – is key to ensuring equal opportunities for these two groups.

62. The International Association of Schools of Social Work highlighted as possible target sectors the helping and health professions, e.g. social work, psychology, psychiatry, nursing, medicine, and disciplines such as sociology, political science and economics. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Principles for the protection of persons with mental illness and the improvement of mental health care and the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the Role of Health Personnel, particularly Physicians, in the Protection of Prisoners and Detainees against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, should form part of the curricula for these professions. Themes suggested by the Association included the eradication of extreme poverty, right to peace and world citizenship.

79. Conclusion. Specific groups of rights holders were also raised in various submissions as in need of human rights education in order to be able to defend their rights, namely: vulnerable persons in general; children, including migrant and disabled children; migrants and migrant labourers; persons with disabilities; women, minorities and indigenous people; deprived and rural communities; and the elderly.

Item 7

29-September, morning
Report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the implementation of resolution Human Rights Council S-9/1
 Report
(paragraph 65).

Item 10

30-September, afternoon
Report of the HC on the progress made in the situation of human rights in Liberia and the activities it has undertaken in the country
Report
(paragraph 43).
43. Building on the momentum created by the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by Liberia on 30 March 2007, HRPS developed a project with the Liberian Government, NGOs and OHCHR on the implementation of rights under the Convention. Under the leadership of the Human Rights and Disabilities Task Force of which HRPS is a member, phases 1 and 2 of the project were implemented. Preparatory meetings and regional consultation workshops were held, during which a human rights and disabilities issues paper was agreed and drafted. Phases 3 and 4 which entail holding a national workshop to validate the paper and a high-level stakeholders’ social dialogue on the paper remain to be carried out. Through this participatory process, it is intended that consensus and commitment will be built within the Government of Liberia, the private sector, the United Nations family and donors, as well as national and international civil society, on the development of a national strategy for the implementation of the Convention in Liberia, based on the issues paper, considered as a key reference.



